NOTE: I HAVE GATHERED SEVERAL COPIES OF THIS SAME BOOK TO PUT TOGETHER 


TO CREATE THIS ONE BOOK OF INTEREST FOR ALL TO ENJOY, ALL PAGES ARE PRESENT IN 

ORDER WITH ALL PAGE'S ALSO ADDED "THE NAVY BOOK" AS IT WAS PRESENT IN THE FIRST EDITION 

THAT I SAW. DUE TO ITS AGE ITS COPY RIGHT FREE AND YOU CAN DOWNLOAD IT OR COPY IT AS YOU 
NEED . IT IS A RARE BOOK THE FEW REAL BOOKS I HAVE RESEARCHED ARE IN POOR ORDER AND 

MISSING PAGES. MY GOAL IS TO PROVIDE THIS FOR ALL TO ENJOY. SADLY MOST IF NOT ALL OUR 

VETRANS OF WWI ARE GONE. ENJOY THE RARE ALMOST FORGOTTEN PHOTOS OF FAMOUS AND EVERY 


DAY PEOPLE. OF HISTORY PAST! 
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Sfiktratrd to tl|if Atttrriratt Man 



General Orders 

No. 203 France, November 12,1918. 

The enemy has capitulated. It is fitting that I address 
myself in thcmks directly to the officers and soldiers of the American 
Expeditionary Forces who by their heroic efForts have made 
possible this glorious result. Our armies, hurriedly raised and 
hastily trained, met a veteran enemy, and by courage, discipline 
and skill always defeated him. Without complaint you have 
endured incessant' toil, privation and danger. You have seen 
many of your comrades make the supreme sacrifice that freedom 
may live. I thank you for the patience and courage with which 
you have endured. 1 congratulate you upon the splendid fruits 
of victory which your heroism and the blood of our gallant dead 
are now presenting to our nation. Your deeds will live forever 
on the most j^lorious pages of American history. 



General, Commander in Chief 
American Expeditionary Forc^ 


f 


\ 





*5.^ 


^tc Canf • 

C.r U S. A 


. . n s. A 

i,te Captain, t;. 


September E9, 1919. 


Dear i^aptaln Moore; 

Any enterprise ^htch attempts fairly 
and faithfully to spread before the country 
the facts regarding the participation of 
Ai'erica in the World War is entitled to all 
the encouragement and approval it can receive 
from any source. The photographs of the 
Signal Corps are available for purchase at 
cost, of course, to any one who wishes to 
secura them, but I am glad to know that you 
are binding up a representative collection 
of them to illustr'Ate the magnitude and 
effectIveness of the American military effort. 

Cordially yours,- 


Newton D. Baker 
Secretary of War. 






CAPTAIN MOORE served fifteen montlM with the Genenl Staff ihFrance as olficcr in charie el the 
pictorial history of the A. E. F. He was at the front daring the ChampatnoMame and the AisiieNMarne 
campaigns and with the First Arnqr at St. Mih i cl . 


CAPTAIN RUSSELL was a member of the Military Intelligence Division, General Staff, and later a 
member of the War Plans Division, General Staff. He succe e d ed Colonel Adna G. Clatke, Coak Artilksy 
Corps, as censor of oftcial photograj^ and motion pictures at the Army War College, Washington, D. C 











WAR PLANS DIVISION 

WAR DEPARTMENT. 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF. 
WAMINOTON. 

ScptMter lOt 1920. 


Csptalii Jaass C* RusssU ft Captain William X. Moore, 

Late of the Dtaited States Arogr* 

Oeatlensn: 

Z.taara looked over your Tolume of the Piotoriol History 
of the World Wu* and recognise that in its preparation great oara 
has hew exercised as to order of arrangement and completeness of 
presentation. Tour faidliarity with the Otaited States official 
photographs depicting ftaerica's participation in the ear with 
Oeraany and the presentation therewith of certain historical data 
deseriptire of the photographs, make this not only an interesting 
bat an InstructiTS history. 

It is with unreserred sincerity that I endorse the pub¬ 
lication of this history, feeling that it will be a welcome toIubw 
to thoee iriio participated in the active operations of the war, as 
well as those behind the lines who gave their best efforts in order 
that those more fortunate ones near the front ai£^t be permitted 
to carry on. 

Very sincerely. 



W. 0. HAAN, 

Major Ocneral, General Staff, 
Director, W.P.D., A.C. of S. 



Clincdinst 


MAJ. GEN. WILLIAM G. HAAN, DIRECTOR 
WAR PLANS DIVISION. ASSISTANT 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

Gencnl Haan commanded the 32nd Division 
(“Lew Tembles’') during the entire combat period. 
This division met and vanquished twenty-three Ger¬ 
man divisions. The War Plans Division, of which 
General Haan became the Director upon his return 
from France, includes the Historic^ Branch to 
which arc committed the archives of the World 
War. 







The Army War College. During the great war it was the seat of the War Plana CKvision of the General Staff, and, for a time, of the Military Intelligence Division, General Staff. Here 
were deposited the a^ves of the conflict including more than 400,000 photographs which were gathered by Major Kendall Banning, General Staff. It was this collection that the pictures 
in this book were chosen. / 
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WE GO TO WAR 


When the United States entered the World War in the spring of 1917 
the nation was unprepared in a military sense. The' building of the huge 
war machine that later comprised four and a half million men had to be 
undertaken after the official entry of this country into hostilities April 6. 

The threat of war which had been hanging over the country since the 
sinking of the Lusitania in May, 1915, became practically a certainty 
Jan. 31, 1917, when the German Ambassador, G>unt von Bemstorff, 
handed a note from his government to Secretary Lansing announcing 
the inauguration by Germany of unrestricted submarine warfare on 
February 1. The undersea policy of the German govenunent was begun 
on the date announced. Three days later President Wilson handed his 
passports to Ambassador von Bemstorff and directed the withdrawal 
of the American Ambassador, James W. Gerard, from Germany. These 
steps were announced by President Wilson in a spe^ before the Senate 
on the same day, Feb. 3. In this speech Mr. Wilson suggested to all 
neutral countries that they follow the example of America. 

Feeling was intensified in the United States Feb. 28 when the Associated 
Press made public the details of a German plot to bring Mexico and Japan 
into an alliance against this country, llie information was contained 
in a letter from Dr. Alfred Zimmermann, German Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs, to the German minister to Mexico. On March 1 Dr. Zimmer¬ 
mann admitted the authenticity of the letter. War was now so certain 
that on March 9 President Wilson issued a call for a special session of 
Congress to meet April 16. Twelve days later the call for the special 
session was changed to April 2. 

Before Congress met the President called out part of the National 
Guard in eastern states and sent them to camp. This was March 25. 

Congress met on the appointed day and was addressed by President 
Wilson. He asked that a state of war be declared to exist with Germany. 
The joint resolution was passed and was signed by the President April 6. 
Meanwhile several American vessels had been sunk by German sub¬ 
marines with loss of lives. All the naval forces of the United States 
were mobilized by presidential proclamation on the day war was declared. 

While our preliminary war steps were being taken, several missions 
arrived from Allied countries to assist with their advice. The first of 
these were the British and French. In the latter was Marshal Joffre, 
the hero of the first battle of the Marne. He immediately bec^e a 
popular idol and was pven triumphal receptions when he toured the 
country. Italian, Belgian, Japanese and other missions followed. 


April 28 was a red letter day in the war calendar. On that day the 
Senate and House passed the army draft bill vdiich provided for the call¬ 
ing up of approximately ten million men between the ages of 21 and 31 
for service with the colors. The French and British were asking for 
the immediate despatch of troops to France and in compliance with this 
demand the War Department announced that nine regiments of engi¬ 
neers would be raised immediately and sent abroad. On May 18 the 
President ordered the I st Division of the regular army to France. Mean¬ 
while Major General John J. Pershing had been chosen commander-in- 
chief of our still to be organized expeditionary forces and sent to France 
with a small staff of officers. At the time of his selection Gen. Pershing, 
only recently promoted from the grade of brigadier general, was com¬ 
manding a division of regulars that had been operating in Mexico to 
effect the capture of Villa. 

. June 5 had been fixed as the day for all men eligible under the draft 
to register. In order to provide officers for these prospective citizen 
soldiers camps were opened throughout the country for the instruction 
of officers. These camps were modeled on the volunteer instruction 
camps at Plattsburg that had been inaugurate three years earlier by 
Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood. The finest young men in the nation rushed 
to offer their services and the regular army officers in charge of selection 
found it difficult to keep the numbers down to what properly could be 
handle. These officer candidates were g^ven three months* intensive 
instruction and were graduate in August in time to take care of the 
first quotas of the draft that reporte for duty in the sixteen draft camps 
in September. Other training camps for officers were establishe later. 

Those units of the National Guard which had not been oeere to 
duty in March were calie out by the President July 9. The regular 
army and the navy already were busily recruiting their ranks. Thus, 
within two months, the machinery had been constructed for the manu¬ 
facture of that great military force which by Nov. 11, 1918, had helped 
to topple over the German military autocracy. 

By July the nation was feverishly at work building up the army and 
navy. But there were other equally important measures to be taken 
in the fields of finance and production. To assist in this work eminent 
men in all walks of life were called into government service to serve u|ran 
boards and commissions, and in departments. The women of the nation 
also were mobilized for war service. These answered the call in as great 
numbers and with as much patriotic devotion as the men. 









War! 


I T is a fearful thing to lead this great, peaceful country 
into war, into the most terrible and disastrous of ail 
wars, civilization itself seeming to be in the balance. But 
the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight 
for the things which we have always carried nearest our 
hearts—for democracy, for the right of those who submit 
to authority to have a voice in their own governments, 
for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal 
dominion of right by such a concert of free peoples as shall 
bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world 
itself at last free. 

To such a task we can dedicate our lives and our for¬ 
tunes, everything that we are and everything that vtt 
have, with the pride of those who know that the day has 
c6me when America is privileged to spend her blood and 
her might for the principles that gave her birth and 
happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God 
helping her, she can do no other. —President Wilson to 
Congress, April 2, 1917. 


THE WAR PRESIDENT 


r. 





The War Cabinet: President Wilson. Back row, left to right: WHTlam G. McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury; Thomas W. Gregory, Attorney General; 
Josephus Daniels. Secretary of the Navy; David F. Houston. Secretary of Agriculture; William B. Wilson. Swetary of Labor. 

Front row. left to right: Robert Lansingt Secretary of State; Nevrton D. Baker. Secretary of War; Albert S. Burleson, Postmaster General; Franklin 
K. Lane. Secretary of the Interior; William C. Redfield. Secretary of Commerce. / 
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Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War 

UiK}«*rw«Kwl A CiMlnnwiMMl 



Josephus Daniels. Secretary of the Navy 

U. V. Hii« k 













At 8:30 o'clock in the evening of April 2, 1917, President Wilson ap(>eared in person before Congress, sitting in joint session, and read his message recommend¬ 
ing that a state of war be declared to exist between the United States and the imperial German Government. The war resolution was passed by the Senate 
April 4, by the House April 6. It was signed by the President and became effective the same day. 
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The Commandcr-in-Qiief of the American 
Elxpeditionary Forces came out of the West. 


'Shirt Sleeve” soldiering had prepared General Pershing for the task that faced hm m France. 
‘Over there" the nature of his duties demanded that he ride in limousines and speaal trams, but 
kc worked harder than when he rode horseback in Mexico. u»d«.«Ki * 
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Gen Peyton C March Chief of Staff, Maj. Lawrence Martin and Wa»hington newspaper correspondents. This conference took place twice a week during the summer and fall of 1918. Through 
these reporters the Chief of Staff told American families what their boys were doing in France. Inset: Maj. Lawrence Martin. G. S.. in civil life a distinguished scientist, who was a member of 
Gen. March’s immediate staff. Maj. Martin collated the data upon which Gen. March based his interviews. * 
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Gen. Peyton C. March. Chief of Staff; Edward R. Stettinius. Second 
Assistant Secretary of War, and Frederick P. Keppel. Third Assistant 
Secretary of War. 




Benedict Crowell, the Assistant Secretary of War. 
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Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood. Our oficen* training camps were 9fi 
evolution of the '*Plattsburg idea" for which Gen. Wood vras respon¬ 
sible. During the war Gen. Wood trained two divisions, the 89th 
and lOth. 


Maj. Gen. Hugh L. Scott, Chief of Staff, U. S. Army, when the 
United Sutes entered the war. Upon his retirement for age he 
requested assignment to active duty and was mai commander ^ 
CampDix. ^ 
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4. Maj. Gen. William C. Gokcas. Sul, 
until he retired for ege in October. 191 


n General 


5. Maj. Gen. William M. Black, Chief of Engineers. 
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3 Maj. Gen. Pam C. Hakbib. Adjutant General. 









The War Trade Board. Its du¬ 
ties were to regulate exports and 
imports, and trading with the 
enemy or allies of the enemy. 
Standing, left to right: C. M. 
Woolley, E. F. Gray, /Alonzo E. 
Taylor, Frank C. Munson. 
Seated, left to right: Beaver 
While, Vance McCormick, 
Thomas L. Chadboume, Jr., 
Albert Strauss. 


H»ma A Ewiits 


Maj. Gen. George W. Coethals and staff. Gen. Goethals built the 
Panama Canal. During the late war he was Director of Purchase, 
Storage and Traffic. Gen. Goethak is in center, front row. 


Maj. Gen. Frank McIntyre, Assistant Chief of Staff. 
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FIrs^ general meeting of Naval Advisory Board in Secretary Daniels* office. In this group of distinguished inventors, scientists and business men are Thomas A. Eldison, Chairman ; 
W. R. Whitney, L. H. Biackland. Frank J. Sprague. B. G. Lamme. R. S. Woodward. Arthur G. Webster. A. M. Hunt, Alfred Craven. Spencer Miller. William Le Roy Elmmett. Matthew B 
Hudson Maxim, Peter Cooper Hewitt. Thomas Robins. Howard Coffin. Andrew L. Riker. Henry A. Wise Wood, Elmer A. Sperry, William M. Saunders, Benjamin B. Thayer. 
J. W. Richards and Lawrence_Addiclcs Hwtm a Ewior 












National Council of Defense and Advisory Commission. Seated, left to right: David F. Houston. Secretary of Agriculture; Josephus Daniels, Secretary 
of the Navy; Newton D. Baker, Secretary of War; Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior; William B. Wilson, Secretary of Labor. Standing, left 
to right: Grosvenor B. Clarkson, Secretary ; Julius Rosenwald, Bernard N. Baruch. Daniel Willard. Dr. F. H. Martin, Dr. Hollis Godfrey, Howard E. 
Coffin, and W. S. Gifford. Director. Digitized by H*rri. «* Ewing 
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President Wilson and a group of his aides on the White House veranda. This group met every Wednesday to coordinate national war activities. Seated, 
left to right: Benedict Crowell, First Assistant Secretary of War; William G. McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury and Railroad Administration; President Wilson, 
Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the Navy; Bernard N. Baruch,War Industries Board. Standing, left to right: Herbert Hoover, Bfiod^Ajjimiru^M;^!; Edward 
N. Hurley, Chairman of the Shipping Board; Vance McCormick, Chairman of the War Trade Board, and 









^ War Plans Division of the General Staff in the Winter of 1917-18. Brig. Gen. Lytle Brown, Director of the Division, stands in the 
center of the first row, number 4 from the left. 




oynisgl tonwbilijteciviliy fx the war. Typicat of thete wkiKlkl patiiotk bodies was tlw Illinoft Sute Cou^ 

j&bi. CJ F;.S fCha.m.an> B. F. Harm. Coy«nor Frank 0. b«XT(M« Armour (above Mr. Walker). John H. H 


mobilize civilieii elfort for the war. T^cal of these ,i 


icil. Left to right; 
. Harrison, John P. 
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... « ..t.nrr>.n;rli’n<tirr SccTeUry Duiicb M«tcd. Sundin«, left to right: Major Gen. George Burnett, eomnandant o^ the Marine Coip«: Capt. W. C. W»tu, Judge Arivoeote 
Navy AniataM^ecretao^ »•»* Navy; Rear Admiral Samuel McGowm. P^aito Gmeral: Rm Admi^ Robert S. Gi^, CWrf Engineer; Admiral WUliam 

Gen^; Fiarito D. Reoam^ p... P. M. Earle. Chief of Bureau of Ordnance; Comd. Herbert G. Sparrow, Aide to the Secretary: Rear Admiral Charlei W. Park*. Chief of the 

IJSrS yS? of the Bureau of Navigation: Rear Admiral WUliam C. Brai.ted, Surg«,n General. 
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British War Mission. Arthur Balfour, ex-premier of England, seated in middle, wearing a silk hat. The group comprises leading military, naval 
an cominercia experts of the British Empire, sent over as soon as America declared war to aid us with their advice, based on three years* war experience. 


Underwood A UodorHood 














Italian War Mission. This group of celebrities helped arouse the 
Italians in America to put forth the splendid effort that distinguished 
them during the war. Harnn & kwIiik 


French War Mission. Marshal joffre, hero of the first Battle of the 
Marne, stands in the center of the group, wearing a military cape 
overcoat. That figiire and uniform later became familiar and 
popular during the Marshal’s tour of the United States. * 
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Patriotic men of all ages and conditions in life besieged recruiting offices in the first weeks of the war, demanding to be enrolled as soldiers or sailors. 
These crowds often Stood in line for days before they could reach the overworked recruiting officers. 

Scene in a National Guard Armory in New York City when the first call came for volunteers to fill up the ranks of militia regiments. Note 
the splendid types of young men who are offering themselves for military service. im. Kum 8«vio« 

e 









When the local militia marched away to their mobilization camps, scenes like this were repeated in hundreds of towns. No doubt your own town had a 
similar farewell parade in which discipline for the moment was forgotten. This outfit belonged to the Seventh Regiment, Illinois National Guard, Chicago. 

Sending their men to war with a kiss and a smile was one of the biggest jobs women had in the war days. SometimesJears forced them¬ 
selves through the smiles and sobs had to be choked back as in this case. f 
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New York’s famous Central Park was turned into a drill field when the war tocsin sounded. It was filled from dawn until sunset with **rookies*’ learning 
’’squads east.” This particular outfit of volunteers was made up of recruits of the 12th Regt. Inf., N. Y. National Guard. 

When Johnny marched away on the first leg of his trip to the battlefield his best girl went along as far as the train. "All aboard” was 


the signal for a barrage of kisses and the long embrace that sometimes was the last one. 


Digitized by 


Underwo od A UiK 

C-oog e 




As the spdnsor of the Plattsburg idea, from which were developed the officers’ training camps, Maj. Gen. Wood maintained a lively interest in these 
schools even amidst the press of other affairs. The general is seen here addressing student officers at Ft. McPherson, Ga. On the right is Col. S. W. Noyes, 
commanding officer of the camp. 

Cviitrsl New Photo Sorviro 
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First Officers’ Training Camp at Plattsburg. “Rookies” in an open air school. The regular army officer standing in the center is lecturing to the class. 
Making army officers in three months was a “hurry up” job. It was necessary to utilize every minute. When the young candidates for commission were 
tired from drilling they sat down and listened to a lecture 


Un<i(»r««>od A L'nderw ood 


Maj. Theodore Roosevelt leading a company of officer cand!^.. 
ihess at first Plattsburg training camp. Maj. Roosevelt foui 
France with the First Division, was wounded.'decoratcd. and 
home a lieutenant coIonelp|g|^|^gjj 


Student officers at Ft. Myer Training Camp learning bayonet work. 
Each bundle of switch^ represented a German, so when the embryo 
officer missed the mark he was theoretically dead. 













Col. Tlicodorc Roosevelt addressing the student officers at the second 
R. 0. T. C., Fort Sheridan. Oct. 8. 1917. 


TTie ‘‘slacker hunt” 
in New^jy^rk^ty. 
This tlcpy. however, 
had his registration 
card. 


Learning to handle the big guns at Ft. Mon¬ 
roe. The men graduated here later handled 
the big guns that helped blast our way to 
victory. 


Secretary Baker handing his commission to a Making a landing at 

successful candidate at the Ft. Myer Training the Army Balloon 

Camp. President and Mrs. Wilson were on- School, Ft. Sill, Ok- 

lookers. Ceninu New* l*hou> Sorx wr lahomS. 
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The scroll of Fate. As the numbers 
were drawn in Washington, lists were 
posted in all the draft districts of 
the country. Crowds like the one 
in this New York City scene searched 
the lists day and night. 


N. Y. HcraJd 


Typical scene in a Chicago district board draft office. Drafted men 
answering the questionnaires. E. H. Roche, standing at the left 
is in charge. . „ 

lot. Film Senriee 


a uisscai lULicry. --- uroit 

number. This number was 258, which meant that each man in the 


that 


4,577 selective draft districts of the United States holding 
number was the first man called to the colors in his district. 

O j rml^*nroii«llAjl.'r4dr-n»'o<id 
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The group in this picture typify the democracy of the American Saying goodbye to mother. This was the hardest part of going to 

Army. The man in knickerbockers is Kingdon Gould. Ini. Film .S»*rvis*« WfilF. Most American mothers, like the one in this picture, played 

the game as bravely as their sons. 
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When the men of the National Anny marched away to War, they were made to feel that the nation was behind them. 
Michigan Avenue amidst a tornado of cheering. 


These Chicago draft men swept 


Int. Film Sprvie# 
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^fwiUi|^ spuit in which America accepted the draft always is tesUfied to by these "miodhv” 

«een«s. The men in the cars are Brooklyn draft men bound for Yaphank. ^ a-Kau?^’’^ 


New York City reviewing iu army of draft 
men before they left for ^mp. 
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Soldiers and citizens too. Because of lack of uniforms draft men 
in many camps learned to drill in the **civies'* they wore from home. 
These men were from Cincinnati. J- 


The camps were not hnished when the first draft quotas arrived. 
The job called for speed. Drills began at once amidst the confusion 
of building operations. Camp Upton* Yaphank* N. Y. 


Getting ac q uai nt ed vrith a mesa kit—a coinplica^d busineaa.' 
.**rookies** from New York Gty at their first mest in camp. 


Dinfl 


All dressed up in UnckSam'siAuform. Draft men at a Teaas canop 
just after dr a w ing full uniform equipment. 
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This man refused to claim exemption, although he could have done so. This single photograph, snapped by a ncwspaF>cr c^Lme^aman at the Union 
Station in Kansas City, tells better than a whole page of news|>a(>er print the tragedy war brought to millions of American families. Kansas city Post 
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“Hiking** long distances hardened the new soldiers for the tasks 
ahead. It was hard work but. like true soldiers, these men at Camp 
Grant seem to have got some fun out of it. 


Gen. Pershing, in all his communications from France, emphasized 
training in shooting. Here is a target practice view at Camp Grant, 
showing how marksmen were made. 






Bayonet practice under a July sun in Texas. These soldiers are 
simulating actual war conditions by fighting with gas masks and 
*‘tin hats.” 


“Going over the top” iii pfactice at Fort Foote, Md. 
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Husky Westerners jumping into the **eiiemyV* trendi witii fixed 
bayonets. Csmp Lewis» Washington. 



KlUkLl 111 


**The spirit of this army is the spirit 
of the offensive, and we want to be 
just as offensive as we can," said 
Maj. Gen. Charles H. Martin of the 
86th Div., one day at Camp Grant. 
One ct the many wa3rs in which he 
inculcated this spirit among the 
"Blackhawks," was the series of 
boxing tournaments he vigorously 
maintained. The General is shown 
presenting a cup to Col. B. T. Sim¬ 
mons of the 344th Inf., whose 
boxers won the I72d Brig, tourna¬ 
ment. 


Shoolmg at targets 500 yards away. CXir, shooting astounde^ the 
French and cfismajfed the Germans. 
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Review of 53d F. A. Brig., 28th Div., Camp Hancock, Ga. The effectives of an artillery brigade comprise 208 officers and 4,769 men. An artillery 
brigade includes two regiments of li|^t artillery, each manning twenty four pieces, and one. regiment manning twenty four howitzers. A brigade utilizes ^883 
animals. 
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Human Service Flag comprising 2,000 sailors at tht U. S. Naval Training Station, San Francisco. Camp in the back ground. 
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THE YANKS ARE COMING 



.CLAS&OV/ 45000 

ANCHESTtR 4000 
VERPOOL 844000 
RISTOU PORTS 11000 
FALMOUTH lOOa 

LYMOUTH 1000 

SOUTHAMPTON 57000 
ONOON 6ZOOO 
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QUEBEC 11000'' 

MONTREAL 34000'- 

Cl*.-OHMS 1000 

HALIFAX 5000' 

PORTLAND 6000- 

BOSTON 46000V 

NEW YORK 1656 OOO-* 

PMILA. 35O0O.| 

BALTIMORE 4000h 

NORi=oLK I asaoool; 




This Map Illustrates Troop Sailings from American Ports to Great Britain and France 


During our 19 months of war more than 2,000,000 American soldiers were 
carried to France. Half a million of these went over in the first 13 
months and a million and a half in the last 6 months. 

The highest troop-carrying records are those of July, 1918, when 306,000 
soldiers were carried to and May, 1919, when 330,000 were 

brought home to America. ^ 

Most of the troops who sailed for France left from New York. Half 
of them landed in Great Britain and the other half landed in France. 
Among every 100 Americans who went over 49 went in British ships, 45 
in American ships, 3 in Italian, 2 in French, and I in Russian shipping 
under English control. 

.Our cargo ships avdaged one complete trip every 70 days and our troop 
shijpts one coii4>lete trip every 35 days. 


The cargo fleet war almost exclusively American. It reached the size 
of 2,600,000 deadweight tons and carried to Europe about 7,500,000 tons 
of cargo. 

The greatest troop-carrier among all the ships has been the LeHaUuau 
which landed 12,000 men, or the equivalent of a German division, in 
France every month. 

The fastest transports have beeA the Cred Northern and the Northern 
Pacific^ which have made complete turnarounds, taken on new troops, 
and started back again in 19 days. * 

LEONARD P. AYRES, Colonel, G. S.. 

Chief of the Statistics Branch of the General Staff. 
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This is a sample of the vigorous troop movement set in motion by General March after he got back from France. These 
ferry boats at Alpine Landing, N. J., that will carry them to the transport at Hoboken. This picture was witihbeld 
of embarkation. ^ 


ihowM a place 
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MajcM' GdicraJ IDavid C. Shanks who Ka/vdiod 
the great troop rno>’emciits from Hoboke n . 
Inuring the war 1,656,000 men were expedited 
fron that port. 


O-S 




Gcncnl March was sending GenerJ P^ing more than 10.000 troops a day when this picture 
was made at Hoboken in July. 1918. These soldiers are boarding the Leviathan. 
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German passenger liner “Vaterland.’ leaving Hoboken for France. During the Spring and Summer of 1918 the "Leviathan" averaged 27 days for the 
rouM trip. The Levi Nathan, as the soldiers called her, carried on each eastern vc^age 12.000 soldiers, or the equivalent of a German division, and a crew of 2,000. This picture was withheld 
during the War out of deference to the British, who did not wish to give the enemy an opportunity to study the system of camouflage used by the Allies. ^y 
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Major General Grote Hutchinson during the war despatched to France from Newport' News^88,000 men. 
second in importance. 


Of the embarkation ports the Virginia city was 


Troops waiting to board ship at Newport News. 


Embarkation officers checking off each soldier from the company roll. 


Fighting men in full pack go aboard. 


•‘Go^by^g^xic.y 


Hello! France.*! 
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The Great Adventure. 



Digitized by ^ooQle 







nir I 


48 



As the troopship travels the lane where the U-boat lurks these “buddieV* ^X^ippets bf t^ie Sea. Submanne chasers on the alert, 

hold council. 
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The Yanks are Coming. In this 4eet are seen the troop ships “George Washington” and “America” steaming majestically towrard France. Photographed 
May 18. 1918. ^ 
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The destroyer Henderson throwing out smoke screen to protect convoy. “Ever”, says Lieutenant Colonel Palmer,” the destroyer weaving its watchful 
course of guardianship in all weathers will remain the symbol of devout gratitude to all nien who have crossed the Atlantic in this war. 


Scanning the sea from the pilot house of a destroyer. Owing to 
the unceasing vigilance of the Navy not^ one'Elast4>ound American 
transport was torpedoed or damaged by the cnemv. 
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Sharply on the lodcout for periscopes freat “blimps" escorted our 
troop fleets as they approached the shores of France. “Blimp" is 
slang for dirigible balloon. wr^n, 


Signalling from a destroyer.' 
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A deckload of **ash cans’* aboard U. S. S. Whipple. A full supply of 
depth bombs, each containing 300 pounds of hi^ explosives, ready 
to be dumped on undersea pirates. 


The destructive range of depth charge is 200 feet from point of 
detonation. Photographed from aboard U. S. S. Whipple May 18, 
1918. 


Digitized by 


Google 










FMOgnized the importance of Brest as a seaport but it remained for the American army to give it fullest develooment 
791,000 Yankee soldiera first set foot on French soil. ^ 


It was here that 
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From prairies pioneered by Mar¬ 
quette and Joliet, came gallant 
men of Illinois to fight side by side 
with compatriots rf the intrepid 
‘voyageurs.” Soldiers of 129th 
Inf., 33d Div. on lighter H. S. B. 
34, at Brest, May 23, 1918. 
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**The sea wm all ri^t. Let the navy have it, but give them the 
lahd. They were soldiers.'* Lieut^ Gd. Palmer in "Ammca In 
^France." 
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Etfly arrivals. 
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**So thU is France!” Americans getting their first view of the soil they had come 3,000 miles to fight on. The ‘•Leviathan/* carrying 12,000 troops, 4,000 sailors, 
200 Red Cron nurses and 700 casual officers was coming to anchor in the busy harbor of Brest when this picture was taken. An hour before the huge 
UMsport had been attacked by a nest of German U-boats and had successfully fought them aS with stern guns and the assistaiKe of des^oyers. y 
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Giving. France the “once over** from the decks of the first transport 
to arrive in France, June 26, 1917. 


French civilians gathered to welcome the first arrivals. 
“Les Yankees sont arrives! Vivent les Yankees.” 
(“The Yankees have come! Long live the Yankees.”) 




‘l^e vanguard of the two million in 
France. Soldiers of the Furst Divi¬ 
sion arriving June 26, 1917. This 
was the first combat outfit to land. 
Some aviators and medical units 
had preceded them. 
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Debarkation of the 42ncl (Rainbow) Division at St. Nazaire. This famous division, made up of National Guard outfits from twenty-seven states and the 
District of Columbia, landed its headquarters at St. Nazaire Nov. 1, 1917. Other contingents landed at St. Nazaire, Brest and Liverpool, Eng., from Nov 1. 
to Dec. 7. 
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Elarly arrivals 
marching 
through the 
streets of an¬ 
cient Brest. 
For two years 
this French 
port echoed to 
the tread of 
marching 
Yankees, go- 
i n g towards 
the front and 
later flowing 
home. 


areas. 


From the 
transports ar¬ 
riving troops 
marched t o 
nearby rest 
camps for a 
few days be¬ 
fore boarding 
"Ghevaux 8” 
for training 


More of. the Rainbow Division at St. Nazaire—the 117th Engineers. 
The two leadmg hgures are GJ. William Kelly, commanding, and 
Lieut. Gd. Harold Hetrick. 


Street scene in St. Nazaire during the early days when hrance was 
strange and wonderful to the Americans and they were admired 
curiosities to the French. 
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Fifth Marines on way to training field, June, 1917. Their first ride in the now famous '*Hommes 4U, Chevauz 8’* (40 men or 8 horses). In these "side door Pullmans" our soldiers 
traveled wherever they went, except at the front. Then they "hiked" or rode in trucks. The "Hommes 48, Chevauz 8" furnished many of the famous jokes of the A. E. F. 
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The firtt armed force of 1 foreign power to march in England's capital since the time of the Conqueror. Thirteenth Engineers (Chicago) crossing Westminster Brid^. Aug. 15. 1917. 
In the column also were the Eleventh En^eers (New York), and the Fifteenth Engineers (Pittsburg). (In inset.) Maj. Gen. John j. Pershing. Commander-in-Chief of the American Expeditionary 
Forces, and his staff landing at Liverpool. June 8, 1917. He and a British General inspect the guard of honor. The following day General Pershing was welcomed in London by King George. 
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Gen. Pershing and Gen. Pelletier. French army, reviewing honor 
guard of French marines on dock at Boulogne. 


Pershing arrives in France. The general and his staff on a Channel 
steamer being welcomed by French civil and military dignitaries at 
Boulogne, June 13, 1917. 


Gen. Pershing meeting the French officials sent to welcome him and 
his staff at Boulogne. 


A notable group at the Boulogne railway station. In the front row. 
left to right, are: Colonel, the Count de Chambrun, descendant or 
La Fayette, General Pelletier, Gen. Pershing and Maj. (later Major 


General) James G. Harbord, his chief of staff T 
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Penhing meets the Poilu. At the Boulogne railway station where the American commander took train for Paris. A guard of honor of French infantry, in 
full front line panoply, was drawn up for his iiupection. 
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Paris welcomed Pershing with wild enthusiasm. Although unknown to them he typihed the power of the great sister republic that was coming to save the 


people of France from the devastator, 
conquering, marshals or crown^ heads. 


The simple republican soldier was received with all the popular honors- that heretofore had been reserved for 
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A truly glorious Fourth. G>lor guijd 
•econd batulion. 16th Inf., 1st Div., at 
Austeriitz ^tion. Paris. This battalion 
ti^ part in a remarkable demonstration 
when it marched through the streets of Paris. 
July 4, 1917. Col. de Chambrun and Capt. 
de Marenches quote a French spectator, 
who remarked on this occasion: “Orders 
are pronnptly executed, maneuvers are 
effected with skill, everyone knows his place 
and his business. The operations of dis- 
embarking, gathering the small units and 
marching to the barracks are carried out 
with discipline and order. The men are 
well set up and seem perfectly at ease on 
French soil. With then khaJd uniforms 
clo» cut than those of the English, vrith 
thw picturesque sombreros and their 
oninaitly practical equipment, they give 
the impression of cohesion. The soldiers 
appear to be strong, athletic and healthy, 
and one has the feelii^ that the nerves of 
such a troop will act with force and precision 
at the hour of combat.** 


Second battalion, 16th Inf., Ut Div., inarching through streets of 
Paris from railway station to Reuilly barracks. 


Ancrican and French officers. 
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Compatriots of Lafayette rejoice at the first appearance of American soldiers in Paris as they march from Reuilly Barracks to do honor to the memory ot 

Washington’s comrade in arms. July 4, 1917. These are men of the 2d Bn.; 16th Inf. 
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“Laiaycttc, wc are here I” Historic scene at the tomb of the Marquis de Lafayette when General Pershing uttered the apothegm -attributed to him by 
press correspondents. Army officers later declared that these words were spK>ken by Lt. Co\, Charles E. Stanton. Q. M. C., of General Pershing’s staff. 

CM iM 


French crowds cheer men of the 16th Infantry as they leave Picpus cemetery after doing honor to the memory of Lafayette. 
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In the shadow of Napoleon’s tomb on Independence Day, 1^17. General Pershing. Marshal Joffre, President Poincare. Paul Deschanel,William G. Sharp, 
U S. Ambassador, and other American and French notables review second battalion of the 16th Inf. 



General Pershing is presented with a stand of colors by the French 
Sons of the Cincinnati, descendants of French officers who fought in 
the American revolution. 


No sooner are the ceremonies of greeting over than General Pershing 
gets down to business. Here he is acquiring first hand information 
at a French aviation center. 
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Busy days for the **C-in-C. 


In the modest comer room at 31 Rue G^nstanline, Paris, Major General John j 
Expeditionary Forces. With that iron jaw could he fail to win? 


Pershing laid the foundation of the American 















TRAINING AND TRENCH HGHTING 

^^All ifistruction must contemplate the assumption of a vigorous offensive. This purpose will be emphasized 
in every phase of training until it becomes a settled habit of thought.’’—General John J. Pei^ing^. 


“We did not enter this war for anything but a decision,*' said a dis¬ 
tinguished officer of the General Staff during the course of a lecture at 
General Headquarters in France in which he described the training of 
American combat troops. 

There never was a question in the imod of G. H. Q., he said, that the 
German lines could be broken by American troops. 

^ “With the idea of the offensive as the only possible role to fit the Amer¬ 
ican characteristics and mission in the war,** he added, 'also went the 
idea of an aggressive, self-reliant infantry as the basis of aU organization. 
Only with troops imbued with the crffensive spirit can decisive results 
be obtained.** 

The fundamental doctrine insisted upon by General Pershing is found 
in his statement of the general principles governing the training of units 
of the American Elxpeditionary Forces: 

“The methods to be employed must remain or become distinctly our 
own. 

“The general principles governing c6mE>at remain unchanged in 
their essence. This war has developed special features which involve 
spedal phases of training, but the fundamental ideas enunciated in our 
Drill Regulations, Small Arms Firing Manual, Field Service Regulations 
and other service manuals remain the guide for both officers and soldiers 
and constitute the standard by which their efficiency is to be measured, 
except as modified in detail by instructions from riiese headquarters. 

“The rifle and the bayonet are the principal weapons of the In¬ 
fantry soldier. He will be trained to a high degree of skill as a marks¬ 
man both on the target range and in field firing. An aggressive spirit 
must be developed until the soldier feels himself, as a bayonet fighter, 
invincible in battle.'* 

The early period of training and trench warfare is thus described by 
Brigadier General Fox Conner, Chief G-3, G. H. Q.: 

“WTien the great German offensive of March, 1918, began America 
had four divisions in the line. One of these (the 1st) held its own sec¬ 
tor north of Toul while the 26th in the Chemin-des-l5ames, the 42nd in 
the Luneville, and the 2d in the Verdun-St. Mihiel sectors were bri¬ 
gaded with the French for a first tour of duty in the trenches. Prior 


to the opening of the German offensive the guiding principles which 
had been adopted for the employment of arriving divisions were in out¬ 
line as follows: 

“Arriving divisions would be sent to a training area (the artillery to 
one of the special camps) for a period of from one to two memths. During 
this period the division was to be equipped, receive special training and 
become acclimated in the atmosphere of war. Upem the completion of 
this preliminary period the division was to be bri^^ed in quiet sectors 
with units of our Allies for a month or six weeks* duty in the trenches. 
After this period of actual service the division was to be reassembled 
in a training area and receive a memth's instruction in which attention 
would be especially devoted to maneuvering as. a division. Upon the 
completion of this last month's instruction the division would take its 
place on the battle front. The German offensive,'however, made neces¬ 
sary the abandonment of the policy above outlined. During the period 
to include July 15, 1918, it was essential to throw American tro^s into 
the fight at the earliest possible moment in order that the war mi^t not 
be lost, and after July 15 it was only by the maximum use of American 
troops that winning the war in 1918 became possible. The 1^ Division 
was therefore the only division which followed strictly the program 
originally intended. 

“In Sq;>tember of 1917 it had been decided that the logical employ¬ 
ment of the first American army to be formed was to be found in the 
reduction of the St. Mihiel salient. In preparation for this operation 
it had been arranged that as our divisions as such were ready to enter 
the line they should be placed on the St. Mihiel front, thus gradually 
creating a purely American sector. The German series of offensives 
and the necessity of breaking up those offensives at all costs—with 
corrollaries such as the desire, arising from necessity, of our allies to 
raise the morale of their soldiers through the appearance of our soldiers 
at Afferent parts of the front, and willingness of the British to increase 
our troop shipping provided our troops were sent to the British front for 
preliminary training—served, however, to upset our plans with regard 
to St. Mihiel for many weary months. In fact, by the end of June, 1918, 
our troops were literally spread from Switzerland to the Elnglish Qiannel 
and only the constant and firm determination of the Commander-in- 
Chief eventually to assemble our forces prevented that task from being 
abandoned as hopeless.*' 










Famous Blue Devils showed our 1st 
Division how to hurl grenades. 
Strained arms soon taught us that 
the overhand bowling throw was the 
best. 



A 



“An Aggressive spirit must be developed until the soldier feels 
himself, as a bayonet lighter, invincible in battle.” Gen. John J. 


”The Tin Lizzie” is what the doughboys dubbed the Chauchat 
automatic rifle whose uses are being explained by an Alpine Chasseur. 
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Marines in French helmets throwing bombs from trench. 



Five wound stripes on the right sleeve of the French veteran on the 
left give a hint of the experience that qualifies him to teach our soldiers 
the use of the rifle grenade. 


American baseball pitchers might find serious rivals in these French 
grenade tossers. 
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The gossips. 


With the old as well as the young our soldiers were on intimate and 
cordial terms 
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The British 
became so pro¬ 
ficient in the 
use of the 
machine gun 
that they 
could lay down 
barrages as ac¬ 
curately as ar- 
tillerymcn. 
His Majesty’s 
officers in¬ 
structing our 
m e n i n t he 
handling of the 
Vickers gun. 


Capt. L. C. 
Debcnham, of 
the British 
Army in¬ 
structs our 
officers and 
non-coms on 
the machine 
gun range. 


Sgt. Hirro, 15th Ba., B. EL (ormeriy 
1st Regt.« New Mexico Natioml Guard 
teaching a detail of Yanks. 


Advancing on ‘‘enemy^ positions. 


Maj. Gen. C A. Blackloick (left) and Brig. 
Gen. A. G. Huhbafk, B. E. F., watching 
the training of Americans. 


Digitized by 


Google 























French soldier mask on Yank so that gas cannot leak through* 


“The Infantry Soldier will be trained to a hi|^ degree of skill as a 
marksman* b^h on the rifle range and in field firing.” Gen. John J. 
Pershing. 
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The chivalrous Yank, when not fighting alongside the men of France, oJten helped the women in their arduous toil. Lucy, France. Aug. 16, 1918. 
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Men of the 42d 
Div., in g a s 
masks, hurl 
bombs. 


French soldiers 
acting as in- 
structors 
to marines on 
the rifle range. 




A squadron of whippets at the Gondre- 
court school. 


‘‘Hawkcycs** of the 168th Inf. (former Iowa 
National Guards), marching through Rolampont, 
February 4. 1918. 


“Leathernecks** of the 95th (^mp^y. 
Marines, at Sommedieue, watch Poilus 
march to front. April 29, 1918. 
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Lads used to bath rooms and steam heat looked back on billets like these as luxuries, after front line experience. Nordluimthem. May 20. 1918. 



(Upper left hand corner). Entrance to G. H. Q. For more than a year American head¬ 
quarters was a place of mystery to a hundred million Americans. General headquarters 
of the A. E. F. was established at Chaumont, Haute Marne, in September 1917. 


(Upper right hand corner). Barracks B, G. H. Q. On the second floor, over the middle 
doorway was the office of the “C-in-C" (Commander-in-Qfi?f^. In the A. E. F|everything 
possible was reduced to initials for brevity’s sake. 1 I 
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The brain center of the A. E. F. An air view of “G. H. Q/*, Chaumont. The buildings surrounding the rectangle housed the general staff of the A. E. F. 

and the hundreds of officers attached thereto. 






Officers of the 1st Diy, (18th Inf.) 
at mess during march to take up 
their positions in the sector north 
of Toul. 


“There was nothing'downhearted about their mood, as you saw by 
their faces.” writes Lt. Col. Palmer of the men of the 1st. div. when 
they went into the trenches in the Ansauville sector Jan. 19. 1918. 


two cm railway mount. One gun and gui 
at Haussimont. Marne, prior to going int( 
C O . Lti. Harris and rursl. 


The first American heavy artillery used in the war 
crew of Battery M. 52d Art. Photographed Feb 11 
action Feb. 13 at Butte de Mesnil. Cap*. A. G. Car 
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Taking a look at Jerry. Officers and men of the 18th inf., 1st Div., in the front line,. Ansauville sector, Jan. 20, 1918. 
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Cold! We ll say it was cold. The day in January 1918. when this picture was taken on the Kishwaukee range, Camp Grant, it was fifteen degrees below’ zero. These arc hardy “Black- 
hawks*'of the 343rd Inf.. Colonel Charles R. Howland commanding. In training the men of the 172nd Brigade, to which Col. Howland's regiment belonged. Brig. Gen. Charles H. Martin 
rigorously insisted upon the shooting and march discipline demanded by General Pershing. He had the earnest co-operation of his regimental commanders. Col. Howland and Col. Benjamin 
T. Simmons, and the friends of the brigade claimed that there were no finer soldiers in the Nationai Army than those of the 172nd Brigade. The training program never ^took cognizance of 
weather conditions. Some surprisingly good scores were made the day this picture was taken. We remember that Major Charles Collette made a perfect score at 700 yards. J. C. R 

ypr/if C '.V- .C - 




In the Toul Sector where the Ut Division took over the first trenches 
to be held by Americans. 


Soldiers ot the lOlst Inf., 26th Div., in the practice trenches, Neuf- 

chateau. 
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Supply train of the 42cl Div. on the way to Rolampont. 


General Pershing insisted on rigorous march discipline. This Yank 
is temporarily exhausted but he’ll be up and away in a few minutes. 
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1 he gun that hred the first shot for America. Its position was in the Luneville sector* 400 meters east of Bathelemont. The piece was manned by a 
section of Battery C, 6th F. A., 1st Div., Capt. Idus R. McLendon, commanding* and was fired at 6:05 A. M.* Oct. 23* 1917. The gun is now at the United 
States Military Academy, West Point. ry 
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*.‘Hcre lie the first soldiers of the United States to fall on the soil of France for liberty and justice.’* This is the inscription on the graves of Corp. James 
D. Gresham and Private Thomas F. Enright and Merle D. Hay of the 16th Inf., 1st Div., who were killed on the night of Nov. 3, 1917, when a German 
patrol raided a part of the trenches near Bures occupied by Americans. . Bathelemont, France. 
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A gas alarm. Soldiers of the First Division in a dugout on the 
front line. 


Yl M. C. A. worker serving hot choc<Jate to Yanks and Poilus in 
front line. 


Digitized by 


Google 


















88 



First aid. Bertrichamps, April 26, 1918. 


A dressing station at the front near Bertrichamps, April 26, 1918. 
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Firing a Stokes mortar. 


Sgt. John Lctzing, 104th Inf., 26th Div., proudly exhibits his prisoner, 
Robert Froehlich. Froehlich was the first German soldier captured 
by the 26th Div. February 17, 1918. 


**How!'* Yanks and Poilus in the front line drink a toast to the 
Allies. April 16, 1918. 


Beloved of all Yanks. Miss Gladys McIntyre of the Salvation 
Anny, serving doughnuts to the men of the 26d) Drir. Ansauviilers. 
April 9. 1918. 
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Cannoneers of the 6th Artillery on way to front in Toul Sector, 
January 1^ 1918. 




After a three days’ march in the 
snow, the 42d Div. arrives in Rol- 
ampont area. This is the 117th 
supply train. At the head of the 
column Mr. J. G. Luckett recog¬ 
nizes Maj. A. E. Devine, Sgts. 
Milton Gaines, Marion Settegast, 
Capt. Robert L. Smith and him¬ 
self. 
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In “suk^loor Pullmuit” Yanki of the lOItt Inf., 26th Div.. leave 
tor the Soissons front. Fcl>ruaiy, 1918. 
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Doiq^boys and machine gunners of 165th 
Inf. (69th Inf. N. Y. N. G.), about to 
move up to front line. Croisinarf, March 
I 1918. 


Funeral of Private Dyer J. Bird, 166th Inf. (4th 
Inf. 0. N. G.), at I>om^vin, March 3, 1918. 
Private Bird was killed in a listening post by 
(Wroan patrol. 


Lt. Col. George Florence, Major R. G. 
Allen and members of staff of 166th Inf. 
leaving dugoi^-for inspection cl lines at 

Dp^zel^by vjOO^ IC 
















































In sector near Badonvilier occupied by “Hawkeyes” of 168th Inf. 
American and French officers cut wire preparatory to a raid. March 
17. 1918. 


Trench mortar torpedo bursting in German trench near Badonvilier. 
March 17. 1918. 


Patrol under Lieut. Curry going out into No Man’s Land. Badon¬ 
vilier. March 18. 1918. 
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Going over the top at Badonvilier, March 17, 1918. Frenchmen 
and lowans of the 168th Inf. advance into no man's land through 
breach in wire. 
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fat die ^ Diy. trenches. Lunevilie Sector, the Secretary of War 
cfaums with a douflfalxqr from Alabama. March 19. 1918. 


Secretary Baker seeks first4iand bfbrniation. H 

parapet in the Lunevilie Sector. Mardi 19. 1918. 
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■'Mr Baker.” says Colonel dc Chambrun, "with a laudable zeal and a complete indifference to danger, which would have done credit to a seasoned trooper, also trenches 

where the American divisions, under heavy bombardment, were becoming experts in the use of arms." The Secretary looks as "hard-boiled as one of Reilly s Bucks. 2 Mr. Baker and 
Maj. Gen. Charles T Menoher. of the 42d Div. in ruined church at Badonviiler March 19. 1918. 
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There were no more intrepid soldiers 
than the men of the Field Signal 
Battalions. Lt. E. H. Cooper 
snapped these men of the 26th Div. 
as they were going forward to install 
phones in observation stations in 
Soissons sector March 12, 1918. 




Salvation Army laaties, God bless theml Misses Gladys and' Irene 
Mclnt 3 rre, Mjotle Turldnston and Stella Young of the Salvation 
Army make pies for soldiers of the 26th Div. AnsauviUors, April 9. 
1919 ^ 
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Major Noble B. Judah and Lieutenant F. R. Wulsin, Intelligence 
Officers of the 42d Div., quizzing prisoners at Baccarat. 
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! .0 FiglTfiv 

k). 1918. ! .8 
cattle contijnoD 


Fit to Fight. Secretary Baker, General Pershing. Maj. Gen. Hunter Liggett and Col. John L. Hines. C. 0., J ^ dat^tf 

20, 1918. Eight days later General Pershing sent this cable: “First Division is considered fit for any service and ^ ^ 

battle continues." (Inset). Secretary Baker and Maj. Gen. Charles T. Menoher of the 42d Div. in the front line, Luneville SertSft Mar^9^W H 
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A 42d Dir. outpoat in the Woods of Pairogr, East LaneviDe^ Much 5, 1918. The 42d Dnr. was Acn serving with the 7th Coqis, French Anny. A 

few moments after this picture was taken the posftian was Mown up by enemy fire. 
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Smiles from a pretty Red Cross girl. 
They made as much for morale as 
the delicious doughnuts &nd coffee. 
Miss MHdred Cowing while 

Miss M. D. Andress stands by to 
serve doughnuts. 


Right up front on the edge of No Man’s Land the precious letters 
from home were received in the Marines’ sector. P. C.‘ Moscou, 
April 17. 1918. 


“Dcre Mable.!’ A gunner in the doprway of a bombproof shelter 
writes to his sweetheart in the far'Off U. S. A. 
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Secretary Baker made his hrst visit 
to the A. E. F.. March 19, 1918. Front 
row: General .Pershing. Mr. Baker, 
William C. Sharp, U. S. Ambassador to 
France; Maj. Gen. W. M. Black. C. E. 
Back row; >^Capt. de Marenches, French 
Army; 0>l. Carl Boyd, Lt. Col. M. L. 
Brett, Col. Fox Conner, Commander 
R. D. White, U. S. N.; Ralph A. Hayes. 
Secretary to Mr. Baker. 


Meuiwhile at Fremenil in the Toul Sector the F. A. is engage 

the enemy. A Cerman shell bursts over the position occupied by 

Battery C. 


*The Bhie Print Era.’* On an obaervation car. Secretary Baker 
and Gen. Pershing inspect vast depot project at Nazaire. Brig. 
Gen. W. W. Atterbi^, who gave up yi» Presidency of Pennsylvaaia 
Knes to wwve, explains the plans. 


Digitized by 


C'.oogle 












100 



“For Valor.” Maj. Theodore Roosevelt, 1st Bn., 26th Inf., cites 
Lieut. C. R. Holmes and Sgt. J. A. Murphy for bravery in raid near 
Bois TEveque, April 5, 1918. 


On the way to stop the German drive the 1st Bn., 26th Inf., marches 
through Scxey Aux Forges, April 6, 1918. 


Men of the 3th F. A. induce a balky animal to board a train at Toul. 


A gallant airman. Maj. Raoul Lufbcrry (wearing six decorations) 
chatting with Maj. J. W. F. M. Hufier of 94th Aero Squadron. Toul, 


April 18, I9ia 
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Before tKe battle. Chaplain Lyman Rollins, 101st Inf., administers 
fVpUm RolUns is now rector of St. Michael s Protestant Episcopal church. 
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ion in the Pantheon Cave near the Chemin des Dames, Feb. 20, 1918. 
lead. Mass. 
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A direct hit on the church at Rambucourt. A German battery fired 
five shells at the edifice before this one partially destroyed it. April 

20. 1918. 


However, there was plenty of retaliation. This is a “heavy** just 
fired by “Hoosiers** of the 150th F. A. near St. Pole. 
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The earth trembles as Battery D.. 150th F. A., thunders on the line at Reherrey. The smoke from the howitzers may be seen arising from the camouflage 

at the roadside. A motion picture of the same scene shows a lively agitation of the camera. 
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Men of Co. H 


165th Inf., throw 


ing hand grenades 


at Heinie near 


Brouville, April 16, 
1918. 




Snipers in cam- 


gence personnel of 
the l^th Inf. at 
Badonviller in 
elaborate equip¬ 
ment first devised 
by British for 
scouting in No 
Man’s LancL 






’’Where you been, Sarge, up front?” genially asked an M. P. of a 
first sergeant returning with a cokimn like this. “Yes,” was the <kry 
answer. “Where you been? Right here?”. Fifth Marines passing 
tliTough Sommedieue on the way from the trenches. 


Bunk fatigiK up front. Men of the 167th Inf. (formerly 4th Ala.) 
resting in the line near Neuvillen May 10, 1918. 
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‘'Nos Sauveurs/* As deliverers the little French children greeted the early arrivals. The advancing cohimn is the 101 st Ammunition Train. 

Souiosse, April 10. 1918. 
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The first American division to enter an active battle sector in Europe. Historic scene at Chaumont-en-Vexin. April 16, 1918, when, on the eve of their 
departure for the front opposite Montdidier, General Pershing addressed the officers of the Ist Div., reminding them of the “essential, immemorial principles 
of the offensive spirit in war.” -Six weeks later at Cantigny the First gloriously vindicated those principles. 
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CANTIGNY 

Our First Offensive on European Soil 


‘The value to the allied cause of the success at Cantignjf 
was cntMy out of proportion to its totegic importance,' 
says a commentator. **At this period never during the 

entire war, it is s^ to 
say, were the Allies 
more disheartened. And 
now the future depended 
upon the American sol¬ 
dier. Would he win 
against the experienced 
and confident enemy 
then in the midst of as¬ 
tonishing successes? The 
measure of United States 
troops was to be taken. 
The discouraged Allies, 
then on the defensive, 
waited in alternate hope 
and doubt. 

To the 28th (CoL 
MmI Gen. H. E. Ely. Hanson E, Ely) was 

given the high honor of 
attacking in the first organized ofiensive. operation by 
American troops. And the way in which the regiment 
acouitted itself instantly changed the arhole outlook. The 
28tn Infantry representing Anierican arms, had been tested 
and had gloriously demonstrated to the world that the 
American seddier could be counted upon; that he was now 
ready to uke his place beside the veterans of the Great War. 
Thankfulness and joy filled the hearts of the people and 
soldiers of the alM countries, while Americans at home 
felt proud and stimulated by this achievement of their 
splendid men. To the enemy Guitigny broilght grave 
anxiety and apprehension; the American soldier at once 
became a factor impossible to ignore. The moral and 
political significance of this successful action can scarcely 
be over-estimated.*' 

On April 25, 1918. the First E)ivisk*n took over the 
active Cantigny sector near Montdidier. Stratei^ly, 
Cantigny was not important, but it marked a sahent in one 
of the most advanced parts of the German lines. It was 
desirable to straighten the line here, especially in view of an 
allied ofiensive movement which was contemplated. This 
offensive had to be given up owing to the development of 
the third German drive on May 27. The plans for the 
capture of Cantigny. however, were carried out. partly for 



the local advantage, but chiefly for the moral eflect, on both 
friend and enemy, of showing American troops in an inr 
dependent oflensive action. 

The following account of the operation at Cantigny was 
supplied by Major General E. r. McGlachlin. Jr., com¬ 
manding general. 1st Div., in the Army of Occupation: 

THE ATTACK 

The 28th Infantry attacked Cantigny at 6:45 a. m.. 
May 28, 1918, after violent artillery preparation of one 
hour. 

The reginmt advanced in three lines. The first line 
closed in to within forty to fifty yards of the barrage, the 
troops advancing in conformity to the barrage, which 
progressed at the rate of 100 meters in two minutes. The 
second line rapidly closed on the first line in order that all 
elements would be 200 yards from the old front line at H 
plus 10 minutes. This %ras done to lessen casualties should 
an enemy's barrage be put down. The third line conformed 
to the advance. The objective was reached as per schedule 
at 7'JO a. m. Patrob were immediately pushed forward and 
automatic rifle posts were established in shell holes on the 
line of surveillance to cover'the consolidation. The second 
line, which advanced, consolidated with a line of trenches 
and wired the line of resistance. The third Hne, on its arrival, 
bepn the consolidation of three strong points, one about 
200 meters east of the chateau in CANTIGNY, the second 
in the woods at the northeastern exit of CANTIGNY, and 
the third at the cemetery just north of CANTIGNY. "D" 
company of the 1st En^eers supervised the consolidation 
of these strong points ai^ the lines of surveillance and resist¬ 
ance. Throughout, the attack progressed with slight re¬ 
sistance and with practically no reaetkm on the part of the 
enemy artillery. The section of French flame throwers 
prov^ invaluable in cleaning up the town of CANTIGNY 
and driving the enemy out of dugouts. During the cleaning 
up of CANTIGNY our troops were engaged in minor 
fights, but for the most part the objective was gained with 
rai^ity and with considerable ease. 

Not before noon did the enemy artillery and machine 
gun fire become heavy. From this time on and during the 72 
hours following, the positions about CANTIGNY were heavily 
shelled both by la^eand by small calibre guns. Enemv 
machine gun fire was also heavy. At 7:30 a. m.. a small 
enemy infantry counter-attack was reported to have been 
delivered with^t succeM against the BOIS FONTAINE. 
At 5:10 p. m.. the enemy launched from the western tip 


of the BOIS FRAMICOURT another small infantry counter- 
atUck. This was broken up by our artillery, llie attaclk 
was followed at 6:45 p. m., afttf a heavy preparation and 
barrage fire, by enemy infantry advancing in several waves 
from the southern and western edges of the BOIS FRAMI¬ 
COURT. The first vrave succeeded in getting throu^ 
before our barrage was put down. It %ras driven back by 
infantry fire, and the f^wing vraves were smothered by 
artillery fire. During the ni^t of May 28-29 the two 
companies of the 18th Infantry in reserve were ordered into 
the operation by the C G., 2d Brigade to support the 2M 
Infantry. 

One battalion of the 18th Infantry in the vicinity of 
VILLERS-TOURNELLE vras ordered to take position in 
rear of the southwest comer of the BOIS D^ GLANDS. 
The other battalion of the 18th Inf, in the vicinity of VIL- 
LERS-TOURNELLE was assembled and held in readiness. 

MAY 29th 

Between 6:00 a. m., and 7K)0 a. m., the enemv launched 
two small counter-attacks which were quickly broken up 
by artillery. At 5:45 p. m.. the enemy launcM its second 
heavy counter-attack. Left elements'of the 28th Inf. drew 
back slightly, but the remainder of the line withstood the 
attack. Artillery and infantry fire broke up this assault. 
MAY 30th 

At 5:30 a. m., the enemy made his final counter-attack. 
It was preceded by a barrage and heavv preparation fire. 
The enemy attack^ in two waves from the LALVAL wood. 
This atta^ was also broken up by rifle, machine-gun and 
artillery fire. 

In all seven enemy counter-attacks were reported as 
launched against our troops. Three of these attacks ap¬ 
peared to have been made by at least a battalion of infantry. 
The first was the most determined and fell principally on the 
center battalion, and the right of the left battalia, and was 
preceded by a preparation fire of 210 mm and 150 mm 
projectiles and then a barrage of 150 mm and 77 mm shells. 
The enemy followed this l^age from 125 to 200 yards, 
thus enabling our troops to be in full readiness after the 
barrage had passed than. 

After the morning of May 30th. enemy activity lessened. 
This enabled a greater part of the 28th Inf. to be ^eved by 
the 16th Infantry on the night of May 30-31st. The follow¬ 
ing night the remainder of the regiment was relieved and the 
command of the sector passed to the C. 0. 16th Infantry. 
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Interpretation of the air view of the Battle of Cantigny presented on the opposite page. The interpretation, however, d©^^ not call atteation to the shell 
holes filled with advancing American troops which are interesting and pictorially unus^i^^l f.e^turep ^of ttis I 
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Air view of the battle of Cantingy. **0n the morning of May 28 this division (the 1st) attacked the commanding German position on its front, taking 
with splendid dash the town of Cantigny and all other objectives which were organized and held steadfastly against vicious counter-attacks and galling 

artillery fire.** General John J. Pershing*s report to Secretary of War, November 20, 1918. 
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The jump-off at Cantigny. 
objective was reached "per schedule” at 7:20 a. m. 
photographer who arrived on the scene in a tank 
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The cost. Bodies awaiting burial, constant fire preventing removal. Canti^y, May 28. 1918. Inset: Lt. Gd. Robert J. Maa^, While with the first wave, he took persona] charge 
of marking out the line of resistance. Thoi^ hit at the base of the brain with a machine gun bullet, he caused himself to be carried to regimental headquarters where he gave valuable information 
to the regimental commander, Col. Ely. Tiie brave officer was then sent to the rear where he died in a short time. ^ > ¥ 
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It was all in the day’s work so Private 
Banies, wounded at Cantigny, takes it 
philosophically. 


German prisoners taken at Cantigny being searched 
for information. 


German soldier killed at Cantigny. May 28. 
1918. 
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Yank and Poilus from a breach in a wall watch effect of enemy shell 

(ire. 


Prisoners captured at Cantigny marching through Le Mesnil-St. 
Firmin. May 28. 1918. 
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For being the first unit to advance at Cantigny, General Retain of the French Army awarded the Croix de Guerre to the 28th Inf. On Jan. 11,1919, when 
the Ist Div. was in the Army of Occupation, Maj. Gen. E. F. McGlachlin affixed the decoration to the regimental colors. 
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While the 1st Div. was driving the Germans back at Cantigny, Maj. Gen. Haan’s 32d Div. was crossing the German frontier at Sentheim, Alsace, May 29, 
1918. The marching column is Co. A.* 123th Inf. These men were the first to set foot on German soil. 


























Preparing for later triumphs 
on the Ourcq. Sgt. Charles 
Quick, Corpl. Mark Young 
and Pvt. Albert Lull, of the 
126th Inf., manning a 37 mm 
gun in the front line at Dieffmat- 
ten, Alsace, June 25. This 
“pound wonder,*’ as it was called, 
had a maximum range of 1 i 2 miles 
and could be fired at the rate of 
28 rounds a minute. 




Men cf Co. K, 127th ktf., 32d Div., in trenches et Benhob, Alsace 

Jdy I. 


P»t. L«o R. Fbbn. sniper. Intelligence Section. 127th Inf.. 326 Div. 
in trenches et ^nhot Alsac^ July 1. 
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Mr«. Maude Radford Warren and Charles Winner. Y. M. C. A. 125tb Inf. marching through Massevaui^. 

workers with 32d Div.. Michelbach. Alsace. June 22. 1918. 
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CHATEAU THIERRY 


Saving Paris. The Second Batde of die Marne 


(Notes on the German offensives of May 27 and July IS and the allied counter-attack of July 18, 1918, prepared by 
Briaradier-General Fox Conner, Chief G-3, G. H. Q., A. E. F. G-3 was Operations Division of the General Staff.] 



On May 27 (He German AUne-Mame offensive was launched. The 
German success during the first days of this offensive was more 

marked than anything that German arms had 
yet secured. Paris had already been sub' 
jected to long range bombardment and vio¬ 
lent air raids, and the state of morale of that 
capital may be judged by the fact that it is 
estimated that more than one million peo¬ 
ple left Paris during the months of May and 
June. On June 1, just at the moment when 
the future seemed darkest, the 2d American 
Division, which had been brought around 
from Verdun-St. Mihiel, was thrown across 
the Qiateau Thierry Paris road—and the 
Germans advanced no farther toward Paris. 
At the same time elements of the 3d Divisi- 
^ on,whichhadneverbeforebeenin the line, were 

placed alcHig the Marne together with vanous 
bodies of French tro<^—^and wherever the soldiers it the 3d Division 
appeared there too the German advance broke on the rocks. 


The work of the 2d Division, and of the elements of the 3d, gave 
impetus to the rise, already begun as a result of the work of the 1st 
Division, of the American soldier in the esteem of enemy and Allies, and 
by June 30 all concerned fully realized that the arrival of American 
soldiers might soon turn the tide to the definite favor of the Allies. 

But America and Ejigland, who released her shipping for the transport 
of our troops until her food stocks had reached the vanishing point, had 
not waited for the events of June to demonstrate the value of the American 
soldier. So effectively had our shipping program been increased that on 
June 30, 1918. some 900,000 Americans were in France, and all prepara¬ 
tions had been made to maintain indefinitely the increased rate of arrival. 


Having now no illusions on the value of American troops and with the 
general knowledge which his High Command must have had concerning 
American arrivals, the German decided to try in one final effort to obtain 
a decision in his favor before the American soldier should render such a 
decision hopeless of attainment. The final German attack was accord¬ 
ingly launched in the Champagne on July 15. On that date the dispo¬ 
sition of the American divisions in France was as follows: 

The 32d, 35th, 5th and 77th Divisions %rere in line between the Swiss 
border and Luncville. The 82d vras in line north of Toul. The four 
regiments of the 93d Division were with the French in line between the 
Argonne and the Meuse. The 42d was in reserve to meet the expected 
German attack in Champagne. The 3d and 26th were in line in the 
region of Chateau Thierry and the 28th had elements with the American 
and French units in the same region. The 2d and 4th were in reserve 
near Meaux and the 1st near Beauvais ready for use in the planned 
counter-attack. The 27th and 30th were in line with the British near 
Ypres. The 33d, 78th and 80th were completing their training with the 
British, tlie 91st had just arrived at Le Havre and the 79th was arriving 
at Brest. The 29th, 90th, 83d, 92d, 37th and 89th were in our trainingg 
areas around Chaumont and every nerve was being exerted to complete 
their training and equipment. 

Fortunately for the Allies the German attack and its location were 
foreseen and more fortunately still the considerable number of American 
soldiers who had now arrived were either in the line, in reserve ready for 
the counter-attack which had been planned during the first few days of 
July, or, in the case of newly arrived divisions, ready and anxious to get 
into the fight with or without their complete equipment. 

« « « ♦ 4c 

In the first days of July, 1918, it became apparent that the Germans 
would be unable to launch more than one other great attack, and towards 
the lOth of the month it was believed certain that if the enemy attacked 
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the blow would fall in Champagne. Thanks to the arrival of American 
troops, the Allied reserves were now sufficiently numerous to justify a 
counter^tack. and if. as every High Command was confid^t. the 
Champagne front could hold wiA the troops already allotted to it, the 
Allied Command retained complete freedom in the selection of the front 
upon which the counter-attack should fall The selection by the Germans 
of Champagne and the eastern face of the Marne salient, as the fronts on 
which they were to make their last effort was fortunate for the Allies; 
for this decision of the enemy alkmed an Allied counter-attack uriiidi, 
while affording immediate relief to the enony's thrust, would also obtain 
other advantages for the Allied cause. Paris is still France, and the 
approach of the German lines along the Marne toward Paris had caused 
apprehension throughout France; it vras essential that the threat on 
Paris be relieved at the earliest possible moment. Aside from reasons of 
nnorale, purely material reasons also demanded the reduction of the Marne 
salient as the first task of the Allies when the offensive should pass to 
their hands. Paris contained a multitude of essential war industries, 
and so long as the Germans maintained their lines these industries were 
seriously hampered by the constant long range bombardments and air 
raids. The great east and west railroad through Chateau-Thierry must 
also be regained by the Allies as a first necessity in the troop movements 
required in any general offensive. 

But while with each day there came increased certainty that the 
Allied counter-attack could be properly launched to the north of Chateau- 
Thierry, and while the French armies on that front began to plan accord¬ 
ingly, the Allied resources were not sufficiently great to permit a final 
dei^on until after the actual launching of the hostile attack; it thus 
happened that only on the 16th could many of the actual preparations 
be commenced. 

The general plan for the Allied counter-attack of July 18th involved 
attacking the entire west face of the Marne salient. This main attack 
was at first to pivot on Chateau-Thierry; later the Allies in the region of 
Chateau-Thierry were to take up the attack. The Allies were also to 
attack that part of the German salient south of the Marne and to the 
southwest of Rheims. The plan then reaDy involved attacking the 
entire Marne salient, the principal blow falling at first on the west face, 
with the critical point, at which eventual success or failure would be 
determined, southwest of Soissons. The three divisions selected to break 
the most sensitive part of the German line were the 2nd American, the 
1st Moroccan (French) and the 1st American. If these three divisions 
could seize and hold the heights south of Soissons the German position in 


the salient proper became untenable and its ultimate reduction was 
assured. 

At 4-35 a. m., July 18th, afto^ some of the American infantry had 
double-timed into line and when some of their guns had bardy gotten 
into position, the 1st and 2nd American Divisioiis and the 1st Moroccan 
Division jumped off. Notwithstanding their <lesperate resistance the 
Germans were driven back and the results upon which ultimate success 
dq> en dcd were secured. The 2nd Division advanced 8 kilometers in the 
first 26 hours, took about 3,000 prisoners, 2 batteries of 150 mm. guns, 
66 light guns and 15,000 rounds of 77 mm. ammunition, besides much 
other property. This Division suffered some 4,000 casualties and, as it 
had made exhausting marches to readi the battlefield, and having recently 
been withdrawn tnm its desperate fighting at Chateau-ThierTy, the 
Division was relieved afto^ the second day. 

The 1st Division suffered 7,000 casualties, of whom it is believed that 
not one was a prisoner. Sixty per cent of its infantry officers were killed 
or wounded, in the 16th and 18^ Infantry all field officers were casualties 
except the colonels, and in the 26th Infantry all field officers, including 
the colonels, were casualties. Notwithstanding its losses the 1st Division, 
by constant attacks throudKnit four days and nights, had broken through 
the entrenchments in the German pivot to a depth of 11 kilometers, had 
captured 68 field guns and quantities of other material, in addition to 
3,500 prisoners taken from the seven separate German divisions which 
had been thrown against the 1st United States Division in the enemy's 
desperate effort to IVold ground which was essential to his retaining tiie 
Marne salient. 

Never again could friend or enemy question the fighting qualities of 
the American soldier! 

But while the work of the 1st and 2nd Divisions attracted most 
attention because of the special importance of their attack, they were 
not the only American divisions to participate in the July 18th offensive. 
A little to the south of the 2nd .Division the 4th Ehvision was in line 
with the French, and the 4th Division j^ed in the attack and continued 
to advance until July 22nd when it was assembled'and as a division 
relieved the 42nd Division on August 2nd. The 26th Division was just 
northwest of Chateau-Thierry and together with the 167th Froich 
Division formed the 1st American Corps, which was the first American 
corps to exercise tactical command. This corps acted as a pivot in the 
beginning and later had to advance under peculiarly difficult conditions. 
For the 26th Division maneuver was much complicated in order that the 
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front of the division might conform to the gencrd plan; not only was it 
necessary for the division to pivot during attack, but at one time the 
right half of the division had to attack simultaneously in two directions. 
Notwithstanding the difficult nature of its task, and the fact that it lost 
5,300 officers and soldiers, the 26th remained in the attack until July 
25th; some of its elements having been continuously fighting for oght 
days and nights. The division had advanced more than 17 kiloroetm 
against determined enemy resistance, had taken the villages of Torcy, 
B^eau, Civry, l^eds, and Trugny, and had captured la^ quantities 
of enemy materiel. On July 25-26 the 26th Diviskm was refieved by 
the 42nd Division, which, after having taken some part in the successful 
resistance to the German attack of July 15th in Qiampagne, had been 
brought round to the Chateau-Thierry region. 

Just east of Chateau-Thierry and south of the Marne the 3rd Division 
had broken up all efforts made against it on July 15th. Now on July 
20th the 3rd Division received orders to join in the counter-attacL By 
skillful work of the command'and staff the division had gotten well 
across the Marne by the 22nd and without having enco un tered serious 
resistance. From the 22nd to 25th the division was engaged- in bitter 
fighting in the wooded slopes leading up to the village of le Charmd, 
which was taken on the evening of July 25th. Cons^tly fighting its 
¥fay forward the division took Roncheres, and finally on July 30tK was 
relieved by the 32nd Division afto^ having suffered a toUJ loss, in the 
defense of the Marne and in crushing the German resistance, of about 
7,900. (It vdll be remembered that the 32nd Division had been in line 
near Belfort on July I5tb. In the meantime this division had hten 
relieved by the 29th Division and brought to Chateau-Thierry.) 

The 28th Division also had elements vdth French and American 
divisions during the attack and won great crecEt. 

As has been mentioned, the 42nd Division relieved the 26th on July 
25th. On the next day the 42nd Division attacked, and by the 28th it 


had crossed the Ourcq and taken Sergy. Here the enemy offered desper¬ 
ate resistance, launchmg counter-attack after counter-attack, the viU^e 
of Sergy chang in g hands four times. But the 42nd definitely occupied 
Sergy on the morning of July 29th and continued to press forward until 
August 2nd when the enemy withdrew. The 4th Division now relieved 
the 42nd, and on August 6th the operation of the reduction of the Marne 
salient terminated ai^ the battlefront stabilized on the line of the Vesle 
(our 4th and 32nd Divisions being in line). The 42nd had lost some 
5,500 officers and men. 

The 2nd and 3rd Divisions had played a conspkuoiM part in arresting 
the May 27th offensive, and now eight American divisions (the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 26th, 28th, 32nd and 42nd) had been indispeiisable in the 
reduction of the Marne salient. We had lost over 30,000, but the results 
were commensurate—not only was the Marne salient reduced, but the 
initiative had been gained by the Allies and was never to be lost—the 
value of the American soldier, which had first been demonstrated by the 
1st and 2nd Divisions, had been verified by the conduct of six other 
divisions. / 

From the beginning the Commander-in-Chief had never varied from 
his determination to bring the American for ces together. The German 
offensive, however, had interrupted the execution of this plan, fordng 
us to utilize all our efforts to die end that the war might not be lost. 
Now, however, the initiative had passed into the Allied hands and there 
appeared to be no good reason for longer delay. On the contrary, the 
C^teau-Thierry operations had involved such difficulties in the way of 
supply and the evacuation of skk and wounded (in all of which we were 
la^ly dependent upon the action of French staft) that it was apparent 
that our troops must be assembled. A few divisions might be properly 
cared for whm dispersed under foreign command, but our forces had 
increased to the point where it became imperative to begm asse m bli n g 
them. 

The Commander-in-Chief naturally turned to St. Mihiel. 
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Chateau Thierry—forever to be associated with the glory of American arms. 
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Stenuning the tide at rh^t-Mii Thieiry. On May 27 the Germans began their otfensive betvreen the Aisne and the Marne a^ the 3d Div. was placed at 
the dis p^* of the French. The first unit to enter the line was the 7th M. G. Bn. which on May 31 to June 3, 1918, distinguished itself by its stubborn 
d^ense agaiiut the crossing of the Marne at Chateau Thierry. 
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Maj. Gen. Omar Bundy and staff of the 2d Div. at Chaumont-en* 
Vexin, May 28. Front: Col. Preston Brown. Gen. Bundy, Col 
C. H. Bridges. Rear; Capt. E. E. Pritchett. Lt. Col. G. A. Herbst, 
Capt. Kerr. 


Maj. Gen. Harbord when he commanded the Marine brigade of 
the 2d Div 


Men of Ml Marines at Base Hoqiital No. 101, St. Nazaire, June Brig. Gen. Harbord and Col. Manus McClodcey Geraian 

25, 1918. dSm captured at Beileau Wood. 
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Bclle*u Wwod On June 10 the Marine* ot the 2d Div., alter the whole of belleau Wood wa* bombarded, carried a portion by aaaault. During the action Brig. Gen. William Chamberlaine s 2d Art. Brig., reinlorced by two 
ments oi French 75 a and one group of 155 a. Bred 40.000 round*. Deaperate Bghtmg continued for aeveral day*. On the 2l*t the Marine* valiantly undertook to mop up the northern comer of the wood, to which the German* had 
retreated. They un^restimated the enemy’* defenses and failed. On the 25th the infantry wa* withdrawn for some distance, thus permitting the artillery to sweep the German line. •"The result was a complete success, says 
Col. de Chambrun; the narrow strip of woodland which constituted the Germans' last defense was captured in Bne style, together with 309 prisoners." 


Heroes of the fighting around Belleau Wood enroute to rest camp. All that remained of 2d Bn.. 6th Marines, Maj. T. C. Holcomb commanding. 
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German artillery shellifiH; back of American lines near Chateau Thierry in order to prevent reinforcements from corning up 


Infantry about to move by truck to the Chateau Thierry aector. Capt. Robert F. Hyatt (with megaphone) Battci^ F. 15th F. A,. 2d 

Div., receiving reports from observation post via held telephone. 
Coupru, Chateau Thierry Sector. June 5, 1918. 
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Wounded 8<Jdier of 2d Div. arriving at Lightly wounded arriving at field hospital. Mon- 

I5th Field Hospital near Montreuil. treuil, June 7, 1918. 

June7J9I8. 


Interior of a hospital train. 



Gassed. Gas 
cases were 
marked with a 
cross on the 


Interior of 
tent hospital 
at Auteuil, fa¬ 
mous race 
track in the 
Bois du Bou- 
logne» Paris. 


Soldier of 2d 
Div* being 
carried into 
hospital near 

Montreuil, 
June 7, 1918. 
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Bombardment of Boureschcs Wood by the Germans. Bouresches, after the most desperate fighting, was captured at 9:45 p. m., June 6, 1918, by Lieut. 
James F. Robertson. U. S. M. C.. and twenty men of his pUtoon. Later two re-inforcing platoons joined them. This remarkable photograph was taken by 
the U. S. ail service. 
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German prisoners captured on the night of June 30 by 9th and 23d Inf. being escorted through La Ferte-sous-jouarre, July I. 1918, by French soldiers. 
2. Premier Clemenceau goes to American front June 30, 1918. to congratulate Maj. Gen. Omar Bundy of the 2d Div. 3. Prisoners captured by 
the 2nd Div. being ^ed through streets of l.a Ferte sous-Jouarre. 4. Col. W. C. Neville. 5th Regt. of Marines. 5. Maj. E. J. Steichen, Chief. Pho¬ 
tographic Section Air Service. 6. Salmson observation plane going over German line^ under escort. 7.p Brig, Genj^Charles A. Doyen, U. S. M. C. 
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Men of 9lh M. G. Bn, 3d Div. set up gun Bridgehead at Chateau Thierry where the Germans Gunners of 7th M. G. Bn, 3d Div. at 

in railroad shop. Chateau Thierry, June were stopped by Yankee machine gunners. Chateau Thierry, lune 7, 1918. 

7. 1918. 
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General John J. Pershing and General (later Marshal) Ferdinand Foch, at the former’s quarters, Val des Ecoliers, near Chaiunont. June 17, 1918. 2—The Tiger and the Lion. Premier 
Georges Clemenceau and Gen. Pershing at Val des Ecoliers June 17, 1918. It was at this and subsequent conferences that Gen. Pershing strongly urged that our best divisions be concentrated 
1 under American command, if possible, for use as a striking force against the Marne salient. 
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Independence Day at Chau 
mont, 1918- General Pershing 


presented with a bouquet by 


French children. The citizens 


of Chaumont, headquarters of 


the American Elxpeditionary 


Forces, entered heartily into the 


celebration of the fete day of 


their newly arrived Yankee 


Allies 


Army nurses, headed by Miss Julia C. Stimsoh. march in the parade attention, men of 58th Inf., reluctantly ignore proffered 

in Paris, ju ly 4. 1918. «*"* "O'*"* J"'y ^ pa«de. 

























As superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps during World War I . Stimson became the first woman to 
attain the rank of Major (United States) in the United States Army. Mary T. Sarnecky, author of A 
History of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps (Penn Press, 1993) wrote, "Stimson actively lived a feminist 
ideology in several singularly oppressive and paternalistic contexts--the upper-class Victorian home, 
the turn-of-the-century hospital setting and the military establishment of the early 20th century." ta 

Thousands of women nurses enlisted in the Corps, and returned from the War as both professionals 
and veterans. Stimson herself was awarded the United States Distinguished Service 
Medal presented by General John J. Pershing. She was also awarded the Royal Red 
Cross.® Though she retired from the Army in 1937, Stimson returned after the outbreak of World 
War II as chief of the Nursing Council on National Defense, and recruited a new generation of 
women to serve as nurses. She was promoted to full colonel in 1948, shortly before her 
death.® Stimson, who served as President of the American Nursing Association from 1938 to 1944, 
was inducted into that association's Hall of Fame in 1976.® 


Her papers are housed at the Weill Cornell Medical Center Archives.® 



Stimson being awarded the DSM by General Pershing 


Nurse mentioned on page 136 here is a little extra information 














Thrilling tcene in the newly named "Avenue du President Wilion." formerly the Avenue de Jena, July 4. 1918, whm American combat troopa marched past the statue of George Wash¬ 
ington. In the column were one company each from the 5th and 6th Marines, and the 9th and 25d Inf.; also two companies each from the 39th and 58th Inf., 4th Div. The rugged appearance 
and martial bearing of the men stirred all Paris. The 2d Div. men were taken out of the line to participate in the show. 
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(he town of Vaux a few minutes before the 9th and 23rd Inf. 2d Div. entered,.July 1, 1918. Dead Germans may be seen lying in the street. With the 
■lid ot mtormation supplied by a stonemason who had escaped from the place, American gunners were able to search out and destroy every cellar and tunnel that 
might be used by the Germans for shelter. The American artillery fire was so accurate that not a single structure in the village>e5c»ped being strick by shells. 
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Back to the U. S. A. Battle proven non-commissioned officers 
return to assist in training. 


Graves of American soldiers vrho died in hand-to-hand fighting near Vaux. 
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u u °f (Marne) Division. During the operations previous to the counter offensive of July 18, the 3d Div. 

e d t c bank of the .^arne east of Chateau Thierry “where a large force of German infantry sought to force a passage under support of powerful artillery 
concentration and un^r cover of smoke screens. ’ The result is laconically described by Gen. Dickman: “By noon of July 16 there were no Germans in the 
foreground of the 3d Div. sector except the dead. | 
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Men of 16th Inf. at Bcrzy-le-Sec awaiting orders to attack. 


5th F. A. near Ploisy, 
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On July 16, 1918, the Ist Div., having been withdrawn from Cantigny, July 8, reported to relieve one brigade of the Moroccan division near Coeuvres-et- 
Valsery. On the night of July 17 it went into the line and on July 18 it attacked. Throughout four days of constant fighting it advanced 11 kilometers, cap¬ 
turing Berzy-le-Sec and the heights above Soissons. It took 3,500 prisoners and 68 field guns from the 7 German divisions employed against it. The photo¬ 
graph shows reserves of the Ist Div. waiting to go in at Coeuvres-et-Valsery 
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the '*^ *^‘''' Soissons. This is a sunken road choked with Germans killed by the 16th Inf. during 
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American and French ammunition trains moving to front in 2d Div 
sector, Chavigny, July 18. 


Action left.” 15th F. A., 2d Div. in pK>sition at Vauxcastile, 


V i “ 
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German 150 m. m. gun and camouflaged dug out at Beaurepaire farm 
captured by 23d Inf. 


.Geiman prisoners, officers and men, captured by the 1st and 2d 
divisions in the assault beginning July 18, 1918. 
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Maj. Gen. George H. Cameron, 4th Div. 2—Headquarters of the 4th Div. at Lizy sur Oureq. 3—Lt. Col. C. A. Bach, Chief of Staff, 4th Div., examines 
a captured soldier of the 259th Prussian Reserve at Chateau Bellevue. 4—Men of 12th M. G. Bn., 4th Div., who took part in the counter offensive of 
July 18. Near Hautevesnes. 
























Refufices fleeing from the scene of hostilities along the Mame. This scene was repeated hundreds of times during the Germans' last drive toward Paris. 
The arriving American troops were spurred to their work by the sight of these refugees whom they passed on all the roads that led to the front. (Inset). A 
view of the Marne Valley from Chateau Thierry. 
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An actual battle scene made during the advance of the 103d Inf. 26th Div. on Torcy. 


Maj. Gen. Clarence R. Edwards of the 26th Div. and his chief of 
staff, Lt. Col. Duncan K. Major at lojcy-le-Bcxra^, July 1918. 
The 26th Div. and a French division acted as the pivot of the move¬ 
ment toward Soissons. 


Men of the “Yankee** division advancing on Torcy. 
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This photograph taken at 4:30 A. M., July 18, 1918, is the first ever made of American troops*'jumping off/* A file of soldiers, who are members of the 
103d Inf.. 26th Div.. may be seen advancing at the edge of the wood. The entire field is swept by enemy shell fire and machine gun bursts. The 103d Inf. 
reached its objective. Torcy, in 35 minutes. a 
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Signal platoon, 
102d Inf., lay¬ 
ing wire un- 


Cerman pris¬ 
oners cap¬ 
tured at Tor- 
cy waiting at 
the roadside 
for someone to 
lead them to 
the rear. They 
never tried to 
escape. 


I eiephone 
communica¬ 
tion had to be 
maintained 
with the ad¬ 
vance and to 
make this pos¬ 
sible Signal 
Corps men 
had to face 
the enemy fire 
along vrith the 


Maj. Gen. Edwards standing near a gun 
captured by 102d Inf. 


Ruined church at Lucy-le-Bocage. Terrific bom¬ 
bardment left the crucifix unharmed. 


Men of I02d M. G. going into action. 





















Hardened veterans of Company B. 166th Inf., (4th Ohio Inf.) 42d Div., entering La Ferte-sous-Jouarre, July 23, 1918. Two days afterward the 42d Div. 
relieved the 26th, and, extending its front, relieved a French division. “From this time until Aug. 2,” says General Pershing, “it^^fought its way through the 
Foret de Fere and across the Ourcq, advancing toward the Vesle until relieved by the 4th Div. on Aug. 3. * 
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Moving up to drive the Germans out of the Marne salient. One Hundred and Fiftieth F. A. (1st regt. Indiana F. A.) passing through Chateau Thierry, 
July 25, 1918, the day the 42d Div. relieved the 26th Div. 
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Bishop Luther B. Wilson, ex¬ 
treme left, conducting services 
at the grave of Lieut. Quentin 
Roosevelt, killed July 14. 1918. 
Chamery. Aug. 9. 1918. The 
grave of this young aviator be¬ 
came a place of pilgrimage for 
thousands of doughboys passing 
that way during the fighting in 
the Marne salient. 
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Heroes who fell during the advance of the 167th Infantry toward Fere^>Tardenois. 
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Kneeling shelter was used by soldiers of the 167th Inf. during the hottest lighting at Seringes. 
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.German dead at Mezy. 

“It was bayonet and grenade, man to man, or rather one American to two or three Germans' 
on July 21, 1918. 


Fallen heroes of 38th Inf. at Mezy. 
at Mezy just before the Third Division crossed the Marne 
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Near Fresnes, in the thrust to the Vesle. Brig.-Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur (middle figure) of the 84th Brigade, 42d Division, at his 
temporary headqueurters. 


Street in Fere-en-Tardcnois after American bombardment. 
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83d Brig, headquarters at Scringes. 










Batteries of 76th F. A., Col. W. C. Rivers, commanding, getting 
under cover and camouflaging after crossing the Marne, July 22. 
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Brig. Gen. B. H. Poore and staff of 7th Inf. brig, at Chery-Chartreuvei 
Aug. 9. 1918. 


Unloading 4th Div. wounded near Chateau de Fort. Aug. 10. 1918. 


American aviators awaiting the "alerte. 
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58th Inf. headquarters in the field, Chery-ChartreuveTarm, Aug. 9. L.—R.: Lt. J. A. Burton, S. C. 8th Field Sig. Bn.; 2d Lt. G. L* Morrow, 58th Inf. Sig. Officer; 1st Lt. C. L. Bolte, 
58th Inf Intelligence Officer; apt. W. H. Humphreys, Adjut. 58th Inf.; apt. J. L. Autrey, Supply Officer, 58th Infantry; ai. C. F. Armistead, ammanding 58th Inf.; Capt. John Mcurisse 
French Mission to 58th Inf.; Regt. Sergt. Maj. G. L. Schren^. and Maj. Thompson M. Baird, M. R. C. S. Surgeon, 58th Inf. 
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Soldiers of the 111 th Inf., 28th Div., Maj. Gen. Charles H. Muir commanding, resting at Chateau Thierry, while on their way to take part in the counter 
offensive. July 21, 1918. 
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Bridge and house at Jaulgonne ruined by shell fire 



Grave of soldier of 28th Div. at Jaulgonne. 
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The biter bitten. Having captured a German machine gun neat 
. on a house top at St. Gilles, American gunners adapt it to their own uses. 


When the 28th Div. was operating in the Marne salient near Dravegny 
a French observation balloon was hit and fell in flames. 
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'In the hrst operation of the 32d Div., the 
Aisne-Mame offensive, the Germans ha<i made 


determined stand on the Ourcq River. 
The 32d Div. went into action there to assist 


breaking this resistance. The German line 
was broken in its key position. Hills 230 and 
232 were captured, the result being a German 
withdrawal and subsequent stand on the Vesle 
with Fismes (captured by the 32d) as the 
center of the new allied line." W. G. Haan. 


Gmmanding General. In the picture are seen 
troops of 2d Bn., 126th Inf., assembling in a 
wheatheld preparatory to an attack near 
C<Hitmnnt. Aug. I. 1918. 
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Second Battalion, 126th Inf. (Mich. N. G.), assembling for the attack. Germans killed by men of 125th Itf. in hand to hand fight at Cierges. 

Coutmont, Aug. I. 
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Vestiges of desperate fighting in'Fismette. 


German dugout north of the Vesle. 
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French tanks ("Chars d’Assaut") moving to the support of French troops operating on the left of the 32d Div., Aug. 29, 1918. 
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**Lc« Terrible*.*' Men ol Company K. 128th Inf., 32d Div., in line on Valprie* farm in front of Juv^y. Aug. 29. 1918, In tlm day* theae men end their comrades of the Wtaconsin-Michigan division put to rout hve German 
diviasotis; the 7th. 7th Res.. 223d. 237th. 238th. In the last days of August. Maj. Gw. Haan's 32d Div. went into line with Gen. Mangin's lOth French Army in front of the strongly fortified German position on the Juvigny plateau 
north of Soisaoru. The 32d Div. formed the spear head of the attack with Juvigny, the key position, a* its objective. Terrific fighting ensued. On the third day a'brilliant maneuver enabled the 32d Div. to take juvigay and tm plateau 
l^yond. Gen. Man^n cited the division later “for the krilUar t conduct and splendid courage it displajred in timing the town of juvignv. the memory of which will remain forever intact with us and which will place in history the ^orious 
deed* of the 32d division and of its able and valiant chief. General Haan." The men in the picture are only 300 yaHs from the crest, which is the niKldle of No Man's Land, between the two forces, about 3 kilometers west of Juvigny, 
captured the next day by Gen. Haan's division. Gen. Haan was present when this picture was taken X' V 
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Lord Reading, Chief Justice of England, at Tartiers, Sept. 4, 
gratulates Maj. Gen. Haan on the victory at Juvigny. 


Cave at Tartiers used as 32d Div., P. C. and dressing station 


Battle weary soldiers of the I2lst M. G. Bn., 32d Div., resting in a 
shell hole. 


Men of 107th F. S. Bn., under fire, repair telephone wire broken by 
enemy shell. Juvigny, Aug. 29, 1918. 
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Two dead Germans with their flame throwers. Fismes. 


Men of the 77th Div. on road between Bianiy les Fismes and Merval. 
Sept. 9. 1918. 



Patrols of 306th Inf., 77th Div., between Vauxeere and Longueval, endeavoring to locate German position. An enemy shell may be seen bursting in distance. 
Sept. 5. 1918. 
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Officers of the famous 94th Aero Pursuit Squadron. L. to R: Lieut, 
(later Capt.) E. V. Rickenbacker^ Lieut. Douglas Campbell, and Capt. 

Kenneth Marr. 


Lieut. Exlward Buford, Jr.. 95th Aero Squadron. 


Issoudon, France, an American flying iield, whm many Aioerican aces received training. 
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iJappy. though wounded*. 


Gen. Pershing inspects 1st Div. at Vertuzey Sept. 7. L. to R., G>l. 
Campbell King. Gen. Pershing. Maj. Gen. C. P. Summerall. Lt. Col. 
J. G. Quekemeyer. Lt. Col. J. N. Qrcely. 
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L to R: Corpl. B. F. Harbour, Sgt. John Leeskuil, Pvt. C. Reynolds 
and Corpl. H. S. Gallagher, 168th Inf., 42d Div., who captured a machine 

Putting wounded on hospital train No. 54 at Horreville. 

gun nest in the advance to the Vesle. 



Chefs on U. S. hospital train No. 54 at Horreville. 
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ST. MIHIEL 

The American First Army in Action 

(Notes on operations in the reduction of the St. Mihiel Salient* prepared by Brigadier General Fox Conner* Chief 
G-3* G. H. U.l 


The offensive of March 21, 1918, and the succeeding German offen¬ 
sives, with the consequent necessity for employing American troops 
wherever they might be of the most immediate use, had postponed the 
formation of an American army from day to day. Thus whih on May 
19th the Commander^in-Chief had reachmi an agreement with General 
Petain looking to the early organization cf an American sector in the 
Woevre, the German May 27th offensive delayed the execution this 
project and involved our most experienced troops in saving Paris and in 
reducing the Marne salient. * ♦ ♦ ♦ * 

On July 24th a most important conference between the American, 
British and French Commanders-in-Chief and Marshal Foch ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 
was held at Bombon. 

Briefly .the conference agreed that all the Allied forces should pass 
to an offensive attitude. 

Definite operations were agreed upon as follows: 

(a) Continuation of the reduction of the Marne salient: to secure 
as a minimum result the release of the Paris-Chalons railroad. 

(b) Reduction of the Amiens salient, thus securing the release of 
the Paris-Amiens railroad. 

(c) Reduction of the St. Mihiel salient. 

(d) Release of the mining regions in the north (region of Bethune) 
and driving the enemy away from the ports of Dunkerque and Calais. 

The reduction of the St. Mihiel salient was confided to the American 
army, but no approximate date for this effort was fixed. 

On the other hand, it was agreed on July 24th to bepn immediately 
movements which would Anally result in the formation in the Chateau- 
Thierry region of an American army of two army corps of three divisions 
each. 


By August 3rd the operations in the Chateau-Thierry region had not 
only completely succeeded in their original purpose but the line showed 
tendencies of stabilizing. A study made at American G. H. Q. at this 
time sho%ved the advisability of changing the plan of forming the First 
American Army in the region of Chateau-Thierry and instead, of com¬ 
mencing the plans for the reduction dt the St. Mihiel salient. On August 
6th the line on the Vesle did become stabilized and on August 9th the 
Commander-in-Chief conferred with Marshal Foch at Sarcus and with 
General Petain at Provins. In brief the decision reached was to leave 
an American corps of three divisions on the Vesle and to begin the move¬ 
ment of troops which were to undertake the reduction of the St. Mihiel 
salient. 

« « « « The St. Mihiel salient was occupied by German troops in 
the early days of the war. * * * * The French did not immediately 
make a determined effort to reduce the salient although there was hard 
fighting at Apremont in October, 1914. In February and April of 1915, 
however, there were serious attempts to force the enemy from his threat¬ 
ening position. * * * * But the final result of these operations was local 
success only, and the Germans retained the salient practically intact. 

The primary strength of the Sl Mihiel salient lay in the character 
of the ground on its western face, which ran along the eastern heights 
of the Meuse north of 3t. Mihiel and constituted an exceedingly strong 
position. Security from attack on the southern face was foi^ in the 
difficult ground comprising Loupmont Ridge and Montsec, which are 
off-shoots from the main heights of the Meuse, and the wooded and hilly 
ground which lies betw^n Montsec and the Moselle river at Pont-a- 
Mousson. But in spite of these natural defenses the salient had the weak¬ 
ness of all salients in that it might be attacked on both flanks and pinched 
out. Consequently the Germans had during the years its occupa¬ 
tion by them strengthened the salient by a great mass and variety of 
artificial works, the main feature of whi^ was an elaborate system of 
wiring. 



The offensive value of the salient to the Geraftans lay chiefly in the 
fact that it interrupted French communications from west to east on 
the main railroad Paris—Nancy while constantly threatening the entire 
region between Nancy and Bar-!e-Duc as well as that between Bar>le- 
Due and Verdun. The principal defensive value of the salient from the 
German point of view was that it covered the strategic center of Metz 
and the Briey iron basin. It must be reduced before any general offensive 
against these two vital points or even further east could ht contemplated. 

The French G>mmand naturally had studied the question of the re¬ 
duction of the salient, but the one attempt made in 1915 had failed and 
the general situation had forbidden another French attempt. Various 
considerations dictated the occupation of this part of the line by the 
American army when it should arrive in force. Consequently the re¬ 
duction of the St. Mihiel salient was, as has been indicated, studied by 
the American Command as the first large-scale operation by an American 
army. * * * * However, the Allied success in August caused the Allied 
High Command to decide on a cotnbined offensive late in September in 
which the American army should attack west of the Meuse. Several 
conferences (August 30th, September 2nd) were held between the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Marshal Foch and General Petain which resulted in 
limiting the St. Mihiel operation with the line Regnieville-en-Haye— 
Thiaucourt—Vigneulles as the objective. 

The definite decision taken on August 9th to unite at least a part 
of our forces found our divisions dispersed from Switzerland to the English 
Channel. It can not be too often repeated that, unfortunate as this 
dispersion was, it had been rendered necessary by the duty which had 
fallen upon the American Command of saving an Allied defeat. * ^ * 

In addition to divisions large numbers of troops such as army artillery, 
aviation, tank corps and services of all kinds, had to be found and con¬ 
centrated for the operation. The total of troops, of all classes, to engage 
in the operation amounted to approximately 600,000. The necessity 
for concentrating these troops in so secret a manner as to secure at least 
a tactical surprise added to the difficulties and required long night m^hes. 
Still another difficulty lay in the fact that, due to necessities arising from 
the successes obtained by the enemy in March and April, America had 
sent over infantry in advance of auxiliary arms, leaving us woefully short 
in artillery, etc. (This action had been largely due to representations 
made by our Allies.) Consequently arrangements with the French 
Command were necessary to secure the army and corps artillery, aviation 
and other services required by so important an operation. The French 
High Command responded generously to our requests and we were able 
to enter the fight with a dominating force of artillery and aviation. 


The 2nd French Colonial Corps (39th, 26tk and 2nd Dismounted 
Cavalry Divisions) was in sector on either side of the town of St. Mihiel. 
Althou^ the part to be played in the general plan by this corps was in a 
certain sense secondary yet it was essential and its command vras accord¬ 
ingly to be given to the Commander-in-Chief, who, with the First Amer¬ 
ican Army ^aff, was to assume immediate command of the attack. * * * 
^ On August 30th General Pershing with 1st Army Headquarters at 
Ligny-en-Barrois took over command of the sector extending from Port- 
sur-&ille east of Pont-a-Mousson to a point southeast of Verdun. 

The general plan of attack to carry out the operation, as limited 
by the conferences August 30th to September 2nd, was as follows: 

(a) An attack from the south through the wooded country southeast 
of Vigneulles. 

(b) A follow-up attack on the left flank of the southern attack. 

(c) An attack from the west over the eastern heights of the Meuse 
between Les Eparges and Seuzey toward Hannonville and Hattonville. 

(d) An exploitation and follow-up attack on the right flank of the 
western attack. 

(e) Eventual exploitation. 

The southern attack was to be made by the 1st and 4th Corps from 
right to left. The follow-up attack on its left flank was to be made by 
the 2nd French Colonial Corps two hours after the southern attack had 
started. This French Corps also was to make the attack given in (d) 
above, advancing two hours after the attack mven in (c) above, llie 
3th Corps was designated for the western attack. 

On the night of September 11-12 the 1st Army was ready to attack. 
Its battle order was as follows: 

1st Corps—Port-sur-Seille to Lime^r 
82nd, 90thr 5th, 2nd Divisions in line (82nd Division merely to 
follow up the attack east of the Moselle.) 

78th Division in reserve. 

4th Corps—Limey to Richecourt 
89th, 42nd and 1st Divisions in line 
3rd Division in reserve. 
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2ncl French G>lonial Corps—Richecourt to Mouilly 
39th Division, 26th Division and 2nd Dismounted Cavalry Divi¬ 
sion (all French) 

No division in reserve as this corps made only follow-up attacks. 

5th Corps—Mouilly to Watronville 
26th Division, 15th French Colonial Division and part of 4th 
Division in line 
Part of 4th Division in reserve 
(The attack to be made by the 26th and I5th Divisions). 

The enemy's strength amounted to eight divisions and one separate 
brigade. 

Documents captured in June, 1918, had shown that the enemy had a* 
plan for evacuating the salient in case this became necessary. Prisoners 
and deserters as well as abnormal activity noted by observers now gave 
evidence that the enemy had begun to move his artillery and material 
out of the salient in anticipation of an attack. 

The operation was initiated at 1 rOO a. m. September 12th by a heavy 
artillery fire of destruction. Through reinforcements of French artillery 
the 1st Army had at its disposal 2971 guns for the artUlery preparation. 
Much of this artillery was of heavy calibre and the destruction and 
disorganization which it caused within the salient was very great. 

♦ ♦ * ♦ Due to the fact that the enemy was withdrawing his 
artillery as well as to the overpowering superiority of American guns 
the enemy artillery reaction, especially toward the center of the salient, 
was light. 

At 5:00 a. m. the six American divisions in the front line on the south¬ 
ern face of the salient and west of the Moselle advance The advance 
was preceded by a rolling barrage and assisted by French tanks manned 
partly by Americans and partly by French. Tanks and Elngineer de¬ 
tachments equipped with wire cutters and Bangalore torpedoes went 
forward to cut the wire. To American infantry the wire did not prove 
as great an obstacle as our previous information had led us to expect. In 
many places the wire was old and badly kept up, some gaps had been 
cut by artillery fire, other gaps were made by the tanks: above all, the 
enemy,^ demoralized by the volume of artillery fire and the suddenness 
of the attack, did not, except in certain sectors, make a stubborn defense. 
In an irresistible dash the American soldier went over, under and through 
the wire which had held up the Allied advance for four years. All the 
initial objectives were taken on sdiedule time. The attack was now so 


evidently successful that the schedule of attack was advanced and the 
salient was pinched out by a junction of the 4th and 5th G>rps in the 
vicinity of Vigneulles and Hattonville, effected early in the morning of 
September 13th. 

In spite of heavy rains, which had made the ground soggy and diffi¬ 
cult, many of the tanks accomp^ied the infantry throu^ the trench 
systems, and did valuable work in wiping out machine-gun nests. 

To insure the success gained against the enemy reaction, it was es¬ 
sential to push the artillery up, and passage of the Rupt-de-Mad and 
smaller streams had to be assured. In addition, ammunition, food and 
other supplies had to go forward. The supply of the advance over a 
country poor in roads, and in which the existing roads were cut by trench 
systems, tom by shell fire, and heavy from late rains, was met only by 
making of communications and circulation tactical considerations ^ 
the first importance. The engineer organizations had a most difficult 
problem in assuring the passage of artillery and trains. 

Gmunand of the air was assured by 1,481 airplanes, perhaps the 
most important air concentration the Western front ever saw. 

The advance was halted on the.army objective; the defense of thit 
objective was organized and strong reconnaissance forces pushed ahead. 

The great result of the operation was development of the 1st Army 
as an effective weapon for more vital fighting. The moral gain was also 
peat. * * * * This operation had proved to the Allied Gmmand that 
in the present state of the German d^ense American troops could success¬ 
fully attack defenses on vfhkh four years of labor had been spent. 

In a material way the gain was also important. The Paris-Avricourt 
railroad was free. More than 200 square miles of territory had been 
restored to France. The captures included 13,251 prisoners, 466 guns, 
752 machine guns, many trench mortars and small arms, ordnance ma¬ 
terial, engineer material, quantities of anununition, clothing and equip¬ 
ment, telegraph material, railroad material, and rolling stock. 

The casualties for the 1st Army were about 11,000. G>nsidering 
the numbers engaged and the results obtained the losses were remariL- 
ably light. ♦ * * * Reserve divisions were started in motion toward 
the Meuse-Argonne front as soon as the success of the St. Mihiel operation 
was assured and before it had completely terminated. Front-line ^visions 
were subsequently withdrawn for the same purpose, and the St. Mihiel 
front was reluctantly permitted to stabilize. 
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Operations map showing the daily progress by divisions in the reduction of the St Mihiel salient. This map is copied from the official map issued by 
the General Staff from the map room at G. H. Q., A. E. F, 
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Mont See—‘*Wc ought to have that mountain/* said General Pershing one day in March. 1918, as he gazed at Mont Sec towering 380 meters above the 
Woevre plain. From this stronghold and the Fort du Camp des Romains the Germans dominated the St. Mihiel salient for four years. Beginning 
&pt. 12, 1918, General Pershing’s 1st Army captured the sector in 27 hours. During the battle the 1st Div., instead of making a direct attack on the hill, 
smothered it with a smoke barrage and passed around it. The photograph shows Brig.-Gen. F. E. Bamford, 2d Brig.. 1st Div., reconnoitering the ground. 

Digitized by .ooQie 




180 



Air view of the Fort du Qmnp des Romains, when it was occupied 
by the Germans. On the crest of a hill 326 meters high this stronghold 
dominated the valley of the Meuse both North and South. 
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Panorama of a portion of the St. Mihiel salient taken when it was still 
in possession of the Germans. In the foreground are the ruins of Xivray. 


Photo by U. 8. Air Bonrioo 
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The battle of Saint Mihiel: “At dawn on Sept. 12. after four hours of violent artillery preparation and accompanied by small tanks, the infantry of the 
1st and corps ^vaiKed. The infantry of the 5th Corps commenced its advance at 8 A. M. The operation was carried out with entire precision.” Gen. 
joiui J. Pershing. 
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The thin drab line of heroes. Infantry of I st Div. advancing near St. Baussant. 


Sixteenth Inf., 1st Div., going forward near % Baussant- 
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Maj. Gen. Charles T. Menoher and staff ofhcers of the 42d Uiv. During the two days attactfln the^SaTintl^Tihiel saHent the 42nd Div., the center divi¬ 
sion of the 4th Corps, advanced 19 kilometers. L to R: Lt. Col. Noble B. Judah, Intelligence Officer; Col. W. W. Hughes, Chief of Staff* Mai* Gen Menober 
commanding general; Maj. Murphy and Capt. Gill. . J. . i lenoner. 



The 35th Division, in reserve at St. Mihiel, had been in Alsace. Here 
arc Pvts. J. H. Maxwell and E. A. Sullivan. Chauchat team of 137th 
Infantry, in outpost near Amphersbach, August 29. 


It was a long way from Kansas to Amphersbach. In the picture 
are seen scouts of 1st Battalion. 137th Infantry, playing cards in 
the trenches, August 30. 
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Tank advancing with American infantry west of E^sey. 





French refugees in Essey after its capture 


Air view of Elssey while still occupied by Germans. 

by U. 8. .\ir 8«rviM> 
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The Cliff Dwellers. These are dugouts near Flircy that were occupied by the 89th Div. before it jumped off in the battle of Saint Mihiel. Every hillside 
in the salient was filled with similar underground habitations. Some were pretentious, built of concrete with bungalow effects. Germ^ officers’ quarters some¬ 
times contained bathrooms and had formal flower gardens in front. 
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Gassed patients of 82d and 89th Oivs. 


Bathing eyes of gas victims -belonging to 82nd and 89th Divs. 
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Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman (center) commanded the 4th G>rpa (1st, 42nd and 89th Divs.) at 

the battle dF St. Mihiel. 


Air view of Esscy and the Mort Mare Wood, 
St. Mihiel salient. Over this ground the 89th 

OlV. attacked Pboto by U. d. AIt S^rvim 
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Infantrymen dug in bdtide a road in the St. Mihiel salient. 


"Heavies” moving forward to batter the retreatin|g Germans. 
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Bng- Ucn. HP. I odd, Jr., m% St. Mihiel pi M I 

in lu^port of lit Div, commM^*ckd SfSlii F. A. . . J. rcm»n, 122nd F. A,, Sfitii Brig, 

Bri^, lit F, A, Brig 76th F. A , 44tii Ri*t. Maj. G*(v. W M Wright, 8<Hh Div. 

C. A. C.. 1 Regt. Fr. Aft 
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Air view of Pont-a-Mousson, on the edge <rf the St. Mihiel salient. For four years this town was pounded alternately by artillery and airplanes. 
American railway artillery located near here fired on Metz, seriously interfering with German railway movements. 

^ Photo by U. 8. Air Service 
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Machine gunners and supply train waiting in a shattered town 


for the congested road to clear. 
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This lucky village of Villecey was not in the pathway of heavy fight¬ 
ing and so escaped .destruction. 


What the airmen saw. Network of trenches in vicinity of Villecey. 


Photo by U. 8. Air Sorrieo 
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Victors and vanquished, except the wounded Germans, are equally 
interested in having their pictures taken^ 


Booby traps were left by the departing enemy, T~his soldier from 
the 103d Inf., 26th Div*» was guarding the entrance to a dixgout in the 
second line German trench until it could be examined for concealed bombs. 



Rushing supplies to the advancing Yanks of the 26th Div. A busy 
day in Mouilly** main street. 




Haumont. Meanwhile waiting for word to ' go over the 

Gi^ma <^niptymg the town of 
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‘No Man's Land,” over which the 26th Div. advanced near Les Eparges. This photograph was taken from a front line observation post two 

days before the battle began for the reduction of the St. Mihiel salient. 
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A quick lunch at Mouilly, served by Cook Barnacle, Battery E, 
lOlst. F. A.. 26th Div. 


MUiiel ^Tlatw^he^'^ ^'**5*^ J commanded the I st Corps at St. 
Smy succeeded Gen. Pershing in command 7 ( the 1st 














































Searching the first lot of prisoners for papers and weapons before turning them into the prison pens at Menil-la-Tour. Intelligence officers 
searched every scrap of paper found on prisoners for information that would reveal enemy plans. The stockades here shown were erected several 

days before the battle in anticipation of the big haul confidently expected 
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German officers captured by the 2d Div. on their way to headquarters 
to be questioned by American intelligence officers. 


Sloshing through mud and rain to the prison pens on the first day of 
the St. Mihiel drive. Yanks and Germains becaune badly mixed on the 
overcrowded roads. 


A teaun of balky mules could hold up miles of traffic in those feverish 
days of St.. Mihiel when all roads to the front were choked with guns. 


From defeat, through ruined towns, to prison pens. Those were drab 
days for the enemy. 
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This tank plowed through the tangled German wire in the advance of the Ist Div. near Mont Sec in the first day’s fighting Sept. 12. After making a lane 
for the infantry it finally fell into a German trench. The next day its driver. G)rp. George Heezh, G>. C. 327th Tank Bn., rescued his pet and went on further 
adventures. 
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Mrs. Walter Farwell and Miss Blanch¬ 
ard Scott, cbugfater of Maj.-Geh. Hu^ L. 
Scott, establish^ their Cross canteen 
in Flirey during the battle. 


Doughnuts followed the flag very closely. A S^- 
vation Army girl turning them out. 


A Signal Corps field battalion tele- 
f^ne switchboard. On table at rear rests 
a captured German instrument bearing the 
imperial arms. 
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When tanks were not fighting they were useful as tractors. This one. going forward to aid the American advance on the northern edge of 
St. Mihiel salient, was hauling a trailer filled with bicycles for army couriers. The picture was taken on the afternoon of the first day of the battle. 
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Pressing the German retreat. The village in the foreground had been fired by the retiring enemy and raked by American shell*. The ground 

over which the troops are advancing had been shell tom by the artillery cf both armies. 
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^‘k , didn’t seem to be an appropriate street sign in a town just captured by Americans so 

tne victory Hushed dousrhbovs he d an informs rKricf^nmcr r^arf^z i-k- ...j __• ./ • . ^ f o . 


^;;;_ n I I 1 1 L r u t, accm tu 1>C an appropriate street sign in a town just captun 

the victory fli^hed doughtwys held an informal christening party and nailed up the hastily painted sign seen in the picture. Taken Sept. 13 at 
igneulles, where the juncture of the 1st and 26th Divs. spelled the successful pinching out of the salient ^ ” 
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Air view of Hattonchattcl. Near 
here the 1st and 26th Divs. effected a 
juncture early in the morning of the 
second day of battle, thus completing 
the pinching out of the famous salient 
held for four years by the Crown 
Pruice’s army. 

Photo by U. 8. Air 3crvico 


Shell craters tom in the ground by H. E.’s. Compare size with the 
pockmarks made by ordinary sheik. 

Photo by U. 8. Air 8«rvici* 


Maj.-Cjen. Charles P. Summerall, commanding 1st Div., and his chief 
of staff. Col. C. D. Herron, looking over German prisoners 
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View of Bouillonville taken from an observation plane a week before 
the Germans were driven out. _ ...... 


Photo by U. S. Air B«rvie« 


A concentration of rolling kitchens to feed the troops pouring through 
Bouillonville -called by the soldiers *'Souptown.*' 


When a German prisoner played for his captors on a wrecked organ the 
German sergeant at the end was moved to dance a jig. 


Light railway train captured from Germans hauling supplies to the 
American front line. The enemy had covered the salient with these 
narrow gauge lines. 
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R. D. Garrett. S. C 4ld Dtvtest ing a German iclrphont' 
wire l<k behind by the retreating enemy at Esaey. Th^ Germans with¬ 
drew from tW St Mihiel aaiicnl so rapidtv that they failed to deatrny 
much of their wire 
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Military Police regulating traffic in a village street in the salient. 


A one way road, showing the congestion as supplies and reenforce- 
ments drove forward behind the American line of advance. 
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Elngineers returning from the 
front through shell tom Non¬ 
sard. G>lors flying and all 
hands pleased. Engineer 
troops worked in the zone of 
shell Are and gas attacks, 
during the battle of St.Mihiel, 
to restore the shell tom roads 
for the advancing army. 
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Thiaucourt when the Germans held it. It was taken by the 1st G>rps the first day of the battle. The Germans fired it on their retreat and 

destroyed the town. photo by U. S. Air service 
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The burning of Thiaucourt. Being on our front line after the advance stopped Sept. 15, Thiaucourt was shelled daily by the enemy. One night the 
German artillery dropped 5 gas shells a minute into the town for more than two hours. Inset: President and Madame Poincare vuiting Thiaucourt while it 
was still under bombardment Sept. 15. 1918. 
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Loading for the front in French trucks. Members of the 3d Bn., 39th 
Inf., 4th Div. 


As soon as the Germans were driven out the French refugees began 
returning to their ruined homes. 
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The Germam left no beer in their abandoned canteens. This explanation is due one of the officers in the picture, who was a "dry” member 
of the Georgia legislature. But when an army photographer insisted on a drinking scene the Southern prohibitionist helped him out by posing 

with a stein in hand. 
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Some of the flying officers who helped make St. Mihiel a success. A group of the 94th Aero Squadron. 
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Brig. Gen. B. D. Foulois, of the Air Service, standing in front of one of the first Liberty planes to arrive in France. Gen. Foulois started in 
the Army as a private, became a pioneer in military aviation and at 37 was a brigadier general. 
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Farewell for a time to mud, cold, hunger, “cooties,” and bloodshed. Once aboard a hospital train the wounded were in the midst of modern 
American comforts and scientific equipment. These trains were complete hospitals on wheels, including even operating rooms. 
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A Y. M. C. A. movable kitchen on the edge of the St. Mihiel salient. These kitchens followed their outfits from place to place, serving the 
soldiers delicacies unobtainable in company **chow lines.'* Misses Elizabeth Barker and M. A. Nash conducted this rolling cook shop, which was 

attached to the 3d Div. 
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Road theatricals by Y. M. C. A. 
players. The soldiers witnessing this 
open air performance belonged to the 
89th Div. Shortly after this alfresco 
scene was photographed the 89th Div. 
took part in the battle of St. Mihiel. 
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Mrs. F. T. Fitzgerald, of the Y. M. C. A., serving hot chocolate in Mary Shannon Webster, Red Cross canteen worker, serving chocolate^. 

Bouillonville 48 hours after the Germans had been chased out. 
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A well aimed German bomb was dropped on the 89th Div. ammunition dump at Lucey shortly before the St. Mihiel battle. The camera has 

caught here one of the series of explosions that followed. 
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Wash day at the open air laundry in Lucy, 
in whose house he is billeted. 


Red Cross workers distributing cigarettes and chocolate to soldiers 
bound for the front. 


woman 


Shock troops in battle, but children at play. Having a good time in 
Lucey shortly before the battle of St. Mihiel. 


At the altkr of Joan of Arc in Domrcmy where the Maid of Orleans 
was bom. 
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^er peaM had come to Saint Mihiel. The town wm not badly damaged as it was never under direct artillery fire, although ait bombs 
destroyed that part of the town lyi^ clow to the river. C^uvoncourt, just across the Mruse, was completely destroyed. Early in the war the 
trench made an attempt to dnve the Germans out of the village but the attacking force was annihilated by a subterranean mine. 
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Four shots, each a direct hit. At Baleycourt, beginning at 3:00 P. M., September 2b, 1918, men of the 33th Coast Artillery Compiany hred 
Four 1200 pound shells at the headquarters of two German Army Corps near a railhead thirty kilometers north. The aerial observer reported that 
each projectile had struck the target. This is a mobile railroad gun of 340 mm. caliber. It was manned by 122 soldiers under command of Maj. 

G. F. Humbert. 
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THE MEUSEARGONNE 

Smashing the German Pivotal Position 

(Notes on operations in the Meuse-Argonne Drive. Prepared by Brigadier General Fox Conner, Chief G-3, G. H. Q.) 


It will be remembered that the dedmn reached in the conference 
on July 24th, between the Commanders-inGhief concerned, did not 
extend beyond the reduction of embarassing saliefits and the fredng of 
certain regions in the north. On August 6th the reduction the Marne 
saliei^ had been completed. On August £th the French and British 
attacked the Amiens salient. This attack was succesdul from the first, 
and as the days passed th enemy began to show signs which led to die 
belief that great results mi^t be <^tained if the Allies could continue the 
pounding already begun. By August 30th this belief had crystallized and 
no difference of opinion as to the necessity of pushing the fight was to be 
found among any dF the Allied High Commands. Scxne differences of 
opinion as to the method of employing American troops existed and to 
adjust these differences conferences were held and several letters ex¬ 
changed from August 30th to September 2nd. The ^neral strategical 
plan included an offensive whidi would involve the entire front from the 
Meuse to the sea, the main attacks being made between the Meuse and 
Reims in the direction Sedan-Mezieres and by the British and French in 
the north toward Cambrai-St. Quentin. As a result oi the conference of 
September 2nd the Meuse-Argonne front was assigned to the American 
forces, while the American attack was to be supported by the attack of 
the French 4th Army between the Argonne and Reims. In order that 
American troops might be available to undertake the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive, the Mihiel salient drive was, as %ve have seen, limited in the 
results sought. In a letter of August 30th Marshall Foch had contem¬ 
plated that the attack towards Mezwes should be launched between 
September 15th and 20th; during the September 2nd conference it was 
recognized that this allowed too little time for the necessary concentra¬ 
tion of troops and other preparations and the date of attack was tenta¬ 
tively fixed for September 20th to 25th; actually the attack was launched 
on September 26th. 

Throughout the Meuse-Argonne fighting the question of keeping our 
ranks filled was so acute that it is well to outline our difficulties- in this 
respect before considering the actual operations. 


The General Organization Project whidi the Gmimander-in-Chief 
had submitted to Washington early in July of 1917 assumed the necessity 
of having in France a supply of replacements equal to 50% of the infantry 
of combat divisions and 25% of the other arms. The same project also 
invited attention to the necessity of prq>aring at home to assure the 
steady flow of additional replaconents to France. The estimate as to the 
number of replacements bo be maintained in France had as its basis the 
creation of a sufficient reservoir of personnel to enable us to carry out 
two principles which ware assumed as fundamental: 

(a) All losses cf combat troops diould be promptly retraced, not 
only in order to keep up fi^^ting strength but to maintain the morale of 
the organizations (tlm principle had been dearly shown to be fundamental 
by the experience of all our wars); 

(b) Sek and wounded should on their recovery be returned to their 
own units. 

The replacement organization in France, as originally contemplated 
(General Oi^anization Project), included a so-called depot divirion and 
a so-called replacement division for each Army Coips of four combat 
divisions. These two divisions were to have a full complement of in¬ 
fantry, but one-half of their arti|ery and other auxiliaries were to be 
utilized as Corps and Army troops; the organization thus provided the 
50% reservoir of infantry and 25% of other arms considered necessary to 
insure carrying out the two fundamental principle mentioned above. But 
while experience more than justified the stress vrhkh the Commander-in- 
Chief so early placed on the importance of replacements and fully justified 
our early estimates of the numbers requii^, the (German March 21st 
and following offensives created conditions which, coupled with other 
reasons, prevented the functioning of the replacement system as originally 
plarmed. Some of the reasons for this failure were as follows: 

(a) The situation required our troops to be spread over France. 

(b) During May, June and July, 1918, every possible division had 
to be put into line, hence it was necessary to reduce the number of re¬ 
placement divisions from two out of six to one out of six. 



(c) The number of replacements required never reached France. 

(d) It became essential to fill up certain divisions on account of 
tactical necessities and since the shortage of replacements was at the time 
acute, sick and wounded returning to duty were sometimes necessarily 
sent to such divisions without'^regard to whether or not the soldier origin¬ 
ally belonged to the division to be filled. 

Our shortage of replacements became acute early in September and 
by mid October the situation was desi>erate. Only one recourse was 
possible—to utilize incoming divisions for replacements, holding the 
cadres to be reconstituted whenever replacements in adequate numbers 
should be received from home. Even this action did not suffice to bring 
our 29 fighting divisions to full strength but we were able by a judicious 
use of the soldiers thus obtained, to maintain a reasonable strength in 
the divisions at the most critical points of attack. There is no doubt 
but that this decision to break up divisions contributed in a large degree 
to concluding the war in 1918. 

By the end of August, 1914, the German armies had reached the line 
of the Meuse north of Verdun, and the heights just north of the city 
became the pivot of the great wheel of the German armies; although it 
was at one time practically entirely surrounded, the fortress of Verdun 
held. By September 5th this wheel had placed the center of the 
German armies well south of the Marne while Von Kluck, sweeping down 
from Brussels had pmsed just beyond range of the outer forts of Paris 
and stood with his army on both banks of the Marne at Meaux. The 
French armies which toward the end of August had stood along the 
Meuse north of Verdun had been forced back until on September 5th 
their battle line ran southwest from Verdun to Revigny; Revigny being in 
the hands of the French. The battle of the Marne (Ourcq) began on &p- 
tember 6 and by September 12,1914, the German lines between the Meuse 
and the western edge of the Argonnowere practically those against which 
the American 1st Army launched its attack on September 26, 1918. 
Although the great German offensive in 1916 and the French counter¬ 
attacks of 1917 had witnessed fluctuations of the lines around Avocourt, 
Malancourt, Forges, Mort Homme, Esnes (all of which were points of 
direction either within or beyond our jumping off line of September 26th), 
neither French nor Germans had been able to force the other back 


materially and the net result was that in September, 1918, the German 
defenses were unusually deep and strong while No Man’s Land was as 
worthy of all that the name implies as any spot in the western front. 

All supplies and evacuations of the German armies in northern 
France were dependent upon two great railway systems; one, in the 
north, passing trough Li^> while the southern system, with tracks 
coming from Luxemburg, Thionville, and Metz, had as its vital section 
the four-track line Carignan, Sedan, Mezi^res. Neither of these sys¬ 
tems alone could supply the German masses in Northern France and 
no other important lines were available to the enemy because the moun¬ 
tainous masses of the Ardennes had forbidden the construction of east 
and west liites through that region. In addition to his dependence upon 
it for supply, the line Carignan, Sedan, Mezieres was essential to the 
German for movements of his troops. Should this southern system be 
cut by the allies the ruin of German armies would be complete. From 
the Meuse-Argonne front as it existed on September 26, 1918, the per- 
I>endicuiar distance to the Carignan-Mezieres railroad line was about 
fifty kilomeiers. This region then formed the pivot of all German opera¬ 
tions in northern France and the vital necessity of covering the great 
four-track railroad resulted in the convergence on the Mtiw-Argonne 
front of the several enemy defensive positions which further west vrere 
separated by 30 or even 60 kilometers. In fact, although in the northern 
part of the sector the works were not so complete, the German defenses 
on the Meuse-Argonne front consisted of trenches, wire, etc., one series 
behind another, to a depth of 20 kilometers or more. In thus preparing 
to hold a region which was so vital to him that utter ruin must follow 
its loss, the German was greatly aided by the natural features of the 
terrain. 

East of the Meuse the dominating heights not only secured the 
enemy’s left but gave him positions in which powerful artillery could be 
installed to bring an oblique fire on the western bank. Batteries located 
in the elaborately fortified Argonne forest secured the right Sank and 
could even cross their fire with those of the guns on the east bank of the 
Meuse. Midway between the Meuse and the Argonne the heights of 
Montfaucon afforded the enemy perfect observation and formed a Strong 
natural position which he had elaborately fortified. But while these 
were the most prominent features, the east and west ridges, ab u tting on 
the Meuse and Aire valleys, affording as they did perfect machine gun 




positions were perhaps the natural features which most favored the 
desperate defense which the enemy of necessity would have to make. 
Behind Montfaucon. wooded heights such as those west of Romagne and 
north of Barricourt constituted natural features which were most favor¬ 
able to the defense and unfavorable to the offense. Finally, not the 
least of the difficulties faced by the 1st Army were those resulting from 
the breadth of No Man*3 Land and the absolute destruction of roads 
across that area. 

Even though the attack of the 1st Army would have to be made 
against so strong a natural position, to strengthen which the resources 
of Germany have been lavished for four years, it was nevertheless a sector 
in which the fighting could be forced. Thus, by compelling the enemy 
to draw in reinforcements, the advance of our Allies farther west could 
be best assisted. Above all, if the American Army could but win victory 
in this sector the end of the war would be in sight. 

When on September 2nd the decision to attack on the Meuse-Ar- 
gonne front was reached, the 1st Army was engaged in the preparation 
of the St. Mihiel drive. A portion of the staff was withdrawn from th^ 
« St. Mihiel operation, however, and plans were at once begun for initiating 
the new operation. 

The original concentration for the Meuse-Argonne operation included 
15 divisions. Of these the 1st, 3rd, 4th. 35th, 80th, 82nd and 91st were 
involved in the pending St. Mihiel drive; the 29th, 37th and 92nd were 
in sector in the Vosges; the 28th, 32nd and 77th were in the neighborhood 
of Soissons: the 79th Division was in one of our own training areas, and 
the 33rd was near Bar-le-Duc. Practically all the artillery, air^rvice 
and other auxiliaries which could be found for the new operation, were 
committed to the St. Mihiel drive and could only be moved 2 rfter it was 
completed. 

Arrangements to move all units not to be employed in the St. Mihiel 
fight were begun at once and on the second day (September 13th) of that 
fight reserve divisions and army artillery units began moving toward the 
Meuse-Argonne front. Other artillery, corps and army artillery and 
tanks followed and finally wme of the divisions which had been in first 
line in the St. Mihiel attack were withdrawn and joined in the masses 
moving to the new scene of action. To insure secrecy all movements 
had to be made at night and as only three routes were available the roads 


were januned to utmost capacity. The movement of the masses involved 
was one of the most delicate and difficult problems of the war and its 
successful accomplishment is a tribute to the staff work of the 1st 
Army. 

On September 22nd the command of the front from east of the Meuse 
to the western edge of the Argonne passed to the I st Army, vdth head¬ 
quarters at Souilly; the 17th French Corps with three divisions passed 
to the command of the 1st Army and the army front now extended from 
east of the Moselle to the western edge of the Argonne. The Meuse- 
Argonne front had been taken over from the 2nd French Army which had 
rendered much assistance in routing troops, filling dumps, etc., etc. 
Finally, after successfully adjusting a thousand and one difficulites and 
after having foreseen the other thousand and one necessities which con¬ 
front staffs, the 1st Army stood on the night of September 25-26th ready 
for the attack. 

On the night of September 25-26th the enemy had ten divisions in 
line and ten in reserve on the, front Fresnes-en-Woevre-Argonne Forest. 
After St. Mihiel the Germans had naturally expected a further American 
effort but successful ruses east of the line of the Meuse, extending as far 
south as Lun6ville, had decei> ed the enemy and as a consequence the 
actual attack came as a tactical surprise. The surprise feature had also 
been assisted by arrangements under which a screen of French troops 
covered our first line until the last possible moment before launching 
the attack. 

On the night of September 25-26th the battle order of the Ist Army 
irom right to left on the sector of attack was as follows: the 3rd Corps, 
with the 33rd, 80th and 4th Divisions in line and the 3rd Division in 
reserve; the 5th C^rps, with the 79th, 37th and ^fst Divisions in line 
and the 32nd Division in reserve; the Ist C^rps, with the 35th, 28th and 
77th Divisions in line and the 92nd Division in reserve; in army reserve 
were the Ist, 29th and 82nd Divisions in rear respectively of the 3rd, 5th 
and Ist Corps; the 5th French Cavalry Division was also in army reserve. 
Due to the fact that artillery organizations had not yet arrived for much 
of the infantry shipped over in the great troop movements of May, June 
and July, many of the divisions were not served by their own artillery 
brigades. The 33rd, 37th, 79th and 9Ist divisions were supported by 
brigades not belonging to these organizations, while the 3rd, 32nd, 92nd 



and 29th divisions in reserve had no artillery brigades. The shortage 
in artillery material was largely made up by the assistance given by the 
French Command, who made ample French artillery units available for 
use in the operation, so that a total of 2,775 guns supported the attack. 

In addition the appropriate cor|» and army troops were available. 
These included 189 small tanks, of which 142 were manned by Americans, 
and the remainder by French, and 821 airplanes, 604 manned by Ameri¬ 
cans and the remainder by French. 

The Meuse-Argonne operation may properly be divided into two 
or more phases. For the present purpose the period September 26th to 
November 11th may properly be divided into two phases, the first of 
which closed with the end of October. 

Artillery interdiction fire on communications in the rear was begun 
six hours before the initial infantry'attack. Three hours before the attack 
fire was increased and intense artillery preparation all along the front 
commenced. At 330 au m., Sept em be r 26^, the artillery preparation 
changed to a rolling barrage, and the infantry advanced. 

The necessity for securing surprise had forbidden a long artillery 
preparation, and tanks had been unable to precede the infantry in the 
initial jump off. Therefore the infantry was practically dependent upon 
its own resources for cuttii^g through the elaborate system ^ wire. This 
naturally slowed the infantry advance as did also the difficulties of the 
terrain. The infantry, however, progressed without encountering es¬ 
pecially serious resistance, except before Montfaucon. The early over¬ 
running of the enemy's first positions, led to the hope that the 5th French 
Cavalry Division in army reserve might be pushed through the line to 
exploit the success in the direction of Grand Pre. However, blocked 
roads and other causes pre v e n ted the cavalry from getting through before 
the enemy reorganized his defense. The cavalry did not reach Varennes 
and the 5th Cavalry EMvision (French) took no further part in the fight. 

The success of the initial assault having been assured the critical 
problem became the movement of artillery and ammunition across the 
trackless No Man's Land to support the continued progression of the 
troops. The strong point of Montfaucon, which had not fallen on the 
26th, also interfered with moving guns forward; but at 11 ;00 a. m., on 
September 27th, the 79th Division captured Montfaucon, and the center 
of the line, which had fallen behind both flanks, went forward. At that 


hour the right had made a splendid advance into the woods south of 
Brieulles-sur-Meuse, but the extreme left was meeting strong resistance 
in the ArgoniK. The attack continued without interruption and the 
enemy, recognizing his danger, threw six new divisions into line before 
September developed a powerful machine gun defense supported by 
heavy artillery fire, and made frequent counter-attacks %^th fresh 
troops, particularly on the fronts of the 28th and 35th Divisions. 

By nightfall of the 29th the 1st Army line was approximately Bois 
de la C^e Lemont-Nantillois-Apremont—southwest across the Argonne. 
Some of the divisions had suffered severely. Units had becenne inter¬ 
mingled on account of the difficult nature of the ground over which they 
had attacked and the fog or darkness which had covered them. Relirf 
of these divisions had therefore to be made before another coordinated 
general attack could be launched. Consequently, on the night of the 29th, 
the 37th and 79th divisions were relieved by the 32nd and 3rd divisions 
respectively, and on the following night the 1st Division relieved the 35th 
Division. 

At 530 a. m., on October 4th the general attack was renewed. The 
order of battle of first-line divisions and corps from right to left was as 
follows: the 3rd Corps, 33rd, 4th and 80th divisions; 5di Corps, 3rd and 
32nd divisions; 1st Corps, 1st, 28th and 77th Divisions. The number of 
enemy divisions on the front from Fresnes-en-Woevre to the Argonne had 
increased from 20 to 23 in line and in reserve, and comprised his best 
divisions. The resistance was desperate, and only small advances were 
realized, except on the right of the Ist Corps. By evening of October 
5tb the line was approximately Bois de la Cote Lemont—^Bob du Fays 
—Gesnes—Hill 24d~Fl6vinc—^Chflifry—southwest through the Argonne. 

On October 6th the battle was extended to the east of the Meuse, 
in pursuance of instructions received to increase the extent of the battle 
front and thus involving more German divisions. On October 8th the 
17th French Corps made a general attack on the front east of the Meuse 
with the followii^ divisions in line from right to left: 26th French Division, 

18tb French Division, 29th and 33rd American Divisions. This attack fell 
on the exact pivot of the enemy's salient formed by the whole of the ene¬ 
my's armies in northern France and our troops encountered elaborate forti¬ 
fications and desperate resistance. Although the attack progressed until 
the 10th the advance realized was not sufficient completely to relieve troops 
west of the Meuse from enfilade artillery fire from the east bank. 



In the meantime on October 7th, the 1st Corps launched the 82ncl 
Division in an attack northwest toward Comay to outflank the Germans 
in the Argonne, and to free the 28th and Ist Divisions from enfilade fire 
from the eastern edge oi the forest. The success of the 82nd Division 
in this attack was mariced and did much to break down resistance in the 
Argonne. The 28th Division was relieved on the night of the 8-9th by 
the extension of the front of the 82nd Division. 

On October 9th the 5th Corps attacked, vdth the Ist Division rein> 
forced by one infantry brigade of the 91 st Division and the 32nd Division; 
the stul^mest defense was encountered and the fighting was desperate 
but an advance was made. On the \(kh the Argonne was cleared and 
on the night of the 11th the line ivas approximately Bois d'Ormont 
(north of Verdun) — Molieville Farm — Sivry-sur-Meuse-^Bois de la 
C6tc Lemont—Biois de For8t—Cunel—Romagne—Sommerance—Aire 
river west to Grand Pr6. 

On the night of the 11 -12th the I st Division was relieved by the 42nd 
Division, and the 80th Division by the 5th Division, both relieving divi¬ 
sions coming from the St. Mihiel front. Local attacks continued on 
October 12-13th preparatory to a general attack, and on October 14th 
this attack was ddivered on the front from north of Verdun to St. Juvin. 
The order of battle in line on the front of attack from right to left was: 
17th French Corps with 26th French Division, 18th French Division, 
29th and 33rd divisions; 3rd Corps with the 4th, 3rd and 5th divisions; 
5th Corps with the 32nd and 42nd divisions and the Ist Corps vdth the 
82nd and 77th divisions. Stubborn resistance was encountered every¬ 
where and on most of the front only small advances were realized. Never¬ 
theless the La C6te-Dame-Marie fell and the Kriemhilde line of defense 
was broken. 

On October 18th there was heavy fighting east of the Meuse, and 
the dogged offensive continued everywhere by local operations. On the 
23rd of October, the 3rd and 5th Corps pushed northward as far as 
Bantheville. • It was now necessary to relieve certain troops, consolidate 
positions and generally to get forces and supplies in hand before attempt¬ 
ing another general attack. The remaining days of October (or to the 
end of the peiiod %ve have called the first phase) were therefore devoted 
to preparing for the great attack to be launched November Ist. 

The material results which had.been obtained by the Ist Army up 


to the end of October may be summarized as follows; The enemy’s 
most elaborately prepared positions had been broken through; the south¬ 
ern half of the Argonne was in our hands; 18,600 prisoners, 370 cannon, 
1,000 machine guns and countless material of all sorts captured;-an 
increasing number of German divisions, arising from 20 in line and reserve 
on September 26th to 31 on C)ct<^r 31st, had been drawn into the fight; 
the great railroad artery throu^ Carigan and Sedan .vras seriously 
threaten^. 

But great as were the material results, the moral results were still 
more important. The American soldier had shown an unrivalled forti¬ 
tude in enduring incessant efforts and all the hardships due to constant 
bad weather and never ceasing battle. The Army had developed into a 
powerful and smooth running machine and everyone from the 0>m- 
mander-in-Chief to the last arrival in France was supremely confident of 
the ability of the American soldier to carry throu^ any task. On the 
other hand the enemy’s morale had been reduced until his vn\l to resist 
had reached the l^-eaking point and he was ripe for the disaster v4iich 
was soon to overtake him. 

in order that we may not fall into the error of suppling that 
the Meuse-Argonne offensive represented the whole of America's effort 
during the last days of the war it is well, before taking up the final 
attack of Novembw Ist, to see what American troops were doing 
elsewhere. 

In preparation for the Meuse-Argonne attack the Ist Army had mere¬ 
ly extended its front, retaining command of the troops on the old St. 
Mihiel front. But by early October the ration stren^h of the Ist Army 
including the French troops, had risen to over a million men, and for 
this and other reasons the organization of another army was necessary. 
On October 10th therefore, the 2nd Army was created, and on October 
12th Major-General Robert L. Bullard was assigned to command it; the 
St. Mihiel front extending from Port-sur-Seille to Fresnes-en-Woevre was 
taken from the 1st Army and assigned to the 2nd Army. On October 
12th the (^omniander-in-Chief assigned Major-C^eral Hunter Liggett to 
command the 1st Army and, establishing his advanced headquarters at 
Ligny-en-Barrois, assumed command of the group of armies formed by 
the Ist and 2nd American Armies. 



The prospect which became more and more a certainty of forcing 
an early conclusion of the war made it essential to keep all troops in line 
to the utmost of their powers of endurance, and therefore forbade the 
rest to which the tired divisions were richly entitled. Divisions which 
could no longer remain in the battle-front were therefore sent to the calmer 
sector of the 2nd Army. Notwithstanding the fact that it was constantly 
composed of tired divisions, the 2nd Army managed by its energetic 
attitude to keep the enemy in its front in constant dread. The 2nd 
.Army was also prepared, as will be noticed later, to launch a powerful 
offensive when all plans were interrupted on November llth by the 
armistice. 

When the British attacked on August 8th, on the Amiens front, 
America was represented by the 33rd Division. 

When the 1st Army was formed at St. Mihiel the 3rd G>rps with the 
28th, 32nd and 77th Divisions had been left on the Veslc. Elarly in 
September (3rd to 13th) the 28th and 77th Divisions attacked and as 
usual progressed. 

On August 29th the 32nd Division, which had entered the line 
northwest of Soissons, attacked and by a brilliant success materially 
aided the advance of the French on either flank. 

The 6th, 81st and 88th divisions held sectors in the Vosges dur¬ 
ing September and October, the last division being relieved on Novem¬ 
ber 4th. 

The 2nd Corps with the 27th and 30th divisions remained on the 
British front until the armistice. These two divisions played an im¬ 
portant part in breaking the Hindenburg line, and when the armistice 
was signed they had taken nearly 6,000 prisoners, 44 guns and over 
^00 machine guns. 

The 4th French Army, attacking west of the Argonne, desired 
American troops. On September 30th the 2nd Division entered the 
French line and on October 3rd this division attacked a very strong 
position, broke through to a depth of 6 kilometers on the first day and 
thus allowed the French on either flank to advance. The 2nd Division 
not only held the positions it had gained, but made further progress 
until its relief on October 10th by the 36th Division. The 2nd Division 
had broken down the enemy’s resistance, having taken 2,296 prisoners, 
^nd the 36th Division, which had neyer been in the line before, showed 


that it was fully capable of profiting by the opportunity. In two days 
the 36th Division had reached the Aisne after an advance of no less than 
21 kilometers. 

In October while we were so heavily engaged in the Argonne the 
Commander-in-Chief received an urgent call from Marshall Foch for two 
American Divisions to help the French 6th Army and the Belgians, who 
were attacking in the extreme north. In answer to this call the 37th and 
91st Divisions (the 91st being accompanied by the artillery of the 28th 
Division) were promptly sent north, and on October 30th they entered 
the line and methodically broke down all the enemy resistance until 
November 4th. They again entered the line on November 10th and were 
there when the armistice took effect on Nove/nber I Ith. 

So insistent were the requests for American troops that it seemed 
that the commanders of our Allies felt that the very presence erf American 
divisions assured victory; it is to the eternal glory of the American soldier 
that wherever he went he found victory. 

Tlie French 4th Army, as well as our 1st Army, had felt the need of 
a period of comparative inactivity, so that the troops might be reorgan¬ 
ized and supplies accumulated for another concerted attack* It was of 
course desirable that the attack of the 1st Army and that of the French 
4th Army should be simultaneous. As a result of conferences with 
French G. H. Q. and Marshall Foch’s Headquarters, November 1st was 
finally selected as the day of attack. 

The general objective of the attack was still the region Sedan- 
Mezicres, and its primary purpose was of course to cut the great railroad. 

The first and immediate objective of the I st Army was the capture 
of Buzancy and the heights of Barricourt, the outflanking of the northern 
part of the Argonne, and establishing contact with the 4th French Army 
near Boult-aux-Bois. 

The line on the night of October 30th-Novcmber 1st ran approxi¬ 
mately as follows: The Meuse river--Cl6ry-le-Grand north of Banthe- 
ville- northern part of the Bois de Banthevilie south of St. Georges- 
north of St. Juvin north of Chevicrcs. The order of battle from right 
to left was as follows: 3rd Corps with the 5th and 90th Divisions in line 
and the 3rd Division in reserve; 5th Corps with the 89th and 2nd Divisions 
in line and the 1st and 42nd Divisions in reserve; 1st Corps with the 80th. 




77th and 78th Divisions in line and the 82nd Division in reserve. The 
32nd Division was in army reserve. The attack was preceded by two 
hours of violent artillery preparation. By continuous effort all available 
artillery had been mov^ forward to suitable positions to cover the infan¬ 
try advance, and was well co-ordinated in a tremendous preparation. 
The enemy was overwhelmed and broke before the determined infantry. 
The 3rd Corps took Andevanne, and the 5th Corps pushed forward most 
rapidly and drove the enemy from the heights of the Bois de Barricourt, 
a formidable natural obstacle which had blocked the way to Sedan. 

On November 2nd the I st Corps joined more actively in the move¬ 
ment which had now become an onslaught that the enemy could not con¬ 
tain. On the 3rd. troops were rushed forward in motor trucks in the 
pursuit of the demoralized enemy. By the night of the 3rd the 1st Corps 
had reached St. Pierremont, the 5th Corp had taken Foss6 and the 3rd 
Corps Beauclair. The enemy's line had been pierced to a distance of 
nearly 20 kilometers and selected heavy batteries were rushed forward to 
fire on the important railroad lines at Montmedy- Longuyon Conflans. 
Th.e ultimate object of the whole operation was now within reach. 

On the 4th the pursuit was continued and operations were extended 
to the east bank of the Meuse. By night we were on the left bank of 
the Meuse, opposite Stenay, and on the 5th the line was beyond Stonne 
on the west bank of the Meuse, while on the cast bank the 5th Division 
of the 3rd Corps had crossed the river and progressed over two kilometers 
east erf Brieulles and Dun-sur-Meuse. Just west of the Meuse the enemy 
restsUnoe had been completely disorganized. All his reserves had been 
used up and his first-line divisions were in flight. To the east of the 
Meuse, however, the enemy still held, and progress was slow. On Novem¬ 
ber 6th the 1st Corps pushed seven kilometers beyond Raucourt, the 
great railway artery was within easy artillery range and a continuation 
of our efforts and ^ose of our Allies further nortli meant the end of all 
the German Armies in Northern France. 

Since October 7th, a date which coincides with that on which it 
be^me certain that the German could not wrest from the I st Army its 
initial success in breaking the Meuse-Argonne line, the German Govern¬ 
ment had sought through the President of the United States to secure 
an armistice which, needless to say, would in the German mind be accept¬ 
able to Germany. Several exchanges of notes between the German 
Government and the President took place, until finally on November 5th 


the President informed Germany that the question of an armistice must 
be taken up vnth Marshall Foch, the Allied Commander-in-Chief. On 
November 6th, when the. 1st Army had driven the German until his 
retreat became a rout, the German High Command asked Marshall 
Foch for a conference. Two such coincidences are not the result of 
chance and are themselves sufficient proof that the American soldier 
had borne his share in securing victory. The German representatives 
met Marshall Foch on the night of November 7th-8th. The Germans 
asked for an immediate cessation of hostilities. Marshall Foch refused 
and gave the Germans 72 hours in which to accept armistice terms which 
had already been prepared; all the Allies were ordered to continue to 
attack. 

On November 7th the river line of the Meuse to a point not far from 
Sedan was in the hands of. the 5th and 1st Corps. On November 7th. 
8th and 9th the German forces on the heights southeast of Stenay were 
pushed into the plain of the Woevre. The attack of the 1st Army was 
now directed toward Carignan. The 1st Corps was withdrawn and its 
sector taken over by the 4th French Army, ^st of the Meuse the pur¬ 
suit was continued. On November lOth, the 5th Corp>s forced a crossing 
over the Meuse, south of Mouzon, and on the morning of the 11th this 
Corps crossed at Stenay and occupied that town in liaison with our 3rd 
Corps on its right. 

Early on the morning of November 11 th the German Commissioners 
accepted the terms of the Armistice; G. H. Q. was at once notified by 
Marshall Foch's headquarters that the armistice would go into effect 
at 11 ;00 a. m. The Armies were at once notified, and they in turn 
transmitted the order through the Corps headquarters to the troops. 
The advance erf our troops had been so rapid, however, that communica¬ 
tion beyond Corps headquarters was uncertain, and in at least one case 
one of our small detachments took prisoners after 11:00 a. m. 

On November 5th, the Commander-in-Chief directed the 1st Army 
to prepare to move towards Carignan upon the completion of the Meuse- 
Argonne operation, and at the same time directed the 2nd Army to ad¬ 
vance its lines and prepare to attack in the direction of Briey. On the 
same day, November 5th. Marshall Foch wrote a letter (received on 
night of November 6th-7th) asking the Commander-in-Chief to send six 
American divisions to assist in the attack which the French were prepar- 



ing in the region of Ch&teau-Salins. Six divisions were at once selected, 
but it was arranged that these divisions should operate under our 2nd 
Army. 

The move of the Germans’toward an armistice served to hasten all 
Allied preparations for the delivery of a final blow in case the enemy did 
not accept the terms'offered him. and on the I Ith the six divisions needed 
to support the left of the Frenc h were enroute to the right bank of the 
Moselle to join in the attack, which was scheduled for November 14th. 

From September 26th to November 11th the Germans employed 46 
divisions in attempting to defend the Meuse-Argonne sector. This was 
15% of the enemy's entire divisional strength on the western front, but 
since these divisions included the finest Prussian shock troops the actual 
percentage of the enemy's fighting strength represented by the 46 divisions 
was probably considerably more than 25%. (Lest we forget, remember 
also that American divisions confronted the enemy at other points on 
the front during this same period.) Notwithstanding the forces thrown 
in by the enemy, the 1st Army had been completely successful. The 
enemy's vital supply line had b^n cut; nearly 20,000 prisoners, over 400 
guns, more than 300 trench mortars, 3,000 odd machine guns and a 
large quantity of other material, iiKluding 3 locomotives and 100 cars 
had been taken. 

The American divisions actually engaged were the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th, 5th, 26th. 28th. 29th. 32nd, 33rd. 35th. 37th. 42nd, 77th, 78th. 79th. 
80th, 81st, 82nd, 89th, 90th and Olst. The 6th Division was also in 
reserve, as was the 92nd Division, some of whose elements were for a time 
engaged. Many of the divisions were in line for a length of time that 
only the fortitude of the American soldier made possible, others were 


returned after a few days rest. The Ist, 5th, 32nd, 42iid, 77th and 79th 
Divisknis were in line on this front twice, the 80th Division was in three 
times, while other division^ which were engaged were also engaged at 
other parts of the front during the period covered by the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive. 

The American casualties were just under 119,000. This number was 
large, but viewed in the light of the results achieved the casualties were 
ligto. 

As early as June, 1918^ the Germans exhibited great apprehension 
as to the effect of America on the outcome of the war. On June 12th, 
for example, prisoners captured by the French stated with reference to 
the 2nd Division: 

"It was decided to use picked men against the Americans, to inflict 
on them a moral defeat. The purpose of the intervention of the 5th 
CUiard Division and the 28th Infantry Division was to prevent at all costs 
the achievement of success by the Americans." 

A high (jerman (jeneral Staff officer has stated: * *lt wasthe attack 
of the American troops west of the Meuse that, with the impetuosity 
which the Carman Staff had not believed possible for them upon so short 
a period of training, had gained the decision for the Allies and brought 
about the ruin of the German Army." 

Volumes could, and will, be written on the American Soldier's part 
in the war, but only a brief statement of fact is necessary to establish for 
him a record to which no other nation can lay claim: In the defense no 
American division last ground intrusted to it except locally and then only for 
a few hours, and no American division failed in aUack. 
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Map of the Mcu(e-Argonne battle, copied from the official map issued by the Intelligence Division of the General Statf, C. H. Q., A. £. F. 
This map shows the daily advatKC, by divisions, of the 1st Army in Americas’s greatest battle, beginning Sept. 26 and lastirtg until Nov. 11. 
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Souilly. the headquarters of General John j. Pcrshii^ at the beginning of our greatest battle which involved the eoiployinent of 1.200,000 troops, the use of 2,417 guns and 4.214.000 
rounds of artillery ammunition. General Pershii^'s ofhce was in the mairie where Petain directed the defense oi Verdun and Nivelle the recapture of Fort Douaumont. The 
road running past the mairie. and traversing the picture, is known as the “Sacred Road"—the road which saved Verdun. It had witnessed, says Lt. Col. Palmer, all of the grim 
movements of troops %rho had fought under the inspiration of Petain's sa 3 ring: "They shall not pass." PhalO by U. S- Air Strvir# 
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Verdun, the great bastion overlooking our advance to the Meuse-Argonne front. The citadel of Verdun is built of solid rock in which there are many miles of tunnels running 
in all directions. During the Crown Prince's attack (Feb. 22--Sept. 9. 1916) several thousand troops were quartered in the caverns. The subterranean barracks included a 
bakery, mess hall, chapel, recreation rooms, commissary, electric light plant and immense sleeping quarters, all fully protected against the largest shell or air bomb. The Germans 
fired their last shot into Verdun on the morning of Nov. 11. 1918. /^T%>io by U. Air S«rvicv 
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Preparing to “treat ’em rough.” 
Tanks loaded on cars at Vadelaincourt, 
Sept. 25. in anticip>ation of the attack 
on the following day. In the Meuse- 
Argonne operations 324 tanks were used. 
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“OnMrarA Christian Soldiers." Church services near Verdun. 


A view of Verdun looking north from Cathedral tower. 
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A 340 mm. gun manned by the U. S. Coast Artillery Corps bring into the German lines from the neighborhood of Nixeville, Sept. 26, 1918. 
In every hundred days that our combat divisions were in line they were supported by their own artillery for 75 days, by British artillery for 5 days, 
by French for I ' > days and were without artillery support for 18 4 days. Of these IS *'} days, however, 18 days were spent in quiet sectors and 

onlv one-half of one day in active sectors. 
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Thirty miles is the effective range of this 14 inch naval gun which formed part of a battery of railway ordnance manned by sailors and com¬ 
manded by Rear Admiral C. P. Plunkett. The first gun was shipped from the United States June 20, 1918. It went into action against the enemy 
Sept. 16, from which time this gun with its sister guns was engaged in firing against German bases hitherto completely beyond the reach of allied 

artillery. (Inset) Rear Admiral Plunkett. 
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T»o .,l« .n hoo, .he .... .. wh,ch T.^ 


the Mcuse-Argonne front. The srene is typical of the congestion 
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A drinking water reservoir for American troops moving toward the 

front. 


“Shirt reading.” 


A catnap in a gun emplacement. 
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Maj. Gen. C. P. Summcrall. “Per Schedule” 
Summerall he was called. From July 18 to 
Oct. 12, 1918, he commanded the Ist Div. 
Then he commanded the 5th Corps. 


Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman, Brig. Gen. Malin Craig and Col. A. C. Voris. When General Liggett 
assumed command of the 1st Army on Oct. 12, 1918, General Dickman succeeded him as commanding 
general of the 1st corps. 
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An outstanding figure in the Meuse-Argonne operations, Maj. Gen. (later Lt. Gen.) Robert L. Bullard. In the early period Gen. Bullard 
commanded the 3d Corps and later the 2d Army. Left to right, front row: Maj. Gen. R. L. Bullard; Brig. Gen. Stuart Heintzelman; Col. David 
L. Stone, between and behind the generals. Second row, left to right: Lieut. Col. G. W. Wilson; Lieut Col. F. M. Thompson; Lieut. Col. G. P. 

Tyner, Capt. Shirey, aid-de-camp; Lieut. Col. 0. Hope; Col. W. N. Haskell. October 20, 1918. 
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The endless stream of trucks passing through Elsnes. 


Megro infantrymen of the 92d Div. advancing to the Argonne front 
along screened highway. 
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An observer escaping in parachute from balloon set afire by German 

shell. 


Photo by U. S. Air t^rvico 


Secretary Baker made a second visit to the front in September. 
Maj. Gen. J. W. McAndrcw, Chief of Staff, A. E. F., and the Secretary 
photographed at Fort de Marrc, Sept. 26. 1918. Fort de Marrc is one 
of the chain of outer forts arounchVerdun. T 
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Maj. Gen. Robert Alexander, G>mmandin^ 
General 77th Oiv. 


Mqi of the 308th Inf.. 77th Div., resting after their first advance in the Argonne, Sept. 26. 
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Awaiting orders to advance. Men of the 2d Bn., 307th Regt. in command of Sgt. Maj. C H. Greenberg, assemble one and one half miles north of 

Le Four de Paris. Here the 307th Inf. jump^ off Sept. 26. 
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oI a .pd E. I03<i » D.V.. r.p..nn. . 


dynamited bridge at Boureuillcs. Sept. 26 


I 
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Battery A, 108th F. A. at Varennes-cn-Argonne. Lt. W. T. Powers knd detail of 108th F. A., in gas masks, receive 

instructions from observer. Varennes-en-Argonne. 




Men of Co. 1, 109th Inf., filling canteens at Boureuilles. Sept. 26. 


Maj. Gen. Charles H. Muir. 28th Div. and Col. Frank Ely, in front of 
P. C. at La Forge. 
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While the 28th Div. was pushing forward an obsepration balloon of 
the 5th Co. was attacked and brought down by German airmen. 
Forty-three of our balloons were destroyed during the war. 


Not dead or wounded; just taking 40 winks after a hard drive, 
of 28th Div. near Boureuilles Sept. 26. 


Men 
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Secretary Baker and Maj. Gen. J. W. McAndrew at Rarecourt, Sept. 26, 1918. watching the examination of a German officer by intelligence 
officers. 1st Lt. Jennings and 2d Lt. McCoy. Military information required for general purposes included the enemy order of battle, his strength, 
condition and morale and the strength, position and condition of his reserves. Data of this character were obtained mainly from prisoners and 


captured documents 
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Tank* of the 326th Battery, 3llth Tank Center, near Boureuilles on way into action. Sept. 26. 1918. These machines carried two men. a driver and a gunner. About half of thwe 
tanks were equipped with 37 mm. cannon, and about half with machine guns. The speed was five to six miles an hour; grade capacity 45 degrees; weight 15.000 pounds. Inset; Prisoners assist 
wounded tank gunner. Boureuilles. 1:45 p. m.. Sept. 26. 
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Maj. Gen. Peter E. Traub, commanding the 35th Div., in front of his 
■headquarters. Both he and Maj. D. C. Cordiner, to whom he is tallring , 
full combat equipment. Gen. Traub is carrying an old type gas 
mas^whiTe Maj. Cbrd^er is carrying'the nrir mipiratnr. slung oiU^i>adL 


Not a stone remains of the village of Vauquois, near the Amencan 
**Jump Off/* Sept, 26,^ It had been fought over by the Germans 
and French many times in the previous four years. 


^—> Offirial C. S. Air fi 

v^oogle 
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Yanks streaming through the captured town of Varennes, taken 
in the first day s advance by the 28th and 35th Divs. 


Battery of 155 mm howitzers helping to spe^ the enemy 
. Firing from the captured town of Varennes. 
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A demolition bomb caught by the camera. These bombs were aimed 
at enemy dumps, railheads and wherever supplies were concentrated. 
Tlic largest bom^ manufactured for our army weighed 1,000 pounds 
and carried 570 pounds of explosives. They had fins to steady their flight. 

Photo by U. 8. Air 8«rTiM 


What happened when a demolition bomb struck an enemy concen¬ 
tration. hr U. 8. Air ItarrMo 
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Varennes, takfn on the first day of the Meuse-Argorme battle. It was in the advance of the 28th and 35th Diva. Probably few of the Pennsylvania 

and Missoun NaUonal Guasdsmen of those divisions knew that 127 years before Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette were captured here and turned back to Paris 
and the guillotine. 
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UM Dune ormten beyond VauquoH HdL The despcnU bravery of die MiwournM at VaumioH and Cheppy was < 
S:IMand,C.O.M36dilnf.(oMlrtKCN.G.fr» For ^Cry in actio, at Vauqoo. 

the OoM of the Leipon of Honor (officer). Inset (right) Capt. Alexander KT&iidcer. Co. 1.138th Inf. Cant. SkhAer personally 
Cheppy^ The carrier was killed hututlv but Capt. Skinker sebed the ammunition and continued throv^ i 
■ E Medal of K 


later. Capt. Skinker was awarded the I 


F Honor posthumously 


E of the outstandinf features of the first phase of the Meuse-Argonne oper a tions. Inset (left) CoL Harry 
omm a n d of Ael3ra Inf. Col. Howlandwas awarded the D. S. C.. the Croix de Guerre (tiro palms) and 
led an automatic iMeman and a carrier in an attack on German madnne xuns in the Kndenbarf Kne near 
srire, f e e d ing the automatic rifle until he. too. was killed. The rifieman was killed a few moments 

Air Xorviev 
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Charpentry, one of the numerous village ruins turned into machine gun nests to hold up our advance. Taken in the first rush over this section, by the 
35th Div. OSiriJ U. 8. Air 


Baulny, in the same area. “We were no longer engaged in a maneuver h>r the pinching out of a salient,’’ says Gen. Pershing in his final report." but were 
committed to a direct fronUl atUck agaiiut strong, hostile positions fully maimed by a determined enemy.’’ tv o. a. ai. swIm 
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for extraordinary heroism in action north of Montre^Ii^ W<Ss!*^^'Although woui^ed^and KJcSvIble'^to'w^k* ir*** *** awarded the D. S. C. 

in the foce of heavy art.ilery and inten. machine-gun hre. Hi, extr^old'S ^u^^ir^at^tr 


Digitized by ooQie 


rce at^c 









j 1 fringes of the Argonne. Tlie celebrated forest, further west, offered more serious obstacles to progress. The 35th Div. cleared its way through this 
desolate stretch of shell-torn trees and tangled underbrush east of Varennes without serious difficulty. 
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A high power Filloux 155 hurled forty feet by a dvect hit on the road near Charpentry. Second Lieutenant J. F. Lewis, Bat. F, 56th 

C. A. C. at the breech. 
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Daneer from gas attacks was impressed on our men by every means in order to enforce obedience to the army orders concerning ^e carrying ^d weanng ^ 
of gas S! was sta'ied for the benefit of soldiers by Maj. Evarts Tracy. C. E. In 1918 from 20 to 30 per cent of all our battle casualties- 

were due to gas. 
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Lieut. G>1. WilBam Mook. an army skin expert, treating a soldier 
burned by mustard gas. 


Mustard gas victim, showing effects of this gas on the skin. 
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The men of the 9l8t Div. valiantly upheld the honor of the Pacific G>ast in the advance on Sept 26. when they received their baptism of fire, ‘*The roar of the surf, oo Pacific beaches, 
of the car wheels from ^e coast to New York, of the steamship propellers across the Atlantic, was the song of their gained energy suddenly released in a charge. . . . By nightfall they had 
advanced nearly five miles. The coast might well be proud of its sons in their first day’s battle.” Soldiers of the 3d Bn., 363d Inf., 91st Div. in reserve south of Vauquois. Sept. 26. 
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91 jt Div. encampment near the Bois de Cheppy. 
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Maj. Gen. C. S. Farnsworth, commanding 
general 37th Div. (Ohio National Guard), 
before P. C. Recicourt, Sept. 25. 


112th F. S. Bn., 37th Div., waiting to advance, Avocourt, Sept. 26. 
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Soldiers of Co. B. 364th Inf., southeast of Vauquois, 7:40 A. IVl. Prisoners captured by 37th Div. Sept. 27, Avocourt. 


Digitized by 


Goo'^le 




















While the ground soldier fought for days to gain a trench system or a patch of woods the airman sailed above viewing and reading the terrain like a map 
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Maj. Gen. Joseph E. Kuhn and ofBcen of 
the 79th Div. To the left of Gen. Kuhn 
(officer in short coat) is Brig. Gen. E. M. 
Johnson. Next to Gen. Johnson is Ciol. 
Tenny Ross, chief of staff. On Sept. 26 
the division as part of the 5th Corps par¬ 
ticipated in the general attack, capturing 
the towns of Haucourt and Malancourt on 
this date. The following day the stronghold 
of Montfaucon was taken. The advance 
was continued through the Bois de Bouge 
and the town of Nantillois. Three assaults 
against Madeleine Farm, a strong position 
on the southern edge of the Bois de Cunel, 
failed to dislodge the enemy. After advan¬ 
cing ten kilometers during four days of severe 
fighting, on Sept. 30. the division was re¬ 
lieved by the Third Division. 


German shells bursting in N^tillois and a Signal Corps photographer right there to make pittures of them. 
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This observation balloon had been hit by an enemy airman. The 
observer is drc^ping to safety in a parachute near Montfaucon. A few 
moments later the German who destroyed the balloon, Hans Heinrich 
Marwede, was brought down by anti-aircraft guns. 


Maj. Gen. Joseph E. Kuhn, commanding the 79th Div. 
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Malancourt was. iiTdtc pathway of the 79th Div. in its first day’s 
rush for Montfaucon. This air view shows the enemy machine gun posi¬ 
tion and wire entanglements that had to be overcome by our men in 
their advance. pko«o hr u. *f. Air swviee 


Ruins of Montfaucon. where the Germans made their strongest stand 
in the first phase of the fighting. Shell holes in the foregrpund show the 
concentration of artillery fire- pboto by u. s. a* u.rrioe 
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Souvenirs. This first sergeant has forgotten 
the hell of battle in the pleasure of collecting 
trophies 


Miss Anderson and Miss Marie H. Jewett of Aberdeen, S. D., ministering to a soldier at the A. R. C. 
Evacuation hospital, Fleury-sur-Aire. 
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Advancing infantry of the 79th E)iv. passing the CroMm Prince’s 
observatory after the capture of the town. 



Machine Gun G>mpany» 314th Inf., 79th Div., passing through 
Malancourt on the way to front. 
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Another view of the Crown 
Prince’s armored observatory on 
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Montfaucon Wood and the German trench system ovfcr which the 
79th and 37th Divs. charged in the advance on the tovm of Montfaucon^ 

i*lM>co bsr U. 8. Air avrioa 


Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker wearing the D. S. C. awarded him for 
gallantry in bringing doMm German'planes. At tfaeond of the Argote 
campaign his officially accredited total was 26. He>.^¥as the^ American, 
ace of aces. 
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Gathering the battle victims for bur^L. The enemy.dead in the pathway of our advance. 
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Though only 39 years old. Brig. Gen. Hugh A. PjH™- 

with distinction the tremendous responsibilities or Chief of otaif or 

the 1st Army. 


“That enormous, calm, thorough-going Liggett." Lt. Gen. Hunter 
Liggett commanded the I st Corps at beginning of the Meuse Argonne. 
He took over the 1st Army Oct. 12, 1918. 
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In action consUn^ (or twenty-low da)rs in which it loat 6.000 men. captured 2.731 prisonen and 


rs and penetrated the enemy defend 13 kilometers was the rema^bie record of t^ bull dog ^ Div. in the ^uae-Arfonne opemtiooa 
Engliah was . * . « . . . ^ . 


at Hai^inville'^t. 15. L to R.. lat row: U. Col. E. W. Savage. G-2: Lt.'Col7E Canfield. Jr . GJ; LrCol. C. A. Bach. C.jrf S.: Maj. Gen. «nea; Col. A. H. ^'her^piv.^Digr.: Lt. Col. f. L Sh^burne. Div. Sig. Off.; Lt. Col. 


R. L. Carawcil. Div. Serf.; Lt. Col. A. G. Hixon, Comdg. Traina. 2d i 
I>‘v. Ordnartce Off.: Capt. R. C. Smith. A. D. C.: Lt. W. M. Caraon. jr. 


.. . _ . _ .iia.UI . 

Lt. Col. H. A. Parker. G-J; Capt. K. J. Savage. Div. Adjut.; Maj. H. H. Fletcher. Div. M. G. Off.: Capt. M. Hommet. FrenchLiaiaon Off.: Maj. L. N. Htne 
A. D. C. Top row; Maj. F. Gilbreath. Div.Q. M.: Lt. Col. C. C. Tearc. Div. J. A.: Chaplain R. R. Rankin. Div. Chaplain 
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In an advanced position Sec. Lt. S. C. Pale, liaison officer, 16th F. A., 4th Div., over field telephone reports observations to headquarters. 

Photographed near Nantillois, Sq;>t. 28. 
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Ruins of the village of Cuisy, which was behind the German lines until captured by the 4th Division on Sept. 26, 1918. Division Headquarters were established here at midnight. Sept. 
26-27. 1918. The men in the truck in the foreground are Americans, wounded, but not seriously. The men on the litters are Germans, seriously wounded. The troops in the background, in 
front of the church, are F and G companies. 58th Infantry, going forward to Septsarges^ Taken Sept. 28, 1918. 
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,t. . »**fM*,*“ nothing to tur^ the on the Ivy Division during those dsys." The terrific punishment susUined by the men of the 4th Div. during 

^d^s^rLn^rOctT'wa'* “* ^“‘*"** “ Corpo™* Johnson. Co. L. Sfith Inf., on guord in the trench on the northwest edge ofS 
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Radio outfit of the 4th Div. operating in the mint of Cuisy. The tmck it sheltered from observation by the walls that remain standing around it. 
officer with mobile headquarters 39th Inf. talking to G)L F. C. Belies, C. 0., who is in front line with the troops. Near J^lantillois, Sept. 28. 


Inset: 2d Lt. A. S. Murray, liaiaoo 
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A Breguet bomber. While the ground soldiers were pushing back the Germans through the Argonne bombing planes went forth each night to increase 
the enemy troubles. These bombers destroyed railway lines, supply bases and munition dumps behind the lines. 


Photo by U. a. Air Sorviee 


Digitized by 


Google 




291 



Bombing Monlmody. 42 k.lomelers north of *''‘3"’J,'’* *”'±“u™r.n*t« .iV dimctS^’TSuhrS^^ .ri 

, boon roloLd by . Y nk» Z^no^.L^™ by'.tC “indicing So orplonon o, .„.,-oir cylt rhollr. To rbo „gh. may be .on 

rtetrnTho1sxading,^Tb.o.io.o.ro.^^^^^ ..Googlc 
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“Wild Luke,” our second are. «ith a record of bringinf down fourteen observation balloons and four planes. Lt. Frank Luke. 27tli Aero Squadron, near Murvaux. France. Sept. 29. 1918. started on a pat^ after GemsM 
observation balloons. “Thougb pursued by eight German planes which were protecting the enemy balloon line, he unhekitatingly attacked and shot down in flames three German balloons being himself under heavy fire from ground 
batteries and the hostile planes. Severely wounded, he descended to within fifty meters of the ground, and. flying at this low altitude r»ear the town of Murvaus. opened fire on the enemy trooM. killing six and woundi^ as many mo^ 
Forced to make a landing, and surrounded-on all sides by the enemy, who called upon him to surrender, he drew his automate pistol and defended himself gallantly until he fell dead from a wound in hb chest.” (Inset)- Lt. Ernst bchub. 
5th Flying Squadron. 5th German Army, one of Lt. Luke's victims, brought down near Verdun, Sept. 18. 1918. 
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Camp of I St Bn., 317th Inf., 80th Div., in the woods of Osches, Sept. 19, 1918. Captain Powell Glass, son of United States Senator Carter Glass, was 

the commanding officer. 
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Nine kilometers in two days. This was the advance made by the 80th Div. after the jump-off in the Meuse-Argonne operatkms beginning Sept. 26. Here 
are seen the commanding general of the division, Maj. Gen. Adelbert Cronkhitc, and Colonel William H. Waldron, Chief of Staff. They are examining a map 
of the sector on their fronf. Our armies were at all times supplied with an abundance of excellent maps, reproduced for the most part in the printing plant at 
Langres, whose equipment and personnel were unexcelled on either side during the war. / 
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Headquarters of the Blue Ridge 
(80th) Division 2 kilometers east 


are in dugouts twenty feet deep 
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of Montzeville. Sept. 27. The offices 


80th Div. headquarters wireless station in charge of Sgt. E. W 
Wickliffe. 


Brig. Gen. L. M. Brett of the 160th Brig, and officers of the 80th Div. 












29 ; 



Getting 75’s ready to move into position. 313th F. A. supporting 80th Div. Near Nixeville. 
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villr carryiiiK wouii.irti to hojpUal Sept |-» 


I32nd Infanlryman and hu'dorikey at La Claire, Sept.- 1^ 




Sept. 7-9 the 33d Div. took over 
the Mort Homme fector. TTiese 
arc dugouts of the I32d Inf at 
Gcrmonville. 
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An inspection by Maj. Gen. Geo. Bell, commanding 33rd D>v. 


Maj. Gen. Geo. H. Cameron, 5th Corps, and Maj. Gen. Geo. R*H . 
33rd Div., during liaison maneuver. 
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Members of the \32d Inf., 33cl Div., in a trench at Alexandre, Meuse, Sept. 17, 1918. From this position could be seen the Valley of the Meuse. The 
graves of 70,000 men killed in the terrific fighting around Verdun in 1916 lay hereabout. The men of the 132d Inf. were military descendants of the Montgomery 
guards and Col. James A. Mulligan's 23d 111. Vols. of Civil War days 
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courage as when they scourg^thc Germ^ out of the almost Beyond were great systems of wire and trenches and still further on was 

the Meuse-Argonne sector. On the unme^te frrmt were Fo^es lIS IS (right) Col. Abel Davis J32d Inf. | _ 

Forges wood, wirebound and teeming with machme guns. Inset: (lett) Col. J. B. banborn. lilst Int. OOQIC 
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Trains of the 129th Inf., 33d Div., winding through the ruins of Bethincourt, Sept. 29,1918. 
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A scene at the great Le Mans forwarding center where troops 
outfitted for the front. Soldiers of the 83rd Div. going into h 


were 


Troops of the 83rd Div., after having passed through the mill, are 
fully equipped. 
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Interior of a squad room at Le Mans 


Chow lines at Le Mans. 
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The Germans were unceremoniously evicted by the 77th Div. from four years’ comfortable occupanev 
of these dougouts in the Argonne Forest. ^ 


fc^en wounr! A buddies. They have just 
»een wounded and are being taken to a dres.dng 
Station. 
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Twenty-six thousand Germans cried “Kamerad** during the opera* 
tions of the 1st Army in the Meuse-Argonne sector. 


German wounded received scrupulous care. 


A great many Landsturm troops were on the 77th Div. front in the Argonne. Here are some- -captive. 
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^ U. Cd.) a»«rl»W. WhittleKy, coinm4iider<rf the '‘Loti Battdion,’ Mid M«j. C. F. McKiiuwy. commander. 3d Bo.. 307rii Ini. Hie 3d Ba. relieved the ' Lost Battalion.** Maj.‘Whittlewy received the 

CongreMMM^ Me^l of Honor for va^ou* c^uct. Hn utatton n m part: “Althou^ cut off for £ve day. from the remainder of hi. diviuon. Maj. Whittlcmv maintained the portion which he had rehched under order, for an 
adv^e and luld hi. c^mand. ongiiMl y conmtmg of 463 <^er> and mm. • • • together in the face of .uperior number, of the enemy dunng the Eve day.. Major Whittlemy and hi. command were thu. cut off and no ration, 
or other reached bm in ^iite of dctcimui^ efforU whKh were made by tlw diynion. On the fourth day Major Whitticaey received from the enemy a written proposition to Mvrender which he treated with contempt, ahhmigh 

he wa. at that time out of ration, and had auffered a lo.. of about fifty per cent of killed and wounded of hi. command and wa. lurrounded bv the enemy.** 
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A truckload of slightly 
wounded American soldiers, 
heroes of the hating in the Ar- 
gonne, watch with grim satisfac¬ 
tion a file of Germans pass. 


Dreaming of home. Men of 77th Div. in deserted house at Comay. 


Domesticity in the Argonne. 
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A yard at a time. Soldiers of the 308th Inf., 77th Div., advancing north of St. Juvin, Oct. 31, 1918. A plume of smoke from an exploding rifle grenade 
may be seen in the thickets ahead. (Inset) Col. Cromwell Stacey, 308th Inf. Col. Stacey received the Croix de Guerre for carrying a wounded soldier through 
shell Are to a dressing station. 
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.A typical scene outside of a dugout in the A^Eonne Forest. These 
are men of Hqrs. Co.. 312^ Inf., 78th Div., near Grandpre. 


Thawing out some of the Argonne chill. Members of 31 Ith Inf., 78th 
Div., near Grandpre, Oct. 29. 
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. ^rom the Argome Forest men of the Machine Gun Company, 312th Inf., 78th Div., have taken a position on the crest of a lull between 

Chevieres and Grandpre, Oct. 18, 1918. Inset; Maj. Gen. James H. McRae, 78th Div. in P. C. at Chatel Chehery, Oct. 26, 1918. 
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The backwash of battle. Attending to wounded in rear of first line 
during gas attack. Jaulny. Oct. 27. 


Runners of the 78th Div. between Chcvieres and Crandpre snatch [ 
time for “chow.” Oct. 18, 1918 

i 


A freshly won position on the road from Marcq to Cheviers. Men 
of 31 Ith M. G. Co., and Medical Corps detachment of 78th Div. 


Pvt. Frank Maia, Co. F, 312th Inf., on duty in Crandpre. Wficrt 
the picture was taken the Germans still held the opposite end of to%m. 
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Some of the men who took Grandpre. Co. E, 31 Ith Inf., 78th Div. 
The 78th fought desperately for two days before it definitely took Grand¬ 
pre. Oct. 16. 








Wounded men of 312th Inf., 78th Div., being carried to first aid 
station, Bois dc Negremont, near Grandpre, Oct. 21. 


View of Grandpre from the River Aire. 
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Men of 312th M. G. Co.. 78th Div., picking off German snipers near 
Grandpre, Oct. 18. 
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Prisoners captured in the Ar 


gonne fighting being conducted to 
division headquarters. There 


they were quizzed and searched 
before being sent in to the prison 


pens farther behind Xhe lines. 
I'he doughboys at the roadside 


preserve a judicial air as they 


scrutinize the men who recently 


were battling against them. It 


was remarked throughout the war 


that the American soldiers seldom 


showed any animosity toward 


captive enemies. 










The 11 Ith Inf., (formerly 8th and 16th Penn. Inf.). 28th Div., com¬ 
ing out of the line after being relieved. Food is being distributed by 
Red Cross and Salvation Army workers in the building in the rear. 
Neuville. Oct. 19, 1918. 


Always hungry. Two wounded soldiers enjoying refreshments near 
Chatel Chehery, Oct. 10, 1918. They will continue to the field hospital 
after lunch. 
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Maj. Cen. George B. [)uncan. S2d Div. Alvin G. York, “greatest individual fighter of the war.'* standing on the ground where he killed 20 Germans, captured 132 prisoners, 
including a major and three lieutenants, and put 35 machine guns out of business. York was a corporal in Co. G, 328th Inf.. 8M Div., when he fought his fpic battle with rifle and automatic pistol 
on Hill 223 near Chatel Chehery, Oct. B, 1918. He came home a sergeant wearing the D. S. C. and Croix de Guerre. Later he was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. As Second Elder 
of a Tennessee mountain church at thr hesinning of the war. York thought he was a conscientious objector but he changed his mind. 
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While German munitions dump bums at Marcq wounded of 325th 
Inf. are brought to first aid station. 


Soldiers of Id Bn.. 326th Inf., 82d Div., who have been gassed. 
Argonne Forest west of Marcq. 


The hills of Comay. 


The town of Marcq. 
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Camp of the 307th Ammunition train. 82d Div., near Chatel Chehery, Oct. 30, 1918. 
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Engineers of 1 st Div. at work on the bank of River Aire. Oct* 1, 19 [8. 


Sgt. G. P* Allison, 
in Cheppy* 


M* P.^ 1st Div, in German helmet directs traffic 





Battery E, 56th C. A. C., 1st Div., supporting Ut Div. near Charpen- 
try, Oct. 5, 1918. 




F. A. Manglm, K. C., gives cigarettes to gunners of Ist Div, at Cheppy 
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How the Arg^ne was won. Like their Indian fighting ancestors the Americans fought from behind trees and bushes, digging a "fox hole” for cover when¬ 
ever they paused This photograph was taken by a Signal Corps operator during the advance of the 18th Inf.. 1st Div.. up the slopes of I lill 240. near F..\er 
mont, Oct. 11 1918. These soldiers fought their way to the top in the face of heavy machine gun fire and drove the enemy from the position. The bullet torn 
helmet in the toreground tells the story of a “buddy ’ who lies “over vender.“ 


Digitized by ooge 


320 




Hill 240, scene of desperate fighting. 


Machine gunners. 1st Div., in action near Ejtcrmont. Oct. 4. 1918. 
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Artillery of 1st Div. entering Fleville. Oct. 12. 


Tank and supply wagon blown up north of Fleville. 
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This shattered church in the ruins of Neuvilly, not far from the Argonne forest, furnished temporary shelter for American wounded, while the struggle 
that rid the woods of Germans was being waged. 
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Bombins • *u|»Iy station at Tbionville. 3C kilometers north of Metz. Note the missies in flight. They 
are filled with T. N. T. one of whose ingredienU is toluol. Gas consumers in 13 Am^icaU dlies played 
an unconscious part in contributma to the successful termination of the war by using af^tificial gas of 
considerably less heating power as the result of removal of toluol for esplosive purposes. 


OBeial V. 8. Air Bervino 


Despite, hcavy bombardincnt with anti-air craft shells (nc^ black 
piilfs of smoke) American pilot drops inegg^^iary bembs on Gerxnw 
supply station, ^mbs contain oil emulsion, diennite and metallic 
sodium, a combination that bums with intense heat. ^ | 
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cannoneers served the 75 s so rapidly that a captured German officer is reported to have asked the privilege of seeins the AmeHran 75 m.« 

_ By Its recu^rator device the field gun of today is chiefly distinguished fi^ iu brother of the latter part of thfnineteenth ccntu^l WithLt a recuwrT 
tor the gun would leap out ^ aim at each shot and would have.to be pointed anew; but one with a recuperator needs to be pointed only at the beginnimr ^ 
the action. We are indebted to the French for the recuperator. ^ ** 


gun. 


Digitized by 



e 




German artillery shelling a battery of the 6th F. A. in the vicinity of Exermont. - 
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Filming a battle near EAermont. While shells burst in the foreground Capt. Nicholas McDonald. Sig. Corps, courageously cranked his machine and made 

nnTh* rr phot<^aphic sMtion pronounced the best shot ever made of actual conflict. 

IS on the crest nf the opposite hill. Its position became untenable and it was compelled to move to another position. ' 
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Street scene in Exermont. On the night of Sept. 30 the 1st Div. relieved the 35th Div. For the next eleven days there was almost continuous fighting 
as the 1st advanced seven kilometers down the Aire Valley in the face of desperate resistance. The casualties of the 1st Div. in this period were 8,500. 
Fleville, Exermont and its environs were taken. Fourteen*hundred prisoners, 13 field guns and quantities of stores were capered, ^h^ Uiill picture was 
taken Vermont was being shelled. Note the dead German lying on the roadway. Digitized by 
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A moment after the preceding picture was taken the warning screech <rf a high explosive shell was heard and the men who had been loitering in the street 
scrambled for cover. 
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“Happy** Dietz, they called him. On the Soldiers in a ruined church at Elxermont 

-rolls he Mras Sgt. Will A, Pietz, 27th Bn., Tank 
0>rps. 
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Monument on Hill 240, netur Exennont, to the heroic <lead of the Sgt. F. A. Hussey leading a patrol in the Ardennes Forest. Note the 

1st Divl, who perished during the drive down the valley of the Aire. « dead German in ths^|g|pound. 
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American newspapers were distributed by airplanes at the front and 
were so precious that men read them until they fell to pieces from handling.: 




Officers of 1st Div. in front of G 2 (Intelligence) headquarters at 
Verrier en Hesse Oct. 29; Left to right: Maj. Thomas R. Gowen- 
lock G 2, Lt. J. G. B. Center and Capt. D. E. Ackers. 
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German machine gunner on 
the Hindenburg Line who carried 
out his orders to die in his tracks 
rather than retreat or surrender. 
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We had at the start 821 airplaines, 604 manned by Americans. Chief of Air Service at St. Mihiel he commanded 1.200 allied planes 

Pbuto by U. 8. Air Sarvicc 



Our troops went forward over ground torn by artillery of both armies and pockmarked by mines and bombs? 

Photo by U. 8. Air 8«rvict.. 
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Air view of the town of Gesnes, captured by the 9!st Div. This division comprised men from Pacific coast states. In the Argonne battle it advanced 
from west of Avocourt, Sept. 26, to a line north of Gesnes which it held until relieved Oct. 6. One brigade remained in line until Get. 16. fighting alongside 
the 1st Div. Photo by U. S. Air 
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Lt. Col. Paul B. Clemens and Lt. William J. Niedprune of 32d Div 
quizzing German officer about enemy artillery positions. 


Maj. Gen. Haan, 32d Div., questions German officers near Mont- 
faucon, Oct. 9, 1918. 


Street .scene in Romagne sous Montfaucon. Near here the 32d 
Div. entered the Argonne battle, Sept. 30. 1918. 


Detachment of 107th Engrs. clearing away wire near Vauquois, 
Oct. 2. 1918. 
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The strength of the German defenses in the Meuse-Argonne sector may be judged from this heavily reinforced concrete dugout near Montfaucon, which 
was occupied by Maj. Gen. Haan (center of picture) as a divisional P. C. Oct. 2. 1918. The 32d Div. was the first to penetrate the Kriemhilde Stellung. the 
last organized position of the enemy between ^he Argonne and the Meuse. 
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M. Beck. Chief of Staff of the 32d Div. 


j. Gen. William G. Haa'n. commanding general 32d Div. A. ter 
Armistice Gen. Haan commanded the 7th Corps. 
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Troops of the 64th Inf. Brig.. 32d 
Div., advancing during Meuse- 
Argonne drive. Oct. 18, 1918. In 
this offensive the men from Wiscon¬ 
sin and Michigan vanquished 11 
German divisions, including the 
3d and 5th Prussian Guards and 
the 28th Div.. known * as the 
"Kaiser’s Own." 


A support line of the 64th Inf. Brigade. 


"Les Ternbles ’ in pursuit of the rapidly retreating enemy. 
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Kitchen of Battery E, 18th F. A. near Cierges, Oct. 18, 1918. 


P. C. of Battery E, 18th F. A. near Ciergcs, Oct. 18, 1918. 
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Part of the famous Kriemhilde Stejluiig first broken by the 32d Div 


Service Medal upor 

Major Generals C. H. Muir, Will,am G. Haan and John L. Hines. 
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Lt. E. R. Latham, dentist, in his office up front. Bethincourt, Lt. A. McLeod, M. C. examining gas patient at .Madeleine "Farm. 

Oct. 5, 1918. 
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commanding Pursued by a "nieger." While the Germans were being thrust back in the Meuse-Argonne sector, 

general 89th Div. i^encan aviatora made dis^t forays over enemy territory. One Yankee pilot was tooling his 

ship over the Rhine at Ludwigshafen and Mannheim when a German plane darted after him. His 
observer took time to record the incident with his camera. ( ^ 
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French mud and the “black wax" ot Texas all in one. That was the consistency of the oozy camping ground at Epinonville as the 3l4tji F. S. Bn., 
moved up with the 89th Div. to the line along the Sommerance-Romagne road. Holes that the wire men had dug to sleep in were filled with water by morn¬ 
ing Oct. 16. 1918. 
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Maj. Gen. Beaumont B. Buck who commanded the 3d Div., Aug. 31—Oct. 17, 1918. 2—^Members of Battery C, 10th F. A., 3d Div., hard at it in the 
Argonne. These gunners are loading a *73** which is shelling the Bois de Foret, four kilometers distant from the battery at Madeleine Farm, near Nantil- 
lois, Oct. 18. This position has just been heavily shelled by the Germans and the Americans are now retaliating. 
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Romagne, in the advance of the 3d Div. From Oct. 4 to Nov. I there was severe fighting in the territory arbund this town, participated in by the 3d. 
32d and 89th. The Kriemhilde Stellung ran close by. Twenty-five thousand Americans, who fell in the Argonne fighting, now lie buried in the U. S. Military 
Cemetery at Romagne. It is the largest American Cemetery in France. ‘ 
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Battery of 18th F. A. in position between Esnes and Montzeville, Enemy shell burst near Montfaucon in 3d Div. Sector. Oct. 3, 1918. 

Capt. J. V. Palmer commanding. 



A street corner in Elsnes, 3d Div. Hqrs. Sept. 30, 1918. 
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Hqrs. Co. 7th Inf.. 3d Div., marching through Ippecourt, Sept. 18, 
1918. 









































Col W. M. Morrow, 7th Inf. (center), decorated for extraordinary 
heroism at Claires Chenes, Oct. 20. ()n left is Brig. Gen. P. Brown; 
on right Brig. Gen. F. W. Sladen. 


Brig. Gen. Preston Brown who assumed command of the 3d Lhv. 
Oct. 17, 1918, and Col. de Chambmn of the French Military Mission 
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Maj. Gen. Hines, 4th Div. ‘*He went among his troops impres¬ 
sing them with his cool, unchanging personality, his bull-dog 
tenacity, and his implacably aggressive spirit.*' 
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Col. Christian A. Bach, Chief of Staff, 
counterpart of General Hines. 
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Germans shelling the Cuisy Mont- 
faucon road as motor car rushes 
through danger zone near Cuisy. 
Oct. 7, 1918. The photographer’s 
assistant was severely wounded by 
a fragment from the shell bursting 
in the center of the picture. 


“Battery Q.’ 77 mm. guns captured by 4th Div. With them the Maj. Gen. Hines at Romagne. after he assumed command of the 3d 

77th F. A. fired 20,000 rounds against the Germans. Corps. 
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A» the Boi» de Belle«u tj^boliies in the popuUr mind the valor of the Pifth and Sixth Marinea, to will the Boia de Foret alwa]fa denote the glorioua heroiarn of the men of the Fourth Diviaion. A line of outpoata 300 yarda north 
of ita northern edge marked the "fartheat north” in the diviakm’a advartcc — an invincible progreaa of 24 epic da 3 ra. The 39th Inf. attacked the Bow de Foret, Oct. 9. The march to the front wma a march of horror. The patha 
thro<^ the Boia de Fays were strewn with dead. In one spot lay nK>re thw sixty men and in another more than two hundred. Here imits had become so depleted that in one instance a corporal commanded a contpany. Gaa. artillery 
shelling, and machine gun bullets from three directions rain^ on the attacking force. Sometimes shells came from the rear. Col. Parsons and the entire regimental staff were gassed. Lt. CoL Troy H Middleton of the 47th Inf. 
was sent to comntand. For four terrible days the men of the 39th srith reinforcements from the 47th and 132nd Inf. stnigiiled for possession of the Bois de Foret. They lav under constant fire. They had nothing but cold food. It 
rained all the time and the men had no sleep except what they could soaUh momentarily. Souk coonanim lost all their oftecra. The nervea of the men were kcjred to the breakinf pitch, but to their eternal glory they followed through'* 
and won. Col. Middleton was promoted to a full colonelcy on the held of battle. Inset: Col. Troy H. MiddBeioo. 
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Between fighting periods some of the divisions in the Argonne battle were withdrawn temporarily for rest, but the “rest” time usually was spent in hard 
training. Here is a sample of what our generals called “rest.” This regiment of the 80th Div., the 318th Inf., had just come back from the fighting line. 
It is seen in this picture practicing an advance through a smoke screen. Two weeks later it was back on the front putting into practice the training lessons. 



Headquarters of SO^h Division at Bethincourt. 
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IK.unce5^’b?SiUrTexD?rtl^\?^^^ “ Browning heavy machine gun to speed the departing Germans. The Browning heavy machine gun was pro- 

supply in Seotember 1918 heraiK!** he fi. 'ts kind ever pr^uced. General Pershing refused to use the Browning gun until he had a plentiful 

supply m :5eptember. 1918. because he feared the Germans might capture one and reproduce the type before America was fully equippe ’ 
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Aincrevillc. captured by the Third Corps, 5th and 90th Divs.. on the night of Nov. I. the opening 
day of the third phase of the Meusc-Argonne battle. The infantry went over 
artillery preparation. 


Bantheville. Severe fighting took place on 
all sides of this place prior to the general advance 
of Nov. I that marked the beginning of the third 
and last phase of the war. psoto by u. h. Air B«vio« 
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Soldiers of 6th Inf., 5th Div., enjoying their first real rest in 11 days. Nantillois, Oct. 22. Observer of 5th Div. in No Man’s 

Land near Brieulles. 


Maj. Gen. John McMahon, G>l. C. A. Trott C. S., and members of 
5th Div. staff, Bois de Tuilerie, Oct. 15. 


P. C. 6th Inf., 10th Brig. Foret dc Hesse, Brig. Gen. Paul B. Malone, 
Col. H. J. Hunt, Lt. Col. Wm. Norton and Maj. EL W. Sowerbutts, 
Foret de Hesse, Oct. 10. 
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Cunel and the Bois dcs Rappes in the background. Cunel was entered by patrols of the 60th Inf. on Oct. 12 and won by that gallant regiment on ^t .14, 
The Bois des Rappes was captured in a surprise attack of the I Ith Inf. under Maj. John H. Muncaster on Oct. 21 after six days of constant fighting had 
failed to conquer it. In the operations around Cunel and the Bois des Rappes the 5th Div. sustained 4.449 casualties. 
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Camp of the 6th Inf. 5th Div. near Nantillois. Oct. 22. 


Members of Co. C. 6th Inf., who survived the action at the Bois dies 

R^p^. 


Digitized by 


Google 



















355 



The Chief of the Red Diamonds. Maj. Gen. Hanson E. Ely, Commanding General 5th Div. in P. C. in Bois de Tuilerie Oct. 25, 1918. On Oct. 13 he 
was promoted to the rank of Major G^ral and to the command of the 5th Div. Oct. 17. Under Gen. Ely the 5th Div. captured Bois des Rappes, forced the 
crossing of the Meuse and advanced eighteen kilometers eastward before Nov. II. 
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Soldiers of 6th Inf. near Nantillois get letters from home Oct. 22. 


Corned Willie in a quarry. Men of 61st Inf. eating breakfast near 
Cunel. 


Men of 61st Inf. near Montfaucon returning from the front Oct. 22 
1918. 


Machine Gunners firing at German plane flying over Cunel. 
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Maj. Gen. Sam Houston had no more valiant followers in Texas eighty-two years before, than Maj. Gen. Henry Allen of the Alamo Division had in 
France. The men of the 90th sturdily maintained the fighting traditions of the Great Southwest. Here are two of them, Glen Haskm and Alfred Wolf, 
operating a machine gun in the Bois des Rappes in support of the 358th Inf. The 90th Div. relieved the 5th Div. Oct. 22. This photograph was made Oct. 25. 
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Co. M. 359th Inf. passing through Dombasle on way to front Oct. 22. 


Taking bread and hot food to men of 90th Div. in front line Oct. 25* 
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The type of German defensive positions along the Kriemhilde and 
Hindenburg Lines that the American Army had to overcome in their 
advance. This is a concrete strongpoint defended with machine guns. 

Pbotu by U. !i. Air Service 


Another machine gun nest where stubborn defense was made. Some 
of the enemy gunners lie amidst the debris where they fell. 
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Early morning at a crossroads in the Argonne. A military policeman directing traffic near Chattancourt. This supply train belongs to the 33d Div. 
The fog was just lifting when this photograph was made by a Signal Corps operator. 
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With shells dropping at the rate of 90 a minute. Company £. 108th Engrs.. CapUin 
William M. Bready commanding, built this foot bridge over the Meuse at Brabant on 
ie morning of Oct. 8. Over it crossed Maj. Dodd’s and Maj. Gale’s batulions of the 
132d Inf. accompanied by auxiliary units. 


The trough of the Meuse above Consenvoye. In the advance of the I32d Inf. to 
Consenvoye the enemy’s fire became terrific. Anti-tank rifles were used with frightful 
effect. Maj. Dodd finally led the first battalion into Consenvoye, clearing the town 
and killing many of the enemy. 
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involved crossing the river. T 
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The Germans left this trench near G>nsonvoye so hurriedly that 33d Div. men, hot on their trail, found beer, cigars and bread in the dugouts. An 
informal **Kommers’' was held by the Yanks during a pause in the fighting. Lt. Karl Rheinfrank in foreground with loaf of bread injiis lap. The information 
is that the beverage graded considerably more than 2.73. 
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View of Grandpre and the Valley of the Aire as seen by German machine gunners dug in at the point. The hill from which this picture was made is one 
kilometer north of the city. It was here that the Germans in this sector made their most desperate resistance. The entire strong point bristled with machine 
guns which poured a murderous fire into the attacking American forces as they advanced down the trough of the Aire. The Ameri^ns captured the position 
after unsuccessful attempts. 
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A shell bursting among men of G)mpany El, 312 Inf., 78th Div., while they were repairing a road near Brieulles-sur-Bar that was mined and blown up by 
the Germans. The soldiers may be seen running to cover immediately after the explosion. Photographed Nov. 4, 1918. Inset: Lt. Col. Edward S. Hayes, 
operations officer 78th Div., who lost his arm in an explosion like this. It was while following his invariable custom of making daily reconnaissances in the 
front line that this gallant officer was hi^ 
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M. and Mme. Baloux, prisoners at Brieulles>sur>Bar (our years 
irhank their doughboy deliverers. Philip Tangor and Allen Royd, 


Prisoners (pur years. Chaplain Jackson. 78th Div., (its a pair o( 
old issue shoes on a French child at Brieulles>sur>Bar. 
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Jazzing while the heavies boom. Thirteen thousand feet above Landres-et-St. Georges. 
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The last photograph made by Lt. Ralph Elstcp, a Signal Corps photographer. It shows a patrol of th^ 42d Div. advancing toward enemy trenches near 

Sedan. Nov. 7. 1918. 


Co. A. 3d Bn.. 166th Inf., 42d Div., at Champigneulles on the way 
to the front. Nov. 3, 1918. 


166th Inf. formerly 4th (Miio Inf. on way to front. Champigneulles, 
Nov. 3. 1918. 
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Detachment of 166th Inf. (formerly 4th Ohio) resting in front of Cheveuges, near Sedan, Nov. 9, 1918. Cheveuges was captured by the Americans Nov. 
7. (Inset) &)lonel Henry J. Reilly, who commanded the 83d brigade, comprising the 165th and 166th Inf., in front of S^an. From the hill in the background 
the King of Prussia watched the battle of Sedan forty eight years before. 
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Graves it Cheveuges of the last Americans to be killed in front of Sedan. 


“On Fames eternal camping pound 
Their silent tents are spread 
And Glory guards with stdmn round 
The bivouac of the dead." 
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Img 83(1 Inf. Brig., .sent • note to G>l. Le Conte Dcaae. conmuidinc the 40th Fr. Inf. Brig., osking thet the Ancricom be alkered to Iwoe the hoMr ofjportadpoting in the capture 
l6Mh Inf.. Capt. Runell D. Baker, of Delaware, O.. ccounamKng. was choeen by Col. Bonn W. Hoo^ to accompany the French. Capt. Robt. R. Gowdy of Tarlno. Mo., and 


On Nov. 7 Cot Harry J. Reilly, commandini _ , , _ 

of Sedan. Col. Denie gracKNuly acceded. Co. D. 16^ Inf.. Capt. Runell D. Baker, of Delaware, O.. ccounanding. was chosen by Col. Benson W. Hos^_, 

Lt. Allison R. Rei^y. of Hillsboro. Mo., intelligence olEcers. were also selected to go along. The three oficers went forward during the nomine of Nov. 8 to Chateau and Feme St. nerre where Lt. 
Fr. Inf. was awaiting them. The American a^ French o^ers httingly celebrated the occasion. Early on the morning of Nov. 9 orders came fram 42d Div. Ht^s. directing the Americano to retire as ti 
to withdraw to Stonne. Front row (L. to R.); Capt. Boularron. 2d Limt. Col. Ludovic Abel de ViUe. Capt. Fahret, an of the 40th French Division. The Amencano arc: Capt. Russell Baker. Co. D. 
4th Regt. Ohio Inf.V 42d Div.: 1st Lt. Alison Repov. commanding Ist Bn.. 166th Regt. Inf.; Capt. R. Gowdy. Intelligence Officer. 166th Regt. Inf. Frenoh. near Sedan. Ardennes France, 


St. Pierre where U. Col. L. A. deViUe of the 251st 
the divisioa had been ordered 
166th Regt. Inf. (formerly 
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Men of the 77th Div. "police up” at the town pump of Raucourt 
Nov. 10. 1918. 


Brig. Gen. Michael J. Lenihan in front of a German P. C. at Raucourt 
Nbv. 10. 1918. 
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Help for stricken jefugccs. Men of 306th Amb. Co.^ 77th Div., 
establish first aid station at'St. Pierremont. Nov. 7. 1918. 


Battery F, 306th F. A., 77th Div„. passing through Buzancy/Nov. 
3, 1918. Buzancy had been an important German railhead, i^d 
the outskirts of the. town in a chateau was the headquarters of Gen. v( 
Marwitz who commanded the Germans opposite our Army. T 
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Life, Liberty and Happiness. 


So long as the Administration is determined to keep the 
war going there is only one way for you to get out of this 
miserable fix and that is for you to stop fighting. You can 
do this honourably. As a free born American citizen you 
have the right to 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

The American constitution guarantees to you these rights. 
Exercise them! 

Get out and dash to safety I If you don’t, you stand a very 
slim chance of ever seeing Broadway or the old home again. 

The Wall Street millionaires may like this war, because 
they are becoming billionaires. But you will have to pay for 
it all, my boy, 

pay for it with your blood and taxes 

and the tears of your loved ones at home. 

If you were fighting on your own soil against a foreign 
foe it would be another matter, but what are you doing in 
Europe? France is not your country, neither is Belgium nor 
Alsace Lorraine. Arc you satisfied that you are in the full 
enjoyment of your “inalienable rights to life, liberty and the 
pursuit ot happiness** as promised to you by the 

American bill of rights. 

The years will be lean and weary and the work will be 
hard and long for you and the longer the war lasts the longer 
will be the debt which you will have to pay to the money 
magnates of Wall Street for the munitions you are shooting 
away. 

Don’t give up your life till.you have to and don’t give 
any more labor for the benefit of the money trust! Quit it! 

- ^ - 


m 


German propaganda, one of Ludendorf’s own specialties, caused the det>acle of Gidoma’s army in Italy in 1917. It is said to have contributed to the defeat of Gout’s 5th Army on 
the British front in 1918, but all that it got from our soldiers was raucous laughter. The picture on the left shows a German *‘hot air" balloon that was wafted over our lines and fell at Soinn|e> 
dieue Oct. 28. In the photograph L. to R. are Lt. Kenneth .G. Lewis, Maj. Milton McLeim and Sgt. N. B. Waugh. On the right is a reproduction of one of the leaflets the balloon carried. 
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Official figures. 


The captureA made by the Allied annies 
on the weal front between SepienilMfr 1 
and September 30 amounIcMa to ; 

2,844 Onirt-rs 
120,192 Men 
1,500 (illllt 

More than 10,000 Machine ^ins. 


The captures made by the Allied 
armies on all fronts from July IS 
to Seplcmlier 30 amounted to : 

5,5 I 8 Omren 
248,494 Me.. 

3,669 Guns 

More than 23,000 Machine guns 



The German Retreat from July 15*" to October 10*" 1918. 

Questions for the German soldier. 

1. Will you ever again be as strong as you were in July 1918? 

2. V ill your opponents grow stronger or grow weaker ? 

3 - Did your terrible losses in 1918 bring the victory promised bv 
your leaders? 

4. Have you the slightest hope of victory in the future? 

.V Are you going to throw your lives away in a hopeless struggle? 


®«r ©oflcn, n»o fi* bit S)tirtf4)tii 
4 3obrf lana btbaapttf batttn, rourbt in 27 ©tmtbtn 
non btu ^iiKrifaucni tinfltnommtn. 



~ " (Vroiit dm 12. ^epfemher friih. 

••••••a $ront am 13. September fcAh* 

390 Ouabrotfllomtttr roiirbtn crebtrf. 
5>it 3«W btr ©tfanflcntn bttrdot 15.000. 




American counter propaganda came within the purview of Brig. Gen. Dennis E Nolan CKii-r n#r. JrHOACru . , . 

fac.«mile on the right the fact that the St. Mihiel Salient held by the Germ«X ^ 
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Vaux, entered by patrols of the 
318th Inf., 80th Div. on the morn¬ 
ing of Nov. 4. By 10 A. M. the 
supix>rt lines had passed through. 


A 210 mm. gun captured by the 80th Div. in the Argonne drive. These 
men took the artillery piece from the Germans. Where they obtained 
the umbrella is a mystery. 













































Soldiers of the 18th Inf. on road near Bois dc Bclicrs, Nov. 9, 1918. 


Maj. Gen. C. P. Summerall, commanding 5th Corps, like Caesar 
haranguing his legionaries, exhorts the men of the 18th Inf. at 
Verrier-en-Hesse. Oct. 29. 1918. I 
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Officers of the 1st Div. in 
front of headquarters at Ver- 
rier-en-Hesse: First row, L. 
to R.: Col. F. B. Willy. Col. 
J. 0. Mabee. Brig. Gen. 
Frank Parker, Col. J. N. 
Greely. Lt. Col. W. 0. Bos¬ 
well, Maj. H. E. Norseley, 
Maj. r. E. Peabody. Ba^ 
row, L. to R.: Lt. J. D. 
Fel 2 Lherston. Lt. J. E. Keen, 
Lt. F. A. Arbuckle, Capt. H. 
A. Barrone. Capt. J. E. 
Garnsey, Lt. E. F. Merrill, 
Lt. J. A. E^gar, Capt. D. E. 
Ackers, Capt. W. E. Hasel- 
ton. Capt. J. D, Hull. Ver- 
rier-en-Hessc Ferme, Meuse, 
France. Oct. 20, 1918. 
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First Div. Hqrs. at Nouart, Nov. 5. The operations of the 1st Div. M. G. detachment, 2d Bn., 1st Div., near Barricourt. Nov. 4. 

in the Argonne from Oct. I to Nov. 11 cost 9,387 officers and men. 



Fir«t Div. Engrs. working on road near Barricourt. Difficulties ot transport near Barricourt. 
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Tn the dark and misty woods near Thelonne he was mis- 

.who was leading a platoon 

Col. Roosevelt, C. 0. •26th 


Inf.. 1st Div., and Mrs. Roosevelt. 
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T he Second Division on the left of the 89th accomplished one 
of the most remarkable feats of the war. On the night of 
November 3d, after the Marine Brigade had broken through 
the enemy's positions, the 9th and 23d Inf. regiments composing 
the Third Brigade, commanded by Col. James C. Rhea, were 
formed in column on the road leading north to Beaumont. The 
9th Infantry led the column with the usual advance guard and 
flank patrols. Beyond this protection there was nothing to prevent 
the entire brigade from being cut off. It marched all night long 
straight through the enemy lines for a distance of about eight 
kilometers, through the Bois de Belval, the Bois du Four and the 
Bois du Fort Gerache. The enemy was taken completely by 
surprise. A few machine guns opened up on the column but they 
were spon silenced by details sent out for this purpose. Other 
machine gunners were found asleep at their guns and captured. 
Many details of enemy troops passing up and down the road were 
captured and sent to the rear while at La Tuilerie Farm the advance 
guards found the place occupied by German officers sitting around 
tables with lights burning. They were thrown into dismay by 
the appearance of American troops who they thought were many 
many kilometers to the south. The German artillery in the mean¬ 
time on both sides of the road continued firing to the rear but the 
advancing infantry paid no attention to it. 

This rapid advance of the 9th and 23d Inf. succeeded so well 
that the troops on both flanks which had been held up were able 
to move forward. The line was completely broken through and 
the enemy soon was everywhere in rapid retreat.—Capt. Arthur 
E. Hartzell. 

The daring feat described by Capt. Hartzell recalls the extraor¬ 
dinary heroism of Col. Rhea near Etienne when he was Chief 
of Staff of the 2d Div. To quote his citation for the D. S. C.: 
**0n Oct. 9, 1918, Col. Rhea, with Lieut. Le Pelletier de Woillemont, 
French Army, voluntarily undertook an important reconnaissance 
under hazardous circumstances during the Massif Blapc Mont 
operations at a time when accurate information concerning our 
advanced positions was greatly needed and could not be obtained 
from other sources. In an automobile, whose conspicuous appear¬ 
ance drew the concentrated fire of enemy artillery and machine 
guns, they proceeded one mile across open ground to the town of 
ot. Etienne, where our troops were in contact with the enemy. 
Under fire these two officers reconnoitcred the front lines, locatmg 
the position of the enemy as well as that of the French units on the 
flank, and returned across the open with complete, reliable, and 
timely information of the highest military value in subsequent 
operations." 


The picture shows Col. James C. Rhea (center) Vrho commanded the Third Brigade on its night march to Beaumont in the last 
Argonne operations. Col. Rhea is seen receiving the Croix de Guerre with Palm at Tours, Feb. 20, 1919. ^ 
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Under heavy shellfire, reserves of the 89th Div. sought the lee of the stone buildings along the principal street of Bayonville, Nov. 2. 1918, 
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Pouilly, taken by Co. 1, 355th 1 nf. (N. W. Missouri) at 4 a. m. Nov. 11. 


Men of 89th Div. hauling ammunition through Remonville, Nov. 2. 
This was the fir?t town caotured bv 89th Div, 


Beaufort, captured by 89th Div., Nov. 3-4. 


Nouart on western edge of 89th Div. sector. 
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Two minutes more to fight. Detachment of 89th Div. troops behind a barricade near the church in Stenay, 10:58 A. M. Nov, 11, 1918. 
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The sentinel of the sky. Sitting comfortably aloft the observer in the kite balloon basket had the whole panorama of his particular station before him 
His powerful glasses could note accurately everything transpiring in a radius of 10 miles or more. He was constantly in touch with his batteries by telephone 
and not only could give by co-ordinated maps the exact location of the target and the effect of the bursting shell but could and often did supply most valuable 
information of enemy troop movements, airplane attacks and the like 
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Flooded area m the vicinity of Mouzay. On Nov. 9 the 179th brigade 
^h Div., cro^ ^e Meuse at Sassey and by all night marching occupied 
Mouzay on the nght bank of the river. The foUowing dayihe en^mv 
threw into the line against the 90th his last reserve division. ^ 


never v'ieSS never failed to accomplish a mission and 

Gen Hl^f.^Men. enemy^ts commander^ was Ma, 
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!t was eapeciallv fitting that Maj. Gen. C. H. Martin should command the 90th Div. in the Army of 
Occupation, as ne had trained its spkndid reserve officers at Leon Springs. Gen. Martin brought that 
remarkable organuation. the 86th Div.. to France, was with the 1st Army in combat, and later cof^aiKW 
the 92d and 90th Divisions. The photograph shows Gen. Martin being decorated with the D. 5. M. by 
Bria. Gen. H. F. Hodge* July 16, 1919. at Seattle 


r>ation, 

^markable ori 
he 92d and 9^09 b. 
iria. Gen. H. H .H . 




Private Absalom Gunther. 43d Co.. 5th Marines, wounded Nov. 10. Private Gunther s^ercd a gunshot 
«round in the right chest with resulting empyema. Photographed at Red Cross Hospital No. 2. Paris. 

Jan 11. 1913. 
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“The feat of arms, however, which marks especially the (Fifth) Division’s ability as a fighting unit was the crossing of the Meuse River and the establishment of a bridgehead on the eastern 
bank. This operation was one of the most brilliant military feats in the history of the American Army in France.’’ John J. Pershing, General. C. in C., A. E. F. I. Brig. Gen. Paul B. Malone, 
commanding lOth Brig, at crossing of Meuse. Nov. 3-5. 2. Pontoon across canal east of Brieulles. built under torrent of fire, over which 10th Brig, passed. 3. Col. Robert H. Peck, I Ith Inf., 
10th Brig. 


Pontoon over Meuse which had to be crossed against most stubborn 
resistance. 


Officers of 6th Inf. staff (10th Brig.) 1st row L. to R.: Lt. W. F. 
Engan, Lt. C. P. Shaw, Col. H. J. Hunt, C. 0., Lt. Col. Courtney 
H. Hodges, Capt. P. C. Garrison. 2d rowyfe?to R.: Maj.^. J. L. 


Young. Lt. J. L. Brook. 
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Prisoners captured near Dun-sur-Meuse 


Soldiers resting on the bank of the River Andon near Clery-le-pctit 
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In Ae afternoon the 9th Brig, was unable to force a crwsing of the Meuse, but during Ae night of Nov. 4-5 on moving a kilometer furAer up Ae river. Company D of the 7th Engrs. succeeded 
in bridging nver and canal for the ^ng of the 3d batuliom Ae 60A and 61st Inf. Site of foot-bridge over river southeast of Clery-le-Petit. 2. Brig. Gen. J. C. Castner, 9th Brig. 
He IS a man s man. a soldier and a leader. He trained the 38A Inf.. "The Rock of the Marne." 



Clery-le-Petit captured by Companies A and H, 60th Inf., Nov. 2. 


9th Brig. Staff at Clery-le-Grand, Nov. 5. L. to R.: Lt. Ira Peacock, 
2d Lt. E. C. Carrier, Brig. Gen. J. C. Castner, Capt. R. K. Chalmont, 
Capt. R. L Coe. I St Lt. R. E. Stalfocd,2d Lt. W. M.^ond. 
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Panorama of Dun-sur-Meuse. “The Third Corps, turning eastward, crossed the Meuse (Nov. 3) in a brilKant operatiM by the 5th Div., driving the 
enemy from the heights of Dun-sur-Meuse and forcing a gener^ vnthdrawal from the positkms he had so long held on the hills north of Verdun.” Cien. John 
J. Pershing. . bM. b, u. v w 
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The 32d Drv. was relieved in front line, Oct. 20. and continued in pursuit of Germans in reserve of 3d Army Corps. On Nov. 6 6rst elemenu of the division entered front line at Oun-sur- 
Meuse bridge-head. Photograph shows Maj. Gen. Haan and staff at Sorbey. 2. Gen. Pershing congratulates Col. R. M. Beck, Jr., C. 3., 32d Div., after decorating him withD. S. M. '‘for 
extraordinary efficiency in directing the staff work of the division.” 


Maj.'Gen. Haim and Brig. Gen. E. B. Winana ccmgratulate officers 
and non-commissioned officers of 127th Inf., Breheviile, Nov. 12. 


‘‘Les Tcrribles’* of 64th Brig, discuss armistice immediately after 
11 o'clock A. M. Nov. 11. Exurey. 
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jui— did 
to withdravwsiL 
Americans 


Sedan, the goal. The actual fact i» that nobody captured Sedan in this war. It was evacuated by the Germans under American and French artillery hre and. after the Armistice went 
into effect. French troops peacefully entered it. At least six American divisions and on: French divison were actively in the race. Four of the American divisions--the 2d. 77th. 80th and 
6th—did not come within view of the city. The other two- the 1st and the 42nd—foughc their way to the hills overlooking the city on Nov. 7 and were to ukcUt the following d^y if orders 
to withdraw had not come from Marshal Foch. Sedan, where Napoleon III surrendered in 1870 with 100,000 men. was too rich in memories for the Jpenai to encoufage,^capture by 
«ni Americans Junius B. Wood. DlQltiZGCl by 




I 




The 17th French Corps, conmutiided by Gen. Claudel, which wm part of the French 2d Amy holding the hilb north of Verdun and east of the Mouse was left in place when the 1st AuMrican Amy took over the Meuse> 
29ai. was assigned to it. While the 33d American division crossed the Meuse at Brabant and Consenvoye Oct. 8. the 29th undertook I 
lnf..2Wi“ 


Div., took the-fomidable height of Maftirouck Ffill and pinhed on through the woods of Conse n voye in the face of strom HMchine gun fire. After terrific fighting the 
“ ■ ... ^ .... Gen. RR Bandhok*, 58th Brig., 29th Div. The 29lh 


___ One American division, the 

-p-r E^ye' Ridce into the Woevre plain. The Il6th Inf..- .--..- _ . ^ 

29th Div.. assisted by one regi m ent of the 26tb (American) Div.. captured Etraye Ridge. Oct. 23. The photomph shows Mai. Gen. Charles G. Morton. 29th Div.. and Brig, 
was called 'The Blue and the Gray.” Many of the guardsmen were grandmns of veterans from New Jersey. Ddaware and Virginia. 
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Even in the rain the Red Cross w$Hnen ministered to the wounded 
Misses Bryce and Wheeler at Souilly. 


The M. P. lays down the rule of the road. Between Neuilly and 
Clermont. 
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Bate. A, 324th F. A. supporting 29th Div, at Cote de Roche near 
Samogneux, Oct. 10. 


For nearly two months previous to going into the Meuse sector, the 
29th was in Alsace. General Pershing and Maj. Gen. Morton at 
Montreaux, Aug. 20. 




























^ the 26th Div. operating east of the Meuse, began its heroic struggle for the Bois de Belleu and on Oct. 27, assisted by the right of the 

zyth, cleared the wood after some of the most desperate fighting in its history. Dugouts of the 26th Div. on hill near Haumont, Oct. 27. 


Members of the lOlst Inf. in trench near Haumont, Oct. 27. 


Brig. Gen. Frank E. Bamford gave over command of the 1st Div 
Oct. 24 to Brig. Gen. Frank Parker and the same day assumed com> 
mand of the 26th Div. Photograph shows Gen. Bamford^and Col. 
Duncan K. Major, C. of S.. near Bras, Meuse, Oct. 25^ 
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After three d*ys of repeated charges against irmummbie machine gun positions, the 79th Div. captured the Borne de Comouiller, or hill 378. the highest of the hills taken in battle. The 
aMutt begM at Mowv^ where men killed in this desperate up-4ull struggle were buried. Chaplains R. V. Lancaster, F. Q Reynolds and J. A. Moore arc conducting burial services. 
Nov. 13. 2. Col. W. H. Oury, C 0.. 314th Inf. ^ 


L to R.: Capt. Willis Steward, Maj. E. S. Pleasonton, Col. Luke Lea, Brig. Gen. 
W. I. Nicholson. 157th Brig., Col. J. W. Kilbreth. 55th Art. Brig., Mouilly. 


Runners of 315th Inf. who under shell fire, delivered messages to front line to stop 
firing at 11 a. m. L. to R.: Pvt. W. Wachter. Pvt. R. D. Thompson. Pvt. J. J. Mul- 
cahy. Pvt. John McClaughtry. Etraye, Nov. II. 
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‘t)ntlienanii«gf Nov. VboJi flHik^adiitdftOtv. (fbi. Cca. C 1. 
of Lc» Claires Cheocs and Noire Hale. Renewinf the attack on ^ inomi^ ^ N^. 10. I 
lioe ol rcsastanoe by 11 a. m. the nest 
at ene my plane near HaudBomont. Nofs. 


c. Renewing the attack on the mominf ct Not. 10. the left regiment 
t dar. In tneae three days* fighting, the 81st Dhr. had suffered 1.032 * 
DT. 10. 3. Quarry near Haudiomont used for shelter by 81st Dir.. 1 


The dbrisaon left took Moranrille. a heae^ fortified tUIi^ arhile the right occigned the ' 
captured Gumancourt in ooniimction with the lOth French Colonial Dirinen on its left and was weO into the enemy's mam 
rasualties.** I. Machine gunners of 318th Bn. awaiting orders to go into action near Haudiomont, Nor. 10. 2. Rring 
Nov. 10. 4 Soldiersof 324th Inf . 81st DiT..iust after the firing ceased near ManheuUes^Nov. II 
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OPERATIONS OF THE SECOND ARMY 

By JOHN V. CLINNIN, Colonel 130th Infantry, and Captain ARTHUR E. HARTZELL 


The SecQiid American Army fraifoniied October 15.1918. 
for the purpoee of boUuig the Ime established after the 
tcnnmation of the St. hlihiel offensive, extcndinc from 

Fresnes-en-Woevre at 



Lt. Gsn. R. L. Bollamo 


the northern hince of 
the saKent to Port-aur- 
SeiUe. a short distance 
cast of the Momlle 
River. At first this 
army vras made up 
from divisions which 
were %rom out and in 
most instances deci¬ 
mated in the fightinf 
on die Meuse-Argonne 
front, h was sup¬ 
posed to be a quiet 
front and affording op¬ 
portunity for refdace- 
ment of personnel and 
re-equipment. 


Lieutenant General R.L Bullard, one of the most efficient 
•oldieri in the American Army, was placed in mmmand 


Long before the enemy gave any sign that he was on the 
point of demanding -an armistice. Mandial Fock had made 
plans for striking a tel^ blow in Lorraine in the general 
direction of Metz. This blow was to be struck as soon as 
the First American Army had succeeded in capturing the 
mreat Longuyois-Mezicres railroad, thereby cutting the whole 
Oamm Army into two parts. The blow was to fall with 
telling force on both mam of the great for tress of Metz, 
p i ncking off this stronghold arithout a direct attack. The 
Americans arcre to att^ in the direction of Gxiflans. and 
the Tenth French Annv under General Mangin was to 
strike in the direction of Chateau-Salins. The object was 
to isolate Metz and blank the enemy forces west of the 
upper Rhine. Preparations arere well under way by Nov- 
canM 7th. arhen the German Arm i st i or Com missi on crossed 
the AHied lines. But. inasmuch as Marshal Foch still feared 
treachery on the part of the enemy, orders arere issued 
in the form of an official telegram dated November 7th. to 
afl forces: **1t can happen that the enemy may spread the 
rumor that an armistice is signed in order to deceive us. 
There is none. Let no one cease hosrilities of any sort arith- 
out mformatioo from the Marshal Commaiider-inX^hicf.'' 


Thirty-third Division (Illinois National (hiaid). Twenty- 
eiglith (Permsjrlvania National Guard). Seventh (Regulars) 
and hhnety-seoond (Colored). In reserve were the Fourth 
(Regulars) and the Thirty-fifth (Missouri and Kansas 
National (hiard) while one brigade of the Eighty-eighth 
Division (Minnesota and North Dakota Natio^ Aimy) 
had just arrived at the front. Both the Thirty-third 
Twe^-cighth had seen much hard fighting, on the British 
front, at Chateau Thierry and in the Meuso-Argonne 
offensive, whOe a regiment of the Ninty-seoond had been 
engaged for a short time in the Argonne forest. 

On the 7th of November two companies of the One- 
Hundred Thntieffi Infantry of the Thirty-third Division 
made a aid on (Tuiteau d'AuIno^ northeast of 

Fresnes, destroying an enemy strong point and capturing 
one o ff i c e r and twenty-two men. 

The main attack was set for November lOth. one day 
ahead of schedule. 

One regiment of the Ninety-second Division, on the right 
hank of the Moselle, went over the topnt 7 A. M.. attemptiiig 
to drive in the r e-entr a nt salient in the line east of the river. 
The troops pushed forward a little more than a mile before 
meeting %rith serious opposi ti o n . The small woods of 
Frehaut, Voivrotte and Cheminot were occupied. The 
German resistance, however, soon stiffened artd before night- 
faii the negroes were suffering heavily under a bombardment 
of high ezplosives and ma^ne gun fire. The operation 
netted six prisoners and a slight advance. The casualties 
numbered 285. Another regiment of this division, west of 
the Moselle, was unable to advance because of the failure 
of the attack of the Seventh Division. 

On the front of the Seventh Division, a Regular Army 
unit vrhich was under fire for the first time. t%ro companies 
of the Fifty-oizth Infant^ took by assault the fortmdahlc 
Preny Rid^ a key pasi ti o n . Ow^ to a raknig machine- 
gun fire and the enemy's heavy %rire. our troops were un¬ 
able to mop up the position and ultimately were driven 
down the slopes again, suffering heavy losses. On the 
division's left better progress wmnuule. Here the Americans 

as far forward as Mem Plaisir farm, about one mile from 
Qiarey. These positions they held at eleven o'clock. 
November I Ith. The Seventh Division had 256caaualties, 
the majority being suffered on P^y Ridge. 


vras launched, but it made nor p npt u . Ni n e t ee n prisoners 
were taken. 

The center of the division met vrith better success. 
Advancing akmg the southeastern shore of Lake La Qiaus- 
see, it captured the village of Haumoot and pushed forward 
nearly a mile. Ob the other side of the lal^ the cKtreme 
left ^ the Twenty-eighth moved forward in conjunction 
frith the Tlurty-third Division. It soon became evident 
that the enemy's line was weakest on the front of the Twenty- 
eighth Divisian. and during the night of November 10^ 
stroi M reinforcements were concentrated north of Haumoot 
to fodow up the early success. 

Word of the of the armistice was not received 

until after 9 a. m. so umt the advancing troops were well 
launched on the new attack by eleven o'clock. The %rord 
to cease firing reached the outposts wel inside the Bois dc 
BonseiL Runners sent out from regimental headquarters 
frith the glad tidings had ipeat difi^ty in some cases in 
finding the mitpntfs -owing to the general confusion of 
battle, and there is no doubt that cawialties did occur in 
the last few minutes. The divirion's total casualties for the 
two days’ fighting numbering 245. 

By far the he a vi est casiwltifs were suffered by the 
Thiity-thirdI Division, on the left of the Twcnty-ci|k^ 
Troops of this outfit which was oprratinf with the Second 
Colo^ Corpi (French) made a etrang raid to clear two 
small woods known as Les Hautes Epines and Wavrille. 
in the Plain of the Woevre. 

With these woods in our hands the way was deai for 
the larger and more important opcratioii. This began on 
the morning of November 10. when the One-Hundred 
Thirty-first Infantry penetrated the Harville wood east of 
St. kfilairc. Later it was for c ed back to the southwestern 
edge. On the extreme left the One-Hundred Thirtieth 
In^try carried all the German trenches from Sauix-en- 
Woevre northeast to Marcheviile. including the Utter village, 
capturing 6 officers. 102 men and destroying an entire 
German battalion in the village. Stung by this reverse 
the Germans r et aliated frith a strong counter attack, at 
two o'clock in the afternoon. Bitter fighting ensued and 
the Americans were forced back to the far edge of the village. 
There they made a determined stand, breaking up ^ 
counter attack, and. notwithstanding heavy los s e s , held 
their ground and the stronghold of MareheviUe. 


The plans for attaik, already made, were to be carried 
out in Ml. regardless of the armistice rumors, which were 
Hying in all directions. Foch supplemented this order with 
a dispatch two da 3 rs Uter on November 9th to General 
Pershm urging him to start the Second Army attack im- 
mediatdy inst^ of waiting for November 14th. Hie 
reason for this was very plain. The enemy was falling back 
in great disorder along the front of the First American Army 
as w^ as farffier west. His withdrawal on the front of the 
Second American Army could not be long derived. Sudden 
pressure by the Americans on this front would hasten this 
retreat and throw him into peater confusion, possibly re¬ 
sulting in a rout. 

On November 9tri the front of the Second American 
Army covered 50 kilometers held by four divisions with 
only 43j000 men. The full strength would have numbered 
112,000 men. These divisaons from left to right were the 


The battle plan laid out for the Twenty-eighth Division 
was a direct assault on the formidable Hindenburg positions 
in the region of Dommartin. .The Germans at this point 
were strawy entrenched, with their line liberallv protected 
by barbed wire and tank traps. Besr in mind that after 
t^ St. Mihiel battle the enemy took up his line in a scries 
of defenses of unusual natural strength extending across the 
base of the salient. These positions had been long pre¬ 
pared and therefore our men had a difficult task ah^ of 
them. 

The troops of the Twenty-eighth went forward to the 
attack at 5.30 a. m. on the morning of November 10th. 
The village of Dommartm vras too stro^y held and resitted 
all attack hut we succeeded in occupying the small wood of 
the same name southwest of the village as well as the 
strongly fortified point of Marimbois farm, in the after¬ 
noon after a strong artillery preparation a second attack 


On the front of both regiments, reinforoed during the 
night by the One-Hundred Twenty-ninth and One-Hundred 
Thirty-second Infantry, fighting was renewed at 5:30 a. m. 
on armistice morning and our troops had succeeded in 
occupying Butgneville. Sl Hilaire and the Chateau d' 
Aulnois when the halt order was received. One-hundred 
and fifty-seven prisoners had been taken, most of them in 
the Marcheviile fighting. Casualties suffered by the divi¬ 
sion numbered 614. more than twice those of any other unit. 

The fighti^ on the front of both the Twenty-eighth and 
the Thirty-third Divisions was developing rapidly into t 
major operation and in spite of the stiff resistance en¬ 
countered, much more serious than had been expected, our 
troops pierced the Hindenburg line on both rides of La 
Chaussee Lake. None of our divisions was fuHy en^ged. 
while the reserve divisions and one brigade of [the &ghty- 
eighth just detrained. haSijiotj entered tBetfi^tj " 



The Woevre plain with Herbeuville in the middleground. 2. Col. John V. Clinnin, 130th Inf., commander of the txoopa capturing 
Chateau d'Aulnois and Marcheville. 3. St. Hilaire, captured on nij^of Nov. 10-IT. 4. Cote les Eparges. 
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Brig. Gen. E. L. King and staff of 65th Brig. 33cl Div., at Mouilly, Brig. Gen. Paul A. Wolf and staff, 66th Brig. 33d Div. at Deuxnouds. 

Nov. 4. Nov. 6. 



Col. John V. Clinnin, 130th Inf., inspecting transport of 2d Bn. near 
Mouilly. Oct. 30. Col. Clinnin's transport was pronounced by Gen. 
Pershing to be the best in the A. E. F. 


Privates J. Heldenmongcr, J. R. Meehan, S. j. Peters and Jfunes 
Merwick, 108th Sanitary Train, engaged in literary pursuits, i. c., 
shirt readinc. Lcs Eparges, Oct. 30. 
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I. Germans who were opposite 28th Div. in the last days of the war. From a negative salvaged by photo unit 28th Div. 2. Privates N. Gorman 
and L. Shoemaker, 11 Ith Inf., as viUagecut ups. Thiaucourt. Oct. 25. ' 3. Viewof 28thDiv. Hqrs. inHeudicourt. Oct. 31. 4. Germantank takenby Il2th 
Inf. Bouillonville, Oct. 29. 

























































Chateau Val des Ecoliers. Gen. Pershing’s residence near Chauinont. 
.American G. Id. Q 


Drawing room at V'al des Ecoliers. 
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Brig. Gen. C. H. Barth and staff. 7th Div. 
Seated L. to R.: First Lieut. Lewis 
Simons, aide: 1st Lieut. John H. R. 
TiiHanus. aide; Lieut. G)l. Wm. W. 


Taylor, Jr., Chief of Staff: Brig. Gen^ 
Chas. H. Barth, commanding; Lieut. Col. 
John Alden Degcn. adjutant; Lieut. Col. 
Allie W. Williams, chief surgeon: Lieut. 
Col. Walter Reed, inspector. Back 
(L to R.): Lieut. Col. Girard L. Me 


Entec, Maj. Rhinelander Waldo. Maj. 
Arthur W. Lane, Maj. E. W. Fales, Maj. 
John A. Hadley. Maj. Wm. J. Calvert, 
quartermaster; Maj. Winthrop Withing- 
ton. ordnance officer; Capt. Jefferson H. 
Fulton. September 15, 1918. 


Maj. D. S. EUdna, U. T. V. R. Miller, U H. W. Dutcher, Lt. N. T, 
Jones and Lt. j. N. Weatherley of the 7th Div. Near Vicville- 
en-Hayc. 


nofw the men ot the 64th Inf., 7th Div., 
Armistice. Min de Jaulny, Nov. 11. 


received the news of the 
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Led bjr Gdood Heywerd who. thou^ wounded, insisted on retsiniog commend of hh regiment during action, led by Lieut. Col. Pickering, an ofecer ^ Campbell. 368th Inf.. 92d (colored) Dir., the iirat 

ol remarkable coolnm and courage, by Major Cobb (killed), by Maj. SpeiKer (severely wounded), by Major Little, an escdlent Imder. the x9th Regt "?"> <» division to receive the D. S. C. Near Binarvdle. Sept. 27. Lieut, 

of American Infantry (Colored) which in the September attacks of 1918 was for the first time under fire, captured strong and vigorously defended enemy CampWl saw a run^ fall wounded in the middle of a field sw^ by heavy 

intrcnchments. stormed the village of Sechault and took prisoners, sis canium and large numbers of machine guns.** From citation in General Orders machine gun fire. “At miminent peril to his own life, and in fuH view of the 

by the French High Coasmand. L. to R.: Col. Wm. Hayward. Maj. Arthur W. Little, Lt. Col. Pickering. enemy, he crossed the field and carried the wounded soldier to shelter.** 
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(1 Maj. Gen. William 

I ' Weigel. 88th Div 


Pvt. Craitc, Saddler Ecklebcrg and Pvt. Itley, Hqrs. Tr.. 
88th Div. on French "Caterpillars. Valdoie. Nov. 5 


Dispatch riders, Hdqrs. Tr., 88th Div., Lagney. 


Brig Gen. W. D 
Beach. 176th Brig 



S. Gen. Weifel and tUtf of 88th Div. at Lagney Nov. 15. 6. Outpoat oppoaite Ammertaviilen manned by aoldirra of 35lat Inf.. 88th Div.. Nov. lat. The 88th Div. was rowyoacd of National Army men from North and 
South Dakota. Mintfieaota, Nebraaka. Iowa and lUinoia. It waa trained at Camp Dodge. The Division arrived in France Sept. 9. On Sept. 14. it was placed imderconamand of the French 4tk Army. On Sept. 23kl it relieved the 38tk 
(Fr.) Div. in Haute Alsace. The division held this sector until Nov. 2nd when it mov^ to the Lagney area as part of the 2d Army Reserve., where it was located at the time of the Armbtice 
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1. Brig. Gen. Wendell C. Neville •nd »Ulf of 4th (Marine) Brig.. 2d Div. 2. Private John J. Kelly. 78th G>.. 6th Regt., U. S. M. C., being decorated with Medal of Honor by Gen. Perahing. Nearby are Maj. Gent. 
Dickman. Muir and Haan. At Blanc Mont. Ridge Oct. 3. Kelly ran throu^ our own barrage and attacked a machine gun ncft killing the gunner and another member of the crew. He returned through the bai^a^ with 8 pritonert. On 
the night of Oct. 1-2 the 2d C>iv.. irKluding the Shh and 23d Inf., and the 3th and 6th Marines entered the line Northwest of Somme-Py and attacked on the morning of Oct. 3. During the next four days, against intense resistance it 
advaiKcd steadily and took Medcah Farm and Blanc Mont Ridge, suffering a loss of 5.400 men and capturing 2,300 prisoners. 


Dickman. Muir and Haan. At Blanc Mont. Ridge Oct. 3. Kelly ran through our own barrage and attacked a machine gun nest killing 
the niaht of Oct. 1-2 the 2d Div.. irKluding the and 23d Inf., and the 5th and 6th Marines entered the line Northwest of Somme- 




3. Maj. C^n. W. R. Smith and staff of the 36th Div. which was composed of National Guard troc^M from Texas and Oklahoma. 4. Soldiers of the 36th Div. in Bar-sur-Aube trainiM area. On the night of Oct. 6-7 the 3^h 

Div. arrived to relieve the 2d Div. The 71st Brig, attacked Oct. 8 be^era St. Etienne and Mcdeah Farm. C^uakiea were 66 oiBcen and 1.227 men. Gnnmand of the sector passed to the 3m Div. Oct. 10. An attack of the I42d 
Inf. North of St. Etienne failed that afternoon but the I4lst advanced iu lines 300 yards. In the eventi^ the 72d Brig, passed through the 71st and attacked in the direction of Mechault and Cauroy. It resulted in a slight advance. 
The following morning the enemy began hu retreat in the direction of Drieourt and Attigny. The 72d Brig, took up the pursuit and lively rear guard actions followed between St. Etienne and Mechault which rmultcd in the envelopment of 
^ latter tosm and estabBshroent of lines north of it. 
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REPISLWUE FRAWCAISE 


mtTTIINlTC 


rig. Ccn. Pepam Whitworth and staff of the 7lit Brig. 4. Men of Co. C. 11 Ith F. S. 36di Div. act mail from 
the 73d Fr. Div. to the East of the 72d Brig. The division s lines at this time ran along the slope of HUl 167 about ^ 
stormed and taken, the entire garrison being either killed or captured. The relief of the 36th began Oct. 26th and 


over the front of ' 
Forest Farm was 






















_ . _leaving Verdun sector Nov. 22, 1918. 3. Fifty-£rst Inf. leaving Verdun area. 6. Brig. Gen. £. A. Millar, 6ch F. A. BngM 6th Div. From the last af 

Augi^ until Oct. I Ith the 6th Div. occupied the Geranhner sector. On Oct. 27th Um 6th was sent North to take part in the Meuse-Argonne otfemive. Headquarters were established at Stonne Nov. 2. At this time the divisioQ was 
s unit of the First Gurps and in reserve. In the turning rooveroent Eastward to the Meuse elements of the 6th Div. maintained liaison between the First Corps left and the French etfcctivelv preventing a dangrroni gap b e tw een the two 
Armies. Later, there being no further need for the services of the division, the 6th was moved to the sector Northeast of Verdun. Before it could enter the line here the Armistice was signen. The I Ith F. A.. 6th Div.. went into action 
«»ith the 89th Div. during the Meuse-Argonne offensive. 
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Mrs. W. K. Vanderbilt and her co-workers at Red Cross headquarters 
Mrs. Vanderbilt is seated at desk behind typewriter. 


Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, jr. (without hat), entertaining members of 
women’s division. Y. M. C. A., at her residence in Paris 


A K. of C. tea part> 


Mrs. Walter Hines Page, wife of the (then) American ambassador 
to England distributing flowers to wounded Yanks at Dartford. Englanc 
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10:59 A. M. Nov. 11, 1918. “Calamity Jane” firing her last shot in the war. This gun was manned by a section of the ! Ith F. A. Its position was in 
the Bois de la Heie on the Laneuville-sur-Meuse-Beauclair road. 
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II.-01 A. M. Nov. II. 1918, 
ant shouts. 


After this gun section of Batteity D, 105th F. A., had hred its last shot at Etraye the men raised Old Glory amid triumph- 
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Carter H. Harrison of the Red Oosa, farmer nu^ror of Chicago, 
writes a lettier for Private Wittiam Howards 


Home coming after the Germah retreat from Dun>sur-Meiise. 
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Prnnt r«w Thc Commancicr in Chief, the Chief <rf Staff, the Aasistant Chiefs of Staff and the Adjutant General 

Front row. left to right: Brig. Gen R B. Fiske, G 5 (Training Section): Maj. Gen. J. W. McAndrew. C. of S.; Gen. John J. Periling C in cTfirk S' 

^ 9- Moseley, G 4 (GMwdination of Supply Service). Rear row, left to right: Brig. On. A D Andrews 

G I (Administrative Section): Brig. Gen. Leroy Eltinge. Deputy Chief of Staff; Brig. Gen. D. E. Nolan. G 2 (Information Section); Brig. Gen. R; C.DSvU A^ 

lai izet Dv ^ X ’ ' 
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The entente at Salmagne. 


Blindfold boxing at Aix-lcs-Bains. 


The Signal Corps telephone operators at General Headquarters. 
Chaumont. 


Lieut. E. F. Clark. Hdqrs. troop. 33th Div., receiving a French ic«oa. 
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Jewish soldiers attending religious seryices at Chaumont, American G. H. Q.. The French ofiicer, wearing a beard, at the left of the picture is Capt. A. 
Levy, Mayor of Chaumont. His wife ats next to him. The American ofiicer, wearing a garrison cap. next to Mme. Levy, is Rabbi Jacob K^n of New York 
City. Bo^ American and French soldiers attended this service of their common religion. 
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Brig. Gen. Oliver L. Spaulding. Jr., who, before the Armistice, ccmimanded the I61tt 
Artillery Brig., 86th Div. SDme time after the conclusion of hostilities Geat. SpauM- 
iiig became Chief Historical Officer of the A. E. F. 


Lt. Oil. C. W. Week*. General Sutf. After service with the 8Sth Div. Canm Cuater. aa Chief of Sla|f, 
CoL Weeks became Chief of the Historical Branch. War Plans Division. Ccfteral Staff, at th« Army War 
Colkfe. Cot Weeks was a member of the first class to be graduated from the General Staff College which 
was organised in the fall of 1919. As a lieutenant of infantry. Col. Weeks was Superintendent of Public 
Instruction in the Philippine Islands at the age of 22. 
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ON OTHER FRONTS 

British—Italian—^Russian 


Throughout the Summer and Fall of 1918 public interest in the United 
States was centered on the three principal campai^ of our fighting for^ 
abr^. During the time, however, that American arms were gaining 
glory around Chateau Thierry, St. Mihiel and in the Argonne, other divi¬ 
sions and units were fighting as gallantly on other fronts. Even after the 
Armistice had br<Mi^t peace to the western front some elements of our 
army were still* engaged in active hostilities in Northern Russia and in 
Sibma. 

On the British front American troops especially distinguished them¬ 
selves. As early as July 4. 1918, the 33d Div., represented by elemenU 
of the I3lst and I32d Inf. regimenU, had taken part with the Australians 
in the aUack on Hamel. In the great British offensive which began 
Aug. 8 the 33d Div. broke the German line at Chipilly Ridge and Gres- 
sairc Wood, and then moved on to its later successes in the Argonne. 

The Second American Army Corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. Geo. 
W. Read, and comprising the 27th and 30th Divs. never fought on any 
other front than the British. To these two divisions, one from the North, 
the other from the South, fell the honor of smashing the Hindenburg 
Line at Lc Cateau, where the St. Quentin canal passes under a hill through 
a tunnel. The 27th Div. was made up of New York National Guard 
units and was commanded by a National Guard officer, Maj. Gen. John 
F. O’Ryan. This division entered the line with Briti^ uniU opposite 
Mt. Kemmel, later moving to the Dickebush sector in Belgium. On 
Aug. 31 the 27th was in the front line in the attack on Vierstaadt Ridge. 
In conjunction with the 30th American Division and the Australians the 
New Yorkers smashed through the famous Hindenburg Line between 
Sept. 29 and Oct. I. After a short rest it took up the pursuit of the 
retreating Germans, advancing about 25 kilometers. 

The 30th Div., composed of National Guard troops from Tennessee, 
Nor^ and &uth Carolina, had its baptism of fire near the famous town 
of Ypres, the scene of the Germans* first gas attack in 1915. Here it held 
the canal sector from Ypres to Voormezeele and from Aug. 3 to Sept. I 
took part in the fighting before Mt. Kemmel. Next came the atUck on 
the Hindenburg Line with the Australians and 27th Div. Marshal Haig 
in his final report laid special emphasis on the gallant conduct of the 30th. 
Its fighting qualities may be gauged by the fact that this division won 


12 Congressional Medals of Honor. Maj. Gen. Edward M. Lewis 
commanding the 30th Div. 

After the general advance of the Allies from Switzerland to the sea 
had got into full swing. Marshal Foch called upon Gen. Pershing for two 
American divisions to assist the Sixth French Army in Belgium. This 
occurred in the middle of October when the Americans were fighting the 
greatest battle in American history, in the Meuse-Argonne sector, but 
Gen. Pershing complied without demur. 

The 37th and 91st Divs. were sent to the Belgian front in compliance 
with the request of the Allied generalissimo. The 91st was accompanied 
by the artillery of the 28th Div. Both divisions entered the fighting line 
dct. 30 and thereafter Aared in the Flanders offensive until the Armistice. 

An early request for American troops had been made by Italy but the 
critical situation on the French and British fronts made it impossible for 
the Commandcr-in-Chief to comply. Aft^ repeated requests it finally 
was decided to have American arms represented with the Italians for the 
moral effect. One regiment, the 332d Inf. of the 83d Div., and Ohio 
outfit, was despatched to the Italian front in July, 1918. 

By direction of the Secretary of War an American expedition was sent 
to the North Russian coast in the vicinity of Archangel in August, 1918. 
This was in compliance vdth the decision of the Supreme War Council 
which had decid^ that Allied forces ought to be sent to the aid of the 
Russians struggling against the Bolshe^^. The American forces, de¬ 
tached from the 85th Div., comprised the 339th Inf., 1st Bn., 310th Engs., 
337th Field Hosp. Co., and the 337th Ambulance Co., all under British 
command. This small force held a front of 450 miles under trying Arctic 
conditions until May, 1919, when it was sent home via Brest, France. In 
its engagements against ^Isheviki the American forces lost 82 killed. 
Brig. Gen. Wilds P. Richardson was in command. 

At the same time troops were sent to North Russia a small force, com¬ 
prising the 27th and 31st Inf. regiments, with auxiliary troops, were sent 
into Siberia by way of Vladivostok to co-operate with the Japanese and 
other Allied forces. The use of American troops in various parts of the 
former Russian empire was distinctly distasteful to the American public. 
There was constant public criticism until both expeditions were %rith- 
drawn. 
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‘*Thein guys is butchers/’ an Australian sergeant declared after four companies of the 33d American division had attacked with the ’’Aussies” before 
Hamel, July 4, 1918. It was hand to hand fighting with the bayonet. King George personally pinned on the breast of the Yankee officers and men the British 
decorations they won. The King and General Pershing are seen in this picture on their way to the decoration ceremonies at Moliien^au-Bois, Aug. 6, 1918. 
Maj. Gen. George Bell, commanding the 33rd Div. is the officer with white mustache and imperial walking behind the King and Genf Pershii^. ^ ^ 
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Village of Mericourt. cap¬ 
tured by the 33d Div. while 
fighting with the British. This 
town wa^ a German stronghold 
in the Albert sector and was used 
by the enemy as a headquarters. 
The white streaks on the distant 
hill tops are the German trenches. 


Second Lieut. Harry Yagle. I32d Inf., 33d Div., receiving British 
Mititajry Grots from King George for rushing a machine gun and capturing 
eight prisoners at Hamel, July 4, 1918. 


Marshal Haig, Commander-in-Chief of the British Army in France 
congratulating M^j. Gen. Bell, 3^^jjacdcan Div., on account of gallant 
conduct of his meA.at Hamel. 
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IVIaj[. L»en. James M. Me i\ac, 
and stah, of the 78th Div., while 
training on the British front. 
Gen. Pershing ordered this divi¬ 
sion to the American front in 
time for the battle of St. Mihiel. 


Maj. Gen. Jamea H. Me Rac, 78th Div., receiving the King of Eng¬ 
land at the American generals headquarters, Rollecourt, Aug. 8, 1918. 


Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, commanding the British forces 
France, on a visit to Gen. Pershing at the latter*s chateau. 
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id Staff. 27th Div.. at headquarters. OUDEIZEELE, Aui?. 18, 1918. The 27th Div. comprised elements of the former 


IVlaj. uen. John r . U Kyan an' 
New York National Guard. 


Planning an attack. Maj. Gen. John F. O'Ryan (right), and his chief 
of staff, C^ol. S. H. Ford, 27th Div., Oct. 18. (Dii the following morning 
the 27th attacked with the British, advancing 500 yards. 


All the American Commanders who fought solely on the British front 
are in this group. Right to left: Maj. Gens. George W. Read. 2d (j^s. 
John F. O’Ryan, 27th Div., El. M. Lewis, 30th Div.: Lieut. Gen. Sir Henry 
Davidson, British Army* at left. 


Digitized by 


Google 




















428 



After the victory was won. March of I02cl Field Signal Bn. to review 
Corbie, Nov. 19, 1918. 


A British battery hurrying to the front in the British-American ad 
vance in the Cambrai-St. Quentin sector. 


One of the 60 pound guns, firing a shell 15,000 yards, in action cn the 
British-American front near Vaux-Andigny. 


Taking a shot at Fritz from the front line near St. Souplet, Oct. 19. 
Men of Co. A, 105th M. G. Bn., 27th Div. 
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Battle practice before the 
Germans were pushed back from 
Amiens. The 27th and 30th 
American Divisions trained and 
fought entirely with the British. 
These American soldiers are re¬ 
hearsing an attack back of the 
lines. A British tank is mowing 
down barbed wire to make a 
pathway for the Yanks. 
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Thirtieth Div. marching from Calais, where it landed in France, June 
24, 1918, to its training area at Elperlecques. 


Lewis machine gun post of 119th Inf., 30th Div.. in the Ypres sector. 
Aug. 9. 
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British op>erating with 27th and 30th U. S. Divisions, sending up 
American prof>aganda for the Germans. Templeaux-la-Fosse, Oct. 10. 


Chateau at Bellicourt once used as headquarters by Hindenburg 
Captured by 30th Div. vrhcn it smashed the Hindenburg Line at Bclli- 
court. Sept. 29. 


Shell battered Peronne after the Gennans had been driven out by the 
British-American advance late in September on the Cambrai>St. Quentin 
front. 


Hindenburg Line where St. Quentin canal enters tunnel under ridge 
near Bellicourt. Captured by 30th Div., Sept. 29. 
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A view of St. Quentin canal. At the left is an entrance to one of the tunnels dug into the hill by the Germans and in which they concealed thousands of 
troops. After the 27th and 30th American Divisions had broken the Hindenburg Line at this point the enemy reserves poured out in their rear. This ruse failed. 
The American communique of Sept. 30, 1918, said: **Our attack on main Hindenbuj^ system * * * * was made with tanks on frcm^of 3,000 yards^and was 
completely successful, penetrating enemy's line to a depth of 5,000 yards.” 
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Maj. Gen. ^ward M. Lewis, commanding general of the 30th Div. 
during the period of its victorious advances through the Hindenburg 
Line on the Cambrai-St. Quentin front in September and October. 1918. 


Ruins of St. Quentin cathedral. In the British-American advance in 
this sector Canadian troops outflanked St. Quentin and forced the Ger¬ 
mans out. The 27th and 30th American Divisions fought north of the 
town, helping in the victory. ( I 
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The ruins of St. Quentin cathedral after withstanding four years of shell fire. This picture was taken shortly after the British-American advance. Sept. 
19 had driven the Germans out. llie British took St. Quentin but were helped by the 27th and 30th U. S. Divisions, fighting just north of the town. **Some 
day/' wrote the official correspondent with the Australian forces, “when the full story of the battle can be told the American people will thrill with pride in these 
magnificeht troops upon whom a tremendous task fell." L) igitiZG y 







After this town. Brayc-sur-Somme. had been freed of Germans in the 
September-October advance of the British-American forces, it was found 
that the church marked with a Red Cross had been used by the enemy as 
a barrack. Its sanctuary was stripped of art treasures. 


One of the British tanks that led the American advance, rolling 
through Bellicourt. This town was taken by the 30th Div. The horse¬ 
man is an Australian. 


Yank Signal Corps photographers get a lift from a British tank on 
their way to the battle front. 


American and Australian victors on the Cambrai-St. Quentin front 
w'atch a group of 1,000 prisoners marched back to prison pens. 
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Nov. 10. 1918. This city hall was built in 1531. 


wagons and mess outfits of 91st Div. in front of Hotel de Ville (City Hall) Audenarde, Belgium, 
Audenarde was captured by the westerners of the 91st Div. in the Lys-Scheldt campaign, Oct. 31-Nov. 11. 

____ Rif I I I- I • •1-1 ✓ 1 1 . -TV -w . . 


...... TT»o L^uiiv 111 i«Mviv.iia.iTTfio uy uic wcatciiicra ui liic tisl Lyiv. in cne L.ySO 

After fighting ten days in the Argonne, the 91st was sent to Belgium at Marshal Foch’s request to aid the 6th French Army, 
marched in the triumphal entry of the King and Queen into Brussels. DigitiZGCl by 
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Amateur theatricals hlled much of the 
soldier's play time. Steel helmets done over 
in spring styles by 27th Div. "actresses." 


The 27th Div., from New York, had many pro¬ 
fessional actors in its ranks who knew the art of "make¬ 
up." Oudezeele, Aug. 8. 


Pvt. Gimelius Vanderbilt (wearing cani- 
pflugn hat), son of Brig. Gen. G>rmlius Vander¬ 
bilt, 27th Div. This heir to a^great Ameri¬ 
can fortune was a despatch, rider! r> 
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Samuel Gompers, president of the American Federation of Labor 
visits the front while on a government mission to ItSly, Taken in the 
American trenches on the Piave. 


An American on outpost duty on the Piave front in Italy taking a 
look at the Austrian lines not far away. Member of the 332d Inf., 83d Div. 
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Italian soldiers instructing Yanks how to cross rivers in pontoons. 
The Piave front was filled with small streams and overflowed areas. 
Third Bn.. 332d Inf., 83d Div., Porto di Fiera, Italy, Oct. 6, 1918. 


Soldiers of the 332d Inf., 83d Div., in their trenches with the Italians 
on the Piave. Later they helped rout the Austrian army on this front. 
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These soldiers of the 332d Inf., were not robbing beehives. They 
wore mosquito net masks and gloves to protect themselves from insects 
while fighting in the marshes on the Italian front. 


Hand mnades for the-. Austrians. Men of the 33^d Inf. training 
behind theTHave front for the battle where they later aided the Italians 
in victory. 
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Fighting the Bolshevik! on the Vologda railway front in North Russia. These Michigan and Wisconsin men of G>. I, 339th Inf., 83th Div., are part of 
the American expedition into the Arctic regions that held 430 miles against the **Reds'* from August, 1918, until May, 1919. From left to right th^ are: G)rp. 
S^ley Pijut, Pvts. Arnold Buzburger, Eddie Egher, and George Jc^nson. j 
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Two platoons of Co. A. 33vth 
Inf., 85th Div., at their barracks 
in the village of Visorka on the 
Volga River. The building in 
the czar’s day has been the home 
of an imperial forester. Many of 
the men in the 33^th Inf. were of 
Slavic origin, chosen because they 
could speak Russian. 














A sample of weather in Northern Russia where elements of the 85th Convoy of 339th Inf. hitting the trail between Archangel and Bere- 

Div. fought the Bolsheviki, and styles of clothing worn to combat the zinski, Jan. 18, 1918. The distance was 44 versts and there was only <me 

cold. Men of 2d Bn., ^9th Inf. rest house on the way. 
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Brig. Gen. Wilds P. Richardson, who was sent to Northern Russia to 
take command of the American forces after the Armistice. Gen. Rich¬ 
ardson commanded a brigade in the 28th Div. in France. 


Men of Co. I. 339th Inf., 85th Div., who received the Croix de Guerre 
for bravery in action in North Russia. Left to right: 2d Lieut. Dwight 
Fistler. Corps. Smelinski, Sieloff, and Groebel; Pvts. Rank, Lightee and 
Sodor. 


AHEPNKArk 


Col. George B. Stewart and staff of 339th Inf., 85th Div., at Head 
quarters, Archangel, Russia, Oct. 25, 1918. 


Unloacfing supplies at warehouse in Archangel, Russia, where all 
Allied stores were held. Detail of 2d Bn., 339th Inf., 85th Div., Oct. 27 
1918. 
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Buildings that housed American soldiers in the Archangel sector had 
to be warm. Shoveling sawdust between double walls of barracks under 
erection. 


Miss Marcia Dunham. Y. W. C. A., the only American woman then 
at the Russian front. A post on the 450-mile American front. Nov. 16. 
1918. 



Yanks feeding Bolsheviki prisoners at Archangel, Oct. 21. 1918. 
Prisoners used old tin cans and wooden spoons which they carried in their 
boots. 


Russian girl serving tea and sandwiches to Yank soldiers in Y. W. C. 
A. hostess house at Archangel. 
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Headquarters building. Co. M., 31st Inf.. Suchan, Siberia. The 31st and 27th Infs, were oraered to Siberia. Aug. 7, 1918. to aid the other Allies in check- 
ing the Bolsheviki. Maj. Gen. William-S. Craves commanded the Siberian expedition, which landed in Vladivostok from Manila. Au^ 15. The American 
forces were under the supreme command of the Japanese General, Kizuzo Otani. 
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Maj. Gen. William S. Graves, 
and staff. Gen Graves U seated 
number 4 from the left, first row. 
He may be distinguished by the 
two silver stars on the cuff of 
his overcoat. This picture of 
the commander of the Siberian 
expedition was taken at Vladivos¬ 
tok. Nov. 23. 1918. 


U. S. transport Crooks unloading quartermaster supplies at the A. 
E. F. dock in Vladivostok. 


Yanks of the Siberian forces having mess on the road near Vladivostok. 
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Thirty-first Inf. on a practice inarch near Vladivostok, Dec. 3, 1918. This regiment, commanded by Gil. Elmore F. Taggart, is a regular army outfit sent 
from Manila when it was decided to lend American .aid in checking the wave of Bolshevism threatening Siberia. 
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Allie(i peace parade in Vladivostok, Nov, 15, 1918, to celebrate the 
Armistice'of Nov. H. The leading troops are Americans of the 31st Inf. 


Twenty-four hours after this picture taken these Bolshevist 
leaders were executed by the Czechs at Ekaterinburg. The girl was an 
official “Red** stenographer. 

























THE S.O.S. 


Suppl 3 ring the United States Army in France with all those things an 
army needs was a commercial enterprise that utilized the services of 668,- 
312 soldiers at the period of greatest expansion—Nov. II, 1918. 

The Services of Supply of the El. F., known to the Amv as the 
S. O. S. , was charged with procuring, storing and transportiM^^^ever 
the 2,000,000 Americans soldiers in Europe demanded to eM^nd war, 
and fight with. In order that the details might be lifted from the shoulders 
of the Conrunander-in-Chief and the General Staff at G. H. Q., the Services 
of Supply were grouped under one head, the Commanding General of 
the Services of Supply, with headquarters at Tours. 

This officer handled all projects in connection with roads, docks, 
railroads and buildings; the transportation of men, animals, and supplies 
by sea, rail and inland waterways, the operation of telephone and tele¬ 
graph systems, control and transportation of replacements, the hospitaliza¬ 
tion necessary for 2,000,000 men and all those entertainment and welfare 
activities that became so important in the life of the American fighting 
man abroad. Last, and most important in the eyes of the soldiers, the 
S. 0. S. controlled the final embarkation of the troops for home. 

For administrative purposes the S. 0. S. was sub-divided into eleven 
territorial sections, each with a territorial commander. In order that all 
the services concerned with the supply of combat troops should work 
without friction, this work vras co-<Nxlinated through the Fourth Section 
of the General Staff at General Pershing’s headquarters at Chaumont. 

It will aid the reader to visualize the volume of work performed by 
the S. 0. S. if he is informed that each combat division, consisting of 
approximately 28,000 men, required 25 French railway carloads of sup¬ 
plies for its daily consumption. These cars had to be delivered wherever 
the division was located. This demand was met by providing railroad 
regulating stations at strategic positions behind the lines occupied by 
American troops. From these station^/upplies were forwarded to the 
fightir^ fronts. From the regulating stations supplies were forwarded 
by trains to railheads still closer to the front, and to these railheads the 
combat divisions sent their motor and horse drawn transport for daily 
supplies. 

Because of lack of suflicient ocean tonnage there always was a short¬ 
age of supplies coming from America. To meet the Army’s demands pur¬ 
chases were made in Elurope whenever possible. In ord^r to prevent 
waste through competitive buying against the Allies, Gen. Pershing' 


created a General Purchasing Board, headed by Brig. Gen. Charles G. 
Dawes. A total of ten million tons was bought by thia boarcL most of 
it in France. ^ 

The difference between the tonnage of supplies asked for and the 
amounts received is illustrated by Gen. Pershing in his final report to the 
Secretary of War, wherein he gives a table of figures showing that in the 
months of July, August, September and October, 1918, he cabled for 
3,072,991 tons and received 2,112,015, leaving a shortage of 960,976 tons 
to be overcome by purchase in Elurope. 

Construction in the S. 0. S. was undertaken on a program to provide 
ultimately for an army of 4,000,000 men. This phase of S. 0. S. activities 
was carried out by Engineer troops, whose undertakings included docks, 
railroads, warehouses, hospitals, barracks and stables. Of 160 new ships* 
berths provided for in the plans approximately one-half were completed 
when the Armistice halted activities. 

New railway trackage to the extent of 1,002 miles was constructed. 
Twenty million square feet of storage houses were erected for supply 
depots. Marrs, a hospital city of 700 buildings, covering a space of 33 
acres, is typical of the manner in which the S. 0. S. was call^ upon to 
provide hospital facilities for numbers that fortunately never reached the 
figures estimated. Had the war continued, however, hospital building 
would, of necessity, have been extended. Marrs alone had a capacity of 
4,000 beds. Isolated instances give an idea of the immense pro^am that 
was carried out by the S. 0. S. until **cease firing** souncled along the 
front Nov. II, 1918. The city of Gievres was a great supply center. The 
refrigerating plant there had a capacity of 6,500 tons of meat a day and 
500 tons of ice. At Is-sur-Tille a mechanical bakery was constructed 
with a capacity of 800^000 poimck of bread a day. 

Official figures show that if all the buildings erected by our army 
in France were placed end' to end, of a width equal to a standard barrack, 
they would extend 730 miles. 

Twenty thousand cars and 1,500 standard gauge locomotives were 
shipped to France and assembled there by railroad troops. 

War means waste, but the S. 0. S. took Steps to insure that there 
should be no unnecessary waste. To this end a Salvage Service was 
organized, charged with saving the scraps. An estimated saving of 
$89,000,000 was achieved by this branch. 
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Maj. Gen. Jane* C. Harbonl. co mm a n di n g general of the S. O. S. (Servkea of Supply) of the A. EL 
Before becoming head of the expeditionary forces’ supply system he h^ been Chief of Staff of ^e A.E. 
F., and had led the Marine brigade of the 2d DLv. in the fighting around Eielleau Wood and Chateau-' 
Thierry. Brig. Gen. Charles G. Dawes, at the right, was chief purchasing agent of the A. E. F. 


American supplies unloaded on tfje banks 
of the Loire at Naiites. 
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American docks at Bassens, Base Section No. 2» Bordeaux, June 8, 1918. Originaliy the French turned over 23 ship berths to the American Army. 
The U. S. Army Engineer G>rps built 83 others before the Armistice. At the time this picture was taken our overseas shipments of supplies approxi¬ 
mated 1,000,000 tons a month. Wherever possible the Americans used cranes, of many styles and sizes, for handling freight. The French never cca^ to 


marvel at the way in which the Yankees substituted machinery for hand labor. 
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Scene at U. S. Dock No. 3 at St. Nazaire in the Spring of 1918 when 
the great troop movement was beginning to speed up. Nazaire was 
one of the principal American base ports. 


Unkiading supplies from America for the A. E. F. at Basscns docks, 
Bordeaux. This view offers a suggestioii of the vastness of. American 
dock facilities. 

Digitized by 
















































Part of a clay's production of freight and tank cars at a U. S. assembling shop in a base port of the S. 0. S. In all 18313 freight cars of the 60,000 
pound type were shipped to the Army in France. They were assembled at the base ports upon arrival. Arrangements had been made to send cars overseas 
complete on their wheels when the Armistice halted shipments. 
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-Mr. Julius RoscnwaU, Chicago’s phiUnthropist. was commissioned by the Secretary of War to convey to the A. £. F. messages from C*ovemors ot the several sutes. 2—Mr. Kosenwaid s h akt r^ 
hands with H. F. Harrison at Camp Ho^iitu No. 27. Tours. They are talking about ’’home back in Hyde Park.” 3—Mr. Rosenwald reading a message from Gov. Lovrden to men of Illinois 
stationed at Tours. 4—A close view of Mr. Rosenwald at Tours. 
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Gcfi. Pershing inspecting troops of the Air Service Photographic Section at Tours 
Headquwters SOS. The officer next to Gen. Pershing is Ueut. Capt.) Fred 

Place. Gen. Pershing is asking about hygiene. 


Military Board of Allied Supply members of which were high-ranking 
American, French, Italian and British officers. 


G)ating American locomotives with asbestos at assembling plant, 
St. Nazaire. 


Some of the 1,303 standard gauge consolidated American locomotives 
shipped to the American Army in France during the war. Each one cost 
$45,000. 
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Fighters of Cuban and Philippine wars who helped speed up S. 0. S. 
work in France. Sergt. Samuel Bradshaw, 1st Sergt. Thomas Henshaw, 
and Sergt. Arthur Steger, all of 807th Stevedore Regt., Bordeaux. 


Winners in the first week’s race between stevedore units engaged in 
unloading vessels. The victors at Dock No. 2, Marseilles, are being 
entertain^ by the band of the 134th Inf. 


Brig. Gen. Edgar Russel, Chief Signal Officer. A. E. F., being decor¬ 
ated by Marshal Haig with the British order of Commander of the Bath. 
Chaumont, G. H- Qm A. E. F. 
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Night crew of stevedores at Marseilles listening to a band concert 
before marching to work on the docks. 
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CONQUERING 

In 1917 when the United States entered the World War the fate of the 
Allies hung upon the U-boats. So did the fate of Germany, for if her 
undersea navy could shut out food from England and prevent American 
troops from reaching France in large numbers the war was won for the 
Kaiser and his Allies. When Admiral Sims went to London in the Spring 
of 1917 the British Admiralty frankly told him Germany was winning the 
war and that the Entente Allies could not hold out longer than six months 
unless the strangling ring of U-boats could be broken. 

To this task our Navy addressed its first efforts. The best naval 
judgment of the Allied counselors was that destroyers, if procurable in 
sufficient numbers, would furnish the best offensive and defensive weapon 
against the submarine menace. A wise method of precaution adopted 
largely through American insistence waS the convoy system, under the 
workings of which our transports crossed the Atlantic in close formation, 
and large groups, protected in front, flanks and rear by naval vessels. 
Admiral Sims, commanding the American Naval Forces in Europe, is on 
record as declaring that the convoy system was what snatched victory 
from defeat at the moment when tonnage losses had reached its gravest 
proportions. 

Another important step in checking U-boat activities was taken when 
the great North Sea mine barrage was laid from Scotland to Norway. 

In this undertaking, and similar though smaller ones in o^r European 
waters, the United States provided, transported and laid 59,439 mines. 
The distance covered by the North Sea barrage of mines was 230 miles, 
and the work done in conjunction with the British, engaged 6,700 sailors. 

t 

A division of dreadnaflghts under Admiral Hugh Rodman joined the 
British Grand Fleet at its base in the Firth of Forth and acted as a squad¬ 
ron of the British Battle Fleet throughout the war. Our co-operation 
with the British in the most active area of the sea fighting did not, how¬ 
ever. complete the sum of American sea effort. 


THE U-BOAT 

Under Admiral Mayo, commander-in-chief of the Atlantic Fleet, 
vessels were detached for operations with the French and Italian navies in 
Atlantic and Mediterranean waters, and even in the White Sea. Mean¬ 
while, of course, the main fleet had to be kept mobilized along the Atlantic 
G>aat for emergency defense of home ports. 

Men of the American navy served on vessels of every class from the 
cockle shell submarine chasers to the super-dreadnaugbts. The Navy 
also had its own aviation corps, vdiose officers and mra distinguished 
themselves by their courage and ability. 

Queenstown, Ireland and Brest, France, %ifere the principal bases for 
American naval activities in European waters, for it was from these ports 
that the destroyers, submarines and submarine chasers dashed forth on 
thrir vigils against die enemy undersea. In all, however, the United 
Stotes had 15 naval bases in Europe. An idea of the extent of the 
American naval effort may be obtained from the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy for 1918, concerning aviation. In that connection the Navy 
established two repair and assembly bases, four kite balloon stations, 
eighteen seaplane stations, five bombing plane stations, and three dirigible 
balloon stations. For manning these a complement of 624 officers and 
15,000 enlisted men was required. 

How well the Navy performed all the tasks assigned to it b revealed in 
the statistics of accomplishment. In the single feature of convoying the 
transports which carried 2,079,880 soldiers to France, it b satisfying to 
National vanity to recall that not a single east bound ship carrying troops 
was lost by enemy action while under the protection of our forces. 

Every soldier who went to France during the period of hostilities will 
retain always a feeling of admbation and gratitude for his comrades in 
blue who kept the sea lanes safe for him by theb vigilance and gallantry. 
The American **doughboy*’ feeb he played a big part in winning the war 
but he knows the **gob*’ made it possible by carrying him safely to Europe. 
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Destroyers protecting mine layers in the North Sea. The plan to close the North Sea with mines, thereby hindering the activities of the German U>boats. 
had its inception in the American Navy. Admiral Mayo. Gimmander-in-Chief of the U. S. Atlantic fleet, carried the plan to the British Admiralty, which , 
approved it. Both navies worked together in laying the mines. 




U. S. destroyers threw out smoke screens to protect the operations of mine layers in case of attack by enemy U-boats. Secretary Daniels said in his annual 
report for 1918 that there was reason to believe the mine barrage across the North Sea accounted for ten German undersea boats. 
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A mine layer at work, protected by the guns of an accompanying U. S. battleship in the North Sea. The mine barrage extended from the Orkney Islands 
to the territorial waters of Norway, a. distance of 250 miles, and across the English channel. More than 50;000 American mines were laid. The U. S. Navy 
laid 80 per cent of the entire barrage. (Inset) Capt. Reginald R. Belknap, U. S. N., in charge of the active operations of laying the North Sea mine barrage. 
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Admirals 
Mayo and Sims, 
and their staffs, at 
a conference in 
Paris, Sept. 1917. 
Admiral Mayo 
(left) was com- 
mander-in-chief of 
the Atlantic fleet, 
while Sims was in 
charge of the forces 
in European 
waters. 


The King of 
England attends a 
baseball game 
July 4. 1918. The 
three central fig¬ 
ures are (left to 
right): Franklin 
Roosevelt, Asst. 
Secretary of the 
Navy, the King 
and Admiral Sims. 


Admiral William S. Sims, commanding 
American Naval Forces in Europe. 


Rear Admiral Strauss, commanding the mine laying 
force of the Atlantic fleet, and his staff. Admiral 
Strauss is No. 4 from the right. 


Vice-Admiral H. B. Wilson, commanding 
U. S. Naval Forces in France* ivith head¬ 
quarters at Brest. *• 


Digitized by 


Google 


































459 




One of the many methods of fighting U-boats dropping depth Navy hydroplane equipped with Davit non-recoil gun. In this gun the recoil force 

bombs from navy planes. of the forwai^ barrel is counter-balanced by that of a rear barrel from which a dummy 

charge is fired simultaneously with the projectile. 



Effect of explosion of depth bomb dropped into the sea from a plane A submarine skimming along on the surface, as seen from a height 

of 850 feet. 
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The British and American naval commander'in-chids and their aides on the U. S. S. A mine dump at Inverness, Scotland. These American mines were 

Pennsylvania. Admiral Beatty is at the extreme right. Admiral Mayo is on the left used in the North Sea barrage, 

of Admiral Beatty. 


Our only mystciy ship, the U. S. S. Santee, after being struck by a 
German torpedo in the Irish Sea on her first expedition. 


Part of the crew of the Santee. All are U. S. Navy officers, disguised 
as merchantmen to mislead Germiii U4)oat commanders. Mystery 
ships sought attacks in order to force U-hoats to battle. 
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Six of America’s latest type submarines in the harbor at Queenstown, Ireland, our base of action against enemy U-boaU in the Atlantic and Irish Sea. 
(Left inset) Capt. J. K. Taussig, U. S. N., commander of the first American destroyer division sent to Europe during the^nusr. (Right inset) Launching 
a torpedo. 


Digitized by 


CjOOg 








Setting the depth charge ready for firing. On board the U. S. S. 
Perkins. 


The Y-gun, built especially for firing depth charges. This projector 
can throw depth charges astern, or on either side of an enemy boat. 


Digitized by 


Google 







































463 




U. S. Navy dirigibles. Every soldier who sailed to France will recall the thrill he got when, on approaching the coast, one or more of these fast flying 
“blimps’* sailed out and escorted his transport to harbor. The “blimps** searched the coastal waters for U-boats lurking beneath the surface. 



American battleships, composing Sixth Battle Squadron of the 
BritlshGrand Heet, in the North Sea. 


The Sixth Battle Squadron of the British Grand Fleet, all American 
vessels, at anchor in the Firth of Forth. This base port of the Grand 
Fleet was a place of fogs, mist and rain. 
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A gob’s relax¬ 
ation from war¬ 
fare. Some mild 
fighting. 


Torpedoes in 
tubes ready for 
launching. Des¬ 
troyers, cruisers, 
and battle cruisers 
carry torpedoes. 






A tame pirate. Captured German U-boat 
in a British harbor. 


Nothing to do till the bugle blows. 


Rear Admiral Hugh Rodfha.n/ who com- 
.manded tiie U. S. Battle Squadr%Hi witk^the 
British Grand Fleet. 
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VICTORY AND THE ARMISTICE 


In September, 1918, Germany began to break under the Allied offen¬ 
sives delivered by Marshal Foch. The evidence of weakening was 
quickly apparent after Prince Maximilian of Baden became Imperial 
Chancellor, October 3. On October 5 he addressed a note to President 
Wilson asking him to notify all the Allies that Germany desired an 
Armistice. In accordance with this request the matter of terms was 
submitted to the Supreme War Council sitting at Versailles. 

The first formal meeting of the Elntente powers took place at Vemilles, 
October 13. Col. E. M. House, Gen. Tasker H. Bliss, and Admirals 
Benson and Sims represented the United States. The terms agreed upon 
were completed November 4, and on the following day President Wilson 
notified the German government that Marshal Foch had been empowered 
to receive German envoys and communicate to them the conditions on 
which an Armistice would be granted. Three days of communication by 
wireless followed between Paris and the German Great Headquarters at 
Spa, Belgium. 

Arrangements for the German delegates to cross the lines having been 
completed by these means, the latter presented themselves at Marshal 
Foch’s field headquarters* in the Forest of Combiegne, November 8. 
Germany was represented by Mathias Erzberger, Sectary of State, 
Gen. H. K. A. Winterfeldt, Count Alfred von (Wemdorff, Gen. von 
Gruenell and Naval Captain von Salow. With Marshal Foch at the 
conferences that ensued were Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wemyss, First Sea 
Lord of the British Admiralty and Gen. Weygand, Chief of Staff to the 
Marshal. 

When the Armistice term^ finally were signed in Marshal Foch's 
private car, standing on a side track at Rethemdes station, at 5 o’clock 
in the morning, November 11, word immediately was sent telegraph, cable, 
telephone and wireless to all parts of the world. 

Gen. Pershing, in his final report to the Secretary of War, thus describes 
the receipt of the news at American General Headquarters: ‘*At 6 o’clock 
A. M. on the I Ith, notification was received from Marshal Foch’s head¬ 
quarters that the Armistice had been signed and that hostilities would 
cease at II A. M. Preparatory measures had already been taken to 
insure the prompt transmission to the troops of the announcement of an 
Armistice. However, the advance east of Beaumont on the morning 
the I Ith had been so rapid and communication across the river was so 
difficult that there was some fighting on isolated portions of that front 
after 11 A. M.” 

The last sentence explains why some American elements were engaged 
after 11 o’clock, a feature that aroused some criticism in certain unin¬ 
formed quarters at the time. 

By the terms of the Armistice the Allies were to occupy German 
territory on the west bank of the Rhine, with bridgeheads on the East 


bank of 30 kilometers radius at Cologne, Coblentz and Mayence. Amer¬ 
ican forces were assigned the territory around Coblentz. with that city as 
headquarters. Under orders from Marshal Foch, Gen. Pershing set his 
American troops in motion, November 17, for the march to the Rhine. 
For the purpose in view the American oxnmander-in-chief hastily formed 
a Third American Army, known as the Army of Occupation, and placed 
at its head, Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman, who had been a division and 
corps commander in the combat period. 

Following through the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, close upon the 
heels of the retreating Germans, the American Third Army crossed the 
Sauer and Moselle Rivers into Rhenish Prussia, November 24. Signal 
Corps and ambulance details were the first elements to cross the border. 
The advance of the main army entered Trier, advanced headquarters, 
December I. Unruly elements in the Coblentz territory gave cause for 
fear an outbreak. To forestall this, and at the request of German 
authorities, a battalion American troops was rushed by special train 
to Coblentz, December 8. Thereafter the American forces moved into 
the occupied territory according to schedule and settled down for their 
watch on the Rhine without further difficulty. At first the population 
was sullen but in time relations that might almost be described as friendly 
were established. 

The next step in ending the World War that called for the attention of 
the Allied world was the Peace Conference. This was convened in Paris. 
President Wilson, accompanied by a large staff of diplomats and expert 
advisers, sailed for France on the U. S. S. Georie WashiniUm, landing in 
Brest, December 13, 1918. The representatives of the United States, 
other than the President, at the Peace Conference, were Robert Lansing 
• Secretary of State; Henry White, former ambassador to France; Edward 
N. House and Gen. Tasker H. Bl^. 

Paris gave President Wilson a tremendous ovation when he arrived 
there December 14, and drove through troop lined streets to the residAice 
of Prince Murat, where he resided during his first stay in France. Before 
the opening of the Peace Conference, the president visited Elngland and 
Italy, being everywhere received with great warmth by the populace. 
A month passed before the great conference opened. The first plenary 
session, an informal one, was held at the Quai D 'Orsay, home of the 
French Foreign Ministry, January 13, 1919. Thereafter the sessions 
continued until the terms finally agreed upon were signed by the German 
plenipotentiaries in the Halls of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles, 
June 28, 1919. 

In the interval between the cessation of hostilities and the signing of 
the treaty of peace with Germany, the American Army command was 
occupied with caring for the well l^ing of 2,000,000 soldiers impatient to 
return to their homes. 
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Grand Hotel Brittanique at Spa« Belgium. The Kaiser had his headquarters here when Prince Maximilian of Baden, imperial chancellor, announced 
his abdication, Nov. 9, 1918. In fact, the Kaiser actually signed his abdication at Amerongen, Holland, Nov. 28, 1918, seventeen days after he fled with his 


personal staff from German Great Headquarters. (Inset) The War Lord when his “shining armor*’ was brightest and he iir|LS able to exclaim: “We stand 
with our hearts toward God -to the dust with all the enemies of Germany.’* 
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Here ended the World War. At 5 o'clock Monday morning, Nov. 11, 1918, the German plenipotentiaries, headed by Secretary of State, Mathias Elrz- 
berger, signed the Armistice terms in Marshal Foch's private car. No. 2419 D. The train to which the car was attached stood on the track at the station of 
Rethonde in the Forest of Campiegne. Marshal Foch was accompanied by his chief of staff, Gen. Weygand and Admiral Sir Rosslyn Wemyss, Rrst Sea 
Lord of the British Admiralty. (Inset) Marshal Foch, generalissimo of the Allied Armies, who presented the peace terms to the Germans. 
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Celebrating the Armistice at the Meuse>Argonne front. Members 
of Co. M, 6th Inf., Nov. 12. 


Captured German cannon in the Place de la Concorde, Paris, Nov. 11 
Hotel Crillon, headquarters of American Peace Commission at Eift. 


Digitized by 


Google 








Villa Sous Bois at Spa, Belgium, headquarters of the American Armis' 
ticc Commission after the signing of terms, but prior to that occupied by 
Marshal Hindenburg. 


Generals of the Allied Armistice Commission at Spa. (R to L) 
Green, Adye, Making, British Army; Rhodes, American; Nudant, French; 
Debobda, Belgian. 
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The defeated army homeward bound. German troops passing Co. K 39th Inf., marching through Schweich on their way to the 

through Luxembourg’s capital on their retreat. Rhine. 
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iht 28th Inf., Ut Div., marching onto German territory at Winchrenger, Germany. View taken from WormeWauge. Luxembourg. Nov. 30. 1918 
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Maj. W. J. Jack and Lieut. J. F. Ryan. Ut Bn., 28th Inf., 1st Div., 
crossing Moselle River bridge onto German territory at Winchrenger, 
Germany. 


L to R.: I^j Cen. E. F. M^UKhUn. Brig. Cm. F. C. Mudiall. French o6e«r. and 
George PaUullo.«^lrt I>v. troop* cron Moaeile into Germany at Winduengrr. 

McCUchlin (an trtilieryman) had ordered tKat^private of i ' 
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Band of 125th Inf., 32d Div.. announcing the entry of Americans into A quiet comer in ancient Mayen is visited by U. S. Marines. 


Mayen, Germany, Dec. 7, 1918. 



Citizens of Treves. Germany, view the passage of the 1st Div. Their Saarburg. Germany, of Co. B. 38th Inf.. 3a Kv.. 

facial expressions are worth studying with care; 1. 1918. 
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The town and castle ol G>chem on the Moselle River. This ancient fortress was occupied as headquarters of the 4th Army G>rps of the American 
Army of Occupation. Sergt. Maj. A. M. Owens. 12th M. G. Bn., and Miss R. D. Holmes. Y. M. G. A. worker, walked into the picture just in time to be 
embalmed in history. 
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View of Moselle valley from Castle Cochem. headquarters 4th Army 
Corps. 


Advance of 28thJpf., 1st Div., crosi^fig Moselle River into Germany, 
at Winchrenger, Nov. 30. 
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MasHuburg Castle. The hills of the Rhinelaiid around Coblentz, 
occupied by the American 3d Army, were crowned with these anci^ 
strongholds. Whenever these castles wete habitable they were occupied 
SIS headtpiarters for American troops. pvrt.*»o;i*.sJriiinri«. 


. Yankee sentinel of 5th Marines. 2d Div., on guard at gateway of 
AltvfM Castle, Altwied. Germany. 
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Col. W. W. McCammon, G. S., S. 0. S. 
Officer A. F. in G.. Antwerp. 


Frauleins of HundsauRen, Germany. Dec. 29, 1918. 


Elstablishing amicable relations with the 
enemy. Sewing on a 4th Army Corps shoulder 
badge. Cochem. Germany, j 
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Elhrenbreitstein as seen from G>blenz, headquarters of the American Army of Occupation. This fortress occupies the rocky heights 400 feet above the 
Rhine. Because of the fear of revolution the German authorities requested the Americans to take it over as soon as they reached G)blenz. The 1st Div. 
occupied it. A balloon of the 3d Balloon Co, is keeping watch up and down the Rhine. 
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m. »k^ «.>m 4 An Rk;n#> SmfttfkiJfl of 42d Div Niedcr>Brcm. Dec. 9. 1918. (2). Judfiaf winner* at 32d Dhr. borae show. Weis, Gcnnuiy. Feh. 8, 1919. OX 

» Pvt. ji)iFi:a»t F^neer W- OX ;V«” Hindenhur,. first Anwric^. war hone to dr-h h- fW^ 

Ridden by apt. M. W. Lanham. 1st Dhr. Dec. 10. (6). Junius R Wood, war correspondent, give* his do« a view ot the Khme. ^ ’ 

Digitized by V3OOgle 

















-Maj. Gen. J. T. Dickman, CommaiKling the Army of Occupation, 
reviewing Rhine River fleet taken from Germans. Feb. 6, I‘^19. 


Yanks in Cochem smoking German pipes of peace. 


The mumcipal bath at Neuwied was operated by the Y. M. C. A* for 
Yanks on leave. 


G>1. Clurles R. Howland, l6Sth Inf^ and Capes. R. J. Allen and 
Sddriman, on the bank of the Rhuie at Remafpen, Dec. 19. 
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President Wil* 


General Staff, who 
ai;companied Pres¬ 
ident Wilson to 
Peace G>n^arcfk:e. 


The President and Rear Admiral Grayson, his personal physician, 
on deck of George Washin^on, bound for the Peace Conference. 


President and Mrs. Wilson landing at brest, Dec. 13, 1918, 
Margaret Wilson is just behind the President. 



























President Wilson and President Poincare leaving railway station Dec. 14, 1918, on the occasion of Wilson’s arrival in Paris to take part in the Peace 
G)nference. In state carriages the American president and his entourage were driven through the Champs Ellysees and principal thoroughfares to the residei^ 
of Prince Murat, where President Wilson liv^ during his first stay in France. The boulevards through which the distinguished guest drove were lined with 
French troops. It was estimated that one million spectators greeted him on this,occasion. ,, ( 

I 1 I ITI -71^1/ \ 
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‘Living the life of Reilly." 


Girls of the Jewish Welfare Board. 
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A prominent figure in Purif during the pence negotiations was Admiral W. S. Benson of the United States Navy. Admiral Benson is seated in the midst of the personnel of the Naval 
headquarters at Paris. L. to R.: S. F. Budsak. M. M. Id; C Forihee, G. M.. 21; E. J. Willenborg, seaman; A. F. Carter. Commander;S. G. Hauser. B. M..'lcl; A. C. Budney. seaman; H. E. 
Jones. Yoeman. Id. Middle row. L to R.; H. B. Hird. Lt. Commander; H. Schofield. Capt.; R Knapp. Rear Admiral; W. S. Benson. Admiral; W. V. Pratt. Capt.; L McNamee. Capt.; R. E. 
Ingersoll. Comdr. Standing. L. to R.: L j. Cochrane. Ch. Yeoman; F. H. Geist. Ch. Yeoman; L Silverman. Yeo. Id.; H. P. Houghton. Ch. Yeo.; C. E. Lee. Stewart; E. ^ W. Re«l. C. G. M.: 
S. j. Becker. Q. M. 3cl.; N. j. McHugh. C. M. M.; W. C. Kerrigan. Ch. Yeo.; T. H. Uthe. a. Ytorji. C jefiorde. M. M. Id.; j. R. Pntt, Lt. 0*. *•). Ptris. Seine, France. 
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Residence of Prince Murat, in the Rue Monceau, President Wilson’s 
official residence in Paris. Prince Murat is descended from Marshal 
Murat, King of Naples, and Caroline Bonapiirte. 


The Guard of Honor at President Wilson’s Paris residence. Elach 
officer and man was picked for physical appearance and military efficiency. 


Reception by President and Mrs. Wilson to guard company and house 
staff at Murat palace. Jan. 24, 1919. 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Quai D’Orsav, Paris, where Peace Con¬ 
ference held formal meetings. 
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U. S. Peace delegates, at Hotel 
Crillon, Paris. L to R: E. M. 
House. Robert Lansing. Secretary 
of State; President Woodrow 
Wilson. Henry White ex-am> 
bassador to France; Gen. Tasker 
H. Bliss. U. S. A. Dec. 18. 1.918. 




m 


The American Commission to negotiate Peace. Behind the five 
delegates are the experts, military, naval, diplomatic and financial. 


The Hotel Crillon. on the Place de la Concorde, official headquarters 
of U. S. Peace Commission. 
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During his Christmas day visit to the Army President Wilson climbed 
into a doughboy billet in a stable at Sorrey. 


Christmas Day. 1918. Tlie president addressing troops at review 
near Chaumont. 


In the sleet and mud the 26th Div. passed in review before its Cominander-in-Chief, President Wils*' Christmas Day, 1918, near Langres. 
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His wounds did not prevent this soldier from enjoying his meal 
at the hospital of Johns Hopkins unit. 


Fracture Ward at Evacuation Hospital No. 1. Sebastapol, France, 


The operating room of Base hospital 101. 


Ministering to a badly wounded soldier at Base hospital 18. 
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Miss M. El. Thompson, chief nurse. U. S. Military hospital No.37. The medical high command. L to R: Brig. Gen. J. R. Kean, Maj. 

Paris. Gen. M. W. Irelai^, Chief Surgeon. U. 3^ A.: Col. (later Brig. Gen.) 

Walter D. McCaw and Col. James D. Qcnnan. ^ 
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In the immense square before the royal palace at Milan, Italy President Wilson and his party viewed the largest and most enthusiastic crowd seen on 
the trip. It was estimated that 25,000 people were in gathering partially shown in this photograph. Jan. 5. 1919. (Inset) President Wilson and the King 
of Italy at the station in Rome, Jan. 4, 1919. 
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Delegates of 27 Allied nations standing while the President of France. Raymond Poincare, opens the Peace G>nfcrence with formal address. Jan. 18. 1919. Immediately after Poincare's 
speech Georges Clemenceau. memer of France, was named permanent chairman. This momentous conclave sat in the Salle d’Horologe (Hall of the Clock) in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, popu¬ 
larly known in Paris as the Quai D’Orsay. Although generally known as the Peace of Versailles, the treaty with Germany actually was formulated at the Quai D'Onay. Tlie signing took place 
at the Palace of Versailles, 
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Interpreter translating President Poincare's speech into Elnglish at opening of Peace G>nference. The interpreter is standing. The proceedings of the 
conference were carried on in Elnglish and French. Elach speech was interpreted into some other language. President Wilson sits at the interpreter's right, 
reading a paper. 
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The Big Four “L. to R.; Orlando, premier of Italy; Lloyd George, prime minister of England; Clemenceau. premier of France, and President Wilson. 
As the days of the conference drew on these leaders, known formally as the Council of Four, were empowered to shape the form of the growing treaty. Sessions 
of the Big Four were held in the library of President Wilson’s Paris residence, where this photograph was made by a Signal Corps operator. 
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President Wilson greets Charles M. Schwab at Brest. 
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While peace negotiations were going on aboard Brig. Gen. S. T. 
Ansell and Mai. R* D. Keehn undertook a vigorous campaign for 
military justice reforms. 


wr.fUM 
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Among the notable figures in Paris during treaty making days was 
Paderewski, pianist and statesman, head of the Polish delegation. 


The man with hared head, descending the stairway, is Signor Orlando, 
then prime minister of Italy and head of the Italian delegation. 
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While the statesmen of 27 nations 
were busy shaping the treaty in 
many distinguished personages vis¬ 
ited the A. E. F. Among the guests 
of the American Army were the 
King and Queen of Bdgium here 
seen on the occasion erf their visit to 
Gen. Pershing at Chaumont. Be¬ 
hind the King (standing at salute), 
are Gen. Pershing, the Queen, M. 
Levy, Mayor of Chaumont. and 
Mme. Levy. 


The (Jucen “snaps*' Gen. Pershing. 


At Gen. Pershing's Residence, L. to R.: King Albert of Belguim, 
Countess of Caraman-Chimay, the Queen, Gen. Pershing. 
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With the end of the war the generals permitted themselves a little social relaxation. Here is a distinguished group taken on the steps of Gen. Pershing's 
chateau near Chaumont. In front row. L to R: Brig. Gen. F. R. Mc&)y. Lieut. Gen. Hunter Liggett. Marshal Retain, commander of the French armies in 
the field: Gen. Pershing, Maj. Gen. J. W. McAndrew. Chief of Staff. A. E. F.. Brig. Gen. L. R. Holbrook. Jan. 14, 1919. The American officers in the group 
have just received from Marshal Retain decorations of the Legion of Honor. / ^ ¥ 
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While the fighting lasted 
wounded men’s desire to return 
to their outfits was their incentive 
to get well. After peace came 
nurses devised all kinds of methods 
to keep up their patients* interest 
while they mended. These men 
in Hospital No. 69. Savenay. are 
making bead bags, and painting 
fans and baskets. March 3. 1919. 












Whiling away time while waiting to come home. Miss Ekie Mc¬ 
Donald, Y. M. C. A., telling fortunes. Treves. Germany, Feb. 11, 1919. 


Among the entertainers who helped cheer up the doughboy during 
conference days was Miss Margaret Wilson, daughter of the President. 
She sang throughout the A. E. F. Miss Wilson stands at the right. 
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In the billiard room of a Y. M. C. A. hotel at Nice, these enlisted men 
are passing part of their 14 day leave. 


It was a hard life in the leave areas while statesmen talked peace in 
Paris. Regard these doughboys at Biarritz, one time playground of 
royalty and millionaires. 


A. Buck, on leave, never found enough girls to dance with him, but 
he did not fare so badly, as this scene at Biarritz indicates. 


See what this**Sam Browne” drew at the Red Cross convalescent 
^home at Beychevelle. 
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As soon as the fighting was over the American doughboy, encouraged Boxing was a favorite sport. Candidates for championship honors 

by G. H. Q., turned at once to Athletics. This the 89th Div. foot^II toured the A. E. F. seeking victims, 

team, champion of the A. E. F. 


It was an unambitious outfit that did not boast a theatrical company. 
These **chorus girls*’ of the ’’Snap It Up” show belonged to the 29th Div. 


’Die Wacht am Rhein” troupe, 1st Engs., 1st Div, ^^^rges, Germany, 
Feb. 7, 1919. 
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On the beach 
at Biarritz, March 
23, 1919. 


On the shores of the Mediterranean. 


After the **chow lines" in the Argonne these Riviera hotel dining 
rooms were not bad. 
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The **chow line** at the great A. E. F. University at Beaune, where thousands of soldiers resumed their college courses during the days of the Peace Con¬ 
ference while they waited for orders to go home. There was no rank here. Officers and enlisted men lined up together for meals and classes. The war was 
over; democracy once more ruled. 


American soldier students at Poitiers University. This picture was 
taken on the steps of the Palais de Justice* the spot ^ence Jeanne D’Arc 
began her march on Orleans in the 14th Century. 


Army pupib drawing from casts at the Art Training Center, Bellevue, 
near Paris. 
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A class in constitutional law at I’Ecolc de Droit (Law School). 
University of Paris. April 28,1919. 


There were grades for soldiers of all degrees of learning. These 
men are learning to read and write at a post school at Commercy. 
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Farmer's Institute for soldiers at Creon, Jan. 29, 1919. Agricul¬ 
tural courses were popular. 


See how much interest these Yanks took in their French lesson at 
the University of Grenoble. 
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Great Cate, Trinity GJkfe. Camfaridee Uniecnity. En(„ May 20. 
Ift9. Thac were Aaierican ctudents at ^ the D i itM li Univanitica, in 
Englanil, Scotland and Ireland. 


Dr. F. 0. Murray ci Selwyn Gdlege, 
and AnMncan atiidentt, St Johns CoU^ on the i 
at left. 
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While the Peace G)irference ww meeting at Paris, the U. S. Govt, sent the Employers Industrial G>mmission to Europe to solve labor problems. First row, left to right: Roger W. Baboon, 
Dir. Cf n 1. & EL L Dept/of Labor; Geo. W. (Aleman, Dir. Inf.; E. T. Gundlach, Giainnan of the G>mmission; W. B. Wilson, Secretary of Labor; W. H. Ingersoll and Eldon Keith, GMnmissioners; 
Beni. M. Squires. Statistician. Srand row: left to right: Geo. E. Macllwain. Secretary: John A. Witt. Asst. Secy, and James R. Hawkins, fiscal agent. Absent. R. J. Caldwell,JDorr ^ Felt ^ 
R. R. Otis, Commissioners; Dr. Royal Meeker, economic advisor, and E. N. Phillips, Asst. Sec. 
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When President Wilson re¬ 
turned to Pans from his flying 
visit to America in the Spring of 
1919, he occupied this residence 
at No. 11 Place des Etats Unis. 
The striped sentry boxes on either 
side of the main entrance were for 
the occupancy during rainy wea¬ 
ther of the French National 
Guard sentinels, who, through the 
courtesy of the French govern¬ 
ment, guarded the President s 


_ Henry White, veteran diplomat and Republican delegate on the 
American Peace Mission. He had been Ambassador to France. 


Robert Lansing, U. S. Secretary of State, at his desk in the American 
Peace headquarters. Hotel Crillon, Paris. 
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Before they left their headquarters at the Hotel des Reservoirs, Versailles, May 7, 1919, for the Trianon Palace Hotel, where they received the treaty 
containing the Allies terms of peace, the German delegates posed for 0>rp. E. N. Jackson, a U. S. Signal Gjrps photographer. Reading from left to right 
the German envoys are: Herr Leinert, President of the Prussian National Assembly; Dr. Karl Melchior, financial expert; Herr Giesberts, Minister of Posts; 
Count Brockdorff-Rantzau. Foreign Minister and head of the delegation; Dr. Landsberg, Minister of justice, and Dr Schucking, an expert on international law. 
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Georges Clemenceau, premier of France, delivering to the German delegates the Allies* terms of peace in the Trianon Palace Hotel. Versailles. May 7. 1919. The representatives of the 
27 allied nations were present on this historic occasion. Clemenceau had been a member of the French Aa^mbly that received the Germans' peace terms aher the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. 
Count BrockdoHf'Rantzau created a sensation at the Trianon Palace Hotel meeting by failing to rise when he replied to M. Clemenceau. All the Allied delega tes h ad risen when the^Germans 
entered the room and the French premier stood, as may be seen in the picture, while he addressed the enemy delegates. ^ 


Digitized by 


Google 











508 



President Wilson made a trip to Belgium shortly before the signing 
of peace and his return to America. On this occasion he made a special 
trip from Brussels to Malines to pay his respects to Cardinal Mercier, 
with whom he is here seen conversing in the doorwa 3 r. June *8, 1919. 


Presidential party attending a ceremony at the Hotel de \^lle (City 
Hall) Brussels, June 19,1919 L to R; King Albert of Belgium, standing; 
President Wilson, Mrs. Wilson, Brand Whitlock, American Ambassador 
to Belgium; Queen Qizabeth of Belgium; Miss Margaret Wilson. 


















This photograph was made by a U. S. Army Air Service officer, June 28, 1919. It shows the Palace of Versailles and the crowds streaming through the 
gates tc witness the signing of the Treaty of Peace. The space outside the gateway is filled with a throng waiting to witness the arrival of the celebrities. 

PhMo by U. .S. Air 8«rvic« 


The Hall of Mirrors in the Chateau Louis XIV (Palace of Versailles) 
where the German peace treaty was signed June 28, 1919. A few yards 
from this spot William I was crowned German Emperor, Jan. 18, 1871. 


A comer of the Palace of Versailles showing exterior of Hall of Mirrors 
where the delegates of Germany and the Allied nations affixed their sig¬ 
natures to the treaty. 
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foniitr German righu to Japan The treaty teat comprues approximately W.OOO wordi. 
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Photograph by a U. S. Army Signal G>rps operator of*the actual signing of the German peace treaty, in the Hall of Mirrors, Palace of Versailles, 3:10 
P. M., June 28, 1919. Outside cannon boomed and bells rang to announce to the world that peace finally had been sealed. Within this room, a few yards 
from where the German Elmpire was proclaimed 48 years before, delegates of the new German Republic affixed their signatures to the document which ended 
German military autocracy. Outside the crowds cheered as Wilson, Clemenceau, Lloyd George and other well known figures took their departure. ^ 
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Pershing Stadiiiin, Joinville. near Paris, where the inter-Allied Army Athletic Gmtests were held in June, 1919. This Stadium was built by American 
Army engineers. At the close of the games, when our troops were leaving France, it was presented to the French nation. (Inset) King Nicholas of Monte¬ 
negro presenting a medal to a Yankee victor in Pershing Stadium games, June 22, 1919. 


Photo by U. S. Air 
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Marshals Joffrc and Foch. and statf of Allied oflicert. leading the Victory Parade throu^ the Arc de Triomphe. Paris, July 14, 1919. Ahead of the two Marshals inarched 1.000 wounded* 
FreiKh soldiers in civilian ciMhes. Note that Marshal Jol^e, victor of the first Battle of the Marne, and Senior Marshal of France, rides slightly in advance of Foch. joffre is in dark uniform. 
Behind these two followed picked battalions from all the Alfied Armies. The Arc de Triomphe was built by Napoleon 1. None but victorious armies are permitted to march through the Arc, 
which stands at the head of the Champs Elysees. At other times heavy chains bar passage way. 
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Forty American regimental flags in the Victory Parade, Paria, July Gen. Pershing and staff passing through Place de la Concorde in 

14, 1919. A battalion of picked troops represented America. The flags Paris Victory^ Parade. Behind the general his orderly carries his for 

represented combat troops. starred personal flag. 



American ccmpoaitt regiment in Place de la Concorde, Paris Victory 
Parade. This regiment comprised picked men from combat units, chosen 
for size, bearing and record. 


The U. S. Navy’s representatives in the Paris Victory Parade marcli> 
ing through the Arc de Triomphe ^^^Idown the Champs Qysees. 
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Gen. Pershing leading the American contingent in the Paris Victory Parade. With him rode Maj. Gens. J. G. Harbord* Henry T. Allen, John L. Hines, 
Brig. Gens. Dennis Nolan, Fox G>nner. and other officers of his headquarters. The Commander-in-Chief of the A. E. F. was given the^ place of honoij directly 
behind Marshals Joffrc and Foch and their staffs. . ... ^ 
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Massed American colors pass¬ 
ing the King's reviewing stand in 
the London Victory Parade, July 
19, 1919. Here, as in the Paris 
Victory Parade five days earlier, 
Gen. Pershing and the American 
composite regiment, comprising 
picked men from combat units, 
were given an ovation. A London 
newspaper said of the American 
colors: 

“The Stars and Strips were 
fluttering in the wind like things 
of flame. They passed up Gm- 
stitution Hill, a bunch of flapping, 
leaping fire.” 




Gen. Pershing saluting the King. A London paper said: ”Then 
^ Gen. Pershing came —a big, ^ick-set roan, with a thrusting chin, all smiles 
• as the crowd let him have it, but steady and soldierly, as his hand went 
up to salute the King.” 


King George receiving the American salute. Co, F, American 
composite regiment, marching past. Capt. C..L. Williams .and Lt. 
George V. Gordon at head of columm — I _ 
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In the royal reviewing stand as the military of all the Allied nations swept by in the London Victory Parade, July 19. 1919. Left to right, ex-King 
Manuel of Portugal, the ex-Queen of Portugal. Marshal Foch, Gen. Pershing. King George. Queen Mary and the Dowager Queen Alexandria. TTie parade was six 
miles long. The Americans wearing their trench helmets, came first and were wildly received by the populace. EUich of the 3,500 Yankee soldiers had been chosen 
for his height and soldierly bearing and they had been drilled together for three months for the Victory Parades. “Pershing’s Own.’* they were called in the press. 










“When do wc go home?" was asked by every American soldier as soon The job done “over there/* these men are starting “back to the good 

as the Armistice was signed. Here are some of the earliest to leave. old U. S. A.“ U. S. S. Mercury, St. Nazai^e. December 6. 1918. 

The 49th Inf., embarking at Brest. January 11. 1919. . 


Homeward bound—these lucky fellows are boarding the Wilhdmina 
at Bordeaux. January 5, 1919. 


Headquarters Co., 319th F. A.. 82d Div., boarding transport Alaskan 
for home. April 27, 1919. 
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It required 19 months to transport 2,079,880 American troops to Europe but the exodus from France was much more rapid. The backward flow really 
did not get well under way until April, 1919. By September the last division, the 1st. was back in the United States. This photograph shows one ^ the 
earliest outfits to return, the 87th CMv.. loading on the transport Manchuria at St. Nazaire, Jan. 10, 1919. 
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American Red Cross workers in Paris. L. to R. Miss Stella Jones, 
Mrs. M. G. Hulbert, Mrs. Ceorse Ford. 


























“Hellb. America!'* U. S. Army Tranapoit Agaoiemiion arrives in New York loaded to the rails with victoiioiis Yanks. 
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Leciathan, our greatest troop¬ 
carrying transport, clocking at 
Hoboken. April 25. 1919. The 
arrival of a troopship in New York 
harbor with heroes of the A. E. F. 
was ever an occasion for outbursts 
of pleasure and gratitude. The 
ship was met down the bay with 
tugs carrying welcoming com¬ 
mittees. bands and anxious rela¬ 
tives. The procession up the bay 
was to an accompaniment of 
whistles, cheers and music. 






Carrying off wounded from U. S. hospital ship Mercy, New York. 
December 12. 1918. 


Negro troops of 93d Div., on Leeialhan, in New York harbor. Feb¬ 
ruary 2. 1919. 


Digitized by 


Google 







“Wckomc home** to the 27th Div. 
Hindenburg line in September. 1919. 
York City. March 24. 1919. 


the New York National Guard outfit that helped break the 
Passing through the Victory Arch at Madison Square, New 


/•>hn W«Uarr OaTics 


Maj. Gen. John F. 0*Ryan (right). 27th Div.. 
reviewing his men as the division marched up 


Fifth Avenue injU fin^l pa 
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Famous fighters of many wars. The 163th Inf. (69th Inf., N. Y. N. C.) marching through the Victory Arch and up Fifth Avenue upon their return 
from France. This regiment, known as the **Fighting Irish", was part of the 42d (Rainbow) Division. It fought at Chateau Thierry, St. MihicI and in the 
Meuse-Argonne, suffering heavy losses in all those campaigns. (Inset) Maj. Gen. Alexander, and staff, leading 77th Div. in its Victory march up Fifth Avenue. 
New York, May 8, 1919. The 77th was composed of New York City draft men. 
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Scene at Washington, D. C. railway station on the afternoon of Sept. 12, 1919, when Gen. Pershing arrived from France. Immense crowds greeted him 
at the station and along Pennsylvania Avenue as he. drove to his hotel. Where he descended from his train he was greeted by Vice-President Marshall (President 
Wilson was out of the city) Gen. March, Chief of Staff, U. S. A., and committees from both Houses of Congress. Elscorted by cavalry he,drove to his temporary 
headquarters. hy Air .sarvic 
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One of the moit extraordinary inventions of the war was the radio-telephone, for communication between the ^und and the battle planes, and between the flight commander ar»d his 
I Showing pilot and observer at Rockwell Field equipped with receiving devices. 2—Depicting forms of transmitting and receiving apparatus. 


Cot Clarence C. Culver, one of the officers who perfected tke radio*phone. demonstrat¬ 
ing its use on the White House grounds. 


President and Mrs. Wilson. George Creel. Captain Lawrence Rubel. and others watching 
an ai<plane squadron controlled from the groi^ by radio-telephone. 
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The I It Div. marching up Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, in its 
final review as part of the A. E. F. In the background is the Capitol. 
In this parade the division was equipped as for combat service—the first 
and last division of the American Army that ever marched thus equipped' 
in the United States during the World War. 


Fbotn by U. >4. Air 8«rvicc, 


Gen. Penhing and statf at the moment of starting on the final review. 
Washington. Seetember 17, 1919. Underwood A Undciwood. 
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his reward. Gen. Pcrshii^ (standing at reading desk) receiving the thanks of Congress at joint session and replying to same. September 17. 1919. On September 4 he had been 
m^e General of the ArmiM of the Unitra States. Tlte Congr^ional resolution of thanks was as follows: "The thanks of the American people and the Congress of the United States are due. 
and are h*jcby tendered to Gen. John j. Pershing for his highly distinguished services as commander-in<hicf of the American expeditionary forces in Europe and to the o^ers and men under his 
command for their unwavering duty and valor throughout the war." ©Tntemotiooaf Filin Service. 
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WOMEN IN THE WAR 


P RESIDENT WUfton pud this tribute to the Americen women for their pert in the 
World War: **1 think the whole country has appreciated the way in whi^ the 
womd) have arisen to this gmt occasion. They have not only cbMie what they 
have been asked to do. and done it with ardor and efficiency, hut they have shown a power 
for doing things on their ovm initiative." 



Doing thinsg on their own 
initiative was above every- 
thinf else the most strikiitg 
feature of the part home by 
women in the war. America 
was the first country in the 
world to give formal official 
recognition to women in the 
construction of its war mach¬ 
ine. Having done this the 
government m the details of 
organization in the hands of 
the women themselves. The 
formal recognition referred to 
above was eipressed by the 
Council of National D^ense 
on April 24. 1917. fifteen days 
after war was declared, in the 
following statement: 

"Realizing the inestima¬ 
ble value of woman’s contrib¬ 


ution to national effort under modem war conditions, the Council of National Defense 
has appointed a committee of women of national promineiKe to consider and advise how 
the assistance of the women of America may be made available in the prosecution of the 
war. The body will be known as The Committee on Women’s Defense Work." 


The women so appointed were: 

Dr. Anna Howard Shaw. Chairman. 

Mrs. Philip N. Moore. Chairman Committee-oh Health and Recreation. 

Miss Hannah J. Patterson, Chairman Committee on Registration. 

Mrs. Stanley McCorm^. Chairman Committee on Food Production and Home 
Economics. 

Miss Ida M. Tarbcll. Chairman Committee on Food Administration. 

Miss Agnes Nestor. Chairman Committee on Women in Industry. 

Mrs. Josiah Evans Cowles, Chairman.CoInmittee on’Child Welfare. 

Mrs. Carrie Chapn^'Catt. Chairman Committee on Education. 

Mrs. Antionette Fiihk. Chairman Committee on Liberty Loan. 

Miss Maude Wetmore. Chairman Committee on Home and Forngn Relief. 

Mrs. Joseph R. Lamar, Chairman Committee on State Organizat^. 

Several volumes would be required to give even in outline the d^leJ organizatiem 
of bureaus and committees that was worked out under the general direction of the Wont's 
Committee of the Council of National Defense. It must suffice here to say that within. 


a few weeks all the millions of American women were at work Mping to win the war - 
from the battle fronts in France vrhere the girl telephone op^tors.' enlisted in the Army 
Signal Corps, hung their steel helmets on the backs of their chairs and "plugged in" calls 
At army and corps headquarters, and thence through camp and hospital and home until 
in the farthest re^hes of the Western Hemisphere some armtehaired grandmother knitted 
socks for soldiers. 

In the early days of the arar there were approzimately 5.000 national organizations 
doing- arar work, with consequent overlapping and confusion. Woman’s ability to organize 
and co-ordinate finally reduced the numbtf to 2.000. The reduction was effected by 
placing all bodies doing similar kinds of work under the supreme direction of a parent 
body engaged in the same field of activity. The American Red Cross, for ezample, 
absorbed all the relief groups in ^e United ^tes. 

After the jpvernment had taken the initial step by appointing the Woman’s Com¬ 
mittee of the Council of National Defense it lek the matter organization entirely in 
the hands of the women themselves. The Woman’s .Committee met in Washington 
early in May and determined upon a decentralized scheme of organization by states, 
counties and cities. As later revi^ and enlaraed. this plan provided that each state divi¬ 
sion should elect a permanent chairman and other necessary officials. The Woman's 
Committee had only the power to suggest. ^ Independent organizations could follow those 
suggestions, or not. as. they pleased. But in general the suggestions were followed. 

The headquarters of the Committee was the clearing house for women's activities 
throughout the county and the Committee itself was the agent to transmit any demands 
of the government whi^ might concern women’s orauiizations. Working in co-ordination 
with the Committee was the Division bl Woman's War Work U the Committee on Public 
Information, directed by Mrs. Clara Sears Taylor. This division used the public press 
as its channel of communication vrith the women of America. 

"Food vfill win the war." Mr. Hoover declared when he came home to become national 
food administrator. American women immediately recognized the merit if not the absolute 
truth of the slogan, with the result that every American housewife became a food adminis¬ 
trator in her own right.. It Was in saving food, perhaps, that women found their vridest 
field of activity, whence their work narrowed in numbers as it became more t^ialized 
until one reached the bi-lingual teledvone operators, girls regularly enlisted in the army, 
unifoqned and serving under fire in France. 

The uniformed ranks of women vrorkers were open only to the young and phsrsically 
fit and those prepared for specialized work. Twenty different uniforms for women were 
recognized by the gdvernment. The Red Cross alone had ten different styles. Others 
who were uniformed were: yeomanettes, women enlisted for clerical work in the navy: 
marinettes, women enlisted for the same purpose in the Marine Corps; and welfare organiz¬ 
ations such ai the Y. M. C. A.. Y. W. C. A.. Salvation Army and similar organizations. 

Army and Navy nurses also were uniformed. Of the former there were 8.300 in France 
of whom 22 died On overseas duty. Of the 1,128 Navy nurses on active service siz died 
in the line of duty. 

Throughout the war there was not a single woman’s organiution that was not doing 
its utmost to help. The importance of that help has been officially recognized by every 
responsible official of the government., and unofficially by every American who witnessed 
the miracles that the women vnought. 
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I. Mw. George F. Baker leading unit in Ked Cross parade down Fifth Avenue, New York May 18, 1918. In the ranks are Mrs. Gitford Cochrane. Mrs. W. G. Loew. Mrs. A. S. Burden Mrs 
W. K, Vanderbilt. Jr.. Mrs. Ogden L. Mills, Miss Muriel Vanderbilt, Mrs. Herman Ocirichs. Mrs. Irving Brokaw and Mrs. John Pratt. 2—Girl worker in Naval Air cr^ factory Naw 
. Yaid, Philadelphia. Pa. 3-Mrs. Ned Arden. Treasurer of the open air canteen at the N. Y. Public Library, with Mrs. William Randolph Hearst Chairman.'Htd other canteen; 
workers grouped in front of refreshment station. 4—A bevy of Maud Mullers. 
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The great Red Cross parade held in New York City May 18, 1918. President and Mrs. Wilson are in the reviewing stand at the right. 
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Work room of the Duryem Wij’ Relief No. 9. £. 30th St. 
New York. 


G>mmuiuty food demonstration in Washington. D. C 


Giildren of New York Elast Side parade in aid of Third 
Liberty Loan April 30. I9i8. 


Food Board 


Food Exhibit at Dane County (Wis.). Fair. rounitiona worker at Winslow Brothers' plant, Chicago. Girl in Eddystone (Pa.), mumtioos plant loading shells with 

smokeless powder. Note safety door to left. 
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I. The picture shows 100 California girls who took part in the food conservation drive under the direction of Mrs. Vivian Dooming. The drive netted 500,000 
pledges. 2—Cincinnati housewife signing food pledges. 3—Gkls making Browning machine gun parts in Remington plant, April 24, 1920. 4—Manu¬ 
facturing No. 80 time fuses in Russell Motor Car plant. 
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Staff of Service Club at Tours Oct. 19, 1918. Left to right:. Mr. C. Yanks and “Y** girls dancing at the Casino, Aix-les-Bains, Aug. 

Drayton, Mrs. Amos Tuck French, Miss M. Stewart, Capt. Amos 29, 1918. 

Tuck French, Madame Cassard and Madame dc Wardener. Mr. 

Rodman Wanamaker was a heavy contributor to this club. 



Y. M. C. A. Club for nurses at Dijon. 


Mrs. Clara Scars Taylor (seated at right), Krcctor Division of 
Women’s War Work. Committee on Public Information, and her staff. 


Digitized by 


Google 




























































535 



I. Mcmben ol lOlst M. G. Bn., help Mbs Elsie Janb to entertain. Bob de Rehanne, May 22. 1919. 2—Mbs Addc Birdsall, A. R. C.. serviof chocolate to Pvt. Wilson Melanson. G>. B. 

IQ3d ln£.« at Senoncourt. Ott. 14. 1918. 3--Gr^ of oficert and dvUians at Le Havre, June 10. 1918. Left to Right: Maj. W. H. Finch, Mrs. Brand Whitlock. Brand Whitlock, Minister 
to Beleiufn; Brig. Gen. Richard Gnilter and Maj. T. H. Jcimings. 4—Soldiers being entertained by *T** girls at Aiz-les-Baios Aug. 29. 1918. 
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Telephone switch board room in Hotel Crillon, headquarters of Hello girls at Tours. Oct. 3, 1918. 

American Peace Delegation, Paris. Dec. 12. 1918. 



interiorof American Red Cross Canteen at Souilly^diich was <^rat<^ Mrs. Hammond, and American Red Cross worker, giving a drink to 

by Misses Gladys and Dorothy Cromwell of New York. Miss Julia wounded soldier at Montmirail station May 31. 1918. 

Wells of Fairfax. Va.. and other Eastern women. Oct. 13, 1918. 
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I. Interior American Red Cross Hospital, surgical ward. Motsley Hill, Liverprol, Aug. 10,1918. 2—Miss Louise Tennis of Chicago, at work in Paris A. R. C. 
rooms. 3—A. R. C. Evacuation Hospital No. 114, Fleury-sur-Aire. Miss Best in charge. Oct. 8, 1918. 4—Privates 1st .Cl.^Charles Kennedy and 
Elehrer of 32d Div. and William J. Quinn, 29th Div. resting at a French hospital in Alsace, Aug. II, 1918. D t d b ^ 
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Miss Annie Squire and Miss Florence Cass, A. R. C., with French Making "Front Parcels" of sur^al dryings was the specialty of the 

children at Chateau Hachette near Sceaux, Oct. 24, 1918. A. R. C. rooms in Rue St. Didier, Paris. 


Miss Winifred Bryce of BnxJLl]^ giving gum and cigarettes to 
wounded soldiers on a hospital train at Sonilly. Oct. I3» 1918. 


A. R. C. reconstruction aides teaching handicrafts to wounded sol¬ 


diers at Savenay Nov. 10. 1918. 
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"Democr^" group in play given by nurses and enlisted men at Base Hospital No. 101 
Nazam, July 4, 1918. Among those in the group are Misses Margaret M^ris, 
Suzanne Beaumont, Ruth Randall and Florentine Woeckner. 


MisM G^ys and Irene McIntyre. Myrtle Turkington and Stella Young making 
for 26th Div. men April 9. 1918. 


























I. Mrs. Copp of American Red Cross singing h3rmn at Memorial Day exercises. American Cemetery Tours, May 30, 1918. 2—Unit T, A. R. C. Hospital, 
Mossley Hill, Liverpool, Aug. 10, 1918. 3—Emergency Kitchen-^ A. R. C. canteen, Fle6ry-sur-Aire, which served hot chocolate to 1000 wounded men 
every day. Oct. 8, 1918. 4—Miss Rebecca Ely, Y. M. C. A. %^orker at Chateau Thierry, Aug. 13, 1918. 
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WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS IN THE WAR 


L AFAYETTE'S lunsman, Lieut.-G)l. Count de Chambrun. in his notable book, "The 
American Army in ^ European Conflict." devotes a chapter to the praise of the 
welfare associations vrorking with our overseas forces. 

"The ffeat welfare associations ought to he made the obj^ of profound study." he 
writes. "We hbpe that some day an author will study this subject and seek out the causes 
of the immense results obtained by these American societies." 

"These societies have, in a great measure, ameliorated the material welfare of our 
comba^ts. but this,perhaps,isooeoftheleast important parts of the work accomplished. 
In mitigating the suflerings tA the victims of war. they have succeeded in maintaining a 
high morale near the front, and have accomplidhed the great result of shortening the 
distance which separates the soldier from his home." 

The leading American welfare associations with the Army and Navy at home.and* 
abroad were: The American National Red Cross! the Youm Men's Christian Asbodation, 
The Knights of Columbus, the Salvation Army, the Young Women's Christiaii Asbociafcion, 
the JewiA Welfare Association and the Amorican Library Association. There also were 
numerous associations formed by Americans for service with the French, such as the 
several American " Amb ul Mi ces." **The American Committee for French Wounded." and 
th^ American Relief Clearing. House. . 

Each of the welfare bodies vrorking with the A. E. F. was penoritted to retain its 
autonomy but. in order to co-ordinate the work. Gen. Pershing decided to place all of 
them under mihupy control. Thus it came about that vrhen one of these associatiotts 
was recognized ofEoatty by the American government, it immediately was militarized and 
placed at the dispos iti on of the Commandcr4n-Chicf by the Secret^ of War. 

Thereupon. Gen. Pershing assigned to each body its role in the Army, and, through 
an oficcr of the General Staff, followed its progress. For instance. General Order No. 26 
prescribed that ^ Red Cross should look afUr the wounded and sick, vdifle the Y.. M. C A 
should occupy itself principally with instruction, amusement, and the moral welfare of 
the troops. 

The larger associations were placed directly under the control of the Commandcr-in- 
Chief. while the smaller ones, such as the Amerk^ Library Association, the Jewish Wetfare 
and the Young Women's Christiafi Association, were afliiiated with the Y. M. C. A. 

Stupendous sums were collected in the United States and spent at home and abroad 
for the American soldier and sailor. The receipts of the various organizations as far as 
obtainable were as follows: 


Red Crom. . $400,000,000 

Y.M.C.A. 125.000.000 

Knights of ColundMis. 28,344,889 

Jewish Welfare Board 

Salvation Army. 2.000.000 

American Library Association. 1,750.000 

Y. W. C. A. 


From the beginning of the war until its dose the Red Crom compr is ed a membership 
of 17,000.000. eidusave of the Junior Red Cross which comprised 9J100.000 school children. 
Henry P. Davison, chairman of the Council of the Amencan Red Cross, estimates that 
8.000.000 women vrere directly or indirectly ezerting themselves for the association during 
the war period. 


In France 9.000 Red Cross workers busied themselves with the soldidr's welfare. 
Count de Chambrun tells in his book that this organization, besides what it did within 
the American lines, distributed food and hot drinks to 250,000 French soldiers weekly, 
distributed 15 million francs ($3,000,000) among needy families of French soldiers, housed 
5.000 r e f ug ees in Paris alone, and oxisthicted 30 canteens which fed 6,000 to 8.000 poOus 
daily. 


In a resume such as this it is pmsihle onlv to indicate the immensity of the whole bv 
reciting a few striking eiamples to illustrate the scale upon which the Red Cross worked. 
In October, 1918, thb organnation furnished Jbeds. medi^ attention and food for at least 
300.000 a day. The number of Red Cross nurses reached 20J100, those speaking French 
being attach^ to French hospitals. 

In September, 1917, Gen. Pershing issued G. 0. N6. 33 in which he said: "The 
Y. M. C. A. wffl be organized as ani^ canteens, of which they are to take the 

place. . . . Conroquently. oIBcers wiU prohibit in the future the opening of army canteens 
where a similar installation is found bckmging to the Y. M. C. A." This arrangement 
relieved the fighting forces of a heavy burden. Gen. Pershing wrote this in a letter to 
the director of the Y. M. C A. in France, in which he said: "The Society, the 

operatien of canteens has given valuable assistance to the espeditkmary forces." In France 
the Y. M. C A. maintained 1,252 huts for ca n teens and recreation haOs, where luzuries 
and hot drinks could be bought and where writing materials, papers, b ooks and amusements 
were free. There were 1,000 huts in the camps at home. A tt e n da n ce at motion pictm 
diows in France totaled 50,000.000 soldiers. Traveling theatrical companies, comprising 
427 actors and actresses, toured the A. E. F. for ttie entertainment of the soldiers. 
Directors of athletic sports looked after physical recreation. After the Armistice the 
Y. M. C. A. contributed largely to the educational work in the Arn^, among other efforts 
being the foundation of the Amy University.at Beaune, attended by a). 000 soldier students. 

The Y. M. C. A. also went into the hotel business on a large scale, operating 73 in 
France alone. Of the 5JI6I active members of the Y. M. C A. in France in January. 
1919. 68 had been decorated or cited by amy commanders for bravery. 

The 765 Knights of Columbus in France conducted 125 canteens, and, like the Red 
Cross, its members also went to the front line trenches with their rolling equipm^ to 
distribute hot drinks, chocolate and cigarettes to the Mtm. This was dm without 
charge. Thir organization paid special attentka to athletic spo^ and it spent large 
sums in the purdbase and distribution among the soldiers of die impieroents ^ our na¬ 
tional giunes. While the K. of C is a Cathm orguiization and offered oppovtu^y to 
soldiers of that faith to practice theis religion, no distinction was made in its hospitality, 
or gifts, between Catholic and Ptotestant, and in like manner the Y. M. C. A.. Salvation 
Amy and Jewish Welfare welcomed and entertained all soldiers without inquiri^ as to 
their creed. After the Armistice the K. of C. used its uneipended funds to maintain a 
vast S 3 rstem of free vocational schools. It has also p rof fe red to the American Legion the 
sum of $5 J100.000. 

The fame of the doughnuts made by the Salvation Amy lassies at the front will 
outlive all the hungry doujhboys who ate them, but the Salvation Amy in France, with a 
personnel of only 500, did much more than bake doughnuts. It maintained 77 motor 
ambulances, conducted 87 hotels for soldiers and sailon, maintained 199 huts and rest 
rooms, and dist ri buted 100,000 parcels of food and elothing. 

It was not until the last months of the war that the Jewish Welfare Board commenced 
its operations in France. Like all the other welfare organizations it threw open the door s 
of its fourteen centers to the soldi^ and generously offered’ cheer and renreshmenti to 
all comers. Especially, ho we ver, it concerned itself with the religious welfare of the 
Jewish soldieri who would otherwise have found dificulty in pfaetking the faith of their 
people. 

Certain French and English organizations were responsible for calling the Y. W. C. A. 
to France. This societv undertook to look after the welfare of the women of all nationali¬ 
ties working for the Armies. Qubs vrere opened for American nurses and telephone 
operators and for the French women who vrere employed by the thousands by the American 
Amy in the Services of Supply. The young women of the Y. W. C. A. did their work so 
weO that the French Mmistcr of Munitions requested them to remain after the war until 
cstabishments similar to their clubs could be organized by French women. 
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Jewish Welfare Board holds holiday Services for men at Camp Hancock, Augusta, Ga. 



Soldiert enjoying a'lliinksciving dumcr at Jcwidi Welfare hut. Seward Park. New York. 


The first Women's Unit sent overseas kw the Jewish WeMare Board. Left to Ri^: 
Mias Esther Rosenleld of Washinaiton. D. C. Rote Littaky of Baltimore, Mss* 
Rebecm Affachiner of Brooklyn Y , ind Matilda Solomon of New 
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The joint distribution committee of the American Fund for Jewish 
War Sufferers. The Chairman was Felix M. Warburg of Kuhn. 


Dedication of U. S. Flags at Jevrish Welfare Board building. Chat 
tanooga. Tenn. 
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Yom Kippur scnrice in France* 


^ of the Vall^ 


by I28di Inf. Obcibieber, Germany. 


A Doughboy*! Barrafe,** ghren 
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Knights of Columbus secretaries, about to depart for France, attend mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York, Sept. 15, 1918. Mgr. Laveilc in center. 


Headquarten of K. C. in Drave^y District, Aug. 6. 1918. This "Cawys" at Fismes distributing chocolate and dgaiettes. 

church was buik in 16th century. 
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I. Johnny Ever* (K. C.) 2. K. C . dcp>ol at Nonsard. At right is T. J. McCarthy of Toledo. This depot was in the 28th Div. area. 3. Maj. James Connelly and Walter 
N. Keman. overseas commissioner. K. C. 4. Chaplain Duval. K. C.. attached to 104th Inf. (formerly 2d. 6th and 8th Mass. Inf.) 26th Div. Chaplain Duval was decorated with D. S. C. for 
caring for wounded under fire at Seicheprey. Photographed April 28. 1918. 


“Uncle Joc,“ Keman, K. C., Utica, N. Y., caring for wounded refugee 
at St. Pierremont. Ardennes. Nov. 7. 1918. 


K. C. dugout at front. 
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American Red Crou outpost at Cheppy, Oct. 10. 1918. The Red Cross established movable canteens at the front to provide with sandwiches and hot drinks the men who could not be reached 
by regular food supplies. During the month which preceded the Armistice the Red Cross provided beds, medical care and food fer an average of 300.000 men a day. 


Digitized by 


Google 


James Simpson of Marshall Field & G>.. Chicago. 2. Mr. Henry P. Davison. President American Red Cross War Commits for Europe. Messrs. 
Simpson and Davison were conspicuous among the great business men of the natm who devoted their talents to the upbuilding of the American Red 
Cross during the War. 


IIarris and E» i»« 
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Capt. Mary Bishop (cutting doughnuts) and Lt. Florence Tarkington 
(with pan) in cheir “P. C.” at Lucey. August 8, 1918. 


Salvation Army canteen at Coblenz, April 4. 1919. 


Men of 26th Div. at Ansauville line up for doughnuts. April 8. 1918. 
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Dr. Bartlett. Y. M. C. A., chatting with wounded soldiers at Chateau 
Thierry. Aug. 13. 1918. 


M. F. Butterworth. Y. M. C. A., and detail of cooks. 104th Inf., 
26th Div.. going forward with supplies. Bois des Eparges., Sept. 
13, 1918. ^ ' 
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Red Cross and Y. M. C. A. at Nonsard, Sept. 13. 1918. Fourth Div. Y. M. C. A. at Cuisy, Oct. 15, 1918. 
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Third Div. soldiers at Y. M. C. A. in Montfaucon, Oct. 17. 1918. R. C. Shreve was in charge. 
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Representatives of the American Library Association distributing books in the base hospital at Camp Travis. Texas. Not only did the Library Asso¬ 
ciation do splendid work in the cantonments in this country, but, by Feb. I. 1919, it sent 1,800,000 books to France. Through an arrangement made by 
( jC!!. Pershing the As.sociation was allowed to ship to France 50 tons of books each month. .. 
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THE MEDICAL CORPS IN THE WAR 

M. D., F. A. C. Sm \9itm Lt. CoL, M. C., U. S. A. 


By LEWIS WINE BREMERMAN, A.M., 

The life of the Army surgeon and the'enlisted personnel of the medical 
cpipa is not one of easy escistence by any means. They are exposed to 

just as many hardships and dangers as 
the fighting forces. During active combat, 
their working hours are not infrequently 
twenty-four hours out of each day. 

The general public have little concep¬ 
tion of the tremendous amount of work 
thrown upon the medical department and 
have practically no realization how im¬ 
portant this work is from the standpoint 
of the efficiency and morale of the fighting 
units. 

A division is ordered into action. The 
medical department immediately prepares 
to handle large numbers of casualties; 
arrangements must be made to evacuate 
them to the rear without interfering in 
any way with the lines of communication bringing supplies and am¬ 
munition to the front. 

Each regiment or component part of the division has its medical 
units, consisting of officers and specially trained enlisted men. Aside 
from these, there is a sanitary train which comprises four field hospitals, 
four ambulance companies and eight camp infirmaries with about forty 
medical officers and approximidely one thousand enlisted personnel. 

All of the medical forces are under the direct command of the division 
surgeon who is responsible to the division commander. The division sur¬ 
geon has an assistant who has under his control the entire sanitary and 
hygienic arrangement of the division. 

Usually the entire division does not operate at one time, parts being 
retained in reserve for emergencies. 

A regiment may be ordered into action—just so soon the medical unit 
of that regiment prepares to set up an aid station for the care of the 
wounded. It must be easily accessible and protected and is usually 
situated in a dugout in or near the front line trenches. It is the duty of 
the officers and enlisted men to convey the wounded to this station and 
administer first aid. Gurying the wounded into the aid station is very 
dangerous work and must be accomplished without interfering in any 
manner with the action of the fighting troops. 

At the aid station stimulants are administered and emergency work 
of a minor character is performed. The wounded are made as com¬ 
fortable as possible for their journey to the rear. Here all cases are 


marked with a diagnosis tag which is made in duplicate, one attached to 
the patient, the other forwarded to the Division Surgeon for the purpose 
of record. The tag bears the name of the wounded Inan, his organiza¬ 
tion, the nature and extent of his injuries and the nature of his t reatm ent, 
if any. 

From the aid station the ‘‘stretcher bearer" section of the ambulance 
company transports the patient by "litter" to the dressing station setup 
and operated by the ambulance company where further care is given, 
together with stimulants and food, if required. 

The dressing station is as close up to the first aid station as possible, 
usually in a dugout so that the "litter" carry will not be too far. No 
operations are performed here as the equipment is not sufficient for this 
work. However, every soldier who has been wounded is given an in- 
jectiqn of serum for the prevention of "lock jaw" and special care for tfie 
prevention of "gas gangrene." These proc^ures reduce the chances of 
mortality among the wounded to a minimum. 

The ambulance company also operates a station for slightly wounded 
where this type of case may be treated and returned to immediate duty. 

Ambulances usually proceed to the dressing station so that wounded 
who accumulate here may be transported to the Field Hospital. The 
ambulance service is part of the duties of the mbulan^e company and 
is very dangerous work, as frequently, the roads are being "shelled" and 
it is not uncommon that an ambulance is a direct "hit." G>nsequently. 
a considerable amount of this work is done at night. Driving an am¬ 
bulance at night without lights, over a road congested with all sorts of 
transportation, frequently filled with shell holes, requires great ex¬ 
perience and care. 

It was proven that the best results were obtained when the wounded 
were operated upon at the earliest possible moment; consequently, the 
field hospitals were utilized for this purpose. All abdominal operations, 
amputations, the handling of skull fractures, and the cleaning out of 
shrapnel wounds were done here. There was such a great amount of 
work to be done that it was beyond the endurance of the ordinary per¬ 
sonnel of the hospital. G>ns^uently, mobile operating units, con¬ 
sisting of suigical teams, nurses and standard operating equipment were 
sent forward to aid in this work. 

At the field jiospital was established a "sorting station" or triage 
as it was termed where the various types of casualties were sorted. 
Those requiring no immediate attention were evacuated at once, thus 
relieving ^e edngestion which would occur if this was not done. 

With the limited capacity of the field hospital it was absolutely nec¬ 
essary to give the patients proper treatment and send them on their way 



Lt.Col. L. W. Brem^raian 





to the rear as soon as possible. The stay of the patient was no longer 
than 48 hours at the field hospital. 

During severe action, patients were being brought into the hospital 
so rapidly that it was not uncommon for operating teams to work con¬ 
tinually, for hours at a time, without rest, to prevent congestion and 
crowding, delays meaning increased mortality. 

' From the field hospital the wounded were taken to the evacuation 
/ hospital, their transportation falling upon the evacuation ambulance 
/ company. These evacuation hospitals were situated for the most part 
/ out of the danger zone and were operated either in buildings or under 
canvas. Here the patient has Im first real rest, as, up to this time, he is 
on the move. Fuither records are made, dressings are renewed, and 
everything done to make the patient comfortable and happy. He can 
rest here for several days away from the nerve wrecking hustle and 
1 bustle, noise and dangers of connibat. Just as soon as he is fit for travel, 

\ he is transported to the base hospital by e^gantly famished and thor¬ 
oughly equipped hospital trains. 

At the base hospitals, operated usually in especially constructed 
modem buildings, the wounded were given just as scientific treatment 
and care as could be obtained in any of our large city hospitals. Here 
reconstruction operations were performed, as bone work, operations on 
the face and other more delicate work which would have been impossible 
further to the .front. Here also the various cases fell into the hands of 
specialists, and every effort was made for their rapid and complete recovery. 

A base homital is comprised of 2,000 beds with an ample number of 
medical men, female nurses and enlisted personnel to give proper atten¬ 
tion to the sick and wounded! The magnitude of* the hospital depart¬ 


ment may be grasped when one group of base hospitals consisted of 40,000 
beds. There were many smaller groups scattered all over France. 

Just as soon as the patient was able to be up and about he was sent 
to rest centers or convalescent camps which were situated in some of the 
most attractive sections of the country, where every care was given for 
their speedy recovery. 

The fifteen per cent of the casualties who were so disabled as. to be 
non-effective for further duty were transported to the U. S. by hospital 
ships where special hospitals for their care were constructed. 

When it is realized that not only must the wounded,receive proper 
care but those suffering with diseases must be given attention, one can ** 
readily see the tremendous amount of work thrown upon the medical 
departoent, particularly when many new diseases were concomitant 
with modern war, as trench fever, trench feet, shell shock, body parasites 
and pandemics of influenza. This latter produced particular havoc in 
the armies in France and America. 

The Great War was the bloodiest of any of the wars of history. Two 
men were killed or died of disease for every one hundred soldiers in our 
army and for every man killed, seven men were wounded. Of these 
latter, only six per cent died from their wounds, while 85 per cent were 
returned to duty. 

These statistics go far to prove the efficacy of the medical department. 
When the records show that* over 33,000 of our physicians and surgeons, 
many of whom were specialists of intematioiyd reputation, volunteered 
their services, the wonderful results obtained funiisfr a glo%ring com¬ 
mentary upon American medicine and surgery. 
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First aid in rear of the front line. 


First Lieutenants William A. Howell (left) and Lautell Lugar attending a wounded soldier near Jaulny, Meurthe et Moselle, 
Oct. 27. 1918. Note the diagnosis tag that has been attached to the soldier’s coat. 
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Gassed soldiers at Field Hospital Number 13, July 2. 1918. 


wounoea soldier or lUM Int., zoth L/iv. being earned through trench 
to dressing sUtion near Bois des Eparges, Sept.. 12. 1918. 






















Men of the 27th Ambulance G>mpany, 3d Div., 


receiving wounded on the outskirts of Nantillois, Oct. 
heavy toll of men in this sector. 


12, 1918. Gas, machine guns and shrapnel took a 
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These gallant lads hailed from Missouri and Kansas. 
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Stricken soldiers of the 35th Div. being cared for at a dressing station near Cheppy, Sept. 28. 
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Group ot patients, nurses and officers, in front of Base Hospital Staff and personnel at Le Golf Hotel. Base Hospital No. 99. hront 

No. 36. Vittel. |une 22. 1918. row, left to right: Maj. F. C. Warnehuis. C. 0.; Capt. D. S. Conley; 

Lt.s. S. B Powlowski; J. M. Fraser; A. A. Rayle. Hyere.s. France. 
Feb. 13. 1919. 



The triage, or sorting station, of 117th San. Tr. at Suippes. 
July 17. 1918. 


One method of transporting wounded from the line. 137th Amb. Co., 
Camp de Galbert. Aug. 31. 1918. 
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Surgical Ward of Base Hospital at Camp Bowie, Fort Worth, Texas. Inset: Capt. Burton Haseltine of Base Hospital 28, Ft. Sheridan. Through¬ 
out the nation the best surgeons and medical men readily gave up their practice to serve. 
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Harry Dorsey, 28th Div., being cared for by Sgts. W. S. Petrie and 
Jerome Siegrist at Epinonville, Oct. 5, 1918, 


This wounded soldier has just been brought into the dressing station 
from the line. 



Operating room of Hospital Unit 116, Aulnois-sous-Vertuzev, June 
20. 1918. Lt. Col. Wolkes and Maj. Holt in charge. 


Delousing machine at Raulecourt, June 6, 1918. 
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Base Hospital No. 46, Bazoilles>sur-Mcuse. 2. Showing soldier's legs burned by mustard gas. Red Cross Hospital No. 9, Paris, Sept. 18. 1918. 

4. Gas patients of Ward 7, A. R. C. Hcmital No. 5. Auteuil, Paris, 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 


3. Patients taking sun bath at A. R. C. Hospital No. 5, Auteuil, Paris, June 28, 1918. 
June 28. 1918. 
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In none of the armies was greater and better care taken of the soldiers’ teeth than in the A. E. F. 
First U. S. Depot Division. St. Aignan, Loire et Cher. Photographed November II, 1918. 


This was the main operating room. Oental Infirmary. 
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This soldier. Private Lyouis Valiet of the French Army, suffered a gunshot wound in the right thigK Oct. 26. 1918. The photograph was made Jan. 11. 1919, 
at American Red Cross Hospital No. 2. Paris, to show the device used in the integration of ^e fractured thigh bone. 
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THE COMBAT DIVISIONS 

(Record, compiled from the file, of the Hietorical Branch, War PI.iw Divi.ion. Gene^ Staff Corp., Uni^ ^te. Army; 
major oporationa data from “BattU Partlcipationa" publUhad by the Adjutant General a omce). 


major operationa data 

First DMsion 

Commsndm; Msj. Ccn. W. L. Sftxrt UMoied) June ftOec. 12. 
1917: Msi. Ccn. it L. BdUni (s«iviedrD^I3. I917-J«ilv. 1918; 
Msj. Coi. C. P. SiiMcraU (■wigwd) July 14. l9l8X>ct. 12. 1918: 
Brig. Geo. F. E. Bandoni (temporary) Oct. 12. 19180ct. 24. 1918; 
Brig. Gen. Frank Parker (tcnmorary) Oct. 24, l9l8<Nov. M, 1918. 
Where trained in U. S.: Regular Army troopa. 

Date landed in France: June 26>Ju^ 6. 191/7 
'Fraaeh Training Area: Gondreooart. Valdahon. 

Date entered line: Oct. 21. 1917. Limevilic Sector. 

Major Operationa: Montdicher-Noyon ddenaive. Amie-Mame. St. 

MikiA Meuae-Argonne. 

Caaittitiea: 26.332. 

J^Monera Captured: 6,661. 

D. S. C.*a: 493. 

Date sailed for home: Aug. 25. 1919. 

Sn e o n d Dirlaion 

Conurandera: Brig. Geo. C. A. Dosren (U. S. M. C.) (temporary) 
Oct. 6. l9l7Tloar. ^ 1917: Maj. Cen^^Otoar Bundy (aaatgned) 
Nov. 8. I9i7'july 15. 1918 B^. Gen. J. G. Harbord (tempora^) 
July 15. 1918-July 25. 1918: k^j. Ccn. J. A. Le Jeune (U. S. M.C.) 
July 25^. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Regular Army and Marine Corpa troopa. 

Date landed in France: July 27. 1917-Mar. 15. 1918. 

French Training Area: Bourroont. Valdahon. 
entmd line: Mar. 16. 1918. 

Major Operationa: Aiane Defenaive. AianeMame. St. Mihiel. Meuae- 
Argenne. a.. 

Caauakiea: 25.076. 

Priaonera Captured: 12.026. 

D.S.C.*a: 686. 

Date sailed for hbme: July 25, 1919. 

Third Division 

Comm an ders; Maj. Ccn. J. T. Dirkman (aaaigned) Nov. 22. 1917- 
Aug. 18. 1918; Brig. J. A. Irons (temporary) Feb. 27. I9I8> 
Mar. 9. 1918 (temporary) Mar. lO-Mar. 18. 1918: Col. Alexander 
Ovenabine (tenaporary) Mar. 18. l9l8^Apr. 12. 1918: Brig. Gtn. 
F. W. Staden (temporary) Aug. 18. I9l8^ug. 25. 1918; k^j. Gen. 
B. B. Buck (aaaigned) Aug. 25. l9l8X>ct. 17. 1918: Brig. Gen. 
PreatM Broom (temporary) Oct. 17. 1918-Nov. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp Greene. N. C. 

Date landed in France: Dec. 20. I9l8>k^y 12. 1918. 

French Trainii^ Area; Chateau villain. Coi^uidan. 

Date entered lim: kday 31. Chateau Thierry. 

Major Operationa: Somme Defenaive (Drtackment 6th Enfineers); 
Aiane Defenaive; Champagne-Mame Defenaive: Aianc-Marne 
Offensive: St. kdUtiel (RaMve): kdeuae-Argonne. 

Casualties: 16.117. 

Priaonera C^ured: 2 J40. 

Priaonera: 432. 

D.S.C.'a: 432. 

Date sailed for home: Aug. 14. 1919. 

Fourth Division 

Conunandera: Maj. Gen. G. H. Cameron (assigned) Dec. 10. 1917- 
Aug. 24. 1918 (temporary) Oct. 17. 1918^1. 24. 1918: Elrig. Gen. 
B. W. Poore (temporary) Aug. 24. 1918-Aug. 31. 1918: Oct. 24. 
I9l^l^v. 7. 1918: Maj. Gen. J. L. Hines (assigned) Aug. 31. 191A 
Oct. 17. 1918: Maj. Cm. M. L. Hctaey (assigned) Nov. 7. 1918- 
Nov. II. 1918. 

Where trahied in U. S.: Camp Greene. N. C. 

Date landed in France: kday 10. l9lA-June 8. 1918. 

Freixh training area: Samur. Souge. 

Date entered line: Aug. 2-3. Chateau-Thierry. 

Major Operationa: Chammi^Mame Defenaive (In Reserve); Aisne- 
Marw Offensive; St. Mihiel: kdeuae-Argonne. 

Casualties: 14.183. 

Prisoners Captured: 2.756. 

D. S. C.*s: 169. 

Date sailed for horo^: July 24. 1919. 


Fifth Division 

Commanders: kdaj. Gen. C. H. Muir (aseiwd) Doc. II. l9l7>Oec. 
13. 1917: kfhj. Gen. J. E. kffcMahon raasl^) Doe. 13. 1917. 
Oct. 17. 1918: U. Col. R. E. Ingram (temporary) Mar. 30. 1918. 
Apr. I. 1918; Lt. Col. 1C. T. Smith (tengnirary) Apr. l.l9l8May 
4. 1918; Maj. Gen. Hanson E. Ely (aasivmd) Oct. 17. 1918^. 
II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp Logan. Ttx. 

Dwe landed in France: Mar. 20. r9l8.June 19. 1918. 

Fraaeh traming area: Bar-our.Aiihe. Valdahon. 

Date entered fiaea: June 14. 1918. Vosges Sector. ■ 
kffajor OpcratioiM: at. Mihiel. k4euse.Arganne. 

Casualties: 9.883. 

IVis u nei s Capfairad: 2.356. 

D.S.C*s: 203. 

Date sailed for home; July 13. 1919. 

Sixth Dhriaion 

Conunandera: CoL J. N. Pickering (tenaporary) Dec. 13. 1917-Dec. 
29. 1917; Brig. Gen. J. B. Irwin (temporary) Now. I. 19l7-|uly 
31. 1918; k^. Gen. J. D. Lcitch (temporary) April. 1918: Maj. 
Gen. W. H. Gmdon (asaivied) Aug. irmB-Nov. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp kdcClelm. Ala. 

Date landed in France: kday 12. 1918-July 26i, 1918. 

French training area: Chateauvillain. Valdahon. 

Date entered line: Aug. 28. 1918. Vosges Sector, 
kdajor Operations: kdeuse-Argonne. 

CaMulties: 576. 
ft is oner s Captured: 12. 

D.S.C.S: 15. 

Date sailed for home: Jurte 3. 1919. 

Ssvsnth Divlaion 

Commanders: Brig. Gen. T. N. Horn (t em por a ry) Dec. 22. 1917- 
kfhy 20. 1918; Brig. Gen. C. H. Barth, kday 20. 19l8Dct. 24. 1918; 
Brig. Gen. Lutz Wahl Oct. 25. l9l8Dct. 27. 1918; k4aj. Ccn. Edmund 
Wittenmeyer (assigned) Oct. 28. l918Nov. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp MscArthur. Tex. 

Date landed in France: Aug. 6. 1918-S^t. 3. 1918. 

French training area: Ancy-le-Franc. Camp kdeucon. 

Date entered Ime: Oct. 10. 1918, Puvenelle Sector, 
kdajor Operations: 

Casualties: 1.693. 

Prisoners Captured: 69. 

D. S. C.’s: 37. 

Date sailed for home: June |2. 1918. 

Ttosnty-flixth Division 

Commanders: kdaj. Gen. C. R. Edwards (assigned) SemC. 13. 1917* 
Oct. 25. 1918: Brig. Gen. P. E. Traub (temporary) 6ct. 31. 1917- 
Nov. II, 1917: (temporary) Nov. 30. l9l77Brig. Gen. C. N. Cole 
(temporary) July. 1918: Brig. Gto. Frank E. Bamford (temporary) 
Oct. 19. I9I8440V. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: N. G. troops organized at Boston plus NA. 
quota from Camp Devans. 

Date landed in France: W. 20. 1917-Nov. 12. 1917. 

French training area; Neufehateau Coetquidan. 

D^te entered line: Feb. 6. 1917. Toul Sector. 

Major Operations: Aitne-kdarne Offensive. St. kdihiel, kdeuse-Argonne. 
Casualties: 11.325. 

PrisoncTi C:aptured: 3.148. 

D.S.C.S; 281. 

Date sailed for home: k4ar. 27. 1919. 


Twonty aav wn th Division 


Commanders: Maj. Gen. Jolm O*^ (asrigned) Aug. 25. 1917- 
Nov. 11. 1918: Brig. G^ C. H. Phu^ (t e aaporaiy) Sc^ 19. 1917- 
Dee. 5. 1917: Dee. 22. 1917-Oec. 28. 191771^ GA^UkAkhie 
(temporary) Apr. 29. 19IAJune 5. 1918. 

Where trainad in lT S.: Csap Wadswordt, S. C.. N. Y. N. G. troops. 
^ landed in France: kl^. I918.jiily 12. 1918. 

am de Souge. 






Where trainad in 0. S.: Camp Wadswordt, S. C.. N. Y. N. G. troops. 

^ landed in France: kl^. I918.jiih 12. 1918. 

French tramiag area: Dept, of SoaBme. Camp de Souge. 

0^ c(ntcred line: July 9. 1918. Did w b u s h Lake and Sc h crpeuberi 
Sectors. 

kffajor Operarions: Yprea-Lys Offensive. Sooune OSensivc. kleuse- 
Argoiuie (Art. only). 

Casualties: 8.986. 

ftis u nei s Captured: 2357. 

D.S.C.*a: 181. 

Date sailed for home: Feb. 27. 1919. 

Twonty-oiyhth Dhriaion 

C o mman ders; Maj. Gen. C. M. Clement (asaivicd) Aug. 25. 1917- 
Sept. 17. 1917: Brig. Gen. W. B. Price (tcngiorary) Sept. 17. 1917- 
Oet. 28. 1917; Brig. Gen. F. W. SrihreH (tengiorary) Oct. 28. 1917- 
Dec. 5. 1917; kfhj. Gen. C. H. Muir (assigned) Dee. 15. 1917- 
Oct. 24. 1918; kfhj. Ckn. W. R Hoy (asrirmd) Oct. 24. 1918- 
Nov. 11, 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Canm Hancock. Ga., Pcrni. N. C. troopa. 

Date landed in France: kif^4. 1918-June 11. 1918. 

Traimng area: Sc. Omar. Vicinity of Pw. Camp kffeuoon. 

Date emered line: July 7, Chateau-Thierry Sector. 

kiajor Operations: Oi a ngi og n e - Mame Defensive.'Aisne-Marne Offen¬ 
sive. Oise-Aisae Offensive. kdeusc-Argonne Offensive, Yprea-Lys 
Offmsive (artillery). 

Casualties: 13.960. 

Prisoners Captured: 921. 

D. S. C. s: 138. 

Date sailed for home: Apr. 28. 1919. 

Twonty-ninth Division 

Commander*: kffaj. Ccn. C. G. kdorton (assigned) Aug. 25. 1917- 
Nov. II. 1918; Brig. Gen. C. W. Barber (tengiorary) July 26. 1917- 
Aiig. 25. 1917: B^. Gen. W. C. Rafferty (temporary) Sept. 23. 
1917-Dec. 6. 1917. 

Where trained m U. S.: Camp McClellan. Ala.. N. G. troopa of D. C.. 
N. J.. Md. and Va.. 

Date landed in France: June 8. I9t8-July 22. 1918. 

French training area: Potboy. 

Date entered ime: Aug. 19. 1918. Center Sector (Upper Alsace). 

k4ajor Operations: Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualties: 6.159. 

Prisoners Captured: 2.187. 

D S C ’s‘ l59 

Date sailed for home: kday 6, 1919. 

Thirtioth Division 

Commandert: k4aj. Gen. J. F. Morrison (assigned) Sept. 1. 1917- 
Sept. 19. 1917: Brig. Gen. W. S. Scott (temporory) S^ 19. 1917- 
Oct. 17. 1917: k4aj. Gen. C. P. Townsley (temporary) Oct. 15. 1917- 
Apr. Z7. 1918; Maj. Gen. G^ W. Re(^ (ai^pwd) Apr. 77, 1918- 
Ai^ 10. 1918: F^j. Gen. E. M. Lewis (assigned) Aug. 19. 1918- 
Nov. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp Sevier. S. C., N. G. troops of N, C. S. C. 
and Tom. 

Date landed in France: k4av 14. 1918-June 24. 1918. 

French training area: Eperlecques. Coetquidan. 

Date entered line: AufTTS. 1918 Canal Sactor (Ypres). 

Major Operations: Yprea-Lys Offensive. Somme Offensive. St. Mihiel 
(Art. only). Meuse-Argonne (A/t. only). 

Casuah'ies: A954. 

Prisoners Captored: 3.848. 

D.S.C s; 307. 

Date saiM for home: Mar. 18. 1919. 
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Thirt y • >conJ Division 

Cororoarnkn: Ms). Gen. J. K'. Psiker (anitned) Aug. 26. 1917-Obc. 8. 
1917; Mai. Gen. W. 6. Haan (tcraporary) Sept. 19. I9l74>ec. 8. 
1917; (assigned) Dec. 8. 1917-Nov. 11, 1918; Brig. Gen. C. R. Board- 
man (temporary); Feb. 23. 1918-Mar. B, 1918; Brig. G^ L. C. 
CoveU (temporal) Mar. 8. 1918-Mar. II. 1918.. 

Where train^ in U. S.: Camp MacArthur. Tex.. N. G. troops of Wis. 
and Mich. 

Date landed in France: Feb. 6, 1918. 

French Trainmg Area: I9lh Training Area. 

Date cnteredUiw: May 18.1918. La Chapelle Sector, l^iper Alsace. 
Major Operations: Aisne-Mame Offensive. Oise-Aisne Offensive. 

Meine-Arnonne Offensive. 

Casualties: 13392. 

Prhoners Captured: 2.133. 

D.S.C.S: 245. 

Date saiU for home; Apr. 27. 1919. 


Thlrty-third Division 

Conunanders: Maj. Gen. George Bell. Jr. (assigned) Aug. 16. 1917- 
Nov. II. 1918: Brig. Gen. H. D. Todd. Jr. (temporary) Sn>t. 17. 
1917 Dec. 7. 1917. 

Where trained in U. S.; Camp Logan. Tea.. N. G. and N. A. troops of IH. 
Date landed in France: May 18. 1918. June 16, 1918. 

Fraich training area: Eu and Amiens S^tor. Omans and Valdahon. 
Date entered Ime: July 4. 1918. Hamel. 

Major Operatiom: Amief» Sector (Hamel). Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualties: 7325.' 

Prisoners Captured: 3.987. 

D.S.C. s; 202. 

Date sailed for home: May 9,1919. 


Thirty-filth Division 

Commanders; Maj. Gen. W. M. Wright (assigned) Aug. 25, 1917- 
Apr. 6.1918; Bm Gen. L. G. Ber^ (temporary) S^. 18. 1917- 
Dec. 22, 1917; Brig. Gen. C. I. Martin (temporary) 22. 1917- 
Jan. 4, 1918: Brig. Gen. N. F. McChare (temporary) June 15. 1918- 
July 20. 1918; Maj. Gen. Peter E. Traub (smi pnrl) J«4y 2XK 1918- 
fiov. 11.1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp Doniphan. OUa.. N. G. troops of Mo. 
and Kans. 

Date landed in France: May 11. 1918-June 8. 1918. 

French training area: Eu. 

Date cnleredltne: June 30. 1918. Gerardmer Sector. 

Major OinrstisM; St. Mihiel (Reserve). Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualties: 7383. 

PrisotKTs Captured: 781. 

D.S.C.’s: 85. 

Dale saM for home: Apr. 8. 1919. 


Thirty-sixth Division 

Commanders: Mai, Gen. E. St. J. Greble (assigned) Aug. 24. 1917- 
Aug. 2, 1918; Brig. Gen. Geo. Blakely (temporary) Sept. 18. 1917- 
Dec. 6. 1917; Maj. Gen. W. R. Ssnilh (assipwd) Aug. 3. 1918- 
Nor. II 1918. 

Where tram^ in U. S.: Camp Bowie. Tex.. N. C. troops of Tem and 
Ohio. 

Date lanM in France: May 31. 19l8Aug. 12, 1918. 

French training area: Bar-Sur-Aube, Coetquidan. 

Chte entered line: Oct. 6. 1918. St. Etienne Sector. 

Major Operations: St. Mihiel (Engrs.). Meuse-Argomie ( Ch a m pa gn e). 
Casualties: 2328. 

Prisoners Captoired: 549. 

D.S.C.'sr 39. 

Date sailed for home: May 23. 1919. 



' Thirt y a n vnnth Division 

Commanders: Brig. Gen. W. R. Smith (tcmporaiy) Aug. 25. 1917- 
Dec. 4. 1917; Maj. Gen. C G. Treat (assigned) Dk. 5. l917Jlpr. 4. 
1918: Maj. G^ C. S. Famsvro^. AmTx 1918-Nov. 11. 1918. 
Where trained in U. S.: Camp Sheridan, Ala.. N. G. troops of Ohio. 

D^ landed in France: June 18. 1918-July 21. 1918. 

French training area: Bourraont. Camp de Souge. 

Date entered line: Aug. 4, 1918. Baccarat Sector. 

Major Operations: Mnne-Argonne. Yprea-Lys. 

Casualties: 5343. 

Pisoners Captured: 1.495. 

D.S.C.*s: sir 

Date sailed for home: Mar. 15. 1919. 

F or ty 'Sneo n d Division 

Commanders: Maj. Gen. W. A. Marni (assigned) Sept. 17. 1917-Dec. 
14. 1917; Maj. Gen. C. T. Menoher (assigned) Dec. 14. 1917-Nov. 
11.1918. 

Where trained in U. S.; Camp Mills. N. G. troops of 26 states and D. C 
Chte landed in France: Nov. I. 1917-Dec. 3. 1917. 

French training area: Vancoulcurs. Coetquidan. 

Date entered Ime: Feb. 21. 1918. Luneville Sector. 

Major operations: Champagne-Mame Defensive. Aisne-Marne Offen¬ 
sive. St. MihieU Meuse-Argonne. 

CasuaKies: 13.919. 

Prisoners Captured; 1317. 

D.S.C.’s: 243. 

Date sailed for home: Apr. 17. 1919. 

Snvntyi aovn n th Division 

Commanders: Maj. Gen. Franklin J. Bell (assivied)' Am. 18. 1917- 
Mar. 2B. 1918; Brig. Gen, E. M. Johnson (tennporary) Dk; I. 1917- 
Mar. 4. 1918 (temporary) Mtf. 28. l9l8May 8. 1918; Maj. G^ 
G. B. Dimm (assined) May 8. 1918-Aug. 28. 1918: ^). Gen. 
Robt. Alexander (xm^) Aug. 28. 1918-Nov. 11. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: Caanp Upton. 

I^te landed in France: Apr. ITA^y 12. 1918. 

French training area: Pas de Calais. Camp de Souge. 

Dsle entered Inar: A^ 11-12. 1918. Bneevat Sectw. 

Major Operations: Oise-Aisne Offensive. Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualties: 10.497. 

Prisoners Captured; 750. 

D.S.C. S: 211. 

Date sailed for home: Apr. 17. 1918. 

Snvnnty-nighth Division 

Commanders: Maj. Gen. C. W. Kennecy (assigned) Aug. 23. 1917 -Dk. 
27. 1917; Brig. Gen. J. S. Mallory (temporary) Nov. 29. i9i7-DK. 
27. 1917: Mm. Gen. H. L. ScoU (assigned) 6tc. 28. m8Mar. 15^ 
1918; B^. G^ J. T. Bean ( te mpor a ry) Mar. 16. 1918^^. 20, ^ 
1918: Mai. Gen. J.K. McRae (assivied) A^. 20.19l8-f^. iTT 1918. 
Where trained in U. S.: Camp Dix. 

Date landed in France: May 18. 19l8.June 12. 1918. 

French training area: Nielles-les-Blequin. Camp de Mcuoon. 

Date entered Inn: Sept. 16. 1918. Lnney Sector. 

Major Operations: St. MOdrl (reserve). MeuaeArgonne. 

Casualties: 7345. 

Prisoners Captared: 432. 

D.S.C.V 116. 

Date sailed for home:. May 24. 1919. 

Ssvonty-nlnth Division 

Commanders: Maj. Gen. I. E. Kuhn (assigned) Aug. 25. 1917-Nov. 
II. 1918; Brig. Gen. Wm. Nichobon (tengwrary) Nov. 25. 1917- 
Feb. 17.1918. 

Where trained in U.S.; CampMesde. 

Date landed in France: July 12-Aug. 3. 1918. 

French training area: Ptnuosey. La Courlinc. 

Date entered Um: 16. 1918. Montfauoon Sector. 

M a j or Operations: Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualtim: 7.457. 

Prisoners Capnved: 1.120. 

D.S C.*s: 907 

Date sailed for home: May 18. 1919. 


Eichtloth Division 

Conunanders: Maj. Gen. A. Cronkhite (assigned) Nov. 9. 1917-Nov. 
II. 1918: Eirig. Gen. L. M. Brett (temporary) Nov. 26. 1917-1^. 
27. 1917: Brig. Gen. C. S. Farnsworth (temporary) Dec. 27. 1917- 
Jam^l^ 1918; Brig. Gen. L. M. BreU ( t empor a ry) Jan. I. l9l8<Mar. 

Where trahi^ in U. S.: Camp Lee. 

Date landed in France: May 23. I9l83une I. 1918. 

French training area: Samcr. Redon. Coetquidan. Meuoon. 

Date entered hne: . 

Major Operatians: St. Mffiiel (Reserve). Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualties: 6.132. 

INisoners Camured; 1.813. 

D. S. C.*s: M, 

Date sailed for home: May 17. 1919. 

Eighty-first Division 

Conunanders: Maj. Gen. F. H. French (assigned) Aug. 23. 1917; Brig. 
Gen. C. H. Barth (tesaporary) Aug. 25. l9l7-Oct. 8. 1917 (tengMsary) 
Nov. 24, 1917-Oec. 28. 1917; Br^ Gm. G. W. Mclver (teanporary) 
Che. 28. 1917-Mar. II. 1918: Maj. Gen. C. J. Bail^ (temporary) 
Oct. 8. 1917-Nov. 24. 1917 (assigned) Nov. 25. 1917-^. lTl9l8. 
Whe#e trahied in U. S.: Camp Jackm. 

Date landed in France: Aug. ISAug. 25. 1918. 

Freitch training area: Tonnerre. 

Dh te entered line: S^. 20. 1918: St. Die Sector. 

Major Operitions: Meuse-Argonne. 

Casualties: 1.224. 

Pris o ner s Captured: 101. 

D.S.C. S: 23. 

Date sailed for home: June I. 1919. 

Eighty o sconJ Division 

Coirmanders: Maj. Gen. Eben Swift (assigned) Aug. 25. 1917-May II. 
1918; Brig. Gen. J. B. Erwin (temporary) Nov. 24. 1917-1^. 26, 
1917; B^. Gen- W. P. BwnhM (temporary) Dm. 2B, 1917-Msr. 
22. 1918 (aasigped) May 13, 19l80ict. 5, 1918 (temporary) Mar. 
27. 1918-May 13. 1918; l^j. Geo. B. Duncan (assigned) Oct. 
5. I9I8440V. II. 1918. 

Where trained in U. S.: G ordo n . 

Date landed in France: Ma^ I9l8.july 12.1918. 

French training area: Escarbotin. La Courtine^ 

Date entered lane: June 25. 1918. Toul Sector. 

Major Operations: St. MhieL Meuae-Argomae. 

Casualties: 7346. 

Prisoners Captured: 845. 

D.S.Cs;^A 

D^ sailed fm home: May 9. 1919. 

Eighty-oighth Division 

Conunanders: Mi^ Gen. Ed. H. Phmuner. Aug. 25. 1917-Nov. 26. 1917; 
Brig. Gen. rTN. Getty. Nov. 26^ 1917-Feb. 9. 1918: Maj. Gen. Ed. 
R Phumuer. Feb. 19. l9l8Alar. 14. 1918; Brig. Gen. R. N. Getty. 
Mar. 15. 1918-May 23. 1918; Br^ Gen. Wm. D. Beach. May 24. 
19l8.Scpt. 28. 1918: Maj. Gen. Wm. WeU Sept. 28. 191AOtt. 
24. l^Brig. Gen. Wm. D. Bench. OctVX lOIANov. 7. 1918: 
Maj. Gsaa Wm. WsM Nov. 7. lOifiNon. U, I9IE 
Where trained ha U. STfamp Dodge. 

Date landed in France: £g7iSept. 9. 1918. 

French training area: Sanaur^Bordeoux. 

Datsoatcradlm: Sept. 23. ^8. HsialcAlaace. 

Major Operathuas: Aisne-Marne Offens i ve (Art. otaly). Oise-Aism 
Offensive (Art. only). Meuse-Argomae (Art- otaly). 

Casualties: 93. 

Prisoners Captured: 3. 

D.S.Cs: IL 

Date sailed for home; May. 1919. 




Einht y - ^ fa i th Division 

muAtn: Gen. LeoMnl Wood (snign^) Auf. 27. W7.M»y 24. 

1918: Gen. F. L. Winn ^ w 

1918 (temporary) May 24, l9l8.Sept. 6. 1918; Maj. Gen. W. M. 
Wright (aaainied) Sept. 6, 1918-Nov. II. 1918. 

Where tramed bU. S.: Camp Fuintoo. 

Date tailed in France: June 11. 1918. July 10. 1918. 

French training area: Reynel. Souge. 

Date entered Ime: Aug. 4. 1918. Lucey Sector. 

Major Operationa: St. Mihiel. Meuae^Argonne. 

Camahiet: 7J9I. 

Priaoners Captured: 5.061. 

D.S.C.’a: 139. 

Date sailed for home: May 19. 1919. 

Ninetieth Divisitm 

Commanders: Maj. Gen. Henry T. Allen (assigned) Aug. 25. I JI7-Nov. 
I). 1918; Brig. Gen. Joseph A. Gaston (temporary) Nov. 22. 1917- 
Dec. 27. 1917: Brig. Gen. W. R Johnston (temporary) Dec. 27. 
1917-Mar. 1.1917. 

Where trained in U. S.: Camp Travis. . . _ ^ ^ 

Date landed in France: June 23, 1918: Juhr 17, 1918. 

French training area: Aignay-ie-Duc. Le Coumeau. 

Ibte entered line: August 24. 1918. Toul Sector. 


Major Operations: St. Mihiel. Meuse-Argonne. 
Casualties: 7.277. 

Prisaners Captured: 1.876. 

D.S.C.*s: 90. 

Date sailed for home: May 28. 1919. 


NInnty-first Division 

Commanders: Major Gen. H. A. Greene (aasigned) August 1917- 
June 19. 1918; Brig. Gen. J. A. Irons (temporary). Nov. 24. 1917- 
Dec. 25, 1917; Brig. Gm. F. S. Foltc (temporary) Dec. 25, 1917- 
Mar. 2. 1918; (temporary) June 19, l9l8.Aug. 31. 1918; Maj. Gen. 
W. H. Johnston (assigned) Aug. 31, i9l8-Nov. II. 1918. 

Where trainM in U. S.; Camp Lewu. 

Date landed in France: July 14. 1918, July 26. 1918. 

French training area: 86th Training Area. Clermont-Ferrand. 

Date entered line: Swtember 26. 1918. 

Major Operations: St. Mihiel (reserve). Meuse-Argonne. Ypres-Lys. 


Casualties: 5.838. 
Prisoners Captured: 
D.S.C.s: 150. 
Date sailed for home: 


2.412. 

Mar. -AprU. 1919. 


Ninoty-ssooiMi Division 

Commanders: Brig. Gen. C. C. Ballou (assigned) Oct. 30. 1917-No.v. 
11,1918. 


Where trained in U. S.: Camps Funston. Grant. Dodge, l^iton. Meade. 
Dia (Colored trooos). 

Date lanld in France: June 19. 1918. JuU 18. 1918. 

French training area: Haute-Mame. La Courtine. 

Date entered line: Aug. 29. 1918. 

Major Operatiom: &. Mihiel (317th F. Signal Bn.). Meuse-Argonne. 
Ninoty-third Division 

Comnunders: Brig. Gen. Roy M. Hoffman to Nov. 11. 1918. 

Where trained in 0. S.: Camp Stuart (Newport News). 

Date landed in France: April. 1918. 

French training area: Auhe. 

D^te entered line: April 8-July 26. 1918. Champagne (369th likf.); 

Soisaons (370th lid.): Verdun (371st Inf.); Arponne (372nd Inf.). 
Major Operations: 369th Infantry (Champagne-Mame Defensive. 
Aune-Mame Offmsive,- Meuse-ArfHine (Champagne)—370th In¬ 
fantry (Oise-Aiane Offensive). 371st Infantry (Meuse-Argonne 
(Champagne)— 372nd Infantry (Meuse-Argonne (Champagne.) 
Casualties: 3.368. 

D. S. C.’s: 70. (The four regknents also received many French decor¬ 
ations.) 

Date sailed for home: February 2-3. 1919. 

•The 93rd (colored) Division c ompri s ed only the 369th. ^Oth. ^Ist 
and 372nd Infantry Regiments which were farifpMled and op erat ed entirely 
with the French. 



3^ar CSoh anb CHoutttrg 

Sot tfWi anil CsuntTp, toe associate ourselbes togetlier for ttie following purpo^nt: 
tCo uplioll) anil befenli tbe Constitution of ttft Wniteb Iblates of iSmerica; to maintain tats 
anb orber; to foster anb perpetuate a one bunbreb per cent, lamericanism: to preserbe 
tbe memories anb incibents of our association in tbe 6ceat Har; to inculcate a sense of 
inbitoilmal obligation to tbe communitp. state anb nation; to combat tbe autocracp of both 
tbe classes anb tbe masses; to make right tbe master of might; to promote peace anb goob Will 
on earth; to safeguarb anb transmit to posteritp the principles of iustice. freeborn anb 
bemocracp; to consecrate anb sanctifp our comrabesbip bp our bebotioii to mutual bripfulness. 
—iPreamble to the Constitution of the Icimerican legion. 
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Mormlc~ll was at the Second Oftcers Training Camp at Fort Sheridan that a Department of Morale was hrst estaUnh^ m the a^. It was do ne under ^Wtion of of^ersial 

the canm commander, who appointed Myron E. Adams. Director of Morale. The purpose was to assist instructors in bmldmg up withm t^w compa^ a spirit of hanmmy. an ^ thTarmy 

resp^litv and a definite tSmrIedge of the methods by which the morale of companies could be maintai^ ^ter ^^ul operas in cyip t lw i^a wm eventually enUrj^ Geo^^^ 

the Morale Branch of the General Staff of which Brigadier General E. L. Munson is the head. Left to Right: Maj. E. J. VattmM. Bi^. Gim. Fre^k SiWey. Col James A. Ryan. Col ]JSeod«e Ro^eU. t>om^ ^ 

Etienne B^r an d. fith Bn. Alpine Chasseurs. Back of Commandant Bertrand is ^pt. (later Lieut. Col.) W. F. Midfet. Inset «1rft) Brig. Gen. E. L. Munson. (rionH Myron E. Adams. 
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CONGRESSIONAL MKDAL OF HONOR 


DISTlNGnSHKI) SERVICE 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 


The Three Decorations for 
American Soldiers 


T he first of these is the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
The custom of granting medals dates back to the Rev¬ 
olution, when the first American medals were awarded 
by Congress to the three men who captured the British 
spy. Major John Andre. The names of these men are 
worth recording: John Paulding, David Williams, and 

Jacob Van Wart. The present form of the ribbon and 
medal was adopted in 1904. During the World War the 
award of this highest honor was governed by such rigid 
restrictions that only seventy-eight medals were granted to 
members of the American Elxpeditionary Forces. 

The World War was also responsible for two other 
decorations for officers and men of the army. These were 
authorized by Congress in the Army Appropriation Act of 
July, 1918. In accordance with this act the President of 
the United States may present the Distinguished Service 
Cross to any p>erson who, while “ serving with the army of 
the United States since the sixth day of April, 1917,” shall 
have distinguished himself or herself by extraordinary heroism 
in connection with military operations against an armed 
enemy. The recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, 
in other words, has been under fire and performed a deed 
of exceptional valor. The award is made by the President 
upon the recommendation of the Commander in Chief of 
the Army, who in turn acts upon the advice of the imme¬ 
diate superiors of the soldier to be honored. Nearly six 
thousand Distinguished Service Crosses were awarded. 

The same act of Congress provides for the Distinguished 
Service Medal, which is granted either to a man or woman 
who wins distinction by exceptionally meritorious service in a 
position of great responsibility. The Medal is the reward, 
therefore, of high officers who may be unusually able, but 
probably have not served in the trenches. 

The value of each of these decorations was further en¬ 
hanced by the rule that only one Congressional Medal of 
Honor, one Distinguished Service Cross, or one Distinguished 
Service Medal can be awarded to any one man or woman. 
When a recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross per¬ 
forms additional acts of valor justifying the award of a 
second medal, a bronze oak leaf, worn on the ribbon of the 
medal, may be granted to indicate a second citation for 
gallantry in action. 
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For Olonotrinioua 


BlACKWKLI . RoBBUT L.. RriTBt* 

DeccAied. CofnfMny K, i 19th Infftiitry. For 
conspicuous gallantry and mtrcpidity above and be¬ 
yond the call of duty in action with the enemy near 
Saint Souplet. France. Octo^ II. 1918. '9fhen his 
platoon was almost surrounded by the enemy and 
to platoon commander asked for volunteers to carry 
a message calling for r e infor c emen ts . Private Blackwell 
volunteoed for thb mission, well knowing the extreme 
danger connected arith it. In att e m pti ng to get 
throu^ the heavy shell and machine gun 6re this 
gallant soldier was kilM. Next of kin. JanMS B. 
Blackwell, father. Hurdle Mill N. C 


Anderson. Johannes S.. First Sergeant 

Company B. 132nd Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
^ duty in action with the enemy at Consenvoye. 
France, October 8. 1918. While his company was 
being held up by intense artillery and machiM gun 
hre. Sergt. Anderson, without aid. voluntarily left 
the company and worked his way to the rear of the 
nest that was offering the most stubborn resistance. 
His advance was made through an c^n area, and 
under constant hostile fire, but the mission was sur- 
crssfully sccoraplishcd and Sergt. Anderson 1101 only 
Bilmced the gun and captured it. but also brought 
Hack with him 23 prisoners. Home address. John 
arlson, friend. 4854 West Ferdinand Street. Chicago. 
Ill 


AllwoeVh. EowAJtD C.. Captain 


60th Infantry. For conspicuous gallantry and in¬ 
trepidity above and beyond Um call of duty in action 
with the enemy at Clery-le-Petit. France. November 5. 
1918. While his company was crossing the Meuse 
River and canal at a bridgehead opposite CIcry-le- 
Petit, the bridge over the canal was destroyed by 
shell fire and Capt. Allworth's command kecaire 
separated, part of it being on the east bank of the 
canal and the remainder on the west bank. Seeing 
his advance units making slow headway up the steep 
slope ahead, this ofHcer mounted the canal bank 
and called for his men to follow. Plunging in. he swam 
across the canal under hre from the enemy followed 
by his men. Inspiring his noen by his example of 
gallantry, he led them up the slope, joining his hard 
pressed platoons in front. By his personal leadership 
he forced the enemy back for more than a kilometer, 
overcoming machine gun nests and capturing a hun¬ 
dred prisoners whose number exceeded that of the 
men in his command. The exceptional courage and 
leadership displayed by Capt. Allworth made possible 
the re-establishment ^ a bridgehead over the canal 
and the successful advance of other troops. Home 
address, Mrs. A. A. Allworth, mother. Crawford, Wash. 


atib Jntrrpihltg Ahotir 
ll|r (Hall of 5«tg in Artinn 


anil Urgonit 


jgtt iHrsftUitt of tifr anb in ti|r nanir of (EoniprrBB. 

tlfs fallmning (MKrers anb glen of ti;r Snttrb i^tatra Army bavr been aaiarbrb 
tbr (SonsrrBBtonal gUbal of knnor for arto of yaUantry aftrt rarb wan'o namr: 


Aixbx.Jakb. Corporal 

Company H. I3lst Infantry. For conspicuoua 
gallantry and intrepidity aboye and heyoi^ the call 
^ duty in action with the enemy at Chipilly Rkto. 
France. Augiot 9. 1918. At a critical point in the 
action, when ail the officers with his platoon had 
become casualties. Corp. Allex took command of the 
platoon and led it forward, until the advance was 
stopped by the fire from a machine gun nest. He then 
advanced alone for about thirty yards in the face of 
intense fire and attacked the nest. With his bayonet 
he killed five of the enemy and. when it was hrokm. 
used the butt end of bis rifle, capturing fifteen pris* 
oners. Home address, Anthone Allex, brother. 4350 
South Ashland Avenue. Chicago. 111. 


Chiles. Marcellus H.. CaptAih 

Deceased. 356th Infantry. For ( 
lantry and intrepidity above and bey 
duty in action with enemy near f 
France. November 3. 1918. When I 
which he had just taken command, was halted by 
machine-gun fire from the front and left flank. Capt. 
Chiles picked up the rifle of a dead soldier, and callmg 
on his men to follow, led the advance across a stream, 
waist deep, in the face of the machine-gun fire. Upon 
reaching the opposite bank, this gallant officer was 
seriously woundra in the abdomen by a snmer. but 
before permitting himself to be evacuated, he made 
complete arrangements for turning over his command 
to tlM next senior officer: and unoCT the inspiration of 
his fearless leadership, his battalion reached its ob- 
''spt. Chiles died shortly after reaching the 
vmt of kin. John Home Chiles. 2815 West 
x.doio. 
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Baekelev, David B.. Privote 

Deceased. Company A. 356tb Infantry. For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty in action with the enemy 
near PouHly. France, November 9. 1918. When 
information wm desired as to the enemy’s p^ion 
on the opposite side of the river Meuse. Private 
Barkeley, with another aold^. volunteered sritbout 
hesitation and swam the river to recoonoiter die 
exact location. He succeeded in reaching the oppo¬ 
site bank, despite the evident determination of the 
enemy to prevent a croaaing. Having obtained his 
information, he a^ain enterM the water for his re 
turn, but before his goal was reached, he was seized 
with cramps and drowned. Next of kin. Mrs. 
Antonia Barkeley. 1121 East Quincy Street. San 
Antonio. Tex. 
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CoLVBJi, WiLBUit E., Sergeant 

Deceased. Ganpanv A, First Eonneers. For con¬ 
spicuous eallanUy and int^idity above and beyond 
tne call of dutv in action with the enemy near VeHun, 
France. October 9. 1918. Volunteering with two 
other sddiers to locate machine-gun nests, Ser^. 
Colyer advanced on the hostile positions to a point 
whm he was half iurrounded by the nests, which 
were in ambush. He killed the gunner of one gun 
with a captured German greoa^ and then turned 
this gun on the other nests, silencing all of them before 
he returned to his platoon. He was later killed in 
action. Next of kin. WOltam H. Q>lyer. father. 202 
Helen Avenue. South Ozone. Long Island. N. Y. 



Hoffman, Chaklks F.. Gunnery Sergeant 

49th Gimpany. Sth.lie^nMAt, U. S. M. C. For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and be¬ 
yond the call of duty in action with the enemv near 
Chatcau-Thierry. France. June 6. 1916. Imme¬ 
diately after his company Iim reached its objective 
on Hill 142 several k«tile counterattacks were 
launched against the line before the new position bad 
been consolidated. Sergt. Hoffman was atteroptinc 
to organize a position on the north slope of the hill 
when he saw 12 of the enemy, am^ with five li^t 
machine gum, crawling towvd his group. Givmg 
the alarm, he rushed the hostile detachmnt. bayonet- 
ted the taro leaders, and forced the ushers to flee, 
abandoning their gum. His quick action.^ initiative 
and courage drove the enemy from a position from 
adiich they could have swept the hill with machine- 
gun 6re and forced the withdrawal of our troops. 
Ffcime address. ^ Dresden Street. Brookljm. N. Y. 


★ ★★★★ 
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Ecgbiia. Alan Louis. Sergeant 

Machine Gun Company, 107th Infantry. For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and be- 
vond the calf of duty in action with the enemy near 
Le Catelct. France. September 29. 1918. Becoming 
separated from their platoon by a smoke barrage. 
Seigt. Eners. Sergt. John G. Latham, and Com. 
Thos. E. O’SIwa took cover in a shell bole well within 
the enemy’s lines. Llpon bearing a call for help from 
an American tank, which had bKome disabled thirty 
yards from them, die diree soldBers left their shelter 
and started toward the tank, under heavy 6re from 
German machine guns and trench mortars. In cross¬ 
ing the fire-swept area. Corp. O’Shea was mortally 
wounded, but his companions, imdetcrred. proceeded 
to the tank, rescued a arouncled officer, and assisted 
two wounded soldiers to cover in a sap of a nearby 
trench. Sergt. Eggm and Sergt. Latham then 
returned to the tam in face of a violent fire, dis¬ 
mounted a Hotchkiss gun and took it back to vfhere 
the wounded men were, keeping off the enemy all dav 
by effective use of the gun. and later bringing it. with 
the wounded men. baa to our lines unw cover of 
daikness. Home address, John H. Eggers. father. 
153 Summit Avenue. Summit. N. J. 


★ 






Caix. Donald M.. Second Lieutenant 

Tank Corps. For consnscuous gallantry and in¬ 
trepidity above and beyond the call of duty m action 
near Varennes. France. Sept. 26. 1918. During an 
operation against enemy machme-gun nesto west of 
Varrenes. Lieut. Call (then a Corpo^) wm m a 
with an officer, when half the turret was knocked off 
by a direct artiUery hit. Choked by gas from the 
high-explosive shell he left the tank and took cover 
in a shell hole 30 yards away. Seeing that t^ o^r 
did not follow, and dunking that he mi|^t be alive. 
Lieut. Call returned to the tank under intense machine- 
gun and shell fire and carried the officer over a mile 
under roachinegun fire and sniper fire to safety. 
Home addr^ Edward P. CaU. father. 32 Broadway. 
New York Gty. 



Deceased. Company 1. 118th Infantry. For con¬ 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and bevond 
the call of duty in action with the enemy at Vauz- 
Andigny. France. October 12. 1918. C^. Heriot 
with four other soldiers, organized a combat grotm and 
attacked an enemy machine-gun nest which hao been 
inflicting heavy casualties on his company. In the 
advance two of his men were killed, and because of 
the heavy fire from all sides, the remaining two sou^t 
shelter. Unmindful of the hazard attached to his 
mission. Corp. Heriot. with fixed bayonet, alone 
(barged the machine gun. making his way though 
the I fire for a distance ^ thirty yards, and forcing the 
enemy to surrender. During this exploit, be received 
several wounds in the arm. and later in the same day. 
while charging another nest, be was killed. Next of 
kin Mrs. Carrie C. Heriot, mother. R. F. D No. 1, 
Prov idence, S. C 


Company M. 118th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intr^idity above and beyond the call 
of duty in action with the enemy at Brancourt, France. 
October II. 1918. While Sergt. Hilton’s company 
was advancing through the village of Brancourt it 
was held up by intense enfilading nre from a machine - 
gun. Discovering that this fire came from a machine- 
gun nest at the edge of the town. Sergt. Hilton, ac¬ 
companied by a few other soldiers, but well in advance 
of them, pressed on toward this position, firing with 
his rifle until his ammunition was exhausted and then 
with his pistol, killing six of the enemy and capturinc 
ten. In the course of this daring exploit, he received 
a wound from a btusting shell which resulted in the 
loss of hit arm. Home address. J. C. Hilton, father. 
Wcstville, S. C. 


FuiujONg. Hakold A.. First Lieutenant 

353rd Infantry. For conspicuous gallantry and 
■strepidtty above and beyond the caU of duty in 
action with the estesny near BantheviUe. France. 
November 1. 1918. Immediately after the opening 
of the attack in the Boia de BantheviUe. vrha his 
company waa held up by aevere machine-gun fire 
from the front, which kilM his company commander 
and several solffiers. Lieut. Furlong, moved out in 
advance of the line with great courage and coolness, 
crossing sn open ^ce several huod^ yards wide. 
Takins up a. position bdliind the line of machine 
guns, he closed in on them, one at a time, killing a 
number of the enemy with his rifle, putting four 
machine-fun nests out of action and dnving twenty 
German prisoners into our lines. Hoom address. 
Arthur D. Furlong, father. 2950 West Grand Boule¬ 
vard. Detroit. Mioi. 
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ulenced the capturing ni 
addreaa. Mr*. Ella Cuonperta, 
Street, New York Qty. 


, of tke crew. Hume 
wife. 701 West I76tli ’ 



PoPB, Thomas A.. Corporal 

Coonpany E. I3l»t Infantry. For coMpicuoua 
gallantry^ and rntrepidity above and beyond the call 
^ duty in action with the enemy at Hamd. Fnum. 
luly 4. 1916. Corp. Pope’s company was advancing 
beh^ the tanks when it was halted by hostile ma> 
chine-gun fire. Going forward alone, he rushod a 
machine-gun nest. killM several of the crow with his 
bayonet, and. standing astride of the gun. held off 
the othm until reinforcements arrived and captured 
them. Home addreM, J. J. Pope, brother. 6946 Over- 
hill Avenue. Chicago. 111. 


Company B. 3S6th Infantry. For conspi cu ous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
M duty in action wiUi the enemy near PoutUy. 
France. November 6. 1918. When volunteers wero 
called for to secure infonnation as to the enemy's 
position on the opposite bank of the Meuse IUvm. 
dergt. Haticr was the &rst to offer his services for 
this dangerous mission. Swinuning across ^ the 
river, he succeeded in reaching the German lines, 
after another soldier, who had started with him, had 
been seized with cramps and d rowned in mid- 
stream. Alone, he carefuDy and courageously re- 
.connostered the en e m y’s positions, which were held 
in force, end again aucccssfully swam the river, 
br in ging bock mformation of great value. Home 
addresa. Troy C. Hatler. father. General Delivery. 
Neoeho.Mo. 


Malijon. Ckorce H.. Captain 

I3i2nd Infantry. For c on spi cu ous fuillsntry and 
intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in 
actien srith the enemy in the Bois de Forges. France. 
Sep t e mb er ^ 1918. Becoming |eparated from the 
balance of his company because of a tog. Capt. Mellon, 
wHh^iine aokhers. pushed forward arid attacked pine 
active hostile machine guns, capturing all of them with¬ 
out the loss of s nmn. Continuing on throu^ the 
woods, he led his nwn in attacking a battery of four 
155 ram. Howitzers which were in action, rushing the 
l oti on and capturinn the battery and its crew. In 
this en coun t er . Capt. Mellon person a lly attacked one 
of the enemy with his fists. Later, mien the party 
cease ppon two more machinr guns this officer sent 
men to the flanks while he rushed forward diroctly in 
the face of the fire and silenced the guns, being the 
first one of the party to reach the neat. The csccp- 
tional gallantry and detennination ifieplayed by Capt. 
Mellon resulted in the capture of one hundred pri s oners, 
eleven machine guns, four 155 nun. Howitzers and 
one anti-aircraft gun. Home address. Mrs. F. E. G. 
Mellon, wife. 1931 Hallock Street. Kansas Gty. Kan. 


Company C. 363rd Infantry. For conspi c uous 
gallantry and intrcfwdity above and be y ond the call 
of duty in oetion with the enemy near bdisfontaine, 
France, S ept ember 26. 1918. After his company 
had w i thdr a w n for a distance of two hundred yards 
on a line with the units on its flanks. Sergt. ICatz 
learned that one of his comrades had been left wounded 
in an cipoaed pcaition at the point from which t^ 
withdrawal bad taken place. Voluntarily croseina 
an area swept by heavy marine-gun fire he advanced 
to vdwre the wounded soldier lay and carried him to 
a place of saf^y. Home address. Mrs. Jennie KaU. 
mother.*71 Parker Avenue. San Frandeoo. Cal 




Kaufman. Benjamin, Sergeant 

Company K. 306th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantly and intrepi^y above and beyood the call 
of duty in action with the enemy in the Forest of 
Araonne. France. October 4. 1918. Sergt. Ksufman 
took out a patrol for purpose of attacking an 
enemy machine gun which had checked the advance 
of hit company. Before reaching the gpi he became 
separated from his patrol and a machine-gun bullet 
-diattered his right arm. Without hesitation be 
advanced on the gun alone, throwing grenades with 
his left hand and charging with an empty pistol, taking 
one prisons and scattering the crew. Wingitm the 
gun and priMmer back to the first-aid station. Hoom « 
address. Mrs. Anna Kaufman, mother, 2113 Pitkin 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 



SiJurK. Clayton K.. Privato 

Company D, 124th Machine BattaKon. For con¬ 
spicuous gallantry and intrepiditv above and beyond 
the call of duty in action with the enemy near Con- 
srovoye. France. October 8, 1918. Observing Gcnnan 
soldiers under cover fifty yar^ awi^ on tiie left 
flank. Private Slack, upon his own initiative, rwdied 
them with hie rifle and sm^-handed captured ten 
prisoners and two heavy type machine gur^ thus 
saving his company and neyghborkig orpoizationa 
from heavy casualties. Home address, h^s. Jennie 
Mae Sladt. mother. Lampeon. Wis. 
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Aokinson. Jossra B.. Serfeant Costin. Hkmmv G.. Private 

Gunpeny C. 119 Infantry. For compicuous pl. ^ Dcceeaed. CofB|»OBy H. IlStli Infantry. For 
lantry ana intrcpi<fitv above and beyond the call of compicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and 

duty in action with the eneny near BelKcourt, beyc^ the call of duty in action with the enemy 

France. September 29. 1918. When murderous near Bob de Conaenvoye. France. October 8. 1918. 

mm hre at a range of fifty jrards bad made When the advance of nb pla t oon bad been held up 

it impeewle for his platoon to advance, and had by machine-mm fire and a request was made for an 

caused the platoon to take cover. Sergt. Adkinson automatic-rifle team to charge the nest. Priv^ 

alone, vrith the greatest intrqNdity. rushed across Costin was the first to volunteer. AdvaiKing with 

t^ tfty jrards of aom ground direray into the face his team, under terrific fire of enemy artillery, mn- 

of the kost& mardiine gun. kicked the gun from trench mortars, he continued after 

the parapet into the enemy trench, and at the point ul kb comrades had become casualties, and he him* 

of the bayonet, capttoed uie three men manning the fclf had been seriously srouitded. Hb act resulted 

gun. The galhuitry and quick decision of tkb in the capture of about 100 prboners and several 

soldier cnaMM the platoon to resume its advance. machine guns. He succumbed from ^ etfects 

Home address. Mrs. A. G. Adkinson. mother. nf hb wounds shortly after the acconmlbhment of 

Atoka. Tenn. hb heroic deed. Next of kin. Mrs. Hython 

Costin. wife. 615 Mam Avenue. Cape Charles. Va. 


BAncui. Charles D.. Private (First Class) 

Company L. 354th Infantry. For conspicuous gal- 
lantry and intrepid it y above and bevwid the call of 
duty in action with the enony near Bob de Banthe- 
viOe. France. Oct. 31. 1918. Ijearoi^ that two 
dasdight patrob had been caught out in No Man's 
Land and were unable to return. Private Barger 
aid another stretcher-bearer, upon then own 
initiative, made two trips five ktmihed yards be¬ 
yond our lines, under constant machine gun fire and 
rescued two wounded officers. Home address. 
Henry S. McFaren. uncle. R. F. D. No. 1. Stotts 
Oty. Mo. 


Bart. Frank, Private 

Company C, 9th Infantry. For compicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of duty in aetbn with the enemy near Medeah Farm. 
France, October 3, 1918. Private Bart, being on 
du^ as a company runner, when the advance was 
held up by madiinc gun fire, voluntarily picked up 
an automatic rifle, ran out ahead of the line and 
silenced a hostile machine gun nest, killing the 
Grrman gimners. The advance then continued 
and. when it was again hindered shortly afterward 
by another machine nest, thb courageous, 

soldier repeated hb bold exploit by putting the 
second machine gun out of action. Home address. 
Michael Land, friend, 428 Plane Street,' Newark. 
N.J. 


Barklby. John L,. Private fFirst Class) 

Compaiy 4^ Jnfaniry. For corbniruoiM gaL 
lantry and intrepidity above and beyond the calf of 
duty in action with the enemy near Cunel. France. 
Oetoher 7. 1918. Private Barkley. v4m was sta¬ 
tioned in ui observation post'half a kilometer from 
the German line, on kb own initbtive. repaired a 
captured enemy m a ch in e gun and mounted it in a 
disabled French Tank near hb post. Shortly after- 
warcL when the enemy launched a counter-attack 
against our forces. Private Barkley got into the 
tmk. wmted under the hostile barrage until the 
enemy Kne was abreast of him and then opened fire, 
cornpletcly break^ up the counter-anack and 
killing and wounding a large lumiber of the enemy. 
Five minutm later an enemy s^enty-seven milu- 
raeter gun opened fire on the tank point Uank. One 
shell struck the driver wheel of die tank, but thb 
soldier nevertheless remained in the tank and after 
the barrage ceased, broke up a second enemy 
counter-attack, thereby enabling our forces to gain 
and hold Hill 253. Home address. Mrs. Leona 
Barkley, mother. Blairstown. Mo. 



Cvkkla. Lovis. First Lioutenant 

Fifth Regiment. U. S. M. C For conspicuoua 
gallantry aM intrepidity above and besrood the call 
of duty in action wiUi the enemy near Villcrs- 
Cotterets. France. July 18, 1918. When kb com¬ 
pel^. advancing tmm^ a wood, met with strong 
resbtence from an enemy strong point. Lbut. 
Cuhela (then a sergeant) crawled out from the flank 
and made kb way toward the German lines in Um 
face of heavy fire, disregarding the warnings of hb 
comrades. He succeeded in gett^ behind the 
enemy posit i on and hisbed a nuKhine-gun emplace¬ 
ment kuling or driving ofl the crew with hb bajronet. 
With German hand grenades he then bombed out 
the remaining portion of the strong point, capturing 
four men and two dainaged machine guru. Home 
address. Miimeapolb, Minn. 


Diluoy, Gkorgb. Private 

Deceased. Gwnpdny H. 103rd Infantry. For 
gallantry and intrepidity in action above and be¬ 
yond the call of duty near Belleau, France. July 18. 
1918. After kb platoo n had gained its obfective 
along a railroad embankment. Private Dilbe^. ac¬ 
companying kb platoon leader to reconnoiter the 
ground beyond, was suddenly fired upon by an 
enemy maciiine gun from 100 3 rards. From a stand- 
position on the railroad track, fully expos^ to 
view, he opened fire at once, but. fafling to silence 
the gun. rushed forward with hb bayonet fixed 
thim^ a wheat field toward the gtm oi^acement. 
falling vnthin 25 yards of the gun with hb ri|bt leg 
nearly severed above the knee and with severM 
bullet holes in hb body. With courage undaunted 
he continued to fire into the emplaceflSent from a 
proM positKMi. killing two of the enemy and dis¬ 
persing the rest of the ciw. Next of kin. Antone 
Dilboy. father, Massachusetts Ciencral Hospital, 
^dass. 


Dozirr. James Ci. First Lieutenant 

Co m pa n y G. 118th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantly and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of dirty in action with the enemy near Mont- 
brehain, France. October 8. 1918. In command of 
two platoons Lieut. Dozier was painfully wounded 
in the sbe^der early in ^ attack, but he continued 
to lead hb men. implayina the highest bravery and 
skill. When hb conummo was held up by heavy 
machine-gun fire, he disposed hb men in the best 
cover available, and wiu a soldier continued for¬ 
ward to attack a machine gun nest. Creeping up 
to the position in the face ^ intense fire, be lulled 
the entire crew with hand grenades and hb pbtol 
and a little later captured a number of Germans, 
who had taken refuge in a dugout nearby. Home 
address. John H. Dorbr, father. 524 Annafrel Street 
Rockhm. S. C. 
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Ellis. Michael B.. Sergeant 

Company C. 28Hi Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of duty in action with the enemy near Exennont, 
France. October 5. 1918. During die entire day’s 
engagement he operated far in advance of the bnt 
wave of hb company, voluntarfly undertaking most 
da ng wo us missions and singic-haiided attacjiing and 
reducing machine-gun nests. Flanking one em¬ 
placement. he killed two of the enemy with rifle 
fire, and captured 17 others. Later, he sii^- 


wnicn naa been boMmg » the advance of the com¬ 
pany. The captured oAcers indicated the loca- 
tions of 4 other machine guns; he in turn captured 
these, together with their crews, at dl times shoiviag 
mwked hooum and fearlessneas. Home address. 
John J. Ellb. father, 628 ColUiisville Avenue, East 
boub. III. 


* Forrest. Arthur J.. Sergeant 

Company D, 354th Infantry. For conspicueus^ 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the 
call of duty in action wUh the enemy near Remon- 
ville. France. November I, 1918. When the ad¬ 
vance of kb company was stopped by bursts of fire 
from a nest of six enemy machine gtms. without 
being dis c overed, he worked hb way single-handed 
to a point within fifty yards of the machine-gun 
nest. Charging siagle-lianded. be drove out die 
enemy in dnenier, thereby protectmg the advance 
platoon from anndiilating fire, and permittiiw the 
resumption of the advance of hb company. Home 
address. William Forrest, father. 112 South Maple 
Street, Hannibal. Mo. 


Hill. Ralyn, Corporal 

Company H. 139th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and idtrepidity above and ^yond the 
call of duty in action with the enemy near Dsime- 
voux. France. October 7. 1918. Seeing a French 
airplane fall out of control on the enemy side of the 
Mritse River with its pilot injured. Corn. Hill volun¬ 
tarily dashed across the foot bridge to the si^ of the 
sroimded man and. taking him upon kb back, 
started back to the lines. During the entire exploit 
ho was subjected to murderous fire of enemy 
machine guns and artillery, but he successfully ac- 
complbhed kb mission and brought hb m a n to a 
place of safety, a distance of several hundred yards. 
Horn address. Mrs. Edna HOI. mother. Oregon. 111. 


Gregory. Earl D.. Sergonnt 

Headquarters Company, ,116th Infantry. For 
c on sp icuous gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyoM the cdl of duty in action with the enemy 
at Bob de Consenvqye, north of Verdun. France. 
October 8. 1918. With the remark, ‘T will get 
them." Se^. Gregory seized a rifle and a trendi- 
mortar shell, which he used as a hand nenade. left 
hb detachment of the trench-mortar fdatoon. and 
advancing ahead of the infantry, captured^ a ma¬ 
chine gun and three of* the enemy. Advancing still 
farther from the machine-fun nest, he captu^ a 
75 centimeter m o unt a in howitzer and. entering a 
dugout in the immediate vicinity, single-handed 
captured 19 of the enetM. Hornets tAmeu, Mrs. 
Pearl D. Gregory, mother. Qiase City. Va. 


Foster. Garev Evans, Sorgoant 

Company F. 118th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidi^ alxhre and beyond the call 
^ duty in action with the cnen^ near Mont- 
brehain. France. October 8, J9I8. When hb com¬ 
pany was held up by violent machine-gun fire from 
a s un k en road. Ser^ Foster with an officer went 
forward to attack the hostile machme-gun nests. 
The officer was wounded, but Sergt. Forter con¬ 
tinued on alone in die face of heavy fire' and by 
eflective use of hand penades and hb pbtol. killed 
several of the enemy and captured ei^tecn. Home 
address. N. C. Foster. Inosan. S. C 


Funk. Jesse N.. Private 

Company L. 354th Infantry. For 
gallant^ and intrepidity above and beyosul the call 
of .duty in action with the' enemy near Bob de 
Bsiitheville. France. October 31. 1918. Learning 
that two dayli^t patrob hkd bm caught out in 
No Man’s Land, mm were unable to return. Private 
Fui^ and another’stretcher bearer, upon then own 
initiative, made 'two trips five kundired yards be-’ 
yond our lines, under constant machme-gun fire and 
rescued two wounded officers. Home address, 
Martin Funk, father. Calkan. Colo 


Gaffney, Frank, Private 

Company G. 108th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and bejrond the call 
of duty in action with the enemy near Ronasoy. 
France. September 29. 1918. Private Gaf^y. an 
automatic rifleman, oushing forward alone with hb 
gun. af^ all the other members of hb squad had 
been killed, discovered several Germans {facing a 
heavy machine gun in position. He killed the crew, 
captured the gun. bombed several dugouts. and. 
after killing four nme of the enemy with bis pistol, 
held the position * until reinforcements came tq>. 
when eighty prisoners were captured. Home ad¬ 
dress, WilbM Gaflney. father. Capel Street. Lock- 
port. N. Y. 


wl Street. Lock- 


Hali^ Thomas Lee. Sargaant 

Deceased. Company G. 118th Infantry. For 
conspicuous gallantrv and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty in action with the enemy 
Mratbrehain. France. October 8, 1918. Having 
overcome two marhine-gun nests under hb skillful 
leadership. Sergt. HalTs platoon was stopped eight 
hundred 3 mrds from its final obfective machine 
gun fire of particular intensitv. Ordering kb men 
to take cover in the sunken road. Sergt. Hall advanced 
alone on the enemy machine-gun post and killed 
five member s of the crew wiui hu bofronet and 
thereby made possible the further advance of the 
line. While attackii^ another machme-gun nest 
later in the day. thb gallant soldier was mortally 
wound^. Next of kin. William L. Hall, father. 
R.F.D.No. 4. Fort Mai. S. C. 


Havo, Ghorge Price. Lieutenant « 

10th Field Artillery. For conspicuous gallantry 
- and intrepi^ty above and befrond the call of duty 
in action with the enemy near Greves Famv France. 
July 14-15, 1918. At the very outset of t^ unpre- 
cedmted artUbry bombardment by the enemy of 
July 14-15. hb Im of communicatioo was destroyed 
beyond repab. Despite the hazard attached to the 
mission of runner, he imraedutely set out to estab¬ 
lish contact with the neighboring post of command 
and further established Ibbon with two French 
batteries vbitmg their position so frequently that be 
was mainly responsible for the acciwate bre there¬ 
from. While thus engaged, seven horses were shot 
under him and he was severely wminded. Hb activ¬ 
ity under most severe fire was an important factor 
in checking the advance of the enemy. Home ad¬ 
dress, George Hays, father. R. F. D. 4, Ukandie. OkU. 
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Johnston. Harold I.. SergeRiit 

Company A. 36Sth Infantry. For conipicuout 
gallantry and inUepidity above and beyond the call 
^ duty in action vriUi the enemy near Pouitty, 
France. November 9. 1916. WIm information was 
fleaiied aa to the enemy*a position on the opponCe 
side of the river Meuse. Sergt. Johnston, vrith 
another soldier, volimteered arithout hesitation, and 
swam the river to reconnoi^ the eaact location of 
the enemy. He s uc ceede d in reachi^ the opposite 
bank, despite the evident determination of the 
enemy to prevent a crossing. Having obtained bis 
mformation. he again enter^ the water for his re¬ 
turn. This was accomplished after a severe struggle, 
which so exhausted him that he had to be assisted 
from the arater. after arhich he rendered his report 
of the exploit. Home address. Mrs. Belle Renahaw. 
mother. 1 l46.Speer Boulevard. Denver. Colo. 


Karnbs. Jamrs £.. Sergonnt 

Company D. 117th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
^ duty in action with the enemy near Estrees. 
France. October 6. 1916. During an advanc^ SergL 
Karnes’ Company was held ^ by a machine gun. 
which was cnfinKling the line. Accosnpanied by 
another soldier, be advanced against this position, 
and succeeded in reducinx the nest by killi^ three 
and capturing seven of the enemy aM their guns. 
Home address. Mrs. Emily Kanm. mother. 2301 
North Broadway Avenue. Kiioxville. Tenn. 


Krlly. John J., Private 

78th Company. 6th RegimMt. U. S. M. C. For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of di^ in action arith the eiMmy at 
Blanc Mont Ridge, France. October 3. 1918. Pri¬ 
vate Kelly ran through w own bsurrage 100 yards in 
advance of the front line and attacked an enemy 
ipachine gun nest, kiiliog the gunner wi^ a grenade, 
shooting another member of the crew with his pistol, 
and rctinned through the barrate srith 6 prisoners. 
Home addmss. Mrs. B. L. Kelly. mcAher. 6M9 Kim¬ 
ball Avenue. Chicago. lU. 


Kocak. Matkj. Sergosmt 

Deceased. Company C. 5th Regiroent, U. S. M. 
C. For conspicuous gallantry ai^ intrepiditv 
above and beyond tlw call of duty in action witn 
the enemy near Soissons. France. July 18. 1916. 
When the advance of his batulion was checked by 
a hidden machine-gun nest, he went forward alone, 
unprotected by covering fire from his own men and 
# woiked iri between the German position in the face 
of fire from an enemy covering detachment. Lo¬ 
cating the madiine-gun nest, he rushed it, and srith 
his bayoi^ chov e o8 the crew. Shortly after this, 
he or^nixed 25 French colonial soldiers, who had 
become separated from their command, and led 
them in attacking another machine gun which was 
also put out of action. 


Loman. Brrcrr. Privato 

Company H. l32Dd Infantry. For con^iicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the 
call of duty in action with the enemy near Consen- 
voye. France. October 9. 1918. When his Company 
had reached a pmt within one hundred yards of its 
objecrive. to which it was advancing under terrifk 
machine-gun fire. Private Loman. voluntarily and 
unaided, made hb way forward. aHtr aH others had 
taken shelter from the direct fire of an enemy 
machine gun. He crawled to a flank positim of tWe 
gun. and. after kjffing or cap t uring the entire crew, 
turned the aaachine gun an the retreating enemy. 
Home addtess. Mrs. Anna Loman. mother. 1IM 
North Spaulding Avenue. Chicago. III. 



Latham. John Cridland, Sergeant 

Machine Cun Company. l(V7th Infantry. For 
co n spicuous gallantry and intrepidi^ abow and 
be y on d the cm of duty in action with the en e m y 
near LeCatdet. France. Septeaaber 29. 1918. Be¬ 
coming separated from thev platoon by a smoke 
barrage. Sergt. Latham. Sergt. Alan L. Egatrs and 
Carn. Tboa. E. O’Shea, took c over in a meU bole 
well aritli^ the enemy’s Knes. Upon hearing a call 
for help from an American tank which had b ec o me 
dbahled thirty yards from them, the three soldiers 
IdFt their shelter and started toward the tank under 
heavy Arc from German machine guns and trench 
mortars. In crosaing the fire-swept area. Corp. 
O’Shea was mortally wounded, but his c o m pa ni oo s . 
undeterred, proceeded to the tank, rescued a 
wounded mAeer and a s sie t e d two wounded soldiers 
to cover in the sap of a nearby trench. Sergt. 
Latham and Sergt. Eggers then returned to tlw 
tank in tke face of the violent fire, dismounted a 
Hotchkiss Run and toak it back to wh ere the wounded 
men were, ke e pi n g off the enemy all day by cfcctivc 
use of the gun. and later bringi ng it with the wounded 
men. back to om hn es i . under cover of darkness. 
Home address. Mrs. Mary Garrison, aunt, Knotts 
View. WuidomiTc. We s tmorel a nd. England. 


Lukr. Frahk, Jr.. Socond Lieutenant 

Deceased. 27th Aero Squnckon. First Pursuit 
Group. For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
above and bavond the call ^ du^ in action with the 
enemy near Murvaux, France. Sep t em be r 29, 1918. 
After having previously destrosred a number of 
enemy aircr^ within seventeen deys. he volun¬ 
tarily started on a patrol after German observa¬ 
tion baNoim. Though pursued by eight German 
plaiics which were prot i M r t in g the enemy baUooo 
line, he unbesitatiiiglv attackra and shot down in 
flames three German balloons, being himself under 
heavy fire from ground batteries and the hostile 
phuMS. Severely wounded, he descended to withhi 
nf^ meters of me groimd. and flying at this low 
altitude near the town of Murvaux. opened fire upon 
enemy troops, killing six and wounding as many 
more. Forced to inakc a lamfing. and surrounded 
to surrender, he drew his automatic pistol and defended 
hinsself gallantly until he fell de^ from a wound 
in the chiMt. Next of kin, Frank Luke, father. 2200 
West Monroe Street, Phoenix. Arix. 


Lbmbrt. Milo. First Sergeant 

Decexsed. Ganpeny G. 119th Infantry. For 
con spi cu ous gallantry and intrepidit)^ above and 
beyond the ^ of duty in ection with the enemy 
near BeOicourt. France. Sep tea sb e r 29. 1918. See¬ 
ing that the IcB flank of ha company was held up. 
he located the enemy machine-fun emplacement, 
which had been causing heavy casualties. In the 
face of heavy fire, Iw rushed it sin^-handed. kiOing 
tke entire crew with grenades. Continuing along 
the enemy trench in advance of the company, he 
reached another empbeement. which he also ckaii^. 
silencmg the gun with grenades. A third machme- 
giM cmfJaccment opened upon him from the left and 
with similar skill and bravery, be destroyed this also. 
Later, in c o nm an y with another Sergeant, he attacked 
e fourth maenme-gun nest, being kiUed as he reached 
the parapet of the cmplaccmeot. His courageous 
ection, in destroying in turn four enemy mn^inrs 
gun nests, pr e ve n ted mai^ casualties among lus 
company. aM very materially aided in edu e via g 
the obiectire. Heme addreta. Mrs. NeKe V. Lemcrt, 
wife. CrosavaOe. Tenn. 



Manning. Sidney £..T^poral 

Company G. 167th Infantry. For co ns pi c uou s 
gellairtry and intrepidity show and beyond the 
call of duty with the enemy near Breuvaimes. France. 
July 28, 1918. When Corporal Manning’s platoon 
commander and platoon aergeMt had both become 
' toon ^ter iby beghming of an assault 
on strongly fwti fi sd beigbts overlooking tbe Onog 
River. C^. Mamung took command of bis platim. 
which was near tke center of the attacki^ Kne. 
Thou^ hi ms elf severely wounded, he led fatward 
the n men remaining in the platoon, and 
succeeded in gaining a f oot h ol d on enemy poaitioo. 
during which tiaee he haw received m or e wounds 
and ^ but seven of his men had fallen. Directing 
the consolidetion of the position, he held ofl a large 
body of the enemy only 50 ywds aarav by fire from 
his automatic rifle. He deemed to taike cover until 
the line Imd been encirriy c e n aahd at cd with the 
line of the platoan an the flank, srhen he ^agg^ 
himaclf to akdter. suHering from nine wonnds in 
all pmU of the body. H om e adikcaa, Mrs. Lixxie 
Manning, mother. Flamaton. Ala. 


McMunTRv. CBoncn C.. Mnior 

306th Infantry. For c o napscuoua uflantry and 
intrepidity above and beyond the can of duty in 
action againsl the enemy at Charlevaux. in the 
Forest D^Arganne. France, October 2 to 6. 1918. 
Capt. McMuitrv rnmmanflcd a battalion which 
was cut ofl and surrounded by the enemy, and. 
although tmunded in the knee 1^ shrapnel on Otto- 
ber 4 and suflering great pain, he continued throui^ 
out the entire period to encourage his offi cers and 
men wkh a resistless optimism that contributed 
largely toward preventing panic and tHarndtr — -ng 
tbe troops who were, arkhout food, cut ofl from 
c om a wm i c atioo with our lines. On October 4 dur¬ 
ing a heavy barrapr. he personally directed and 
supervised tbe movmg of tbe wounded to shelter 
before himself seeking shelter. On Ottobtf 6. he 
was again woumM in the shoulder by a German 
grenade, but continued personally to organise and 
direct the defense against the rrwnan attack on the 
la^ion un^ tke attack was defeated. He con¬ 
tinued to direct and command bis troopo. rcfuaii^ 
relief, and personally led his men out of the poaitian 

after a s ai st a nce arrived, before pmnitfii^ -Y 

to be taken to tke koepstaJ on October 8th. During 
this period, the succcaflul defenae of the pirrition 
was due largely to hia eflorta. Home addrca a . 812 
Fdtk Avenue. New York City. 

Milu. L. Waodlaw. Cnptnin 

308th Infantry. For conapscuoua nUantry and 
intrepidi^ above and beyond tke cal af dirty in 
action wrth tke enemy near Renllan. France. Sep¬ 
tember 14. 1918. CaM. Milea vokmtcrwd to lend 
hia c o m paiy in haxardoua attack on a cooMtondn^ 
trench poakion near the Aisne Canal, which other 
troopa had ^previously ariemptrd to take arklMm 
success. His company immeJiately Rset wkk in¬ 
tense RMckine-gun fire, igainst whidi k had no 
artillery a s si st a nce , but C^. kfilea proc e eded ^ 


Mrstrovitch. Jamrr I.. SergoRRt 

Deceased. Company C. Illth Infancy. For 
conspicuous ^lantry and mtrep^y above and 
beyond tbe call of duty in action arkb tbe en e m y nt 
Fiaosetter. France. August 10. 1918. Seeing hia 
Conmany CommaRdrr lying wounded thirty ynrda 
in fnmt of the line, after his company luid wtth- 
drawn to a s h elter ed pesitian behind a stone wall. 
Serg. Mestfovkch vokartarily left cov er and cr a orled 
through heavy aaachine gun and ahell fire to where 
the eftocr lay. Sergt. Mestfovkch took tke oftocr 
upon has back and cr a wled back to a place of safety, 
adure he adnsmieterrd first aid treatment, kia cx- 
ceptianal kcroiam saving the aAcer's life. Next 
of kin, Peter I. Me at r ov k c h . brother. 1928 Tulacr 
Stftct. Fresno. Cal. 


Millrr, Oscar F.. Major 

Deceased. 361st Infantry. For c o nspi c uous jaL 
Imtry and intrepidity above and beyend the calT of 
duty in action wkb tbe enemy ntmr Gesoes. France. 
September 28, 1918. After taro days of intense physi- 
, "tontoJ sti^. during arhicb Maj. MtUer had 
led his battaboo in tbe front line of the advance, 
tbfougb the forest of Argonne. the eneiM was met in 


uiroupi uie rarest or Monne. the ene^ was met m 
a prepared positien south of Gesnes. Though alaaost 
cxlmusted. he ener g eti c ally reorganized his battalion 
and ardcred an attack. Upon reaclung open groimd. 
the advanemg line becan to araver in the face of ma- 
cbme-gun fire from the front and flaidts and ducct 
•rtiUery fire. Personally Icad i nf his command group 
fora^ between his fro^ line companies. Maj. MiUer 
inspired hn men by personal courage and they again 
pressed on lowara the kostde positien. Aa this 
pfliccr led the r en ew e d attack, he was shot in the r^bt 
leg. ^ he nevcrtbelcsa staggered forward at tbe bead 
of his coBsmand. Scum afterwarda be was shot in 
t^ right arm but he continued charge, person^ 
dicctii^ hia troopa on through the ke«vy machins-gun 
fire. Juat bef^ the objective was reached be re¬ 
ceived a wound in tbe abdomen, wbirh forced kirn to 

the ground, but be continued to urge bis men on teUuig 
r**?* *• ?!* !• *** •*»<* where 

he Uy. He M from bis wounds a few d^ later. 
Next of km. Mrs. Oscar F. Miller, wife. 1727^^ 51st 
Street. Los Angeles. CaL 


Nriravr. Thor. C.. Privnto 

Compapy M. I67tk Infantry. For ronspirupui 
gaihurtry and intrcpsdky abmre and beyond Om cafl 
of duty in action against tbe csMnnr near I anilrri 
St. Georg e a. France. October 16. 1918. Ort Ike 
aftemoen of October 16. 1918. when tbe Cote de 


and tbe iiRumi t of that atrang bukrarkm^ 
K riro ki ldr Steflung was being mmi i J. ftivatc 
Ncibnur was sent out on petrol widi bis iirtitmitir 
rifle squad to cnfilade^cneeay nmdune-gan swats. As 
he gained the ridge, he set up has antomatk rifle and 
eras duectly thmafter waunJcil in both legs by 
Arc from a hostile marhinr gun on has flank. Tke 
advance wave of the enemy troepa counter-attack- 


waive and aansted m euttmg a pnamge tlwoupfi mg kad about ^iued the ridge, and akhougk prac- 

ihe enemy s wm rntonglrmcntB. fn so doing he tacallT cut ofl and surround^ tke remainder of his 

rVi tMses by machme^m bufieta. detaduBcnt being kiU or wamaded, this gallaal 

both legs and one arm being fractured. -. t-. . • 


both legs and one arm being fractured, whereupon 
he ordered kinsaelf placed ort a streteker and bad 
him s etf carried forwaH to tke en em y trench in order 
that he mi^t encourage and <£r^ his company, 
which by this time had suflered numerous 
Ibider the inspiration of this officer's rndnaaitabW 
■pirk his men held the hostile poei ti o n and cansoli 
dated the front Kne after an actaon lasting two hoars, 
at the co ndu sie n of which Capt. Miles was carried 
to the aid station agamat has ariH. Home addrosa. 
Mrs. L. Wardlaw fiMtoT^mcctoo. N. J. 



soldwr kept his automatic rifle in operatsan to such 
cflect that by kia own eflorta and by fire fraas the 
e k i rm ia h Kne of his compony at feast one hunted 
yards in his rear, tke att^ aras Aecked. The 
enemy wave bcinR halted and lymg prone four of 
tke cuensy attacked Private Nei bairt at close quarters. 
These he kiBed. He tkm moved alaue anseug 
tke encaay lyiug au tke pouud about hms. in the 
uu^ d tke fire from hia aosu fines, and by cookwaa 
and gal l antry c a pt u red eleven priaanera at tbe point 
Us psB^ and. akbougk painfuly wounded, hfounki 
them back to our Knea. Tbe counter attack hTEl 
force was arrested, to a large extent, by tke ai^ 
eflorta of this soldier whose kooic rapfeks took place 
auainat the skylinr in h3l view of Us e ntir e battafien. 
Kfesne addr V ss. James C. Nribaur. father. *^-gm 
City. Idaho, 
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O'Shba. Tmos E.. Corporal 

Deccued. Mochine Gun Company. l€7Ui Infan¬ 
try. For coMpicoous aaUankry a^ urtrepidUv 
aMve and bejfond the call of duty in action with 
Um enemy nw Lccatelet. France. September 29. 
19tS. Becoming separated from tb^ platoan by a 
smoke barrage. Co^. O'Shea, with two other sol¬ 
diers. took cover in a shell hole wall within the 
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Pnurrr. John H.. Corporal 


enemy'a lines. Upon hearing a call for help from 
an American tank which had become disablea thirty' ^ 
yards from them, the three soldiers left their shelter 
and started toward the tank, under heavy fire from 
Gemm machine guns and trench mortars. In 
crossing the fire-awept area. Corp. O'Shea was mortaUy 
wounded and died of his wounds shortly afterwards. 

Nest of kin. *niomas E. O’Shea, Siw Springfield . 
Avenue, Sianrait. N. J. 

Pick. Anchik A.. Private 

Company A. 3Q7th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallant^ and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
ot duty in action with the enemy in the Argonne 
Forest, France, Octpbcr 6, I9IS. While et^iaged ^ 
with two other soMim on patrol duty, he and nis 
comrades were subjected to tlM direct fire of an 
enemy machine gun, at which time both his com¬ 
panions were wounded. Returning to his coinpany. 

obtained another sojdier to accompany him. to 
assist him in bringing in the wounded men. His 
assistant was killed in (he esploit. but Private 
continued on. twice returning, and safely bringing 
in bo^ men, being under torific machine-gun fire 
during' the entire journey. Home address. J. A. 

Peck, father. 445 Division Street. Homell. N. Y. 

PwuciNS, Michabl j.. Private 

Deceased. Company D. lOlst Infantry. For , 
conspicuous i^lantry and intrepi^ty above and 
beyoM the cril of duto in action with the enemy at * 
Belieu Bois. France. October 27. 1918. He vcAun- 
taiilv and alone crawlad to a GerniM “pill-box'* 
macnine-gun emplacement from which grenades 
were being at his platoon. ^ Awaiting his 

opportunity, when the door was again opened and 
another grenade thrown, he threw a bomb inside, 
bursting the door open: and then, drawing his trench 
knife, rushed into the emplacement. In a hand- 
toJband struggle he killed or wounded several of 
t^ occupa^ and captured about 25 prisoners, at 
the same time silencing seven machine guns. Next 
of kin. Mrs. Abbse Perkins, modier, 247 E Street. 

South Boston. Mass. 

PiKK, Embky j., Lieutcnant-Colonel 

Deceased. Division Machine Gun Officer. 82nd 
Division. For c o nspi c uous gallantry and intrepidity 
above and beyond the call of duty in action .with 
the, enemy near Vaodiaes. France, September 15, 

1918. Having ,|^pne forward to reconnoiter new 
'machine-gun position. Colonel POie otfered his as¬ 
sistance in re-organixing advance Infantry Unit 
which had ^come ffisorgmixed, during a heavy 
artillery shellmg. Colond Pike succeeded in locating 
only about' twen^^ men. but with these he advanced 
and when latw joined by several irrfantry platoons, 
rendered inestimable service in establishir^ outposts, 
encouraging all by his cheerfulness, in HNte of the 
extreme danger of the situation. When a shell had 
wounded om of the men in die outpost. Colonel 
Pike immediately went to his aid. and was severely 
wounded himself vdien another shell burst in the 
same place, ^^ule waiting to be brought to the rear. 
Colonel Pike continued in coaunaiid. still retaming 
bis jovial manner of encourafonent. directhig the 
re-organhation until the position could be h«U. 

The entire operation was carried on under tern^ 
bombanhnent and the example of courage and de- 
votkm^ to duty, as set by Colonel POte. established 
the hiriicst standard of nuNele and confidence to 
all maer his charge. The wounds he received were 
the cause of his death. Next of kin. Martha Agnes 
Pffie. dauihter. 1806 Tenth Street. Dm Monies, la. 


Deceased. 78th Company. 6th Regimmt. U. S. 
M. C. For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
above and beyond the calf of duty in action with 
the enemy at Blanc Mont Ridge. France. October 
3. 1918. Cenp. Pruitt, suede-handed, atUcked two 
machine guns, capturing them and killing two of 
the enemy. He then captured 40 prisoners in a dug- 
out- nearby. Hiis gallant soldier was killed soon 
afterward by shell fire vrhilc he was sn^ing at the 
enemy. Next of kin. Mrs. Belle Pruitt, mother. 
Fhooiix. Ariz. 


Rbcan. Patiucsc, Socond Laeubenant 

115th Infantry. For conspicuous s^lantry ai^ 
intrepidity above and b^rond the call of duty in 
action with the enenw at the Boas De Consenvoyne 
France, October 8. 1918. While leading his plaUm 
against a atrong enemy machine-gun which 

liM held yp the advance of two companiea. Lieut. 
Regan divided his roeh into three groim, sending 
one group to either flank, and he himself attacking 
with an automatic rifle team from the front. Two 
of the team were killed outright while Lieut. Regan 
and the third man were seriously wounded, the 
latter unable to advance. Although severely wounded, 
Lieut. Regan dashed with empty pistm into the 
madiifie-gun nest, capturing thirty Austrian gunners 
and four machine guns. This gallmt deM per¬ 
mitted the companies to advance, avoiding a terrific 
enemy fire. Despite his wounds, he continued to 
lead his platoon forward until ordered to the rew 
by bis commandimi oflicer. Home address. Francis 
l^an. brother. 2634 Gleason Avenue. Los Angeles. 
Cal. 


Robb. Gborcb S.. First Lieutenant 

369A Infantry. For conmicuous xdlantry and 
intrepidity above and beyond die call of duty in 
action with the enemy near Sediault. France. Sep¬ 
tember 29-30, 1918. While leading his platoon m 
the asaatth on Sechault, Lieut. Robb was severely 
wounded by machine gun fire, but rathm than go to 
the rear for proper treatment, he remained sritn his 
platoon. utttU ordered to the dre ss ing statioo by his 
commanding officer. Returning within forty-five 
minutea. he remained on duty throughout the entire 
night, inspecting his lines and establuhing outposts. 
Evly the next morning he wm again wo u nded, once 
again di^aying his remarkable devotion to duty, 
by remaining in command of his platoon. Later the 
same day a bursty shell added two more wounds, 
the same shdl killing his commanding officer and 
two officers of his company. He ,ai» assumed 
command of the company and organked its position 
id the trenc h m. Dnplaying wonderful cotin« and 
tenacity at critical times, he was the only officer of 
his battahon who ad v anced bejroi^ the town and, 
by clearing machine gim and sniping posts, con¬ 
tributed largely to the aid of his battalion in holdii^ 
tbew object^. His example ct bravery and forti¬ 
tude. and his ea ge rn ess to continue with his mission 
despite severe wounds set before the enlisted men of 
his command a most wonderful standard of morale 
and self-aacrifice. Home address. Mrs. Thomss 
Robb, mother. 308 South 12th Street. Salina, Kan. 


RoBBB-ra, Habold W.. Corporal 

Deceased. Company A. 344th Battalion. Tank 
Corps. For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
above and beyond the call of duty in actmo wirfi the 
enemy in the Montrebeau Woods. France, October 
4, 1918. Corp. Roberts, a tank driver, was moving 
his tank into a chimp of bushes to afford protection 
to another tank whim had become dsabled. The 
tank slid .into a shell hole, ten feet deep, filled with 
water, and was immediately submerged. Knowing 
rfiat only one of the two men in the tank could es¬ 
cape, Coip. Roberts said to the gunner, "Well, only 
one of us can get out and out you go.** wfaeretmon 
he poshed his companion through the bock door 
of tne tank and #as himself drowned. Next of kin,' 
Mrs. Frederick Zeife, aunt. 1050 Green Street. San 
Frandsco, Calif. 


Samplbb, Samvbi. M., SoriOBBt 

Company H. I42id Infantry. For conspicuoua 
gallantry smI intrepUity above and beyond me call 
of duty in action with the cne^ near St. Etienne. 
France. October 8. 1918. His c o m pany, having 
suffered severe casualties during an wdvanoe under 
machine-gun fire, was finally stopped. Sergt. Sampler, 
then a Cmrporal, detected the position of the enemy 
machine guns on an elevation. Armed with Ger¬ 
man hand-grenades which he had picked up, be left 
the line, om rushed forward in me face of heavy 
fire, until be was near the hostile nest, where he 
grenaded the position. His third grenade laiufed 
among the enemy, killing two, sflencing the machine 
pins and causing the surrmder of 28 Germans, whom 
be sent to the rear as prisoners. As a result of hia 
act the compai^ was immediately enabled to rraimr 
the advance. Home address, L. S. Sampler, Mber, 
Mangum, Okla. 

SANm.iN, WiLUB. Sorgonnt 

Co m pany A 132nd Infantry. For co nspicuous 
gaflantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of duty with the enemy at Bois de Forges. France. 
Septetnber 26. 1918. Sergt. Sandlin ahowed con¬ 
spicuous gallantry in action at Bob de Forgm, France, 
on September 26. by odvancinx alone dirmtiy on 
a macjiine-gun nest which was holding up the line 
with its fire. He killed the crew with a penade 
and enabled the Kne to advance. Later in tne day. 
Sergt. Sandlin attacked alone and put out of action, 
two other machine-gun nests.| setting a splendid 
example of bravery and coobiesa to kb men. Home 
aid^^ John Sandlin, brother. Hyden. Ky. 

Sawblbon, Wiluam, Sergoont 

Deceased. Company M. 312th Infantry. For 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity show and 
beyoM the call of duty in action with the enemy at 
Grange. France. October 26, 1918. Hearing a 
wounded man in a shell hole some dbtance awsy 
calling for water, Sergt. Sawebon, upon kb own 
iniriative. left shelter and crawled tkrou^ heavy 
machine-gun fire to where the man lay. giving him 
what wattf he had in his canteen. He then went 
back to hb own shell holr. ob t ai ne d more water and 
was returning to the wounded man. when he was 
killed by a machine-gun bullet. Next of kin. Jacob 
Sawelson. 315 North 5tli Stmt. Harrbon. N. J. 


'Sbtbbbt. Llovd M.. Sorgoont 

Coaspony F. 364th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
of duty in actioo with the amtmv near EpmonviUe. 
F r a n ce . September 26. 1918. Su2bring frm illness. 
Sergt. Seib^ remainod with hb platoon and led hb 
men with the hi^hext courage arid leadership under 
heavy shell and machine-gun fire. With two other 
soldim. Se^. Seibert diarpd a machine gun em- 
plac emen t in advance of hb Coinpany. he himself 
killing one of the enemy with a shot gun and cap¬ 
turing two others. In tbb encounter, he was 
^sounded, but nevcrdieless, continued in action 
ami when a withdrawal was ordered, he returned 
with the last unit, assisting a wounded comrade. 
Later in the evening he volunteered and carried in 
wounded until he fainted from exhaustion. Home 
address. George Seibert, father. R. F. D. No. I 
Salinas. Cal. 


Sstirn, Frbo E.. LieutBiiBBt-Coloiiel 

Deoestsad. 306th Infantry. For c on spi cu ous 
gallantry and intrepidly thaw and beyond dm ci^ 
of duty in action sridi the enemy near Bmarville. 
France. Siytewib er 28. 1918. Whm communication 
fram the forward rcgiroental post of command to 
the battalion leading the advance had been inter¬ 
rupted t e mp or a rily by ^ infiltration of small par^ 
of the enemy arsM with machine guns. Col. Smith 
personally M a pary of two other officers and ten 
a old brs and went torward to re-establish runner 
poalU and carry ammunition to the front line. The 
made becaBW confused and the pary strapred to the 
left flank besrood the outpoat of s u ppor ti ng troops, 
suddenly coming under fire from a poup m enemy 
m ac h i ne guns 50 jrards away. Sboutmg to the oiher 


i of kb pory to take cover, thb officer, i 
_ I of hb own danger, drew hb pbtol and 
opened fire on the German gun crew. About thb 
time he Ml. severely wo u nded in the side. but. regaining 
hb footing, he coi^umI to fire on the enemy until 
moat of the men in kb partv were out of ^nger. 
Refusing first-aid treatment, he then made kb way 
in plain view of the enemy to.a hand-grenade dump 
and returaed under co n t m ued heavy machine-gun 
fire for the purpose of msking another attack on the 
enemy emplacements. As he «ms atteanptii^ to 
asoertam the exact location of the neoreat neat he 
again fell, mortal^ wo u nded. Next of kin. Mrs. 
Qara Ripley Smith, wife. 3015 Fourteenth Sti^, 
“ . D. C. 


Tallby. Eowabd R., Sofgeant 

Cempony L. M^th Infanty. For conspicuous 
gallantry and mtrepidiy riiove and beyond ttie call 
of duy in action with rfie enemy near Poncheaux. 
France. October 7. 1916. Undeterred by seeing 
several coaarades killed in attempdim to put a hostile 
mochine-fun nest out of action. Swgt. Talley at¬ 
tacked ^ position s mgi c -handed. Armed only 
with a rifle, he rushed the nest in the face of intense 
enemy fire, killed or wounded at least sb of the 
crew, and silenced the gun. When the enemy at¬ 
tempted to bring forward another gun and ammunition. 
Ser^ TaUey ikove them back effective fire from 
hb rifle. f4nse address. Mrs. EOen Tally awtlier. 
R. F. D. No. I. Russellville. Tow. 





DwcmciL lOStk Infantry. For coMpkuous gal¬ 
lantry and iatrcpiditv above and bejrond die call of 
duty in action witb the enemy near Ronnaoy. France. 
September 27. 1916. Lieut. Turner led a group 
of men to the attack, under terrific artillery and 
machine-gun fire, after they had beco me reparated 
from the rert of the company in the derkneaer Si^- 
handed. he nnhed an enemy m a rhinft gun. which 
had euddody opened fire on hie group, and killed the 
crew with his pistol. He then meed forward to 
another machine-gun post twenty-Ji^ away and 
had killed one gunner hioMclf by the time the re¬ 
mainder of the detachment arrived and put the gun 
out of action. With the utmdet bravery he con¬ 
tinued to lead hb men over three lines of hosttk 
trenches, cleaning up each one as they advanced, 
regardless of the fact thgt he had been woun<M 
three times, and killed several of the enemy in hand- 
todiand encounters. After his pistol ammunition was 
ex^usted. this gallant ofteer seized the rifle of a d^ 
soldier, bayonetted several members of a machiM- 
gun crew, and shot the others. Upon reaching the 
fourth line trench, which sras his ohiective. Lieut. 
Turner captured it with the nine men remaining in 
his groep. and resisted a hostile counter attack until 
he was finally surrounded by the enemy and killed. 
Neat of kin, Mrs. William Turner, mother. 2S ffinckley 
Street. Dorchester. Mass. 


France, wtober 6. 1916. After his platoon had 
started the attack. Corp. Turner asaUted in organ- 
wmg a platoon, c o nsi s tin g of the B a tt a li o n Scouts, 
runners, and a detac h ment of Siaial Corps. As 
second in command of this platoon. Im fcariemly led 
them forward through heavy ene my fire, contin- 
.ually encouraging the asen. Later he encountered 
deadly machine-gun fire, which reduced the strength 
of his command to but four men, and these were 
obliged to take shelter. The enemy machine-gun 
engilaremsnr. twenty-five yards dhtant. kept up a 
cositinual fire from four machine guns. After the 
fire had shifted m oeaent a rily. Corp. Turner rushed 
forward with fixed bayonet mA churned the position 


alone, capturing the strong point, wito a complement 
of fifto Getaaans and four nmehine guns. His re¬ 
markable display of courage and fcaiiessness was 
instrumental in de st ro y i n g ^ strong point, the 
fire from which had blodced the advance of his com- 
Home address. C. F. Turner, father. Seminole. 


Van IsRSAt.. Louis. Sorgoant 

Congwny M, 9th Infantry. For consnicuous pl- 
lantry and intrepidity above and besrond the call of 
duty in action with the enemy at Mouron, France. 
November 9. 1918. While a member of the recon- 
naissence patrol sent odt at ni^t to ascertain the 
condition of a damaged bridge. Sergt. Van lersal 
volunteered to lead a party acr«M the bridge in the 
face of heavy machine-gun and rifle fire from a rarp 
of only 75 yarda. Ccawling over the debrw of the 
ruined bridge, he came u|mi a trap, which gave 
away and precipitated him into the water. In spite 
of the. swift current he succeeded in swumning across 
the stream gnd found a lodging plme a mon g t^ 
timbers on the opposite bank. Disregarding the 
enemy fire, he made a careful investigation of the 
hostiM position by which the bridge was driended 
and then returned to the other bank of the river re- 
porting this valuable information to the battalion 
commander. Home addrem. Mrs. Maria Van Rooey. 
mother. Dussan. Holland. 


ViLLVicuK. John C.. CorporsI 

Company M. Il8di Infantry. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call 
^ duty in action with the enemy at Vaux-Andigny. 
France. October 15. 1916. Having been sent out 
witb two odier soIcCers to scout through the village 
of Vaux^Andipiy, he met with resiatance 

from enemy maoiine-gun fire, which killed one of 
his men. and wounded the other. Continuiog hia 
advance without aid, five hundred yards in advance 
of his platoon, and in die face of machine-gun and 
artillery fire, he encountered four of the enemy in 
a dugout. whom he attacked and killed with a hand 
grenade. Cravd^ forward to a point one hundred 
fifty yards in advance qf ^ first encounter, he rushed 
a machine-gun nest, killing four and capturing six 
of the enemy, and takii^ two light machine guns. 
After bemg joined by hb platoon, he was severehr 
wounded in the arm. Home adekress. Mrs. P. T. 
ViOepifue. mother. 1517 Lyttleton St.. Camden. S. C. 


a non rommissinnrd omccr. he advanced againat 
thb post, and s ucce ed e d in reduring tfic nest by 
kilfiig[ thrae and capturing seven of die eneow and 
t^r guns. Horae adibess, Mrs. Laura ward, 
mother. 749 First North Street, Morristown. Tenn. 


Whittlsmy. Crarlbs W., Mnjor 

Now Lieut. Col. 306th Infantry. For conspicuous 
gaQantry and intrepidity above and besroM the 
call of duty in action with the enca^ northeaot' of 
Binarvifle. m the Forest D'Argoone. France. October 
2-7, 1916. Althou^ cut off for five d^ from 
the remaindw of lus division. Major Whitticaey 
maintained hb posi t ion which he had reached under 
orde rs looeivod for an advance, and held hb com¬ 
mand c on sis t ing originally of 463 oficers and men. 
^ the BOfithlnfantry and of Coxapany 1C of the 
307th Infantry, together, in the face of simerior 
numbers of the enemy d u ring the fivo days. Major 
Whittlesey and hb command were thus cut off and 
no rations or other sulkies reached him in ipitc of 
determined efforts whim were made by hb divbioo. 
On the fourth day Major Whittlesey receivod from 
the enemy a written propoaition to surrender, which 
he treated vrith contempt, althou^ he was at riiat 
time out of ratiom and had suffe^ a loss of about 
fifty per cent of hilled and wounded of hb command 
and was surrounded by the enemy. Hone address. 
Frank R. Wbittlcaoy. father. 36 Ptoncroy Avenue. 
Pittsfield. Mass. 



WiCKBRiHAac, J. Huntbr. Sucond Lientenant 

Deceased. 353rd Infantry. For conmicuaus gri- 
lantry and i ntr epid i ty above and biyoad the call of 
duty in actioa with the enemy near Limey. France. Sep¬ 
tember 12, 1916. Advandnf with hb platoon ihiri^ 
the St. WOtid dkwiyziUagL Wickershm was 
severely wounded in four pbees by the faurttang of a 
high explosive shelL Betae receivinx any aid for 
hknarlf he dressed the wounds of hb oraerly. who waa 
wounded at the same thne. He than or d ered and 
accompanied the further advance of hb platoon, al¬ 
though weakened by the loss of blood. »a ri^t 
hand^ arm betog disabled W wounds, he continued 
to fire hb revolver with ^ kit hand untd exhainted 
by loss of blood. He fril and died from hb wou^ 
before aid could be adminbtered. Next of kin. Mrs. 
W. E. Damon, mother. 3416 Colfax Boulevard. Dan- 
^vcr.Colo. 


Wou>. Nblb. Priwnte 

Deceased. Coenpany I. l3Mi^ Infantry. For 
gallantry and intrepidity above and 
bey^ the call of duty in action with the enemy 
near Cbcppy. France, aqp tcmber 26, 1916. Private 
Wold rendi^ moat gaflant ecrricc in akfing the 
advance of bb coenpany. wfaicb brd bcld op 
by macfaine-Mi nesta. advancing with one other 
soldier and Mienring the guns, bringing with bias, 
upon hb return, eleven prisoners. Later the same 
day he jumped from a timich and mscued a c o mra d e 
who was to he shot by a German oficcr. killing the 
officer diarii^ the exp)^. Hb actions were enrirdy 
vohMtnrily and it wm whik a ttf p tin g to rusk a 
fif^ macUne-gun nest that he was kiB^ The ad¬ 
vance of hb company wm mainb due to ^ smt 
courage and devotion to duty. Next of kin. 6|r«. 
T. E. Wold, mother. Mclnto^ Minn. 


Wbst. Chbstbb H.. First Sorgoant 

Company D. 363rd Infantry. For conepscuoua 
gallantry and intrepidito above and bcyend the call 
d duty in action near Bob de Cheppy. France, Sep¬ 
tember 26. 1916. Whik making kb way thiou^ 
a thick fog with hb autotnatk rifle section, hb ad¬ 
vance was halted by direct and unusual machine, 
gun fire from two guns. Without aid. he at once 
dashed tkrouxk the fire and attacking the nest. 
IuIImI two of m gunnel^ one of whom was an officer. 
Thb^ prompt and decisive hand-to-hand encounter 
on hb part enabled hb-company to advance farther 
without the loss of a man. Home address. Mrs. 
Mary H. Thornton, mother. Idaho Falls, Idaho. 


Yobb. Alvin C.. .Corpoml 

Couvany C. 328th Iidanlsy. For rmsiuruoua 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyoM the 
call of duty in octian with the enemy near Chatd- 
Qiehcsry. France. October 6. .1918. After hia 
platoon had suffered heavy caetoakics and three 
other non cemmieeiimQd^rilif rri bad become caeual- 
tiea. Corp.' York aaeimMl- comnsand. F carke el y 
kading seven men, be cmeged, witb^ great daring, a 
raaditne-g^ nest vdiidi was pouring deadly and 
incessant fire upon bb platoon. In tbH'hcroic feat, 
the machine-gun neet was taken tog e th er witb four 
enemy officers, 128 meA^ and several guna. Hom 
addreas. Mrs. Mary Brooks York, mother. PaH 
Man. Tenn. 
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CONGRESSIONAL MKDAL OF HONOR 


DISTlNGnSHKI) SERVICE 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 


The Three Decorations for 
American Soldiers 


T he first of these is the Congressional Medal of Honor. 
The custom of granting medals dates back to the Rev¬ 
olution, when the first American medals were awarded 
by Congress to the three men who captured the British 
spy. Major John Andre. The names of these men are 
worth recording: John Paulding, David Williams, and 

Jacob Van Wart. The present form of the ribbon and 
medal was adopted in 1904. During the World War the 
award of this highest honor was governed by such rigid 
restrictions that only seventy-eight medals were granted to 
members of the American Elxpeditionary Forces. 

The World War was also responsible for two other 
decorations for officers and men of the army. These were 
authorized by Congress in the Army Appropriation Act of 
July, 1918. In accordance with this act the President of 
the United States may present the Distinguished Service 
Cross to any p>erson who, while “ serving with the army of 
the United States since the sixth day of April, 1917,” shall 
have distinguished himself or herself by extraordinary heroism 
in connection with military operations against an armed 
enemy. The recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross, 
in other words, has been under fire and performed a deed 
of exceptional valor. The award is made by the President 
upon the recommendation of the Commander in Chief of 
the Army, who in turn acts upon the advice of the imme¬ 
diate superiors of the soldier to be honored. Nearly six 
thousand Distinguished Service Crosses were awarded. 

The same act of Congress provides for the Distinguished 
Service Medal, which is granted either to a man or woman 
who wins distinction by exceptionally meritorious service in a 
position of great responsibility. The Medal is the reward, 
therefore, of high officers who may be unusually able, but 
probably have not served in the trenches. 

The value of each of these decorations was further en¬ 
hanced by the rule that only one Congressional Medal of 
Honor, one Distinguished Service Cross, or one Distinguished 
Service Medal can be awarded to any one man or woman. 
When a recipient of the Distinguished Service Cross per¬ 
forms additional acts of valor justifying the award of a 
second medal, a bronze oak leaf, worn on the ribbon of the 
medal, may be granted to indicate a second citation for 
gallantry in action. 
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FINAL REPORT OF GEN. JOHN J, PERSHING 

(Up to and including the return of troops to the United States.) 


General Headquarters American Expeditionary Forces. 

September I, 1919. 

To the Secretary of War. 

Sin I have the honor to submit herewith my final report as Commander-in- 
Chief of the American Expeditionary Forces in Europe: 


PART I. 

PERIOD OF ORGANIZATION. 

1. I assumed the duties of this office on May 26, 1917, and, ac¬ 
companied by a small staff, departed for Europe on board the S. S, 
Baltic May 28. We arrived at London on June 9 and, after spending 
some days in consultation with the British authorities, reached Paris 
on June 13. 

2. Following the rather earnest appeals of the Allies for American 
troops, it was decided to send to France, at once, 1 complete division 
and 9 newly organized regiments of Engineers. The division was 
formed of regular regiments, necessary transfers of officers and men 
were made, and recruits were assigned to increase these units to the 
required strength. 

The offer by the Navy Department of one regiment of Marines to 
be reorganized as Infantry was accepted by the Secretary of War. 
and it became temporarily a part of the First Division. 

Prior to our entrance into the war, the regiments of our small 
army were very much scattered, and we had no organized units, even 
approximating a division, that could be sent overseas prepared to take 
the field. To meet the new conditions of warfare an entirely new 
organization was adopted in which our Infantry divisions were to con¬ 


sist of 4 regiments of Infantry of about treble their original size, 3 
regiments of Artillery, 14 machine-gun companies, I Engineer regiment. 
I Signal battalion, I troop of Cavalry, and other auxiliary units, mak¬ 
ing a total strength of about 28,000 men. 

MILITARY SITUATION. 

3. In order that the reason for many important decisions reached 
in the early history of the American Expeditionary Forces may be 
more clearly understood, and the true value of the American effort 
more fully appreciated, it is desirable to have in mind the main events 
leading up to the time of our entry into the war. 

1914. 

4. Although the German drive of 1914 had failed in its immedi¬ 
ate purpose, yet her armies had made very important gains. German 
forces were in complete possession of Belgium and occupied rich in¬ 
dustrial regions of northern France, embracing one-fourteenth of her 
population and about three-fourths of her coal and iron. The German 
armies held a strongly fortified line 468 miles in length, stretching 
from the Swiss border to Nieuport on the Elnglish Channel; her troops 
were within 48 miles of Paris and the initiative remained in Garman 
hands. 



In the east the rapidity of the Russian mobilization forced Germany, 
even before the Battle of the Marne, to send troops to that frontier, 
but the close of 1914 found the Russian armies ejected from East 
Prussia and driven back on Warsaw. 

The entry of Turkey into the war. because of the moral effect upon 
the Moslem world and the immediate constant threat created against 
Allied communications with the Far East, led to an effort by the Allies 
in the direction of the Dardanelles. 

1915. 

5. Italy joined the Allies in May and gave their cause new 
strength, but the effect was more or less offset when Bulgaria entered 
on the side of the Ointral Powers. 

The threatening situation on the Russian front and in the Balkans 
was still such that Germany was compelled to exert an immediate 
offensive effort in those directions and to maintain only a defensive 
attitude on the western front German arms achieved a striking series 
of successes in the vicinity of the Mzizurian Lakes and in Galicia, cap¬ 
turing Warsaw, Brest-Litovsk, and Vilna. The Central Powers over¬ 
ran Serbia and Montenegro. Meanwhile, the Italian armies forced 
Austria to use approximately one-half of her strength against them. 

In the west, the French and British launched offensives which cost 
the German armies considerable loss; but the objectives were limited 
and the effect was local. 

The Dardanelles expedition, having failed in its mission, was with¬ 
drawn in January, 1916. In Mesopotamia the Allied operations had 
not been successful. Although the British fleet had established its 
superiority on the sea, yet the German submarine blockade had devel¬ 
oped into a serious menace to Allied shipping. 

1916. 

6. Germany no doubt believed that her advantage on the eastern 
front at the close of 1915 again warranted an offensive in the west, 
and her attack against Verdun was accordingly launched in the spring 
of 1916. But Russia was not yet beaten and early in June, aided at 
the same time by the threat of an Italian offensive in the west, she began 
the great drive in Galicia that proved so disastrous to Austria. 

Roumania, having entered on the side of the Allies, undertook a 
promising offensive against Austria. The British and French Armies 
attacked along the Somme. Germany quickly returned to the defensive 
in the west, and in September initiated a campaign in the cast which, 
before the close of l9l6, proved unfortunate for Russia as well as 
Roumania. 


SPRING OF 1917. 

7. Retaining on the eastern front the forces considered sufficient 
for the final conquest of Russia, Germany prepared to aid Austria 
in an offensive against Italy. Meanwhile, the Russian revolution was 
well under way and, by Ae midsummer of 1917, Ac final collapse 
of Aat government was almost certain. 

The relatively low ’strength of Ae German forces on the western 
front led Ae Allies wiA much confidence to attempt a decision on Ais 
front; but Ae losses were very heavy and Ae effort signally failed. The 
failure caused a serious reaction especially on French morale, bo A 
in Ae army and Aroughout Ae country, and attempts to carry out 
extensive or combined operations were indefinitely suspended. 

In' Ae five months ending June 30, German submarines had ac¬ 
complished Ae destruction of more Aan Aree and one-quarter million 
tons of Allied Aipping. During Aree years Germany had seen 
practically all her offensives except Verdun crowned wiA success. Her 
battle lines were held on foreign soil and she had wiAstood every Allied 
attack since Ae Marne. The German general staff could now foresee 
Ae complete elimination of Russia. Ae possibility of defeating Italy 
before Ae end of Ae year and, finally, Ae campaign of 1918 against 
Ae French and British on Ac western front which might terminate Ae 
war. 

It can not be said Aat German hopes of final victory were ex¬ 
travagant, eiAer as viewed at Aat time or as viewed in Ae light of 
history. Financial problems of Ae Allies were difficult, supplies were 
becoming exhausted and Aeir armies had suffered tremendous losses. 
Discouragement existed not only among the civil population but Arough¬ 
out the armies as well. Such was Ae Allied morale that, although 
Aeir superiority on the western front during the last half of 1916 and 
during 1917 amounted to 20 per cent, only local attacks could be 
undertaken and Aeir effect proved wholly insufficient against Ae Ger¬ 
man defense. Allied resources in man power at home were lew and 
there was little prospect of materially increasing Aeir armed strengA, 
even in the face of Ae probability of having practically Ae whole 
military strengA of Ae Central Powers against Aem in Ae spring of 
1918. 

8, This was Ae state of affairs Aat existed when we entered Ae 
war. While our action gave the Allies much encouragement yet Ais 
was temporary, and a review of conditions made it apparent Aat 
America must make a supreme material effort as soon as possible. 
After duly considering the tonnage possibilities I cabled Ae following 
to Washington on July 6. 1917; 



Plans should contemplate sending over at least 1,000,000 men 
by next May. 

ORGANIZATION PROJECTS. 

9. A general organization project, covering as far as possible the 
personnel of all combat, staff, and administrative units, was forwarded 
to Washington on July II. This was prepared by the Operations 
Section of my staff and adopted in joint conference with the War 
Department Committee then in France. It embodied my conclusions 
on the military organization and effort required of America after a 
careful study of French and British experience. In forwarding this 
project I stated:. 

It is evident that a force of about 1,000,000 is the smallest unit 
which in modem war will be a complete, well-balanced, and inde¬ 
pendent fighting organization. However, it must be equally clear 
that the adoption of this size force as a basis of study should not 
be construed as representing the maximum force which should be 
sent to or which will be needed in France. It is taken as the force 
which may be expected to reach France in time for an offensive 
in 1918, and as a unit and basis of organization. Plans for the 
future should be based, especially in reference to the manufacture 
of artillery, aviation, and other material, on three times this force 
—i. e., at least 3,000,000 men. 

The original project for organized combat units and its state of 
completion on November II, 1918, are shown in the charts appended 
to this report. With a few minor changes, this project remained our 
guide until the end. 

10. While this general organization project provided certain Serv¬ 
ices of Supply troops, which were an integral part of the larger combat 
units, it did not include the great body of troops and services required 
to maintain an army overseas. To disembark 2,000,000 men, move 
them to their training areas, shelter them, handle and store the quantities 
of supplies and equipment they required called for an extraordinary 
and immediate effort in construction. To provide the organization for 
this purpose, a project for engineer services of the rear, including rail¬ 
ways, was cabled to Washington August 5, 1917, followed on Septem¬ 
ber 18, 191 7, by a complete service of the rear project, which listed 
item by item the troops considered necessary for the Services of Supply. 
Particular attention is invited to the charts herewith, which show the 
extent to which this project had developed by November II, 1918, 


and the varied units required, many of which did not exist in our Army 
prior to this war. 

11. In order that the War Department might have a clear-cut 
program to follow in the shipment of personnel and material to insure 
the gradual building up of a force at all times balanced and symmetrical, 
a comprehensive statement was prepared covering the order in which the 
troops and services enumerated in these two projects should arrive. 
This schedule of priority of shipments, forwarded to the War Depart¬ 
ment on October 7, divided the initial force called for by the two 
projects, the service of the rear project, and the schedule of priority of 
each. 

The importance of the three documents, the general organization 
project, the service of the rear project, and the schedule of priority of 
shipments should be emphasized, because they formed the basic pUn 
for providing an army in France together with its material for combat, 
construction, and supply. 

AMERICAN FRONT AND LINE OF COMMUNICATIONS. 

12. Before developing plans for a line of communications it was 
necessary to decide upon the probable sector of the front for the eventual 
employment of a distinctive American force. Our mission was offensive 
and it was essential to make plans for striking the enemy where a 
definite military decision could be gained. While the Allied Armies 
had endeavored to maintain the offensive, the British, in order to guard 
the Channel ports, were committed to operations in Flanders and the 
French to the portion of the front protecting Paris. Both lacked troops 
to operate elsewhere on a large scale. 

To the east the great fortified district of Verdun and around Metz 
menaced central France, protected the most exposed portion of the 
German line of communications, that between Metz and Sedan, and 
covered the Briey iron region, from which the enemy obtained the 
greater part of the iron required for munitions and material. The 
coal fields east of Metz were also covered by these same defenses. A 
deep advance east of Metz or the capture of the Briey region, by 
threatening the invasion of rich German territory in the Moselle Valley 
and the Saar Basin, thus curtailing her supply of coal or iron, would 
have a decisive effect in forcing a withdrawal of German troops from 
northern France. The military and economic situation of the enemy, 
therefore, indicated Lorraine as the field promising the most fruitful 
results for the employment of our armies. 

13. The complexity of trench life had enormously increased the 
tonnage of supplies required by troops. Not only was it a question 



of providing food but enormous quantities of munitions and material 
were needed. Upcn the failroads of France fell the burden of meeting 
the heavy demands of the three and one-half million Allied combatants 
then engaged. 

The British were crowding the Channel ports and the French were 
exploiting the manufacturing center of Paris, so that the railroads 
of northern France were already much overtaxed. Even though the 
Channel ports might be used to a limited extent for shipments through 
England, the railroads leading eastward would have to cross British 
and French zones of operation, thus making the introduction of a line 
of communications based on ports and railways in that region quite 
impracticable. If the American Army was to have an independent 
and flexible system it could not use the lines behind the British-Belgian 
front nor those in rear of the French front covering Paris. 

The problem confronting the American Expeditionary Forces was 
then to superimpose its rail communications on those of France where 
there would be the least possible disturbance to the arteries of supply 
of the two great Allied armies already in the field. This would 
require the utmost use of those lines of the existing French railroad 
system that could bear an added burden. Double-track railroad lines 
from the ports of the Loire and the Gironde Rivers unite at Bourges, 
running thence via Nevers, Dijon, and Neufchateau, with lines radiat¬ 
ing therefrom toward the right wing of the Allied front. It was 
estimated that these with the collateral lines available, after considerable 
improvement, could handle an additional 50,000 tons per day, required 
for an army of 2,000,000 men. The lines selected, therefore, were 
those leading from the comparatively unused soulh-Atlantic ports of 
France to the northeast where it was believed the American Armies 
could be employed to the best advantage. 

14. In the location of our main depots of supply, while it was 
important that they should be easily accessible, yet they must also be 
at a safe distance, as we were to meet an aggressive enemy capable 
of taking the offensive in any one of several directions. The area 
embracing Tours, Orleans, Montargis, Nevers, and Chateauroux was 
chosen, as it was centrally located with regard to all points on the 
arc of the western front. 

The ports of St Nazarie, La Pallice, and Bassens were designated 
for permanent use, while Nantes, Bordeaux, and Pauillac were for 
errercrency use. Several smaller ports, such as St. Male, Sables- 
d’Olonne, and Bayonne, were available chiefly for the importation of 
coal from England. From time to time, certain trans-Atlantic ships 
wfxt sent to Le Havre and Cherbourg. In anticipation of a large 
increase in the amount of tonnage that mig^t be required later, arrange¬ 


ments were made during the German offensive of 1918 to utilize the 
ports of Marseilles and Toulon as well as other smaller ports on the 
Mediterranean. 

For all practical purposes the American Expeditionary Forces were 
based on the American Continent. Three thousand miles of ocean 
to cross with the growing submarine menace confronting us, the quantity 
of ship tojinage that would be available then unknown and a line of 
communications by land 400 miles long frem French ports to our 
probable front presented difficulties that seemed almost insurmountable 
as compared with those of our Allies. 

15. For purposes of local administration our line of communica¬ 
tions in France was subdivided into districts or sections. The territory 
corresponding to and immediately surrounding the principal ports were, 
respectively called base sections, with an intermediate section embracing 
the region of the great storage depots and an advance section extending to 
the zone of operations, within which the billeting and training areas for 
our earlier divisions were located. 

16. In providing for the storage and distribution of reserve supplies 
an allowance of 45 days in the base sections was planned, with 30 
days in the intermediate section and 15 days in the advance section. 
After the safety of our sea transport was practically assured, this was 
reduced to a total of 45 days, distributed proportionately. When the 
Armistice was signed all projects for construction had been completed 
and supplies were on hand to meet the needs of 2,000,000 men, while 
further plans for necessary construction and for the supply of an addi¬ 
tional 2,000,000 were well under way. 

GENERAL STAFF. 

17. The organization of the General Staff and supply services 
was one of the first matters to engage my attention. Our situation in 
this regard was wholly unlike that of our Allies. The French Army 
was at home and in close touch with its civil government and war 
department agencies. While the British were organized on an overseas 
basis, they were within easy reach of their base of supplies in England. 
Their problems of supply and replacement were simple as compared 
with ours. Their training could be carried out at home with the ex¬ 
perience of the front at hand, while our troops must be sent as ships 
were provided and their training resumed in France where discontinued 
in the States. Our available tonnage was inadequate to meet all the 
initial demands, so that priority of material for combat and construc¬ 
tion, as well as for supplies that could not be purchased in Europe, 
must be established by those whose perspective included all the services 



and who were familiar with general plans. For the proper direction 
and coordination of the details of administration, intelligence, operations, 
supply, and training, a General Staff was an indispensable part of the 
Army. 

The functions of the General Staff at my headquarters were finally 
allotted to the five sections, each under an Assistant Chief of Staff, as 
follows: To the First, or Administrative Section—ocean tonnage, 
priority of overseas shipments, replacement of men and animals, organ¬ 
ization and types of equipment for troops, billeting, prisoners of war, 
military police, leaves and leave areas, welfare work and amusements; 
to the Second, or Intelligent Section—informaticn regarding the enemy, 
including espionage and counterespionage, maps, and censorship; to the 
Third, or Operations Section—strategic studies and plans and employ¬ 
ment of combat troops; to the Fourth Section—coordination cf supply 
services, including Construction, Transportation, and Medical Depart¬ 
ments, and control of regulating stations for supply; to the Fifth, or 
Training Section—tactical training, schools, preparation of tactical 
manuals, and athletics. This same system was applied in the lower 
echelons of the command down to include divisions, except that in 
corps and divisions the Fourth Section was merged with the First and 
the Fifth Section with the Third. 

18. As the American Expeditionary Forces grew, it was considered 
advisable that, in matters of procurement, transportation, and supply, 
the chiefs of the several supply services, who had hitherto been under 
the General Staff at my headquarters, should be placed directly under 
the supervision of the commanding general. Services of Supply. At 
General Headquarters, a Deputy Chief of Staff to assist the Chief of 
Staff was provided, and the heads of the five General Stiiff sections 
became Assistant Chiefs of Staff. 

The General Staff at my headquarters thereafter concerned itself 
with the broader phase of control. Under my general supervision and 
pursuant to clearly determined policies, the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
coordinated by the Chief of Staff, issued instructions and gave general 
direction to the great combat units and to the Services of Supply, keeping 
always in clcse touch with the manner and promptness of their fulfill¬ 
ment. Thus a system of direct responsibility was put into operation 
which contemplated secrecy in preparation, prompt decision in emergency, 
and coordinate acticn in execution. 

19. With the growth of our forces the demand for staff officers 
rapidly increased, but the available number of officers trained for staff 
duty was very limited. To meet this deficiency, a General Staff college 
was organized at Langres on November 28, 1917, for the instruction 
of such officers as could be spared. An intensive course of study of 


three months was prescribed embracing the details of our staff organiza¬ 
tion, and administration, and our system of supply, and teaching the com¬ 
bined employment of all arms and services in combat. Officers were care¬ 
fully chosen for their suitability and, considering the shert time available 
graduates from this school returned well equipped for staff duties and with 
a loyal spirit of common service much accentuated. The Staff College 
carried to completion four courses of three months each, graduating 337 
staff officers, 

TRAINING. 

20. Soon after our arrival in Europe careful study was made of 
the methods followed by our Allies in training combat troops. Beth 
the French and British maintained continuously a great system of 
schools and training centers, which provided for both theoretical and 
practical instruction of inexperienced officers and noncommissioned of¬ 
ficers. These centers were required not only to train new troops, but 
to prepare officers and soldiers for advancement by giving them a short 
course in the duties of their new grades. These schools systems made 
it possible to spread rapidly a knowledge of the latest methods developed 
by experience and at the same time counteract false notions. 

21. A similar scheme was adopted in August, 1917, for our Armies 
in which the importance of teaching throughout our forces a scund 
fighting doctrine of our own was emphasized. It provided for trocp 
training in all units up to include divisions. G>rps centers of instruc¬ 
tion for noncommissioned officers and unit commanders of all arms 
were established. These centers also provided special training for the 
instructors needed at corps schools. Base training centers for replace¬ 
ment troops and special classes of soldiers, such as cooks and mechanics, 
were designated. The army and corps schools were retained under the 
direct supervision of the Training Section, General Staff. The schools 
mentioned graduated 21,330 noncommissioned officers and 13,916 
officers. 

Particular care was taken to search the ranks for the most promising 
soldiers, in order to develop leaders for the command cf platoons and 
companies. There were graduated from these candidate schools in 
France 10,976 soldiers. It was planned to have 22,000 infantr 3 rmen 
under instruction by January I, 1919, graduating 3,000 to 6,000 each 
month. In addition, there were to be graduated monthly 800 artillery¬ 
men, 400 engineers, and 200 signalmen, making a total of about 7,000 
soldiers each month. Prior to November 14. 1918, 12,732 soldiers 
were commissioned as officers. 

It must not be thought that such a system is ideal, but it represents 



a compromise between the demand for efficiency and the imperative 
and immediate necessity for trained replacement officers. 

22. Every advantage was taken of the experience of our Allies 
in training officers. It was early recommended to the War Depart¬ 
ment that French and British officers be asked for to assist in the 
instruction of troops in the United States. Pending the organization 
and development of our own schools, a large number of our officers 
were sent to centers of instruction of the Allied armies. The training 
of our earlier divisions was begun in close association with the French 
divisions, under conditions set forth in the following paragraph on divi¬ 
sional training: 

Trench warfare naturally gives prominence to the defensive as 
opposed to the offensive. To guard against this, the basis of in¬ 
struction should be essentially the offensive both in spirit and in 
practice. The defensive is accepted only to prepare for future 
offensive. 

For training our Artillery units, special localities such as Valdahon, 
Coetquidan, Meucon, and Souge, had to be sought, and the instruc¬ 
tion was usually carried on in conjunction with French artillery followed 
up later, as far as possible, with field practice in cooperation with our 
own Infantry. 

23. The long period of trench warfare had so impressed itself upon 
die French and British that they had almost entirely dispensed with 
training for open warfare. It was to avoid this result in our Army and 
to encourage the offensive spirit that the following was published in 
October, 1917: 

j ♦ ♦ * Yhe above methods to be employed must 

remain or become distinctly our own. 

* (b) All instruction must contemplate the assumption of a 
vigorous offensive. This purpose will be emphasized in every 
phase of training until it becomes a settled habit of thought 

(c) The general principles governing combat remain un¬ 
changed in their essence. This war has developed special features 
which Involve special phases of training, but the fundamental ideas 
enunciated in our Drill Regulations, Small Arms Firing Manual, 
Field Service Regulations, and other service manuals remain the 
guide for both officers and soldiers and constitute the standard 
by which their efficiency is to be measured, except as modified 
in detail by instruction from these headquarters. 

(d) The rifle and the bayonet are the principal weapons of 
the mfantry soldier. He will be trained to a high degree of skill 


as a marksman, both on the target range and in the field firing. An 
aggressive spirit must be developed until the soldier feels himself, 
as a bayonet fighter, invincible in battle. 

(e) All officers and soldiers should realize that at no time 
in our history has discipline been so important; therefore, discipline 
of the highest order must be exacted at all times. The standards 
for the American Army will be those of West Point. The rigid 
attention, upright bearing, attention to detail, uncomplaining obedi¬ 
ence to instructions required of the cadet will be required of every 
officer and soldier of our armies in France. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Recommendations were cabled to Washington emphasizing the im¬ 
portance of target practice and musketry training, and reconunending 
that instruction in open warfare be made the mission of troops in the 
United States, while the training in trench warfare so far as necessary 
be conducted in France. Succeeding divisions, whether serving tem¬ 
porarily with the British or French, were trained as thus indicated. The 
assistance of the French units was limited to demonstrations, and, in the 
beginning French instructors taught the use of French arms and assisted 
in the preparation of elementary trench warfare problems. 

Assuming that divisions would arrive with their basic training com¬ 
pleted in the United States, one month was allotted for the instruction 
of small units from battalions down, a second month of experience in 
quiet sectors by battalions, and a third month for field practice in open 
warfare tactics by division, including artillery. Unfortunately many 
divisions did not receive the requisite amount of systematic training before 
leaving the States and complete preparation of such units for battle was 
Aus often seriously delayed. 

24. The system of training profoundly influenced Ae combat effi¬ 
ciency of our troops by its determined insistence upon an offensive 
doctrine and upon training in warfare movement. Instruction which had 
hitherto been haphazard, varying wiA Ae ideas and conceptions of 
mexperlenced commanding officers and indifferent instructors, was brought 
under a system based on correct principles. Approved and systematic 
meAods were maintained and enforced largely by Ae continual presence 
of members of Ae Training Section wiA Ae troops boA during Ae 
training period and in campaign. 

INTELLIGENCE. 

25. Before our entry into Ae war, European experience had shown 
Aat military operations can be carried out successfully and wiAout 
unnecessary loss only in Ae light of complete and reliable in forma- 



tion of the enemy. Warfare with battle lines separated by short dis¬ 
tances only, made possible the early acquirement of information, such as 
that obtained through airplane photography, observation from balloons 
and planes, sensitive instruments for detecting gun positions and raids 
to secure prisoners and documents. All such information, together 
with that from Allied sources, including military, political, and econom¬ 
ical, was collected, classified, and rapidly distributed where needed. 


26. From careful studies of the systems and actual participation 
by our officers in methods in use at various Allied headquarters, an 
Intelligence Service was evolved in our forces which operated success¬ 
fully from its first organization in August, 1917. 

With us the simpler methods, such as observation from the air and 
ground and the exploitation of prisoners and documents, have proved 
more effective than the le^s direct means. Every unit from the battalion 
up had an intelligence department, but only in divisions and larger 
organizations did the intelligence agencies embrace all available means 
and sources, including radio interception stations and sound and flash¬ 
ranging detachments. 

27. The subjects studied by the Intelligence Section embraced 
the location of the enemy’s front line, his order of battle, the history 
and fighting value of his divisions, his manpower, his combat activities, 
circulation and movement, his defensive organizations, supply, con¬ 
struction and material, air service, radio service, strategy and tactics, 
and what he probably knew of our intentions. The political and 
economic conditions within the enemies’ countries were also of extreme 
importance. 

28. To disseminate conclusions, daily publications were necessary, 
such as a Secret Summary of Intelligence containing information of 
the broadest scope, which concerned only General Headquarters; and 
a Summary of Information, distributed down to include the divisions, 
giving information affecting the western front. A Pr^ Review and a 
Summary of Air Intelligence were also published. 

Maps showing graphically the disposition and movement of enemy 
troops in our front were the best means for distributing information 
to our troops. At the base printing plant and at General Headquarters 
base maps were prepared while mobile printing plants, mounted on 
trucks, accompanied corps and army headquarters. G>mbat troops 
were thus supplied with excellent maps distributed, just before and 
during an attack, down to include company and platoon commanders. 
Between July 1 and November II, 1918, over 5,000,000 maps 
were used. 


29. The secret service, espionage and counterespionage, was organ¬ 
ized in close cooperation widi the French and British. To prevent 
indiscretions in the letters of officers and soldiers, as well as in articles 
written for the press, the Censorship Division was created. The 
Base Censor examined individual letters when the writer so desired, 
censored all mail written in foreign languages, of which there were 
over 50 used, and frequently checked up letters of entire organizations. 

30. The policy of press censorship adopted aimed to accomplish 
three broad results: 

To prevent the enemy from obtaining important information of our 
forces. 

To give to the people of the United States the maximum information 
consistent with the limitations imposed by the first object. 

To cause to be presented to the American people the facts as they 
were known at the time. 

There were with our forces 36 regularly accredited correspondents, 
while visiting correspondents reached a total of 411. 

SUMMER OF 1917 TO SPRING OF 1918. 

31. In order to hinder the enemy’s conquest of Russia and, if 
possible, prevent a German attack on Italy, or in the near east, the 
Allies sought to maintain the offensive on the western front as far 
as their diminished strength and morale would permit On June 7, 
1917, the British took Messines, while a succession of operations 
known as the Third Battle of Ypres began on July 31 and terminated 
with the capture of the Passchendaele Ridge November 6-10. The 
British attack at Cambrai is of special interest, since it was here that 
American troops (Eleventh Engineers) first participated in active 
fighting. 

The French successfully attacked on a limited front near Verdun, 
capturing Mort Homme on August 20 and advancing their lines to 
La Forge Brook. In another offensive, begun on October 23, they 
gained considerable ground on Chemin des Dames Ridge. These French 
attacks were characterized by most careful preparation to insure success 
in order to improve the morale of their troops. 

32. Notwithstanding these Allied attacks on the western front, 
the immense gains by the German armies in the east, culminating at 
Riga on September 3, precipitated the collapse of Russia. The follow- 
mg month, the Austrians with German assistance surprised the Italians 
and broke through the lines at Caporetto, driving the Italian armies 
back to the Piave River, inflicting a loss of 300,000 men, 600,000 
rifles, 3,000 guns, and enormous stores. This serious crisis compelled 



the withdrawal of 10 French and British divisions from the western 
front to Italy. The German situation on all other theaters was so 
favorable that as early as November they began the movement of 
divisions toward the western front. If needed, her divisions could be 
withdrawn from the Italian front before the French and British dared 
recall their divisions. 

33. At first the Allies could hardly hope for a large American 
Army. Marshal Joffre during his visit to America had made special 
request that a combat division be sent at once to Europe as visual 
evidence of our purpose to participate actively in the war, and also 
asked for Engineer regiments and other special service units. 

The arrival of the First Division and the parade of certain of its 
elements in Paris on July 4 caused great enthusiasm and for the 
time being French morale was stimulated. Still Allied apprehension 
was dee|>seated and material assistance was imperative. The follow¬ 
ing extract is quoted from the cabled summary of an Allied conference 
held on July 26 with the French and Italian Commanders-in-Chief and 
the British and French Chiefs of Staff: 

General conclusions reached were necessity for adoption of 
purely defensive attitude on all secondary fronts and withdrawing 
surplus troops for duty on western front. By thus strengthening 
western front believed Allies could hold until American forces 
arrive in numbers sufficient to gain ascendency. 

Tlie conference urged the immediate study of the tonnage situation 
with a view to accelerating the arrival of American troops. With 
the approach of winter, depression among the Allies over the Russian 
collapse and the Italian crisis was intensified by the conviction that the 
Germans would undertake a decisive offensive in the spring. 

A review of the situation showed that with Russia cut of the war 
the Central Powers would be able to release a large number of divisions 
for service elsewhere, and that during the spring and summer of 1918, 
without interfering with the status quo at Salonika, they could con¬ 
centrate on the western front a force much stronger than that of the 
Allies. In view of this, it was represented to the War Department 
in December as of the utmost importance that the Allied preparations 
be expedited. 

34. On December 31, 1917, there were 176,665 American 
troops in France and but one division had appeared on the front 
Disappointment at the delay of the American effort soon began to 


develop. French and British authorities suggested the more rapid 
entry of our troops into the line and urged the amalgamation of cur 
troops with their own, even insisting upon the curtailment of training 
to conform to the strict minimum of trench requirements they con¬ 
sidered necessary. 

My conclusion was that, although the morale of the German people 
and of the armies was better than it had been for two years, only 
an untoward combination of circumstances could give the enemy a 
decisive victory before American support as recommended could be 
made effective, provided the Allies secured unity of action. How¬ 
ever, a situation might arise which wculd necessitate the temporary use 
of all American troops in the units of our Allies for the defensive, but 
nothing in the situation justified the relinquishment of our firm purpose 
to form our own Army under our own flag. 

While the Germans were practicing for epen warfare and con¬ 
centrating their most aggressive personnel in shock divisions, the train¬ 
ing of the Allies was still limited to trench warfare. As cur troops 
were being trained for open warfare, there was every reason why 
we could not allow them to be scattered among our Allies, even by 
divisions, much less as replacements, except by pressure of sheer necessity. 
Any sort of permanent amalgamaticn would irrevocably commit Amer¬ 
ica’s fortunes to the hands of the Allies. Moreover it was obvious 
that the lack of homogeneity would render these mixed divisions diffi¬ 
cult to maneuver and almost certain to break up under stress of defeat, 
with the consequent mutual recrimination. Again, there was no doubt 
that the realization by the German people that independent American 
divisions, corps, or armies were in the field with determined purpose 
would be a severe blow to German morale and prestige. 

It was also certain that an early appearance of the larger Amer¬ 
ican units on the front would be most beneficiahto the morale of the 
Allies themselves. Accordingly, the First Division, on January 19, 
1918, took over a sector north of Toul; the Twenty-sixth Division 
went to the Soissons front early in February; the Forty-secend Division 
entered the line near Luneville, February 21, and the Second Division 
near Verdun, March 18. Meanwhile, the First Army G)rps Head¬ 
quarters, Maj. Gen. Hunter Liggett, commanding, was organized at 
Neufehateau on January 20, and the plan to create an independent 
American sector on the Lorraine front was taking shape. 

This was the situation when the ^eat German offensive was launched 
on March 21, 1918. 


PART II. 

OPERATIONS. 

EXPEDITING SHIPMENT OF TROOPS. 

1. TTic War Department planned as early as July, 1917, to send 
to France by June 15, 1918, 21 divisions of the then strength of 
20,000 men each, together with auxiliary and replacement troops, and 
those needed for the line of communications, amounting to over 200,000, 
making a total of some 650,000 men. Beginning with October, 6 
divisions were to be sent during that quarter, 7 during the first quarter 
of 1918, and 8 the second quarter. While these numbers fell short 
of my recommendation of July 6, 1917, which contemplated at least 
1,000,000 men by May, 1918, it should be borne in mind that the 
main factor in the problem was the amount of shipping to become 
available for military purposes, in which must be included tonnage 
required to supply the Allies with steel, coal, and food. 

2. On December 2, 191 7, an estimate of the situation was cabled 
to the War Department with the following recommendation: 

Paragraph 3. In view of these conditions, it is of the utmost 
importance to the Allied cause that we move swiftly. The mini¬ 
mum number of troops we should plan to have in France by the 
end of June is 4 Army corps of 24 divisions in addition to troops 
for service of the rear. Have impressed the present urgency upon 
Gen. Bliss and other American members of the conference. Gens. 
Robertson, Foch, and Bliss agree with me that this is the minimum 
that should be aimed at. This figure is given as the lowest we 
should think of and is placed no higher because the limit of 
available transportation would not seem to warrant it. 

Paragraph 4. A study of transportation facilities shows sufficient 
American tonnage to bring over this number of treops, but to do 
so there must be a reduction in the tonnage allotted to other than 
Army needs. It is estimated that the shipping needed will have 
to be rapidly increased up to 2,000,000 tens by May, in addition 
to the amount already allotted. The use of shipping for commercial 
purposes must be curtailed as much as possible. The Allies are 
very weak and we must come to their relief this year, 1918. The 
year after may be too late. It is very doubtful if thev can hold on 
until 1919 unless we give them a lot cf support this year. It b 
therefore strongly recommended that a complete readjustment of 
transportation be made and that the needs of the War Depart¬ 


ment as set forth above be regarded as immediate. Further details 
of these requirements will be sent later. 

and again on December 20, 1917: 

Understood here that a shipping program based on tonnage 
in sight prepared in War G>llege Division in September contem¬ 
plated that entire First Corps with its corps troops and some 
32,000 auxiliaries were to have been shipped by end of November, 
and that an additional program for December, January, and Feb¬ 
ruary contemplates that the shipment of the Second Corps with its 
corps troops and other auxiliaries should be practically completed by 
the end of February. Should such a program be carried out as 
per schedule and should shipments continue at corresponding rate, 
it would not succeed in placing even three complete corps, with 
proper proportion cf Army troops and auxiliaries, in France by the 
end of May. The actual facts are that shipments are not even 
keeping up to that schedule. It is now the middle of December 
and the First Corps is still incom.plete by over two entire divisions * 
and many corps troops. It can not be too emphatically declared 
that we should be prepared to take the field with at least four corps 
by June 30. In view of past performances with tonnage heretofore 
available such a project b impossible of fulfillment, but only by 
most strenuous attempts to attain such a result will we be in a 
position to take a proper part in operations in 1918. In view of 
fact that as the num.ber of our troops here increases a correspond¬ 
ingly greater amount of tonnage m.ust be provided for their supply, 
and also in view of the slow rate of shipment with tonnaore now 
available, it is of the most urgent importance that more tonnage 
should be obtained at once as already recommended in my cables 
and by Gen. Bliss. 

3. During January, 1918, discussions were held with the British 
authorities that resulted in an agreement, which became known as the 
six'divbicn plan and which provided for the transportation of six ’entire 
divisions in British tonnage, without interference with our own shipping 
program. High commanders, staff. Infantry, and auxiliary troops 
were to be given experience with British divisions, beginning with 
battalions, the Artillery to be trained under American direction, using 
French materiel. It was agreed that when sufficiently trained these 
battalions were to be re-formed into regiments and that when the Artillery 
was fully trained all of the units comprising each division were to be 


•The First, Forty-second. Second, and Twehty-slxth DlTlsIons had arrived; but 
not the Replacement and the Depot DIviatona. 



united for service under their own officers. It was planned that the 
period of training with the British should cover about 10 weeks. To 
supervise the administration and training of these divisions the Second 
G)rp8 staff was organized February 20, 1918. 

In the latter part of January joint note No. 12, presented by the 
Military Representatives with the Supreme War G)uncil was approved 
by the G)uncil. This note concluded that France would be safe 
during 1918 only under certain conditions, namely: 

(a) That the strength of the British and French troops in 
France are continuously kept up to their present total strength 
and that they receive the expected reinforcements of not less than 
two American divisions per month. 

THE GERMAN OFFENSIVES OF 1918 AND RELATED 
ALLIED AGREEMENTS. 

4. The first German offensive of 1918, beginning March 21. 
overran all resistance during the initial period of the attack. Within 
eight days the enemy had completely crossed the old Somme battlefield 
and had swept everything before him to a depth of some 56 kilometers. 
For a few days the loss of the railroad center of Amiens appeared 
imminent. The offensive made such inroads upon French and British 
reserves that defeat stared them in the face unless the new American 
troops should prove more immediately available than even the most 
optimistic had dared to hope. On March 27 the Military Representa- 
tives with the Supreme War Council prepared their joint note No. 18. 
This note repeated the previously quoted statement from joint note No. 
12, and continued: 

The battle which is developing at the present moment in France, 
and which can extend to the other theaters of operations, may 
very quickly place the Allied Armies in a serious situation from 
the point of view of effectives, and the Military Representatives 
are from this moment of opinion that the above-detailed condi¬ 
tion (see (a) par. 3) can no longer be maintained, and they 
consider as a general proposition that the new situation requires 
new decisions. 

The Military Representatives are of opinion that it is highly 
desirable that the American Government should assist the Allied 
Armies as soon as possible by permitting in principle the tem¬ 
porary service of American units in Allied Army corps and di¬ 
visions. Such reinforcements must, however, be obtained from 
other units than those American divisions which are now operat¬ 


ing with the French, and the units so temporarily employed must 
eventually be returned to the American Army. 

The Military Representatives are of the opinion that from the 
present time, in execution of the foregoing, and until otherwise di¬ 
rected by the Supreme War G)uncil, only American infantry and 
machine-gun units, organized as that Government may decide, be 
brought to France, and that all agreements or conventions hitherto 
made in conflict with this decision be modified accordingly. 

The Secretary of War, who was in France at this time, Gen. Bliss, 
the American Military Representative with the Supreme War Council, 
and I at once conferred on the terms of this note, with the result that 
the Secretary recommended to the President that joint note No. 18 be 
approved in the following sense: 

The purpose of the American Government is to render the fullest 
cooperation and aid, and therefore the recommendation of the 
Military Representatives with regard to the preferential trans¬ 
portation of American infantry and machine-gun units in the present 
emergency is approved. Such units, when transported, will be 
under the direction of the Commander-in-Chief of the American 
Expeditionary Forces, and will be assigned for training and use by 
him in his discretion. He will use these and all other military 
forces of the United States under his command in such manner as 
to render the greatest military assistance, keeping in mind always 
the determination of this Government to have its various military 
forces collected, as speedily as their training and the military sit¬ 
uation permits, into an independent American Army, acting in 
concert with the armies of Great Britain and France, and all 
arrangements made by him for their temporary training and service 
will be made with that end in view. 

While note No. 18 was general in its terms, the priority of ship¬ 
ments of infantry more especially pertained to those divisions that were 
to be trained in the British area, as that Government was to provide 
the additional shipping according to the six-division plan agreed upon 
even before the beginning of the March 21 offensive. 

On April 2 the War Department cabled that preferential trans¬ 
portation would be given to American infantry and machine-gun units 
during the existing emergency. Preliminary arrangements were made 
for training and early employment with the French of such infantry 
units as might be sent over by our own transportation. As for the 
British agreement, the six-division plan was to be modified to give pri¬ 
ority to the infantry of those divisions. However, all the Allies were 



now urging the indefinite continuation of priority for the shipment of 
infantry and its complete incorp>oration in their units, which fact was 
cabled to the War Department on April 3, with the specific recom¬ 
mendation that the total immediate priority of infantry be limited to four 
divisions, plus 43,300 replacements, and that the necessity for future 
priority be determined later. 

3. The Secretary of War and I held a conference with British 
authorities on April 7, during which it developed that the British had 
erroneously assumed that the preferential shipment of infantry was to 
be continuous. It was agreed at this meeting that 60,000 infantry and 
machine-gun troops, with certain auxiliary units to be brought over by 
British tonnage during April, should go to the British area as part of 
the six-division plan, but that there should be a further agreement as 
to subsequent troops to be brought over by the British. Consequently, 
a readjustment of the priority schedule was undertaken on the basis of 
postponing “shipment of all noncombatant troops to the utmost possible 
to meet present situation, and at the same time not make it impossible 
to build up our own Army.” 

6. The battle line in the vicinity of Amiens had hardly stabilized 
when, on April 9, the Germans made another successful attack against 
the British lines on a front of some 40 kilometers in the vicinity of 
Armentieres and along the Lys Tliver. As a result of its being included 
in a salient formed by the German advance, Passchendaelc Ridge, the 
capture of which had cost so dearly in 1917. was evacuated by the 
British on April 1 7. 

The losses had been heavy and the British were unable to replace 
them entirely. They were, therefore, making extraordinary efforts to 
increase the shipping available for our troops. On April 21,1 went to 
London to clear up certain questions concerning the rate of shipment 
and to reach the further agreement provided for in the April 7 con¬ 
ference. The result of this London agreement was cabled to Washing¬ 
ton April 24, as follows: 

(a) That only the infantry, machine guns, engineers, and sig¬ 
nal troops of American divisions and the headquarters of divisions 
and brigades be sent over in British and American shipping dur¬ 
ing May for training and service with the British army in France 
up to six divisions and that any shipping in excess of that required 
for these troops be utilized to transport troops necessary to make 
these divisions complete. The training and service of these troops 
will be carried out in accordance with plans already agreed upon 
between Sir Douglas Haig and Geri. Pershing, with a view at an 
early date of building up American divisions. 


(fc) That the American personnel of the artillery of these di¬ 
visions and such corps troops as may be required to build up 
American corps organizations follow immediately thereafter, and 
that American artillery personnel be trained with French materiel 
and join its proper divisions as soon as thoroughly trained. 

(c) If, when the program outlined in paragraphs (a) and (b) 
is completed, ^e military situation makes advisable the further ship¬ 
ment of infantry, etc., of American divisions, then all the British 
and American shipping available for transport of troops shall be 
used for that purpose under such arrangement as will insure im¬ 
mediate aid to the Allies, and at the same time provide at the 
earliest moment for bringing over American artillery and other 
necessary units to complete the organization of American divisions 
and corps. Provided that the combatant troops mentioned in (a) 
and (t) be followed by such Service of the Rear and other troops 
as may be considered necessary by the American Commander-in- 
Chief. 

(d) That it is contemplated American divisions and corps when 
trained and organized shall be utilized under the American Com- 

' mander-in-Chief in an American group. 

(e) That the American G)mmander-in-Chief shall allot Amer¬ 
ican troops to the French or British for training or train them with 
American units at his discretion, with the understanding that troops 
already transported by British shipping or included in the six di¬ 
visions mentioned in paragraph (a) are to be trained with the 
British Army, details as to rations, equipment, and transport to be 
determined by special agreement. 

7. At a meeting of the Supreme War G>uncil held at Abbeville 
May I and 2. the entire question of the amalgamation of Americans 
with the French and British was reopened. An urgent appeal came 
from both French and Italian representatives for American replacements 
or units to serve with their armies. After prolonged discussion regard¬ 
ing this question and that of priority generally the following agreement 
was reached, committing the Council to an independent American Army 
and providing for the immediate shipment of certain troops: 

It is the opinion of the Supreme War Council that, in order to 
carry the war to a successful conclusion, an American Army 
should be formed as early as possible under its own commander 
and under its own flag. In order to meet the present emergency 
it is agreed that American troops should be brought to France as 
rapidly as Allied transportation facilities will permit, and that, as 
far as consistent with the necessity of building up an American 


Army, preferance will be given to infantry and machine-gun units 
for training and service with the French and British Armies; 
with the understanding that such infantry and machine-gun units 
are to be withdrawn and united with its own artillery and aux¬ 
iliary troops into divisions and corps at the direction of the Amer¬ 
ican Commandcr-in-Chief after consultation with the G)mmandcr- 
in-Chief of the Allied Armies in France. 

Subparagraph A. It is also agreed that during the mcnth of 
May preferences shculd be given to the transportation of infantry 
and machine-gim units of six divisions, and that any excess ton¬ 
nage shall be devoted to bringing over such other troops as may 
be determined by the American 0)mmander-in-Chief. 

Subparagraph B. It is further agreed that this program shall 
be continued during the month of June upon condition that the 
British Government shall furnish transportation for a minimum of 
1 30,000 men in May and 150,000 men in June, with the un¬ 
derstanding that the first six divisions of infantry shall go to the 
British for training and service, and that troops sent over in June 
shall be allocated for training and service as the American Com- 
mander-in-Chief may determine. 

Subparagraph C. It is also further agreed that if the British 
Government shall transport an excess of 150,000 men in June that 
such excess shall be infantry and machine-gun units, and that early 
in June there shall be a new review of the situation to determine 
further action. 

The gravity of the situation had brought the Allies to a full realiza¬ 
tion of the necessity of providing all possible tonnage for the transporta¬ 
tion of American troops. Although their views were accepted to the 
extent of giving a considerable priority to infantry and machine gunners, 
the priority agreed upon as to this class of troops was not as extensive 
as some of them deemed necessary, and the Abbeville conference was 
adiourned with the understanding that the question of further priority 
v onld be discussed at a conference to be held about the end of May. 

8. The next offensive of the enemy was made between the Oise 
and Berry-au-Bac acainst the French instead of against the British, as 
was generally expected, and it came as a complete surprise. The initial 
Aisne attack, covering a front cf 35 kilometers, met with remarkable 
success, as the German armies advanced no less than 50 kilometers in 
four days. On reaching the Marne that river was used as. a defensive 
^a^k and the German advance was directed toward Paris. During the 
first days of June something akin to a panic seized the city and it was 
estimated that 1,000,000 people left during the spring of 1918. 


The further conference which had been agreed upon at Abbeville 
was held at Versailles on June I and 2. The opinion of our Allies as 
to the existing situation and the urgency of their insistence upon further 
priority for infantry and machine gunners are shown by the following 
message prepared by the Prime Ministers of Great Britain, France, and 
Italy, and agreed to by Gen. Foch: 

The Prime Ministers of France, Italy, and Great Britain, now 
meeting at Versailles, desire to send the following message to the 
President of the United States: 

“We desire to express our warmest thanks to President Wilson 
for the remarkable promptness with which American aid, in ex¬ 
cess of what at cne time seemed practicable, has been rendered 
to the Allies during the past month to meet a great emergency. 
The crisis, however, still continues. Gen. Foch has presented to 
us a statement of the utmost gravity^ which points out that the 
numerical superiority cf the enemy in France, where ! 62 Allied 
divisions now oppose 200 German divisions, is very heavy, and 
that, as there is no possibility of the British and French increasing 
the number of their divisions (on the contrary, they are put tc ex¬ 
treme straits to keep them up) there is a great danger of the war be¬ 
ing lost unless the numerical inferiority of the Allies can be remedied 
as rapidly as possible by the advent of American troops. He, there¬ 
fore, urges with the utmost insistence that the maximum possible 
number of infantry and machine gunners, in which respect the 
shortage of men on the side of the Allies is most marked, should 
continue to be shipped from America in the months of June and 
July to avert the immediate danger from an Allied defeat in the 
present campaign owing to the Allied reserves being exhausted 
before those of the enemy. In addition to this, and looking tc the 
future, he represents that it is impossible to foresee ultimate victory 
in the war unless America is able to provide such an Army as will 
enable the Allies ultimately tc establish numerical superiority. He 
places the total American force required for this at no less than 
I 09 divisions, and urges the continuous raising of fresh American 
levies, which, in his opinion, should not be less than 300,000 a 
month, with a view to establishing a total American force of 100 
divisions at as early a date as this can possibly be done. 

“We are satisfied that Gen. Foch, who is conducting the present 
campaign with consummate ability, and on whose military judg¬ 
ment we continue to place the most absolute reliance, is not over¬ 
estimating the needs of the case, and we feel confident that the 
Government of the United States will do everything that can be 



done, both to meet the needs of the immediate situation and to 
proceed with the continuous raising of fresh levies, calculated to 
provide, as soon as possible, the numerical superiority which the 
G>mmander'in'Chief of the Allied Armies regards as essential to 
ultimate victory.” 

A separate telegram contains the arrangements which Gen. Foch, 
Gen. Pershing, and Lord Milner have agreed to recommend to 
the United States Government with regard to the dispatch of’ 
American troops for the months of June and July. 

(Signed) Clemenceau, 

D. Lloyd George, 
Orlando. 

Such extensive priority had already been given to the transport of 
American infantry and machine gimners that the treops of those cate¬ 
gories which had received even partial training in the United States 
were practically exhausted. Moreover, the strain on our Services of 
Supply made it essential that early relief be afforded by increasing its 
personnel. At the same time, the corresponding services of our Allies 
had in certain departments been equally overtaxed and their responsible 
heads were urgent in their representations that their needs must be 
relieved by bringing over American specialists. The final agreement 
was cabled to the War Department on June 5, as follows; 

The following agreement has been concluded between Gen. 
Foch, Lord Milner, and myself with reference to the transperta- 
tion of American troops in the months of June and July: 

“The following recommendations are made cn the assumption 
that at least 250,000 men can be transported in each of the 
months of June and July by the employment of combined British 
and American tonnage. We recommend: 

“(a) Fcr the month of June: (1) Absolute priority shall be 
given to the transportation of 1 70,000 combatant troops (viz, six 
divisions without artillery, ammunition trains, or supply trains, 
amounting to 126,000 men and 44,000 replacements fcr combat 
troops) ; (2) 25,400 men for the service of the railways, of 
which 13,400 have been asked for by the French Minister of 
Transportation; (3) the balance to be troops of categories to be 
determined by the G)mmander-in-Chief, American Expeditionary 
Forces. 

“(b) For the month of July: (I) Absolute priority for the 
shipment of 140,000 combatant troops of the nature defined 
above (four divisions minus artillery ‘et cetera* amounting to 


84,000 men, plus 56,000 replacement); (2) the balance of the 
250.000 to consist of troops to be designated by the G)mmander- 
in-Chief, American Expeditionary Forces. 

**(c) It is agreed that if the available tonnage in either menth 
allows of the transportation of a larger number of men than 250,- 
000, the excess tonnage will be employed in the transportation of 
combat treops as defined above. 

“(J) We recognize that the combatant troops to be dis¬ 
patched in July may have to include troops which have had in¬ 
sufficient training, but we consider the present emergency is such 
as to justify a temporary and exceptional departure by the United 
States frem sound principles of training, especially as a similar 
course is being followed by France and Great Britain. 

(Signed) “Foch, 

“Milner, 

“Pershing.** 

9. The various prop>osals during these conferences regarding pri¬ 
ority of shipment, often very insistent, raised questions that were not 
only most difficult but most delicate. On the one hand, there was a 
critical situation which must be. met by immediate action, while, on the 
other hand, any priority accorded a particular arm necessarily post¬ 
poned the formation of a distinctive American fighting force and the 
means to supply it Such a force was, in my opinion, absolutely 
necessary to win the war. A few of the Allied representatives became 
convinced that the American Services of Supply should not be neg¬ 
lected but should be developed in the common interest. The success 
of our divisions during May and June demonstrated fully that it was 
not necessary to draft Americans under foreign flags in order to utilize 
American manhood most effectively. 

ALLIED COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

10. When, on March 21, 1918, the German Army on the western 
front began its series of offensives, it was by far the most formidable 
force the world had ever seen. In fighting men and guns it had a great 
superiority, but this was of less importance than the advantage in 
morale, in experience, in training for mobile warfare, and in unity of 
command. Ever since the collapse of the Russian armies and the 
crisis on the Italian front in the fall of 1917, German armies were 
being assembled and trained for the great campaign which was to end 
the war before America*8 effort could be brought to bear. Germany’s 
best troops, her most successful generals, and all the experience gained 
in three years of war were mobilized for the supreme effort. 


The first blow fell on the right of the British Annies, including the 
junction of the British and French forces. Only the prompt coopera¬ 
tion of the French and British general headquarters stemmed the tide. 
The reason for this objective was obvious and strikingly illustrated the 
necessity for having someone with sufficient authority over all the Allied 
Armies to meet such an emergency. The lack of complete cooperation 
among the Allies on the western front had been appreciated and the 
question of preparation to meet a crisis had already received attention 
by the Supreme War Council. A plan had been adopted by which 
each of the Allies would furnish a certain number of divisions for a 
general reserve to be under the direction of the military representatives 
of the Supreme War Council of which Gen. Foch was then the senior 
member. But when the time came to meet the German offensive in 
March these reserves were not found Available and the plan failed. 

This situation resulted in a conference for the immediate considera¬ 
tion of the question of having an Allied Commander-in-Chief. After 
much discussion during which my view favoring such action was clearly 
stated, an agreement was reached and Gen. Foch was selected. His 
appointment as such was made April 3 and was approved for the United 
States by the President on April 16. The terms of the agreement 
under which Gen. Foch exercised his authority were as follows: 

Beauvais, April 3. 1918. 

Gen. Foch is charged by the British, French, and American 
Governments with the coordination of the action of the Allied 
Armies on the western front; to this end there is conferred on him 
all the powers necessary for its effective realization. To the same 
end, the British, French, and American Governments confide in 
Gen. Foch the strategic direction of military operations. 

The Commander-in-Chief of the British, French, and American 
Armies will exercise to the fullest extent the tactical direction of 
their armies. Each Commander-in-Chief will have the right to 
appeal to his Government, if in his opihion his Army is placed in 
danger by the instructions received from Gen. Foch. 

(Signed) G. Clemenceau. 

Retain. 

F. Foch. 

Lloyd George. 

D. Haig, F. M. 

Henry Wilson, CpneraU 3A.18. 

Tasker H. Bliss, General and Chief of Staff. 
John J. Pershing, General U. S. A. 


EMPLOYMENT OF AMERICAN DIVISIONS FROM 
MARCH TO SEPTEMBER, 1918. 

11. The grave crisis precipitated by the first German offensive 
caused me to make a hurried visit to Gen. Foch*s headquarters, at 
Bombon, during which all our combatant forces were placed at his 
disposal. The acceptance of this offer meant the dispersion of our 
troops along the Allied front and a consequent delay in building up a 
distinctive American force in Lorraine, but the serious situation of the 
Allies demanded this divergence from our plans. 

On March 21, approximately 300,000 American troops had reached 
France. Four combat divisions, equivalent in strength to eight French 
or British divisions, were available—the First and Second then in line, 
and the Twenty-sixth and Forty-second just withdrawn from line after 
one month’s trench warfare training. The last two divisions at once 
began taking over quiet sectors to release divisions for the battle; the 
Twenty-sixth relieved the First Division, which was sent to northwest of 
Paris in reserve; the Forty-second relieved two French divisions from 
quiet sectors. In addition to these troops, one regiment of the Ninety- 
third Division was with the French in the Argonne, the Forty-first Depot 
Division was in the Services of Supply, and "three divisons (Third, 
Thirty-second, and Fifth) were arriving. 

12. On April 25 the First Division relieved two French divisions 
on the front near Montdidier and on May 28 captured the important 
observation stations on the heights of Cantigny with splendid dash. 
French artillery, aviation, tanks, and flame throwers aided in the attack, 
but most of this French assistance was withdrawn before the comple¬ 
tion of the operation in order to meet the enemy’s new offensive launched 
May 27 toward Chateau-Thierry. The enemy reaction against our 
troops at Cantigny was extremely violent, and apparently he was deter¬ 
mined at all costs to counteract the most excellent effect the American 
success had produced. For three days his guns of all calibers were 
concentrated on our new position and counterattack succeeded count#-r- 
attack. The desperate efforts of the Germans gave the fighting at 
Cantigny a seeming tactical importance entirely out of proportion to the 
numbers involved. 

1 3. Of the three divisions arriving in France when the first German 
offensive began, the Thirty-second, intended for replacements, had been 
temporarily employed in the Services of Supply to meet a shortage of 

f ersonnel, but the critical situation caused it to be reassembled and 
y May 21 it was entering the line in the Vosges. At this time the 
Fifth Division, though still incomplete, was also ordered into the line in 
the same region. The Third Division was assembling in its training 



area and the Third Corps staff had just been organized to administer 
these three divisions. In addition to the eight divisions already men- 
tioned, the Twenty-eighth and Seventy-seventh had arrived in the 
British area, and the Fourth, Twenty-seventh, Thirtieth, Thirty-third, 
Thirty-fifth, and Eighty-second were arriving there. Following the 
agreements as to British, shipping, our trocps came so rapidly that by 
the end of May we had a force of 600,000 in France. 

The Third German offensive on May 27, against the French on the 
Aisne, soon developed a desperate situation for the Allies. The Second 
Division, then in reserve northwest of Paris and preparing to relieve the 
First Division, was hastily diverted to the vicinity of Meaux on May 31, 
and, early on the morning of June 1, was deployed across the Chateau- 
Thierry-Paris road near Montreuil-aux-Lions in a gap in the French 
line, where it stopped the German advance on Paris. At the same 
time the partially trained Third Division was placed at French disposal 
to hold the crossings of the Marne, and its motorized machine-gun bat¬ 
talion succeeded in reaching Chateau-Thierry in time to assist in suc¬ 
cessfully defending that river crossing. 

The enemy having been halted, the Second Division commenced a 
series of vigorous attacks on June 4, which resulted in the capture of 
Belleau Woods after very severe fighting. The village of Bouresches 
was taken soon after, and on July 1 Vaux was captured. In these 
operations the Second Division met with most desperate resistance by 
Germany’s best troops. 

14. To meet the March offensive, the French had extended their 
front from the Oise to Amiens, about 60 kilometers, and during the 
German drive along the Lys had also sent reinforcements to assist the 
British. The French lines had been further lengthened about 45 
kilometers as a result of the Marne pocket made by the Aisne offensive. 
This increased frontage and the heavy fighting had reduced French 
reserves to an extremely low point. 

Our Second Corps, under Maj. Gen. George W. Read, had been 
organized for the command of the 10 divisions with the British, which 
were held back in training areas or assigned to second-line defenses. 
After consultation with Field Marshal Haig on June 3, 5 American 
divisions were relieved from the British area to support the French. 
The Seventy-seventh and Eighty-second Divisions were moved south to 
release the Forty-second and Twenty-sixth for employment on a more 
active portion of the front; the Thirty-fifth Division entered the line in 
the Vosges, and the Fourth and Twenty-eighth Divisions were moved 
to the region of Meaux and Chateau-Thierry as reserves. 

On June 9 the Germans attacked the Montdidier-Noyon front in 
an effort to widen the Marne pocket and bring their lines nearer to 


Paris, but were stubbornly held by the French with comparatively 
little loss of ground. In view of the unexpected results of the three 
preceding attacks by the enemy, this successful defense proved beneficial 
to the Allied morale, particularly as it was believed diat the German 
losses were unusually heavy. 

15. On July 15, the date of the last German offensive, the First, 
Second, Third, and Twenty-sixth Divisions were on the Chateau- 
Thierry front with the Fourth and Twenty-eighth in support, some 
small units of the last two divisions gaining front-line experience with 
our troops or with the French; the Forty-second Division was in sup¬ 
port of the French east of Rheims; and four colored regiments were 
with the French in the Argonne. On the Alsace-Lorraine front we 
had five divisions in line with the French. Five were with the British 
Army, three having elements in the line. In our training areas four 
divisions were assembled and four were in the process of arrival. 

The Marne salient was inherently weak and offered an opportunity 
for a counteroffensive that was obvious. If successful, such an opera¬ 
tion would afford immediate relief to the Allied defense, would remove 
the threat against Paris, and free the Paris-Nancy Railroad. But, 
more im|;>ortant than all else, it would restore the morale of the Allies 
and remove the profound depression and fear then existing. Up to 
this time our units had been put in here and there at critical points as 
emergency troops to stop the terrific German advance. In every trial, 
whether on the defensive or offensive, they had proved themselves 
equal to any troops in Europe. As early as June 23 and again on July 
10 at Bombon, I had very strongly urged that our best divisions be 
concentrated under American command, if possible, for use as a striking 
force against the Marne salient. Although the prevailing view among 
the Allies was that American units were suitable only for the defensive, 
and that at all events they could be used to better advantage under 
Allied command, the suggestion was accepted in principle, and my esti¬ 
mate of their offensive fighting qualities was soon put to the test. 

The enemy had encouraged his soldiers to believe that the July 15 
attack would conclude the war with a German peace. Although he 
made elaborate plans for the operation, he failed to conceal fully his 
intentions, and the front of attack was suspected at least one week 
ahead. On the Champagne front the actual hour for the assault was 
known and the enemy was checked with heavy losses. The Forty- 
second Division entered the line near Somme Py immediately, and five 
of its infantry battalions and all its artillery became engaged. South¬ 
west of Rheims and along the Marne to die east of Chateau-Thierry 
the Germans were at first somewhat successful, a penetration of 6 
kilometers beyond the river being effected against the French imme- 


diately to the right of our Third Division. The following quotation 
from the report cf the commanding general Third Division gives the 
result of the fighting on his front: 

Although the rush of the German troops overwhelmed some of 
the front'line positions, causing the infantry and machine-gim com- 
panies to suffer, in some cases a 30 per cent loss, no German sol¬ 
dier crossed the road from Fossoy to Crezancy, except as a prisoner 
of war, and by noon of the following day (July 16) there were 
no Germans in the foreground of the Third Division sector ex¬ 
cept the dead. 

On this occasion a single regiment of the Third Division wrote 
one of the most brilliant pages in our military annals. It prevented 
the crossing at certain points on its front, while on either flank the 
Germans who had gained a footing pressed forward. Our men, firing 
in three directions, met the German attacks with counterattacks at crit¬ 
ical points and succeeded in throwing two German divisions into com¬ 
plete confusion, capturing 600 prisoners. 

16. The selection by the Germans of the Giampagne sector and 
the eastern and southern faces of the Marne packet on which to make 
their offensive was fortunate for the Allies, as it favored the launching 
of the counterattack already planned. There were now ever 1,200,000 
American troops in France, which provided a considerable force of re¬ 
serves. Every American division with any sort of training was made 
available for use in a counteroffensive. 

Gen. Petain’s initial plan for the counterattack involved the entire 
western face of the Marne salient. The First and Second American 
Divisions, with the First French Moroccan Division between them, 
were employed as the spearhead of the main attack, driving directly 
eastward, through the most sensitive portion of the German lines, to 
the heights south of Soissons. The advance began on July 18, without 
the usual brief warning of a preliminary bombardment, and these three 
divisions at a single bound broke through the enemy’s infantry defenses 
and overran his artillery, cutting or interrupting the German communica¬ 
tions leading into the salient. A general withdrawal from the Marne 
was immediately begun by the enemy, who still fought stubbornly to 
prevent disaster. 

The First Division, throughout 4 days of constant fitting, ad¬ 
vanced 11 kilometers, capturing Berzy-le-Sec and the heights above 
Soissons and taking some 3,500 prisoners and 68 field guns from the 
7 German divisions emploved against it. It was relieved bv a British 
division. The Second Division advanced 8 kilometers in the first 26 
hours, and by the end of the second day was facing Tigny, having cap¬ 


tured 3,000 prisoners and 66 field guns. It was relieved the night of 
the 19th by a French division. The result of this counteroffensive was 
of decisive importance. Due to the magnificent dash and power dis¬ 
played on the field of Soissons by our First and Second Divisions the 
tide of war was definitely turned in favor of the Allies. 

Other American divisions participated in the Marne counteroffensive. 
A little to the south of the Second Division, the Fourth was in line 
with the French and was engaged until July 22. The First American 
G>rps, Maj. Gen. Hunter Liggett commanding, with the Twenty-sixth 
Division and a French division, acted as a pivot of the movement to¬ 
ward Soissons, capturing Torcy cn the 18th and reaching the Chateau- 
Thierry-Soissons road on the 21 st. At the same time the Third Division 
crossed the Marne and took the heights of Mont St. Pere and the 
villages of Charteves and Jaulgonne. 

In the First Corps, the Forty-second Division relieved the Twenty- 
sixth on July 25 and extended its front, on the 26th relieving the 
French division. From this time until August 2 it fought its way 
through the Forest de Fere and across the Ourcq, advancing toward 
the Vesle until relieved by the Fourth Division on August 3. Early in 
this period elements of the Twenty-eighth Division participated in the 
advance. 

Farther to the east the Third Division forced the enemy back to 
Rcnchercs Wood, where it was relieved on July 30 by the Thirty- 
second Division from the Vosges front. The Thirty-second, after 
relieving the Third and some elements of the Twenty-eighth on the line 
of the Ourcq River, advanced abreast of the Forty-second toward the 
Vesle. On August 3 it passed under control of our Third Corps, 
Maj. Gen. Robert L. Bullard commanding, which made its first ap¬ 
pearance in battle at this tim.e, while the Fourth Division took up the 
task of the Forty-second Division and advanced with the Thirty-second 
to the Vesle River, where, on August 6, the operation for' the reduction 
cf the Marne salient terminated. 

In the hard fighting from July 18 to August 6 the Germans were 
not onlv halted in their advance but were driven back from the Marne 
to the Vesle and conunitted wholly to the defensive. The force of 
American arms had been brought to bear in time to enable the last 
offensive of the enemy to be crushed. 

I 7. The First and Third Corps now held a continuous front of 11 
kilometers along the Vesle. On August 12 the Seventy-seventh Di¬ 
vision relieved the Fourth Division on the Fi^st Corps front, and the 
followin<» dav the Twentv-eighth relieved the Thirtv-second Division in 
the Third Corps, while from August 6 to August 10 the Sixth Infantry 
Brigade of the Third Division held a sector on the river line. The 



transfer of the First G>rps to the Woevre was ordered at thb time, and 
the control of its front was turned over to the Third G)rps. 

On August 18 Gen. Petain began an offensive between Rheims and 
the Oise. Our Third G>rps participated in this operation, crossing the 
Vesle on September 4 with the Twenty-eighth and Seventy-seventh 
Divisions and overcoming stubborn opposition on the plateau south of 
the Aisne, which was reached by the Seventy-seventh on September 6. 
The Twenty-eighth was withdrawn from the line on September 7. Two 
days later the Third Corps was transferred to the region of Verdun, the 
Seventy-seventh Division remaining in line on the Aisne River until 
September 1 7. 

The Thirty-second Division, upon its relief from the battle on the 
Vesle, joined a French corps north of Soissons and attacked from 
August 29 to 31, capturing Juvigny after some particularly desperate 
fighting and reaching the Chauny-Soissons road. 

18. On the British front two regiments of the Thirty-third Di¬ 
vision participated in an attack on Hamel July 4, and again on August 
9 as' an incident of the allied offensive against the Amiens salient. One 
of these regiments took Gressaire Wood and Chipilly Ridge, capturing 
700 prisoners and considerable materiel. 

ASSEMBLING THE FIRST AMERICAN ARMY. 

19. In conference with Gen. Petain at Chantilly on May 19 it had 
been agreed that the American Army would scon take complete 
charge of the sector of the Woevre. The Twenty-sixth Division was 
already in line in the Woevre north of Toul and was to be followed 
by other American divisions as they became available, with the under¬ 
standing that the sector was to pass to cur control when four divisions 
were in the line. But demands of the battle then going on farther 
west required the presence of our troops, and the agreement had no 
immediate result. Due to the presence of a number of our divisions 
northeast of Paris, the organization of an American corps sector in the 
Chateau-Thierry region was taken up with Gen. Petain, and on July 4 
the First Corps assumed tactical control of a sector in that region. 
This was an imp>ortant step, but it was by no means satisfactory, as 
only one American division at the moment was operating under the con¬ 
trol of the First Cerps, while he had at this time eight American di¬ 
visions in the front line serving in French corps. 

20. The counter-offensives against the Marne salient in July, and 
against the Amiens salient in August, had gained such an advantage 
that it was apparent that the emergency, which justified the dispersion 
of our divisions, had passed. The moment was propitious for as¬ 


sembling our divisions. Scattered as they were along the Allied 
front, their supply had become very difficult. From every point of 
view the immediate organization of an independent American force was 
indicated. The formation of the Army in the Chateau-Thierry region 
and its early transfer to the sector of the Woevre, which was to extend 
from Nomeny, east of the Moselle, to north of St. Mihiel, was there¬ 
fore decided upon by Marshal Fcch and myself on August 9, and the 
details were arranged with Gen. Petain later on the same day. 

ST. MIHIEL OPERATION. 

21. At Bombon on July 24 there was a conference of all the Com- 
manders-in-Chief for the purpose of considering Allied operations. 
Each presented proposals for the employment of the armies under his 
command and these formed the basis of future cooperation of the Allies. 
It was emphatically determined that the Allied attitude should be to 
maintain the offensive. As the first operation of the American Army, 
the reduction of the salient of St. Mihiel was to be undertaken as soon 
as the necessary troops and material could be made available. On 
account of the swampy nature of the country it was especially impor¬ 
tant that the movement be undertaken and finished before the fall rains 
should begin, which was usually about the middle of September. 

Arrangements were concluded for successive relief of American di¬ 
visions and the organization of the First American Army under my 
personal commemd was announced on August 10, with La Ferte-sous- 
Jouarre as headquarters. This Army nominally assumed control of a 
portion of the Vesle front, although at the same time directions were 
given for its secret concentration in the St. Mihiel sector. 

22. The fcrce of American soldiers in France at that moment was 
sufficient to carry out this offensive, but they were dispersed along the 
front from Switzerland to the Channel. The three Army Corps head¬ 
quarters to participate in the St. Mihiel attack were the Firsts Fourth, 
and Fifth. The First was on the Vesle, the Fourth at Toul, and the 
Fifth not yet completely organized. To assemble combat divisions and 
service troops and undertake a major operation, within the short period 
available and with staffs so recently organized, was an extremely diffi¬ 
cult task. Our deficiencies in Artillery, Aviation, and special troops, 
caused by the shipment of an undue proportion of Infantry and Machine 
Guns during the summer, were largely met by the French. 

23. The reduction of the St. Mihiel salient was important, as it 
would prevent the enemy from interrupting traffic on the Paris-Nancy 
Railroad by artillery fire and would free the railroad leading nordi 
through St. Mihiel to Verdun. It would also provide us with an ad- 



vantageous base of departure for an attack against the Metz-Sedan 
Railroad system which was vital to the German armies west of Verdun, 
and against the Briey Iron Basin which was necessary for the produc¬ 
tion of German armament and munitions. 

The general plan was to make simultaneous attacks against the flanks 
of the salient. The ultimate objective was tentatively fixed as the gen¬ 
eral line Marieulles (east of the Moselle)—heights south of Gorze- 
Mars la Tour-Etain. The operation contemplated the use on the west¬ 
ern face of 3 or 4 American divisions, supported by the attack of 6 
divisions of the Second French Army on their left, while 7 American 
divisions would attack on the southern face, and 3 French divisions 
would press the enemy at the tip of the salient. As the part to be 
taken by the Second French Army would be closely related to the 
attack of the First American Army, Gen. Retain placed all the French 
troops involved under my personal command. 

By August 30, the concentration of the scattered divisions, corps, 
and army troops, of the quantities of supplies and munitions required, 
and the necessary construction of light railways and roads, were well 
under way. 

24. In accordance with the previous general consideration of opera¬ 
tions at Bombon on July 24, an allied offensive extending practically 
along the entire active front was eventually to be carried out. After 
the reduction of the St. Mihiel sector the Americans were to cooperate 
in the concerted effort of the Allied armies. It was the sense of the 
conference of July 24, that the extent to which the different operations 
already planned might carry us could not be then foreseen, especially 
if the results expected were achieved before the season was far ad¬ 
vanced. It seemed reasonable at that time to look forward to a com¬ 
bined offensive for the autumn, which would give no respite to the 
enemy and would increase our advantage for the inauguration of suc¬ 
ceeding operations extending into 1919. 

On August 30, a further discussion with Marshal Foch was held at 
my headquarters at Ligny-en-Barrois. In view of the new successes 
of the French and British near Amiens and the continued favorable 
results toward the Chemin dcs Dames on the French front, it was now 
believed that the limited Allied offensive, which was to prepare for 
the campaign of 1919, might be carried further before the end of the 
year. At this meeting it was proposed by Marshal Foch that the gen¬ 
eral operations as far as the American Army was concerned should be 
carried out in detail by: 

(a) An attack between the Meuse and the Argonne by the Second 
French Army, reinforced by from four to six American divisions. 

(fc) A French-American attack, extending from the Argonne west 


to the Souain Road, to be executed on the right by an American Army 
astride the Aisne and on the left by the Fourth French Army. 

To carry out these attacks the 10 to 11 American divisions sug¬ 
gested for the St. Mihiel operation and the 4 to 6 for the Second 
French Army, would leave 8 to 10 divisions for an American Army 
on the Aisne. It was proposed that the St. Mihiel operation should 
be initiated on September 10 and the other two on September I 3 and 
20, respectively. 

23. The plan suggested for the American participation in these 
operations was not acceptable to me because it would require the im¬ 
mediate separation of the recently formed First American Army into 
several groups, mainly to assist French armies. This was directly 
contrary to the principle of forming a distinct American Army, for 
which my contention had been insistent. An enormous amount of 
preparation had already been made in construction of roads, railroads, 
regulating stations, and other installations looking to the use and suf^ly 
of our armies on a particular front. The inherent disinclination of our 
troops to serve under allied commanders would have grown and Amer¬ 
ican morale would have suffered. My position was stated quite clearly 
that the strategical employment of the First Army as a unit would be 
undertaken where desired, but its disruption to carry out these pro¬ 
posals would not be entertained. 

A further conference at Marshal Foch’s headquarters was held on 
September 2, at which Gen. Retain was present. After discussion the 
question of employing the Amercan Army as a unit was conceded. 
The essentials of the strategical decision previously arrived at pro¬ 
vided that the advantageous situation of the Allies should be exploited 
to the utmost by vigorously continuing the general battle and extending 
it eastward to the Meuse. All the Allied armies were to be employed 
in a converging action. The British armies, supported by the left of 
the French armies, were to pursue the attack in the direction of Cam- 
brai; the center of the French armies, west of Rheims, would continue 
the actions, already begun, to drive the enemy beyond the Aisne; and 
the American Army, supported by the right of the French armies, 
would direct its attack on &dan and Mezieres. 

It should be recorded that although this general offensive was fully 
outlined at the conference no one present expressed the opinion that the 
final victory could be won in .1918. In fact, it was believed by the 
French high command that the Meuse-Argonne attack could not be 
pushed much beyond Montfaucon before the arrival of winter would 
force a cessation of operations. 

26. The choice between the two sectors, that east of the Aisne in¬ 
cluding the Argonne Forest, or the Champagne sector, was left to me. 





In my opinion, no other Allied troops had the morale or the offensive 
spirit to overcome successfully the difficulties to be met in the Meuse- 
Argonne sector and our plans and installations had been prepared for 
an expansion of operations in that direction. So the Meuse-Argonne 
frcnt was chosen. The entire sector of 150 kilometers of front, ex¬ 
tending from Port-sur-Seille. east of the Moselle, west to include the 
Argonne Forest, was accordingly placed under my command, including 
all French divisions then in that zone. The First American Army was 
to proceed with the St. Mihiel operation, after which the operation be¬ 
tween the Meuse and the western edge of the Argonne Forest was to be 
prepared and launched not later than September 23. 

As a result of these decisions, the depth of the St. Mihiel operation 
was limited to the line Vigneulles-Thiaucourt-Regnieville. The num¬ 
ber of divisions to be used was reduced and the time shortened. 
Eighteen to 19 divisions were to be in the front line. There were 4 
French and 15 American divisions available, 6 of which would be in 
reserve, while the two flank divisions of the front line were not to ad¬ 
vance. Furthermore, 2 Army Corps headquarters, with their corps 
troops, practically all the Army Artillery and Aviation, and the First, 
Second, and Fourth Divisions, the first two'destined to take a leading 
part in the St. Mihiel attack, were all due to be withdrawn and started 
for the Meuse-Argonne by the fourth day of ,the batde. 

27. The salient had been held by the Germans since September, 
1914. It covered the most sensitive section of the enemy’s position on 
the Western Front; namely, the Mezieres-Sedan-Metz Railroad and 
the Briey-Iron Basin; it threatened the entire region between Verdun 
and Nancy, and interrupted the main rail line from Paris to the east. 
Its primary strength lay in the natural defensive features of the terrain 
itself. The western face of the salient extended along the rugged, 
heavily wooded eastern heights of the Meuse; the southern face fol¬ 
lowed the heights of the Meuse for 8 kilometers to the east and then 
crossed the plain of the Woevre, including within the German lines the 
detached heights of Loupmont and Montsec which dominated the plain 
and afforded the enemy unusual facilities for observation. The enemy 
had reinforced the positions by every artificial means during a period of 
four years. 

2d. On the night of September 11, the troops of the First Army 
were deployed in position. On the southern face of the salient was the 
First Corps, Maj. Gen. Liggett, commanding, with the Eighty-second, 
Ninetieth, Fifth, and Second Divisions in line, extending from the Mo¬ 
selle westward. On its left was the Fourth Corps, Maj. Gen Joseph 
T. Dickman, commanding, with the Eighty-ninth, Forty-second, and 
First Divisions, the left of this corps being opposite Montsec. These 


two Army Corps were to deliver the principal attack, the line pivoting 
on the center division of the First Corps. The First Division on the 
left of the Fourth Corps was charged with the double mission of cov¬ 
ering its own flank while advancing some 20 kilometers due north to¬ 
ward the heart of the salient, where it was to make contact with the 
troops of the Fifth Corps. On the western face of the salient lay the 
Fifth Corps. Maj. Gen. George H. Cameron, commanding, with the 
Twenty-sixth Division, Fifteenth French Colonial Division, and the 
Fourth Division in line, from Mouilly west to Les Epaiges and north to 
Watronville. Of these three divisions, the Twenty-sixth alone was to 
make a deep advance directed southeast toward Vigneulles. The 
French Division was to make a short progression to the edge of the 
heights in order to cover the left of the Twenty-sixth. The Fourth 
Division was not to advance. ^ In the center, between our Fourth and 
Fifth Army Corps, was the Second French Colonial Corps, Maj. Gen. 
E. J. Blondlat, commanding, covering a front of 40 kilometers with 3 
small French divisions. These troops were to follow up the retirement 
of the enemy from the tip of the salient. 

The French independent air force was at my disi>osal which, to¬ 
gether with the British bombing squadrons and our own air forces, 
gave us the largest assembly of aviation that had ever been engaged in 
one operation. Our heavy guns were able to reach Metz and to inter¬ 
fere seriously with German rail movements. 

At dawn on September 12, after four hours of violent artillery fire 
of preparation, and accompanied by small tanks, the Infantry of the 
First and Fourth Corps advanced. The infantry of the Fifth Corps 
commenced its advance at 8 a. m. The operation was carried out 
with entire precision. Just after daylight on September 13, elements 
of the First and Twenty-sixth Divisions made a junction near Hatton- 
chatel and Vigneulles, 18 kilometers northeast of St. Mihiel. The 
rapidity with which our divisions advanced overwhelmed the enemy, 
and all objectives were reached by the afternoon of September 13. The 
enemy had apparently started to withdraw some of his troops from the 
tip of the salient on the eve of our attack, but had been unable to carry 
it through. We captured nearly 16,000 prisoners, 443 guns, and 
large stores of material and supplies. The energy and swiftness with 
which the operation was carried out enabled us to smother opposition 
to such an extent that we suffered less than 7,000 casualties during the 
actual period of the advance. 

During the next two days the ri^t of our line west of the Moselle 
River was advanced beyond the objectives laid down in the original 
orders. This completed the operation for the time being and the line 
was stabilized to be held by the smallest practical force. 



29. The material results of the victory achieved were very impor¬ 
tant. An American Army was an established fact, and the enemy had 
felt its power. No form of propaganda could overcome the depressing 
effect on the morale of the enemy of this demonstration of our ability 
to organize a large American force and drive it successfully through his 
defenses. It gave our troops implicit confidence in their superiority and 
raised their morale to the highest pitch. For the first time wire en¬ 
tanglements ceased to be regarded as impassable barriers and open- 
warfare training, which had been so urgently insisted upon, proved to be 
the correct doctrine. Our divisions concluded the attack with such 
small losses and in such high spirits that without the usual rest they 
were immediately available fcr employment in heavy fighting in a new 
theater of operations. The strength of the First Army in this battle 
totaled approximately 500,000 men, of whom about 70,000 were 
French. 

MEUSE-ARGONNE OPERATION. 

30. The definite decision for the Meuse-Argonne phase of the great 
allied convergent attack was agreed to in my conference with Marshal 
Foch and Gen. Retain on September 2. It was planned to use all 
available forces of the First Army, including such divisions and troops 
as we might be able to withdraw from the St. Mihiel front. The 
Army was to break through the enemy’s successive fortified zones to 
include the Kriemhilde-Stellung, or Hindenburg Line, on the front 
Brieulles-Romagne sous Montfaucon-Grandpre, and thereafter, by de¬ 
veloping pressure toward Mezieres, was to insure the fall of the Hin¬ 
denburg Line along the Aisne River in front of the Fourth French 
Army, which was to attack to the west of the Argonne Forest. A 
penetration of some 12 to 15 kilometers was required to reach the 
Hindenburg Line on our front, and the enemy’s defenses were virtually 
continuous throughout that depth. 

The Meuse-Argcnne front had been practically stabilized in Sep¬ 
tember, 1914, and, except for minor fluctuations during the German 
attacks on Verdun in 1916 and the French counteroffensive in August, 
1917, remained unchanged until the American advance in 1918. The 
net result of the four years* struggle on this ground was a German de¬ 
fensive system of unusual depth and strength and a wide zone of utter 
devastation, itself a serious obstacle to offensive operations. 

31. The strategical importance of this portion of the line was sec¬ 
ond to none on the western front. All supplies and evacuations of 
the German Armies in northern France were dependent upon two great 
railway systems—one in the north, passing through Lie^re, while the 
other in the south, with lines coming from Luxemburg, Thionville, and 


Metz, had as its vital section the line Carignan-Sedan-Mezieres. No 
other important lines were available to the enemy, as the mountainous 
masses of the Ardennes made the construction of east and west lines 
through that region impracticable. The Carignan-Sedan-Mezieres line 
was essential to the Germans for the rapid strategical movement of 
troeps. Should this southern system be cut by the Allies before the 
enemy could withdraw his forces through the narrow neck between 
Mezieres and the Dutch frontier, the ruin of his armies in France and 
Belgium would be complete. 

From the Meuse-Argonne front the perpendicular distance to the 
Carignan-Mezieres railread was 50 kilometers. This region formed 
the pivot of German operations in northern France, and the vital neces¬ 
sity of covering the great railroad line into Sedan resulted in the con¬ 
vergence on the Meuse-Argonne front of the successive German de¬ 
fensive positions. It will be seen, for example, that the distance 
between **no man’s land” and the third German withdrawal position 
in the vicinity of the Meuse River was approximately 18 kilometers; 
the distance between the corresponding points near the tip of the 
great salient of the western front was about 65 kilometers, and in 
the vicinity of Cambrai was over 30 kilometers. The effect of a 
penetration of 18 kilometers by the American Army would be 
equivalent to an advance of 65 kilometers farther west; furthermore, 
such an advance on our front was far more dangerous to the enemy 
than an advance elsewhere. The vital importance of this portion 
of his position was fully appreciated by the enemy, who had suffered 
tremendous losses in 1916 in attempting to improve it by the reduction 
of Verdun. As a consequence it had been elaborately fortified, and 
consisted of practically a continuous series of positions 20 kilometers 
or more in depth. 

In addition to the artificial defenses, the enemy was greatly aided 
by the natural features of the terrain. East of die Meuse the domi¬ 
nating heights not only protected his left but gave him positions from 
which powerful artillery could deliver an oblique fire cn the western 
bank. Batteries located in the elaborately fortified Argonne forest 
covered his right flank, and could cross their fire with that of the 
gims cn the east bank of the Meuse. Midway between the Meuse and 
the forest the heights of Montfaucon offered perfect observation and 
formed a strong natural position which had been heavily fortified. 
The east and west ridees abutting on the Meuse and Aire River valleys 
afforded the enemy excellent machine-gun positions for the desperate 
defense which the importance of the position would require him to 
make. North of Montfaucon densely wooded and rugged heights 
constituted natural features favorable to defensive fighting. 



32. When the First Army became engaged in the simultaneous 
preparation for two major operations, an interval of 14 days separated 
the initiation of the two attacks. During this short period of the move¬ 
ment of the immense number of troops and the amount of supplies 
involved in the Meuse-Argonne battle, over the few reads available, 
and confined entirely to the hours of darkness, was one of the most 
delicate and difficult problems of the war. The concentration included 
15 divisions of which 7 were involved in the pending St Mihiel drive, 
3 were in sector in the Vosges, 3 in the neighborhood of Soissens, 1 
in a training area, and I near Bar-le-Duc. Practically all the Artillery, 
Aviation, and other auxiliaries to be employed in the new operations 
were committed to the St. Mihiel attack and therefore could not be 
moved until its success was assured. The concentration of all units 
not to be used at St. Mihiel was commenced immediately, and on 
September I 3, the second day of St Mihiel, reserve divisions and Army 
Artillery units were withdrawn and placed in motion toward the 
Argonne front. 

That part of the American sector from Fresnes-en-Woevre, south¬ 
east of Verdun, to the western edge of the Argonne Forest, while 
nominally under my control, did not actively become a part of my com¬ 
mand until September 22, on which date my headquarters were estab¬ 
lished at Souilly, southwest cf Verdun. Of French troops, in addition to 
the Second French G)lonial Corps, composed of 3 divisions, there 
was also the Seventeeenth French Corps of 3 divisions holding the 
front north and east of Verdun. 

33. At the moment of the opening of the Meuse-Argonne battle, 
the enemy had 10 divisions in line and 10 in reserve on the front 
between Fresnes-en-Woevre and the Argonne Forest, inclusive. He 
had undoubtedly expected a continuation of our advance toward Metz. 
Successful ruses were carried out between the Meuse River and 
Luneville to deceive him as to our intentions, and French troops were 
maintained as a screen along our front until the night before the battle, 
so that the actual attack was a tactical surprise. 

34. The operations in the Meuse-Argonne battle really form a 
continuous whole, but they extended over such a long period of con¬ 
tinuous fighting that they will be considered in three phases, the 
first from September 26 to October 3, the second from October 4 to 
31, and the third from November 1 to 11. 

35. On the night of September 25, the 9 divisions to lead in the 
attack were deploved between the Meuse River and the western edge 
of the Argonne Forest. On the rivht was the Third Corps, Maj. 
Gen. Bullard commanding, with the Thirty-third, Eightieth, and FourA 
Divisions in line; next came Ae FifA Corps, Maj. Gen. Cameron 


commanding, wiA Ae Seventy-NinA, Thirty-sevenA, and Ninety* 
first Divisions; on Ae left was Ae First Corps, Maj. Gen. Liggett 
Gonimanding, wiA Ae Thirty-fifA, Twenty-eight, and Seventy-sevenA 
Divisions. Each corps had 1 division in reserve and Ae Army held 
3 divisions as a general reserve. About 2,700 guns, 189 small tanks, 
142 manned by Americans, and 821 airplanes, 604 manned by 
Americans, were concentrated to support Ac attack of Ac infantry. 
We Aus had a superiority in guns and aviation, and Ae enemy had 
no tanks. 

The axis of Ae attack was Ac line Montfaucon-Romagne-Buzancy, 
Ac purpose being to make Ac deepest penetration in Ae center, which, 
wiA Ae Four A French Army advancing west of Ae Argonne, would 
force Ae enemy to evacuate that forest wiAout our having to deliver 
a heavy attack in Aat difficult region. 

36. Following Arec hours of vie lent artillery fire of preparation, 
Ae Infantry advanced at 5:30 a. m. on Septeniber 26, accompanied 
by tanks. During the first two days of Ae attack, before Ac enemy 
was able to bring up his reserves, our troops made steady progress 
Arough Ae network of defenses. Montfaucon was held tenaciously 
by Ae enemy and was not captured until noon cf Ae second day. 

By Ae evening of Ae 28th a maximum advance of 11 kilometers 
had been achieved and we had captured Baulny, Epinonville, Sept- 
sarges, and Dannevoux. The right had made a splendid advance 
into Ae woods souA of Brieulles-sur-Meuse, but the extreme left 
was meeting strong resistance in Ae Argonne. The attack continued 
wiAout interruption, meeting six new divisions which Ae enemy Arew 
into Ae first line before September 29. He developed a powerful 
machine gun defense supported by heavy artillery fire, and made 
frequent counter-attacks with fresh troops, particularly on Ac front 
of Ae Twenty-eight and Thirty-fifth Divisions. These divisions had 
taken Varennes, Cheppy, Baulny, and Charpentry, and Ac line was 
whiAin 2 kilometers of Apremont. We were no longer engaged in 
a maneuver for Ae pinching out of a salient, but were necessarily com¬ 
mitted, generally speaking, to a direct frontal attack against streng, 
hostile positions fully manned by a determined enemy. 

37. By nightfall of Ae 29A Ae First Army line was approxi¬ 
mately Bois de la Cote Lemont—Nantillois—^Apremont—souAwest 
across Ac Argonne. Many divisions, e^cially Aosc in Ae center 
Aat were subjected to cross-fire of artillery, had suffered heavily. 
The severe fighting, Ac nature of Ac terrain over which Acy at¬ 
tacked, and Ae fog and darkness sorely tried even our best divisions. 
On Ac night of Ac 29A the Thirty-sevenA and Seventy-ninA Divi¬ 
sions were relieved by Ae Thirty-second and Third Divisions, respec- 



lively, and on the following night the First Division relieved the Thirty- 
fifth Division. 

38. The critical problem during the first few days of the battle 
was the/restoration of communications over “no man's land," There 
were but four roads available across this deep zone, and the violent 
artillery fire of the previous period of the war had virtually destroyed 
them. The spongy soil and the lack of material increased the diffi¬ 
culty. But the splendid work of our engineers and pioneers soon made 
possible the movement of the troops, artillery, and supplies most needed. 
By the afternoon of the 27th all the divisional artillery, except a few 
batteries of heavy guns, had effected a passage and was supporting 
the infantry action. 

MEUSE-ARGONNE, SECOND PHASE. 

39. At 5':30 a. m. on October 4 the general attack was renewed. 
The enemy divisions on the front from Fresnes-en-Woevre to the 
Argonne had increased from 10 in first line to 16, and included some 
of his best divisions. The fighting was desperate, and only small 
advances were realized, except by the First Division on the right of 
the First Corps. By evening of October 5 the line was approximately 
Bois de la Cote Lemont-Bois du Fays-Gesnes-Hill 240-Fleville- 
Chehery, southwest through the Argonne. 

It was especially desirable to drive the enemy from his command¬ 
ing positions on the heights east of the Meuse, but it was even more 
important that we should force him to use his troops there and weaken 
his tenacious hold on positions in our immediate front. Tbe further 
stabilization of the new St. Mihiel line permitted the withdrawal of 
certain divisions for the extension of the Meuse-Argonne operation to 
the east bank of the Meuse River. 

40. On the 7th the First Corps, with the Eighty-second Division 
added, launched a strong attack northwest toward Comay, to draw 
attention from the movement east of the Meuse and at the same time 
outflank the German position in the Argonne. The following day 
the Seventeenth French Corps, Maj. Gen. Claudel commanding, initiated 
its attack east of the Meuse against the exact point on which the 
German armies must pivot in order to withdraw from northern France. 
The troops encountered elaborate fortifications and stubborn resistance, 
but by nightfall had realized an advance of 6 kilometers to a line 
well within the Bois de Consenvoye, and including the villages of Beau¬ 
mont and Haumont. Continuous fighting was maintained along our 
entire battle front, with especial success on the extreme left, where the 
capture of the greater part of the Argonne Forest was completed. The 


enemy contested every foot of ground on our front in order to make 
more rapid retirements farther west and withdraw his forces from 
northern France before the interruption of his railroad communications 
through Sedan. 

41. We were confronted at this lime by an insufficiency of replace¬ 
ments to build up exhausted divisions. Early in October combat units 
required some 90,000 replacements, and not more than 45,000 would 
be available before November I to fill the existing and prospective 
vacancies. We still had two divisions with the British and two with 
the French. A review of the situation, American and Allied, especially 
as to our own resources in men for the next two months, convinced me 
that the attack of the First Army and of the Allied Armies further 
west should be pushed to the limit. But if the First Army was to 
continue its aggressive tactics our divisions then with the French must 
be recalled, and replacements must be obtained by breaking up newly 
arrived divisions. 

In discussing the withdrawal of our divisions from the French with 
Marshal Foch and Gen. Retain, on October 10, the former expressed 
his appreciation of the fact that the First Army was striking the pivot 
of the German withdrawal, and also held the view that the Allied 
attack should continue. Gen. Retain agreed that the American divi¬ 
sions with the French were essential to us if we were to maintain our 
battle against the German pivot. The French were, however, strain¬ 
ing every nerve to keep up their attacks and, before those divisions with 
the French had been released, it became necessary for us to send the 
Thirty-seventh and Ninety-first Divisions from the First Army to assist 
the Sixth French Army in Flanders. 

42. At this time the First Army was holding a front of more 
than 120 kilometers; its strength exceeded 1,000,000 men; it was 
engaged in the most desperate battle of our history, and the burden 
of command was too heavy for a single commander and staff. There¬ 
fore, on October 12, that portion of our front extending from Rort-sur- 
Seille, east of the Moselle, to Fresnes-en-Woevre, southeast of Verdun, 
was transferred to the newly constituted Second Army with Lieut. Gen. 
Robert L. Bullard in command, under whom it began preparations for 
the extension of operations to the east in the direction of Briey and Metz. 
On October 1 6 the command of the First Army was transferred to 
Lieut. Gen. Hunter Liggett, and my advance headquarters was estab¬ 
lished at Ligny-en-Barrois, from which the command of the group of 
American Armies was exercised. 

43. Local attacks of the First Army were continued in order par¬ 
ticularly to adjust positions preparatory to a renewed general assault. 
The First and Fifth Divisions were relieved by the Forty-second and 



Eightieth Divisions, which were now fresh. An attack along the whole 
front was made on October 14. The resistance encountered was 
stubborn, but the stronghold on G}te Dame Marie was captured and 
the Hindenburg Line was broken. Cunel and Romagne-sous-Mont- 
faucon were taken and the line advanced 2 kilometers north of Sommer- 
ance. A maximum advance of I 7 kilometers had been made since 
September 26 and the enemy had been forced to throw into the fight 
a total of 15 reserve divisions. 

During the remainder of the month important local operations were 
carried out, which involved desperate fighting. The First G>rps, Maj. 
Gen. Dickman commanding, advanced through Grandpre; the Fifth 
Ojrps, Maj. Gen. Charles P. Summerall commanding, captured the 
Bois de Bantheville; the Third Corps, Maj. Gen. John L. Hines com¬ 
manding, completed the occupation of Cunel Heights; and the Seven¬ 
teenth French Corps drove the enemy from the main ridge south of La 
Grande Montagne. Particularly heavy fighting occurred east of the 
Meuse on October 18, and in the further penetration of the Kriemhilde- 
Stellung on October 23 the Twenty-sixth Division entering the battle 
at this time relieved the Eighteenth French Division. 

44. Summarizing the material results which had been attained 
by the First Army by the end of October, we had met an increasing 
number of Germany’s best divisions, rising from 20 in line and reserve 
on September 26, to 31 on October 31 ; the enemy’s elaborately pre¬ 
pared positions, including the Hindenburg line, in our front had been 
broken; the almost impassable Argonne Forest was in our hands; an 
advance of 21 kilometers had been effected; 18,600 prisoners, 370 
cannon, 1,000 machine guns, and a mass of material captured; and 
the great railway artery through Carignan to Sedan was now seriously 
threatened. 

The demands of incessant battle which had been maintained day by 
day for more than a month had compelled our divisions to fight to 
the limit of their capacity. Combat troops were held in line and 
pushed to the attack until deemed incapable of further effort because of 
casualties or exhaustion; artillery once engaged was seldom withdrawn 
and many batteries fought until practically all the animals were casual¬ 
ties and the guns were towed out of line by motor trucks. TTic Amer¬ 
ican soldier had shown unrivaled fortitude in this continuous fighting 
during the most inclement weather and under many disadvantages of 
position. Through experience, the Army had developed into a powerful 
and smooth-running machine, and there was a supreme confidence in 
our ability to carry the task successfully. 

While the high pressure of these dogged attacks was a great strain 
TO our troops, it was calamitous to the enemyi His divisions had 


been thrown into confusion by our furious assaults, and his morale 
had been r^uced until his will to resist had well-ni^ reached the 
breaking point. Once a German division was engag^ in the figjitt 
it became practically impossible to effect its relief. The enemy was 
forced to meet the constantly recurring crises by breaking up tactical 
orgimizations and sending hurried detachments to widely separated 
portions of the field. . ' 

Evepr member of the American Expeditionary Forces, from the 
front line to the base ports, was straining every nerve. Magnificent 
efforts were exerted by the entire Services of Supply to meet the enorm¬ 
ous demands made on it. Obstacles which seemed insurmountable 
were overcome daily in expediting the movements of replacements, 
ammunition and supplies to the front, and of sick and wounded to the 
rear. It was this spirit of determination animating every American soldier 
that made it impossible for the enemy to maintain the struggle until 

1919. 

MEUSE-ARGONNE. THIRD PHASE. 

45. The detailed plans for the operations of the Allied Armies on 
the western front changed from time to time during the course of this 
great battle, but the mission of the First American Army to cut the 
great Carignan-Sedan-Mezieres Railroad remained unchanged. Marshal 
Foch coordinated the operations along the entire front, continuing per¬ 
sistently and unceasingly the attacks by all Allied Armies; the Bel¬ 
gian Army, with a French Army and two American divisions, ad¬ 
vancing eastward; the British Armies and two American divisions, 
with the First French Army on their right, toward the region north 
of Givet; the First American Army and Fourth French Army, toward 
Sedan and Mezieres. 

46. On the 21st my instructions were issued to the First Army to 

prepare thoroughly for a general attack on October 28, that would be 
decisive if possible. In order that the attack of the First Army and 
that of the Fourth French Army on its left should be simultaneous, 
our attack was delayed until November 1. The immediate purpose 
of the First Army was to take Buzancy and the heights of Barricourt, 
to turn the forest north of Grandpre, and to establish contact with 
the Fourth French Army near Boult-aux-Bois. The Army was directed 
to carry the heights of Barricourt by nightfall of the first day and 
then to exploit this success by advancing its left to Boult-aux-Bois in 
preparation for the drive toward Sedan. By strenuous effort all available 
artillery had been moved well forward to the heights previously occu¬ 
pied by the enemy, from which it could fully cover and support the 
initial advance of the Infantry. , 



On this occasion and for the first time the Army prepared for its 
attack under normal conditions. We held the front of attack and 
were not under the necessity of taking over a new front, with its 
manifold installations and services. Our own personnel handled the 
communications, dumps, telegraph lines, and water service; our divi¬ 
sions were either on the line or close in rear; the French artillery, 
aviation, and technical troops which had previously made up our 
deficiencies had beai largely replaced by our own organizations; and 
our army, corps, and divisional staffs were by actual experience second 
to none. 

47. On the morning of November 1, three Army corps were in 
line between the Meuse River and the Bois de Bourgogne. On the 
riflbt the Third Corps, had the Fifth and Ninetieth Divisions; the 
Fifth Corps occupied the center of the line, with the Eighty-ninth 
and Second Divisions, and was to be the wedge of the attack on the 
first day; and on the left the First Corps deployed the Eightieth, 
Seventy-seventh, and Seventy-eighth Divisions. 

Preceded by two hours of violent artillery preparation, the Infantry 
advanced, closely followed by ‘‘accompanying guns.*’ The Artillery 
acquitted itself magnificently, the barrages being so well coordinated 
and so dense that the enemy was overwhelmed and quickly submerged 
by the rapid onslaught of the Infantry. By nightfall the Fifth Corps, 
in the center, had realized an advance of almost 9 kilometers, to the 
Bois de la Folie, and had completed the capture of the heights of 
Barricourt, while the Third Corps, on the right, had captured Aincre- 
ville and Andevanne. Our troops had broken throu^ the enemy’s 
last defense, captured his artillery positions, and had precipitated a 
retreat of the Carman forces about to be isolated in the forest north 
of Grandpre. On the 2d and 3d we advanced rapidly against heavy 
fighting on the fronts of the right and center corps; to the left the troops 
of the First Corps hurried forward in pursuit, some by motor trucks, 
while the Artillery pressed along the country roads close behind. Our 
heavy artillery was skillfully brought into position to fire upon the 
Carignan-Sedan Railroad and the junction at Lenguyon and Conflans. 
By the evening of the 4th, our troops had reached La Neuville, opposite 
Stenay, and had swept through the great Foret de Dieulet, reach¬ 
ing the outskirts of Beaumont, while on the left we were 8 kilometers 
north of BouIt-aux-Bois. 

The following day the advance continued toward Sedan with in¬ 
creasing swiftness. The Third Corps, turning eastward, crossed the 
Meuse in a brilliant operation by the Fifth Division, driving the enemy 
from the heights of Dun-sur-Meuse and forcing a general withdrawal 


from the strong positions he had so long held on the hills north of 
Verdun. 

By the 7th the right of the Third Corps had exploited its river/ 
crossing to a distance of 10 kilometers east of the Meuse, completely 
ejecting the enemy from the wcoded heights and driving him out into 
the swampy plain of the Woevre; the Fifth and First Corps had reached 
the line of the Meuse River along their respective fronts and the 
left of the latter corps held the heights dominating Sedan, the strategical 
goal of the Meuse-Argonne operation, 41 kilometers from our point of 
departure on November 1. We had cut the enemy’s main line of 
communications. Recognizing that nothing but a cessation of hostilities 
could save his armies from complete disaster, he appealed for an 
immediate armistice on November 6. 

48. Meanwhile general plans had been prepared for the further 
employment of American forces in an advance between the Meuse 
and the Moselle, to be directed toward Longwy by the First Army, 
while the Second Army was to assume the offensive toward the Briey 
Iron Basin. Orders directing the preparatory local operations involved 
in this enterprise were issued on November 3. 

Between the 7th and 10th of November the Third Corps continued 
its advance eastward to Remoiville, while the Seventeenth French 
Corps, on its right, with the Seventy-ninth, Twenty-sixth, and Eighty- 
first American Divisions, and 2 French divisions, drove the enemy from 
his final foothold on the heights east of the Meuse. At 9 p. m. on 
November 9 appropriate orders were sent to the First and Second 
Armies in accordance with the following telegram from Marshal Foch 
to the Commander of each of the Allied armies: 

“The enemy, disorganized by our repeated attacks, retreats along 
the entire front. It is important to coordinate and expedite our 
movements. I appeal to the energy and the initiative of the Com- 
manders-in-Chief and of their armies to make decisive the results 
obtained.” 

In consequence of the foregoing instructions, our Second Army pressed 
the enemy along its entire front. On the night of the 10th-11 th and 
the morning of the 1 Ith the Fifth Corps, in the First Army, forced 
a crossing of the Meuse east of Beaumont and gained the command¬ 
ing heip'hts within the reentrant of the river, thus completincr our ccntrol 
of the Meuse River line. At 6 a. m. on the 11 th notification was 
received from Marshal Foch’s headquarters that the Armistice had been 
signed and that hostilities would cease at 11 a. m. Preparatory 






measures had already been taken to insure the prompt transmission to 
the troops of the announcement of an Armistice. However, the ad¬ 
vance east of Beaumont on the morning of the I I th had been so rapid 
and communication across the river was so difficult that there was some 
fighting on isolated portions of that front after II a. m. 

49. Between September 26 and November 11, 22 American and 
4 French divisions, on the front extending from southeast of Verdun 
to the Argonne Forest, had engaged and decisively beaten 47 different 
German divisions, representing 25 per cent of the enemy’s entire divi¬ 
sional strength on the western front Of these enemy divisions 20 had 
been drawn from the French front and 1 from the British front. Of 
the 22 American divisions 12 had, at different times during this period, 
been engaged on fronts other than our own. The First Army suffered 
a loss of about 11 7,000 in killed and wounded. It captured 26,000 
prisoners, 847 cannon, 3,000 machine guns, and large quantities of 
material. 

The disposition which the enemy made to meet the Meuse-Argonne 
offensive, both immediately before the opening of the attack and 
during the battle, demonstrated the importance which he ascribed to 
this section of the front and the extreme measures he was forced to 
take in its defense. From the moment the American offensive began 
until the Armistice, his defense was desperate and the flow of his 
divisions to our front was continuous. 

OPERATIONS OF THE SECOND ARMY. 

50. Under the instructions issued by me on November 5, for opera¬ 
tions by the Second Army in the direction of the Briey Iron Basin, 
the advance was undertaken alcng the entire front of the army and 
continued during the last three days of hostilities. In the face of 
the stiff resistance offered by the enemy, and with the limited number 
of troops at the disposal of the Second Army, the gains realized re¬ 
flected great credit on the divisions concerned. On November 6 Marshal 
Foch requested that 6 American divisions be held in readiness to assist 
in an attack which the French were preparing to lauifch in the direction 
of Chateau-Salins. The plan was agreed to, but with the provision 
that our troeps should be employed under the direction of die com¬ 
manding general Second Army, 

This combined attack was to be launched on November 14, and 
was to consist of 20 French divisions under Gen. Mangin and the 6 
American divisions under Gen. Bullard. Of the divisions designated 
for this operation the Third. Fourth, Twenty-ninth, and Thirty-sixlh 


were in Army reserve and were starting their march eastward on the 
morning of November 11, while the Twenty-eighth and Thirty-fifth 
were being withdrawn from line on the Second Army front. 

AMERICAN ACTIVITIES ON OTHER FRONTS. 

51. During the first phase of the Meuse-Argonne battle, American 
divisions were participating in important attacks on other portions of the 
front The Second Army Corps, Maj. Gen. Read, commanding, 
with the Twenty-seventh and Thirtieth Divisions on the British front, 
was assigned the task in cooperation with the Australian Corps, of 
breaking the Hindenburg line at Le Cateau, where the St. Quentin 
Canal passes through a tunnel under a ridge. In this attack, carried 
out September 29 and October 1, the Thirtieth Division speedily 
broke through the main line of defense and captured all of its ob¬ 
jectives, while the Twenty-seventh progressed until some of its elements 
reached Gouy. In this and later actions from October 6 to 19, our 
Second Corps captured over 6,000 prisoners and advanced about 24 
kilometers. 

52. On October 2-9 our Second and Thirty-sixth Divisions assisted 
the Fourth French Army in its advance between Rheims and the 
Argonne. The Second Division completed its advance on this front 
by the assault of the wooded heights of Mont Blanc, the key point 
of the German position, which was captured with consummate dash 
and skill. The division here repulsed violent counterattacks, and then 
carried our lines into the village of St Etienne, thus forcing the Ger¬ 
mans to fall back before Rheims and yield positions which they had held 
since September, 1914. On October 10 the Thirty-sixth Division 
relieved the Second, exploiting the latter’s success, and in two days 
advanced, with the French, a distance of 21 kilometers, the enemy 
retiring behind the Aisne River. 

53. In the middle of October, while we were heavily engaged in 
the Meuse-Argonne, Marshal Foch requested that 2 American diyi- 
sions be sent immediately to assist the Sixth French Army in Belgium, 
where slow progress was being made. The Thirty-seventh and Ninety- 
first Divisions, the latter being accompanied by the Artillery of the 
Twenty-eighth Division, were hurriedly dispatched to the Belgian front. 
On October 30, in continuation of the Flanders offensive, these divi¬ 
sions entered the line and attacked. By November 3 the Thirty- 
seventh Division had completed its mission by rapidly driving the 
enemy across the Escaut River and had firmly established itself on 
the east bank, while the Ninety-first Division, in a spirited advance. 



captured Spitaals Bosschen, reached the Scheldt, and entered Aude- 
narde. 

AMERICAN TROOPS IN ITALY. 

54. The Italian Government early made request for American 
troops, but the critical situation on the western front made it neces¬ 
sary to concentrate our efforts there. When the Secretary of War 
was in Italy during April, 1918, he was urged to send American 
troops to Italy to show America*8 interest in the Italian situation and 
to strengthen Italian morale. Similiarly a request was made by the 
Italian Prime Minister at the Abbeville conference. It was finally 
decided to send one regiment to Italy with the necessary hospital and 
auxiliary services, and the Three hundred and thirty-second Infantry 
was selected, reaching the Italian front in July, 1918. These troops 
participated in action against the Austrians in the fall of 1918 at the 
crossing of the Piave River and in the final pursuit of the Austrian 
Army. 

AMERICAN TROOPS IN RUSSIA. 

35. It was the opinion of the Supreme War Council that Allied 
troops should be sent to cooperate with the Russians, either at Mur¬ 
mansk or Archangel, against the Bolshevist forces, and the British 
Government, through its ambassador at Washington, urged American 
participation in this undertaking. On July 23, 1918, the War De¬ 
partment directed the dispatch of three battalions of Infantry and three 
companies of Engineers to join the Allied expedition. In compliance 
with these instructions the Three hundred and thirty-ninth Infantry, 
the First Battalion, Three hundred and tenth Elngineers, Three hun¬ 
dred and thirty-seventh Field Hospital Company, and Three hundred 
and thirty-seventh Ambulance Company were sent through Elngland, 
whence they sailed on August 26. 

The mission of these troops was limited to guarding the ports and 
as much of the surrounding country as might develop threatening 
conditions. The Allied force operated under British command, through 
whose orders the small American contingent was spread over a front 
of about 450 miles. From September, 1918, to May, 1919, a series 
of minor engagements with the Bolshevist forces occurred, m which 82 
Americans were killed and 7 died of wounds. 

In April, 1919, two companies of American railroad troops were 
added to our contingent. The withdrawal of the American force 
commenced in the latter part of May, 1919, and on August 25 there 
was left only a small detachment of Graves Registration troops. 


THE ADVANCE INTO GERMANY. 

56. In accordance with the terms of the Armistice, the Allies 
were to occupy all German territory west of the Rhine, with bridge¬ 
heads of 30 kilometer radius at Cologne, Coblenz, and Mayence. The 
zone assigned the American command was the bridgehead of Coblenz 
and the district of Treves. This territory was to be occupied by an 
American Army, with its reserves held between the Moselle-Meuse 
Rivers and the Luxemburg frontier. 

The instructions of Marshal Foch, issued on November 16, con¬ 
templated that 2 French infantry divisions and 1 French cavalry division 
would be added to the American forces that occupied the Coblenz 
bridgehead, and that 1 American Division would be added to the 
French force occupying the Mayence bridgehead. As this arrange¬ 
ment presented possibilities of misunderstanding due to difference of 
views regarding die government of occupied territory, it was represented 
to the Marshal that each nation should be given a well-defined territory 
of occupation, employing within such territory only the troops of the 
commander responsible for the particular zone. On December 9 
Marshal Foch accepted the principle of preserving the entity of com¬ 
mand and troops, but reduced the American bridghead by adding a 
portion of the eastern half to the French command at Mayence. 

57. Various reasons made it undesirable to employ either the 
First or Second Army as the Army of Occupation. Plans had been 
made before the Armistice to organize a Third Army and, on November 
14, this army, with Maj. Gen. Joseph T. Dickman as commander, was 
designated as the Army of Occupation. The Third and Fourth Army 
Corps staffs and troops, less artillery, the First, Second, Third, Fourth, 
Thirty-second, and Forty-second Divisions, and the Sixty-sixth Field 
Artillery Brigade were assigned to the Third Army. This force was 
later increased by the addition of the Seventh Corps, Maj. Gen. 
William M. Wright commanding, with the Fifth, Eighty-ninth, and 
Ninetieth Divisions. 

The advance toward German territory began on November 1 7 at 
5 a. m., six days after signing the Armistice. All of the Allied 
forces from the North Sea to the Swiss border moved forward simultane¬ 
ously in the wake of the retreating German armies. Upon arrival at 
the frontier, a halt was made until December I, when the leading 
elements of all Allied armies crossed the line into Germany. The 
Third Army Headquarters were established at Coblenz and an Ad¬ 
vance General Headquarters located at Treves. Steps were immediately 
taken to organize the bridgehead for defense, and dispositions were 
made to meet a possible renewal of hostilities. 



rhe advance to the Rhine required long arduous marches, through 
cold and inclement weather, with no opportunity for troops to rest, 
reht, and refresh themselves after their participation in the final battle. 
The Army of Occupation bore itself splendidly and exhibited a fine 
state of discipline both during the advance and throughout the period 
of occupation. 

38. The zone of march of our troops into Germany and the line 
of communications of the Third Army after reaching the Rhine lay 
through Luxemburg. After the passage of the Third Army, the 
occupation of Luxemburg, for the purpose of guarding our line of com* 
munications, was intrusted to the Fifth and Thirty-third Divisions of 
the Second Army. The city of Luxemburg, garrisoned by French 
troops and designated as the headquarters of the Allied G)mmander-m- 
Chief, was excluded from our control. 

Upon entering the Duchy of Luxemburg in the advance, a policy 
of noninterference in the affairs of the Grand Duchy was announced. 
Therefore, when the French commander in the city of Luxemburg 
was given charge of all troops in the Duchy, in so far as concerned 
the **administration of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg,** my instruc¬ 
tions were that our troops would not be subject to his control. Later, 
at my request, and in order to avoid possible friction. Marshal Foch 
placed the entire Duchy in the American Zone. 

RETURN OF TROOPS TO THE UNITED STATES. 

59. On the day the Armistice was signed, the problem of the 
return of our troops to the United States was taken up with the War 
Department and, on November 13, a policy recommended of sending 
home certain auxiliaries so that we could begin to utilize all available 
shipping without delay. On December 21 the War Department an¬ 
nounced by cable that it had been decided to begin immediately the 
return of our forces and continue as rapidly as transportation would 
permit. To carry this out, a schedule for the constant flow of troops 
to the ports was established, having in mind our international obligations 
pending the signing of the treaty of peace. 

60. While more intimately related to the functions of the Services 
of Supply than to Operations, it is logical to introduce here a brief re¬ 
cital of the organizations created for the return of our troops to America. 
Prior to the Armistice but 1 5,000 men had been returned home. Al¬ 
though the existing organization was built for the efficient and rapid 
handling of the incoming forces, the embarkation of this small number 
presented no difficulties. But the Armistice suddenly and completely 
reversed the problem of the Services of Supply at the ports and the 


handling of troops. It became necessary immediately to reorganize 
the machinery of the ports, to construct large embarkation camps, and 
to create an extensive service for embarking the homeward-bound 
troops. 

Brest, St Nazaire, and Bordeaux became the principal embarkation 
ports, Marseilles and Le Havre being added later to utilize Italian 
and French liners. The construction of the embarkation camps during 
unseasonable winter weather was the most trying problem. These, with 
the billeting facilities available, gave accomme^ation for 55,000 at Brest, 
44,000 at St. Nazaire, and 130,000 at Bordeaux. Unfortunately, 
the larg^t ships had to be handled at Brest, where the least shelter 
was available. 

To maintain a suitable reservoir of men for Brest and St. Nazaire, 
an Embarkation Center was organized around Le Mans, which event¬ 
ually accommodated 230,000 men. Here die troops and Uieir records 
were prepared for the return voyage and immediate demobilization. 
As the tred^ arrived at the base ports, the embarkation service was 
charged with feeding, reclothing, and (quipping the hundreds of thou¬ 
sands who passed through, which required the maintenance of a form 
of hotel service on a scale not hitherto attempted. 

61. On November 16 all combat troops, except 30 divisions and 
a minimum of corps and army troops, were releas^ for return to iht 
United States. It was early evident that only limited use would be 
made of the American divisions, and that the retention of 30 divisions 
was not necessary. Marshal Foch considered it indispensable to main¬ 
tain under arms a total, including Italians, of 120 to 140 divisions, 
and he proposed that we maintain 30 divisions in France until February 
1, 25 of which should be held in the Zone of the Armies, and that on 
March 1 we should have 20 divisions in the Zone of the Armies and 5 
ready to embark. The plan for March 1 was satisfactory, but the 
restrictions as to the divisions that should be in France on February 
1 could not be accepted, as it would seriously interfere with the flow 
of troops homeward. 

In a communication dated December 24 the Marshal set forth the 
minimum forces to be furnished by the several Allies, requesting the 
American Army to furnish 22 to 25 divisions of Infantry. In the 
same note he estimated the force to be maintained after the signing of 
the preliminaries of peace at about 32 divisions, of which the American 
Army was to furnish 6. 

In reply it was pointed out that our problem of repatriation of troops 
and their demobilization was quite different from that of France or 
Great Britain. On account of our long line of communications in 
France and the time consumed by the ocean voyage and travel in the 



United States, even with the maximum employment of our then available 
transportation, at least a year must elapse before we could complete 
our demobilization. Therefore, it was proposed by me that the num¬ 
ber of American combat divisions to be maintained m the Zone of the 
Armies should be reduced on April 1 to 13 divisions and on May 1 tol 0 
divisions, and that in the unexpected event that the preliminaries of 
peace should not be signed by May 1 we would continue to maintain 
10 divisions in the Zone of the Armies until the date of signature. 

The Allied G>mmander-in-Chief later revised his estimate, and, on 
January 24, stated to the Supreme War G)uncil that the German 
I demobilization would permit the reduction of the Allied forces to 100 
divisions, of which the Americans were requested to furnish 15. In 
reply, it was again pointed out that our problem was entirely one of 
transportation, and diat such a promise was unnecessary inasmuch as 
it would probably be the summer of 1919 before we could reduce 
our forces below the number asked. We were, therefore, able to keep 
our available ships filled, and by May 19 all combat divisions, except 
5 still in the Army of Occupation, were under orders to proceed to 
ports of embarkation. This provided sufficient trcops to utilize all 
troop transports to include July 15. 

62. The President had informed me that it would be necessary for 
us to have at least one regiment in occupied Germany, and left the 


details to be discussed by me with Marshal Foch. My cable of July 1 
summarizes the agreement reached: 

“By direction of President, I have discussed with Marshal 
Foch question of forces to be left on the Rhine. Following 
agreed upon: The Fourth and Fifth Divisions will be sent to 
base ports immediately, the Second Division will commence mov¬ 
ing to base ports on July 15, and the Third Division on August 
15. Date of relief of First Division will be decided later. 
Agreement contemplates that after compliance by Germany with 
military conditions to be completed within first three months after 
German ratification of treaty, American force will be reduced to 
one regiment of Infantry and certain auxiliaries. Request Presi¬ 
dent be informed of agreement** 

As a result of a later conference with Marshal Foch, the Third 
Division was released on August 3 and the First Division on Au¬ 
gust 15. I am, Mr. Secretary, 

Very Respectfully, 

John J. Pershing, 

General, G)mmander-in-Qiief, American Elxpeditionary Forces. 





AMERICA’S AMAZING ACHIEVEMENT 


The following summary of America's participation in the World 
War was compiled from data prepared by Colonel Leonard P. Ayres. 
Chief of the Statistics Branch of the General Staff. Before becoming 
a member of the General Staff, Colonel Ayres was director of the 
Departments of Education and Statistics of the Russell Sage Founda¬ 
tion. 

FOUR MILLION MEN. 

1. The number of men serving in the armed forces of the Nation 
during the war was 4,800.000, of whom 4,000,000 served in the 
Army. 

2. In the War with Germany the United States raised twice as 
many men as did the Northern States in the Civil War, but cnly half 
as many in proportion to the population. 

3. The British sent more men to France in their first year of war 
than we did in our first year, but it took England three years to reach 
a strength of 2,000,000 men in France, and the United States accom¬ 
plished it in one-half of that time. 

4. Of every 100 men who served, 10 were National Guardsmen, 
13 were Regulars, and 77 were in the National Army (or would have 
been if the services had not been consolidated). 

5. Of the 54,000,000 males in the population, 26,000,000 were 
registered in the draft or were already in service. 

6. In the physical examinations the States of the Middle West 
made the best showing. Country boys did better than city boys; whiles 
better than colored; and native bom better than foreign bora. 

7. In this war twice as many men were recruited as in the Civil 
War and at one-twentieth of the recruiting cost. 

8. There were 200,000 Army officers. Of every six officers, one 
had previous military training with troops, three were graduates of 
officers* training camps, and two came directly from civil life. 

SIX MONTHS OF TRAINING. 

1. The average American soldier who fought in France had six 
months of training here, two months overseas before entering the line, 
and one month in a quiet sector before going into battle. 

2. Most soldiers received their training in infantry divisions which 


are our typical combat units and consist of about ItOOO officers and 
27,000 men. 

3. Forty-two divisions were sent to France. 

4. More than two-thirds of our line officers were graduates of the 
officers* training camps. 

3. France and England sent to the United States nearly 800 
specially skilled officers and noncommissioned officers who rendered 
most important aid as instructors in our training camps. 

FOOD, CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT. 

1. The problems of feeding and clothing the Army were difficult 
because of the immense quantities involved rather than because of the 
difficulty of manufacturing the articles needed. 

2. Requirements for some kinds of clothing for the Army were 
more than twice as great as the prewar total American production of 
the same articles. 

3. To secure the articles needed for the Army the Government had 
to commandeer all the wool and some other staple articles in the 
United States and control production through all its stages. 

4. The distribution of supplies in the expeditionary forces required 
the creation of an organization called the Services of Supply, to which 
one-fourth of all the troops who went overseas were assigned. 

5. American Engineers built in France 83 new ship berths, 1,000 
miles of standard-gauge track, and 338 miles of narrow-gauge track. 

6. The Signal G)rps strung in France 100,000 miles of telephone 
and telegraph wire. 

7. Prior to the armistice 40,000 trucks were shipped to the forces 
in France. 

8. Construction projects in the United States cost twice as much 
as the Panama Canal, and construction overseas was on nearly as large 
a scale. 

9. The Army in France always had enough food and clothing. 

SPRINGFIELDS, ENFIELDS AND BROWNINGS. 

I. When war was declared the Army had on hand nearly 600,000 
Springfield rifles. Their manufacture was continued, and the Amarioan 
Elnfield rifle designed and put into production. 



2. The total production of Springfield and Enfield rifles up to 
the signing of the armistice was over 2,500,000. 

3. The use of machine guns bn a large scale is a development of the 
European war. In the American Army the allowance in 1912 was 
four machine guns per regiment. In 1919 the new Army plans provide 
for an equipment of 336 guns per regiment, or eighty-four times as 
many. 

4. The entire number of American machine guns produced to the 
end of 1918 was 227,000. 

5. During the war the Browning automatic rifle and the Browning 
machine gun were developed, put into quantity production, and used in 
large numbers in the final battles in France. 

6 . The Browning machine guns are believed to be more effective 
than the corresponding weapon used in any other army. 

7. American production of rifle ammunition amounted to approxi¬ 
mately 3,500,000,000, of which 1,500,000,000 were shipped over¬ 
seas. 

TWO THOUSAND GUNS ON THE FIRING LINE. 

1. When war was declared the United States had sufficient light 
artillery to equip an army of 500,000 men, and shortly found itself 
confronted with the problem of preparing to equip 5,000,000 men. 

2. To meet the situation it was decided in June, 1917, to allot our 
guns to training purposes and to equip our forces in France with 
artillery conforming to the French and British standard calibers. 

3 . It was arranged that we should purchase from the French and 
British the artillery needed for our first divisions and ship them in 
return equivalent amounts of steel, copper, and other raw materials so 
that they could either manufacture guns for us in their own factories 
oi give us guns out of their stocks and replace them by new ones made 
from our materials. 

4 . Up to the end of .April, 1919, the number of complete artillery 
units produced in American plants was more than 3,000, or equal to 
all those purchased from the French and British during the war. 

5. The number of rounds of complete artillery ammunition pro¬ 
duced in American plants was in excess of 20,000,000, as compared 
with 9,000,000 rounds secured from the French and British. 

6 . In the first 20 months after the declaration of war by each 
country the British did better than we did in the production of li^t 
artillery, and we excelled them in producing heavy artillery and both 
light and heavy ammunition. 

7. So far as the Allies were concerned, the European war was in 
large measure fought with American powder and high explosives. 


8 . At the end of the war American production of smokeless pow¬ 
der was 45 per cent greater than the French and British production 
combined. 

9. At the end of the war the American production of high explo¬ 
sives was 40 per cent greater than Great Britain*s and nearly double 
that of France. 

1 0. During the war America produced 10,000 tons of gas, much 
of which was sold to the French and British. 

11. Out of every hundred days that our combat divisions were in 
line in France they were supported by their own artillery for 75 days, 
by British artillery for 5 days, and by French for 1 Yi days. Of the 
remaining I 8 J /2 days that they were in line without artillery, 18 days 
were in quiet sectors, and only one-half of 1 one day in each hundr^ 
was in active sectors. 

12. In round numbers, we had in France 3,500 pieces of artillery, 
of which nearly 500 were made in America, and we- used on the firing 
line 2,250 pieces, of which over 100 were made in America. 

AIRPLANES, MOTORS AND BALLOONS. 

1. On the declaration of war the United States had 55 training 
airplanes, of which 51 were classified as obsolete and the other 4 as 
ob^lescent. 

2. When we entered the war the Allies made the designs of their 
planes available to us and before the end of hostilities furnished us 
from their own manufacture 3,800 service planes. 

3. Aviation training schools in the United States graduated 8,602 
men from elementary courses and 4,028 from advanced courses. More 
than 5,000 pilots and observers were sent overseas. 

4. The total personnel of the Air Service, officers, students, and 
enlisted men, increased from 1,200 at the outbreak of the war to nearly 
200,000 at its close. 

5. There were produced in the United States to November 30, 
1918, more than 8,000 training planes and more than 16,000 training 
engines. 

6 . The De Haviland-4 observation and day bombing plane was 
the only plane the United States put into quantity production. Before 
the signing of the armistice 3,227 had been completed and 1,885 
shipped overseas. The plane was successfully used at the front for 
three months. 

7. The production of the 12-cylinder Liberty engine was America’s 
chief contribution to aviation. Before the armistice 13,574 had been 
completed, 4,435 shipped to the expeditionary forces, and 1,025 de* 
livered to the Allies. 



8. The first flyers in action wearing the American uniform were 
members of the Lafayette Escadrille, who were transferred to the 
American service in December, 1917. 

9. The American air force at the front grew from 3 squadrons 
in April to 45 in November, 1918. On November II the 45 squad¬ 
rons had an equipment of 740 planes. 

10. Of 2,698 planes sent to the zone of the advance for American 
aviators 667, or nearly one-fourth, were of American manufacture. 

1 I. American air squadrons played important roles in the battles 
of Chateau-Thierry, St. Mihiel, and the Meuse-Argonne. They 
brought down in combat 755 enemy planes, while their own losses 
of planes numbered only 357. 

TWO HUNDRED DAYS OF BATTLE. 

1. Two out of every three American soldiers who reached France 
took part in battle. The number who reached France was 2,084,000, 
and of these 1,390,000 saw active service at the front. 

2. Of the 42 divisions that reached France 29 took part in active 
combat service. Seven of them were Regular Army divisions, 1 I 
were organized from the National Guard, and 11 were made up of 
National Army troops. 

3. American divisions were in battle for 200 days and engaged 
in 13 major operations. 

4. From the middle of August until the end of the war the Ameri¬ 
can divisions held during the greater part of the time a front longer 
than that held by the British. 

.5. In October the American divisions held 101 miles of line, or 
23 per cent of the entire western front. 

6. On the 1 st of April the Germans had a superiority of 324,000 
m rifle strength. Due to American arrivals the allied strength exceeded 
that of the Germans in June and was tnore than 600,000 above it in 
November. 

7. In the Battle of St. Mihiel 550,000 Americans were engaged, 
as compared with about 100,000 on the Northern side in the Battle 
of Gettysburg. The artillery fired more than 1,000,000 shells in four 
hours, which is the most intense concentration of artillery fire recorded 
in history. 

8. The Meuse-Argonne Battle lasted for 47 days, during which 
1,200,000 American troops were engaged. 

A MILLION DOLLARS AN HOUR. 

1. The war cost the United States considerably more than 
$ 1,000,000 an hour for over two years. 


2. The direct cost was about $22,0000,000,000, or nearly enough 
to pay the entire cost of running the United States Government from 
1791 up to the outbreak of the European war. 

3. Our expenditures in this was. was suflicient to have carried on 
the Revolutionary War continuously for more than 1,000 years at the 
rate of expenditure which that war actually involved. 

4. In addition to this huge expenditure nearly $10;000.000,000 
have been loaned by the United States to the Allies. 

5. The Army expenditures have been over $14,000,000,000, or 
nearly two-thirds of our total war costs. 

6. During the first three months our war expenditures were at the 
rate of $2,000,000 per day. During the next year they averaged 
more than $22,000,000 a day. For the final ten months of the period, 
from April, 1916, to April, 1919, the daily average was over 
$44,000,000. 

7. Although the Army expenditures are less than two-thirds of 
our total war costs, they are nearly equal to the value of all the gold 
produced in the whole world from the discovery of America up to the 
outbreak of the Eurepean war. 

8. The pay of the Army during the war cost more than the com¬ 
bined salaries of all the public-school principals and teachers in the 
United States for the five years from 1912 to 1916. 

9. The total war costs of all nations were about $186,000,000,- 
000, of which the Allies and the United States spent two thirds and 
the enemy one-third. 

10. The three nations spending the greatest amounts were Ger¬ 
many, Great Britain, and France, in that order. After them come 
the United States and Austria-Hungary, with substantially equal ex¬ 
penditures. 

11. The United States spent about one-eighth of the entire cost of 
the war, and something less than one-fifth of the expenditures of the 
allied side. 

A. E. F. CASUALTY LIST. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CASUALTIES TO JANUARY 19, 1920. 

Killed in action—including 382 at sea. 34,774 

Died of Wounds. 13.961 

Died of Disease. 23,734 

Died from Accident and Other Causes. 5,157 

Wounded in Action (over 85 per cent returned to duty) . . . .215,424 
Missing in Action—not including prisoners released and re¬ 
turned . 3 


.293,053 


Total to Date 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


For Captain James C. Hassell 


It is with pride that I add a few 
written words to this book which with 
pictures brings so forcibly to the people 
of our country the deeds of oar men In 
the World War. Every man who went to the 
colors stored his mind with pictured in¬ 
cidents of this new experience which came 
to men of the Army, the ISfavy and the Marine 
Corps* To these the pages of aetaal pic¬ 
tures of what they saw, felt and went 
through will bring a newer and a closer 
realization of those unforgettable days. 

To generations growing and to generations 
yet to come, this picture book will ever 
be an inspiration, a guide to a real 
Americauilsm and a development of genuine 
loyalty just as these pictures will forc¬ 
ibly emphasize the written words of the 
historian* 




HON. EDWIN DENBY 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
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War! 


I T is a fearful thing to lead this great, peaceful country 
into war. into the most terrible and disastrous of all 
wars, civilization itself seeming to be in the balance. But 
the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight 
for the things which we have always carried nearest our 
hearts—for democracy, for the right of those who submit 
to authority to have a voice in their own governments, 
for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal 
dominion of right by such a concert of free peoples as shall 
bring peace and safety to all nations and make the world 
itself at last free. 

*To such a task we can dedicate our lives and our for¬ 
tunes, everything that we are and everything that we 
have, with the pride of those who know that the day has 
come when America is privileged to spend her blood and 
her might for the principles that gave her birth and 
happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God 
helping her, she can do no other.** -President Wilson to 
Congress, April 2. 1917. 


THE WAR PRESIDENT 
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'¥¥7E fiilly realize that had it not been for 
^ ▼ the Navy, which kept watch night and 
day over our transport fleet, American effort 
in France would never have been successful. 



General^ Coinmander«in«Chief 
American Expeditionary Forces 





Admiral William S. Benson. Chief of Operations and ranking officer of the 
United States Navy during the World War. 
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When Germany Wat Winning 

Id month of America's entry into war, tonnage 
loss was 875,023; at close of co^lict 
sinkings were reduced to 
112,427 tons 

Rear Admiral William S. Sims and his aide. Gmunander 
J. V. Babcock, landed in England. April 9. 1917. • On 
the day of his arrival in London Admiral Sims had his 
first interview with Admiral Jellicoe who at that time 
was the First Sea Lord. “After the usual greetiim** 
says Admiral Sims in his remarkable volume. “The 
Victory at Sea." “Admiral Jellicoe took a paper out of his 
drawer and handed it to me. It vras a reco^ of the ton¬ 
nage losses for the last two itwnths. This showed that 
the total sinkings. British and Neutral, had reached 
536.000 tons in February and 603.000 in March; it 
further disclosed that sinkings were taking place in April 
which indicated the destruction of nearly 900.000 tons. 
These figures indicated that the losses were three and 
four times as large as those which were then being pub¬ 
lished in the press. It is expressing it mildly to say that 
I %ras surprsMd by this disclosure. I was fairly as¬ 
tounded: for I had never imagined anything so terrible. 
I expressed my consternation to Admiral Jellicoe. *Yes.' 
he said, as quietly as though he were discussing the 
weather and not tbe future of the British Empire. *It is 
impossible for us to go on with the war if losses like this 
continue.' 'What are you doing about it?' I asked. 
'Everything that we can. We arc increasing our anti¬ 
submarine forces in every possible way. We arc using 
every possible craft we can find with which to fight sub¬ 
marines. We arc building destroyers, trawlers, a^ other 
like craft as fast as we can. But the situation is very 
serious and we shall need all of the assistance we can get"' 
The gravity of the situation is plainly depicted on the 
faces of Admiral Sims and his aide. Gunmandcr Babcock, 
as they emerge from the British Admiralty after the 
momentous interview with Admiral Jellicoe. The his¬ 
toric photograph is taken from a British official film. 
The “close up" of Admiral Sims, made at the same 
time, reveals the bull-dog detcrmiiution with which he 
tackled the tremendous problems of succeeding months. 
The other photographs indicate the tragic coriffitions at 
sea which required the most energetic means to overcome. 
It is signified that, when the American Navy entered 
the conflict, the total tonnage loss for April. 1917, was 
875,023 and that the total in October 1918 was 112,427. 
How gallant American sailors turned the tide in the 
gigantic struggle for mastery of the seas it is the purpose 
ci the succeed^ pictures in some sort to adumbrate. 




I^Rear Admiral O^tcr Vice Admiral) William Sowden Sima, U. S. N.. GMamandcr of the American Naval Forces operating in Europe^ waters during the World War. 2—Rear Admiral Sims 
uid hk aide. Gmimandcr J. V. Babcock, leaving the British Admiralty. 3—British owned American Uansport Messaubie. torpedoed twice and sunk in eight minutes with loss of 40. Stem is on 
bottom 54 fathoms deep. 4—Allied freighter torpedoed by AustroJdungarian submarine. 5—Sinking if Amerkan ship, Frederick R. Kellogg, off Ambrose Qiannel. Torpedoed by U-l 17 
Seven men lost. 6—Succoring an Allied freighter. / ^ I 
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British patrol boat ML 181 going out to meet the American 
destroyer flotilla May 4. 1917. 


"One of the greatest days in Anglo-American history had dawned for the first 
contingent cf the American Navy had arrived in British waters and joined hands 
with the Allies." Historic scene as G>mmander Taussig's flotilla arrives off Queens¬ 
town May 4, 1917. The ship in the foreground is the"Davis," Lt.Com.R.F.Zogbaum. 


U 



The gallant “Wadsworth" entering Queenstown harbor. The 
famous Cathedral, “Stella Maris," is seen in the background. 


The "Porter," Ll G)in. W. K- Wortmaiu follows the Wadsworth. The other 
ships of the flotilla, besides those mentioned, were: the "GMiyngham." G>m. 
A. W. Johnson; the "McDbugal," Lt Com. A. P. Fairfield; and the "Wain- 
aright," Lt. Com. F. H. Poteet. 
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Commander Taussig's flotilla had had an "extremely nasty voyage." 

U. S. Nary OOMal 
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“We Are Ready Now, Sir” 

Follovfinf out the imtructions of the Navy Department, 
OMDinancier Taussig and the other destroyer com¬ 
manders reported to Vice Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly for 
duty. 

"The Admiral's chief interest in the Americans at that 
time," says Admiral Sims, "was the assistance which 
th^ were likely to bring to the Allied cause; after court- 
eoudy greeting the officers, the f rst question he asked 
about thcM forces was: 'When will you be ready to go 
to sea?"' 

"Even under the most favorable conditions that is an 
embarrassing question to ask of a destroyer commander. 
There is no t3rpe of ship that is so chronically in need of 
overhauling. Even in peace times the destroyer usually 
has under way a long list of repairs; our first contingent 
had sailed without having had much opportunity to i^t. 
and had had an extremely nasty voyage. The fact was 
that it had been rather severely battered up. althou^ 
the flotilla vras in excellent condition, considering its 
hard experience on the ocean and the six months of hard 
work which it had previously had on our coast One 
ship had lost its fireroom ventilator, another had con¬ 
denser troubles on the way across, and there had been 
other difficulties. Gmimander Taussig, however, had 
sized up Admiral Bayly as a man to whom it would be a 
tactical error to make excuses, and promptly replied: 

*Wo nro ready now, air; that it aa aeon aa we 
finiah refnellinc. Of coiirae, you know how 
deatroyera are — sJwaya wanting aomething 
done to them. But thia ia war, and we are 
ready to go to aea immediately.’ ** 

"The Admiral was naturally pleased with the spirit 
indicated by this statement and, vrith his customary 
consideration for his juniors, said: 

" *1 will give you four days from the time of arrival. Will 
that be sufficient?’" 

" 'Yes,* answered Taussig, That will be more than ample 
time.' 

"As we discovered afterward, the Admiral had a system 
of always 'testing out’ new men, and it is not improbable 
that this prelini^ary interview was a part of this 
process. 




I—The AmencM G>nsul. Mr. Wesley Frost, and British Naval officers greeting Commander Taussig and the other officers of the dotilla as they land at Queenstown. 2—The American flotilla 
offices and their ^it wallung up the hill to Admiralty House. Queenstown, where they were to report to Vice Admiral Bayly. 3—"We are ready now. sir." Commander Taussig saluting Vice 
Adnwal Bayly whose back u to the camera. 4—Yankee sailors of the destroyer flotilla "estimating the situation." 5—British Naval and MiliUjiy^cers keenly inspect destroyer ordnance 


6—^Tuning up after arrival. 
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1 he r anning s 

U-58 to surrender. 


**ashcan8** with which she, operating with the ** Nicholson/' persuaded Kapitan Gustav Amberger and the crew of the 
To the right is the destroyer “Sigourney • IntniMtional Film Conipaiiv 
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The Navy’s first U-boat capture, the U-38. The commanding officer of the ** Fanning” is authority for the statement that this is a copy 
of a photograph taken from the deck of his vessel when the crew of the U-38 surrendered. f r. >. Naw OrtKijI 
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When the U. S. destroyer, “Fanning,” 
dropped a depth charge on the U>58 which 
had been prowling off Queenstown, it did not 
crush the submarine but it wrecked the 
motors, jammed its diving rudders and broke 
the oil leads. So Kapitan Gustav Amberger 
of the Imperial German Navy had the option 
of two alternatives: to sink until the pressure 
of water crushed the vessel or to blow the 
ballast tanks, rise to the surface and sur> 
render. The boat had sunk to 200 feet when 
the Kapitan chose the latter. Accordingly he 
ascended and he. three other officers and 37 
men emerged from the conning tower and 
cried “Kamerad”! Their surrender having 
been accepted by Lt. Com. Carpender a 
couple of German sailors disappeared into the 
submarine. They opened the sea-cocks and 
scuttled the ship. Then all officers and men 
jumped and made for the ''Fanning.” One 
sailor seemed to flounder and two American 
Jackies leaped over board and brought him 
to the “Fanning” where he died on the deck. 
Officers and men of the "Fanning” received 
the thanks of the British Admirality and Lt. 
Com. Carpender was decorated with the D. 
S. 0. at Buckingham Palace by King George. 


A 




Abooi. 
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Above is the “Fanning** and below is the ‘‘Nicholson,** flag-ship of Commander Frank Berrien, which Eissisted iti the caoture of the crew 
of the U-58. Noven^ber 17. 1917. Ao 
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When the ‘Fanning* approached the U-38 as her crew stood on deck with their arms raised, shouting ‘KameradI KameradI* the ‘Nichol- 
" er 4-inch guns trained upon 

the 1 


_ app , , . . 

stood by, with all her 4-inch guns trained upon the German boat, and the machine guns pointed at the kamerading Germans, ready 


to shoot them into ribbons at the first sign that the surrender was not a genuine one." Rear Admiral Sims. 


U. S. Navy Oft’.cial 











Upper—The tell-tale oil patch, grim evidence of the destruction of a U-boat. 
Ireland. Lower right—Mustering shore patrol at Queenstown. 


Lower left—View of torpedo repair shop at Queenstown. 
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VICE ADMIRAL SIR LEWIS BAYLY, R. N. 

**Vice Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly. who now became the commander 
of the American destroyers at Queenstown, so far as their military op¬ 
erations were concerned, had spent fifty years in the British navy, forty 
years of this time actually at sea. This ripe experience, combined with a 
great natural genius for salt water, had made him one of the most efficient 
men in the service. In what 1 have already said. 1 may have given a 
slightly false impression of the man; that he was taciturn, that he was 
generally regarded as a hard taskmaster, that he never made friends 
at the first meeting, that he was more interested in results than in per¬ 
sons—all this is true: yet these qualities merely concealed what was. 
at bottom, a. generous, kindly and even a warm-hearted character. 
Admiral Bayly was so retiring and so modest that he seemed almost 
to have assumed these exterior traits to disguise his real nature. When 
our men first met the Admiral they saw a man who would exact their 
last effort and accept no excuses for failure; when admitted to more 
intimate association, however, they discovered that this weatherbeaten 
sailor had a great love for flowers, for children, for animals, for pictures, 
and for boolu; that he was deeply read in general literature, in history, 
and in science, and that he had a knowledge of their own country and 
its institutions which many of our own officers did not possess. Ameri¬ 
cans have great reason to be proud of the achievements of their naval 
men and one of the most praiseworthy was the fact that they became 
such intimate friends of Admiral Bayly. For this man's nature was 
so sincere that he could never bring himself to indulge in friendships 
which he deemed unworthy. Elarly in his association with our men. 
he told them bluntly that any success he and they might have in get¬ 
ting on together would depend entirely upon the manner in which they 
performed their work. If they acquitt^ themselves creditably, well 
and good; if not. he should not hesitate to And fault with them. It is 
thus a tribute to our officers that in a very short time they and Admiral 
Bayly had established relations which were not only friendly, but affec¬ 
tionate. Not long after our destroyers left to re-enforce the hard- 
driven flotillas in the Channel and the North Sea. so that the destroyer 
forces at Queenstown under Admiral Bayly became almost exclusively 
American, though they worked with many British vessels—sloops, 
trawlers, sweepers and mystery ships, in co-operation with British de¬ 
stroyers and other vessels in the north and other parts of Ireland. The 
Admiral watched over our ships and their men with the jealous eye of 
a father. He always referred to his command as ' my destroyers’ and 
'my Americans,’ and woe to any one who attempted to interfere with 
them or do them the slightest injustice! Admiral Bayly would fight 
for them, against the combined forces of the whole British navy, like 
a tigress for her cubs. He constantly had a weather eye on Plymouth, 
the main base of the British destroyers, to see that the vessels from that 
station did their fair share of the work. Once or twice a dispute arose 
between an American destroyer commander and a British, in such cases 
Admiral Bayly vigorously took the part of the American. 'You did 
perfectly right.’ he would say to our men. and then he would turn all 
his guns against the interfering Britisher. Relations between the young 
Americans and the experienced Admiral became so close that they 
would sometimes go to him with their personal troubles: he became not 
only their commander, but their confidant and adviser.” Rear Admi- 
ral Sims in ”The Vidors/ at Seet.*' 
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CAUGHT! Admiral Sims says: "Admiral Sir Lewis Bayly was so reticent and excessively mcdest .that he was averse to having his picture taken; even the motion 
picture operator detailed to get an historic record of the arrival of our destroyers did not get a good view of the Admiral, for whenever Sir Lewis saw him coming he 
would turn his back to the camera.” However, when Sir Lewis visited this country in February. 1921, Captain Lawrence Rubel of Undeiwood and Underwood man¬ 
aged to procure for the compilers of this volume the above picture. We had to have it. The photograph was taken on the portico of the State. War and Navy Building. 
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Upper—U. S. destroyer “Caldwell” in Queenstown harbor. 


Lower—U. S. destroyer “Kimberley’"jit Queenstown. 
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The "Wadsworth” in her war-i 


i enter the conflict. 


j-paint a year after her arrival in British uraters as the flag ship of the first destroyer flotilla to < 
military censor during the war in deference to the wishes of the British Admiralty which objected to the showing of marine camouflage. Inset: 
commander during the operations at sea. The "Wadsworth" was later in charge of Gmimander I. F. Dortch. This photomph was made May 
Bayly sent this message to the Queenstown forces: "On the anniversary of the arrival of the flrst United States men-of-war at Queenstown, 1 «rish to eipreu m; 
officers and ratings for the skill, energy, and unfailing good natwe whi^ they have all consistently shown and which qualities have so materially assisted in 

Powers to cross the ocean in comparative freedom. To command you is an honor, to work with 3 rou is a ^easure.j^y 


»gratitude to the United States 
: war by^enablingahuMu^the Allied 
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ipcr—Reading room of the U. S. Naval Men *8 Club at Querastown. _Lower leh—**Galloping dominoes*' almrd the U. S. S. “Melville,** at Queenstown. The “Mcl- 


/pper—Keading_ , . . ^ _ 

ille" was the flagship of Admiral Sims. Commander of U. S. Naval Forces in European waters, although the Admiral's headquarters was in London to facilitate co¬ 
operation with the British Admiralty. The “Melville** is a destroyer tender fitted with repair shops, supply rooms, etc., for the upkeep of destroyers and as such was 
stationed most of the time at Queenstown as the floating base of the U. S. destroyer squadron operating in nearby waters., , , i I 
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U. S. S. “Paulding'' at Queenstown. 


The “life line'* on this destroyer was handy in a rough sea. 

The sailor is gunner's mate, (later Ensign) Harmon. 
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U. S. destroyers “Wainwright," “Winslow," j^nd “Bell" lying in 
the inner harbor at Brest ready for convoy service. Oct. 27, 1918. 


U. S. destroyer Benham getting under way to accompany a 
convoy through the danger zoiier>Oct. 22, 1918. 
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The U. S. destroyer, " Benham,” after having been rammed by H. M. S. Zennia. The U. S. destroyer, “ Ericsson ” may be seen at the right. 
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U. S. destroyers making smoke screen. 
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'*A few dirigibles/' says Rear Admiral Sims, ‘'located on the flanks of a convoy, protected them almost as effectively as the destroyers themselves; and even 
a single airship not infrequently brou^t a group of merchantmen and troopdiips ^ely into port. All dirigibles had wireless telegraph and wireless telephone 
equipment. As soon as a submarine was spotted the word was immediately flashed broadcast and every offensive warship^hich was anwwhere in the 


neighborhood, as well as the aircraft itself started for the indicated scene.” 
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THE NAVY'S GREATEST ROLE DURING THE WORLD WAR. Two million troops were sent abroad with not the loss by enemy action of a single east- 
bound carrying troops under the protection of the Navy. *'Great Britain," says Rear Admiral Sims, "provided a slightly larger amount of tonnage for 

this purpose than the United States; but 82 per cent of the escorting was dm by our own forces.In pe^orming thu gMl feat the American 

Navy fulfilled its ultimate duty in the war." . Digitized by T V I im.rmtionaiFiimcomp.py 
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I—During the 19 months of our participation in the war T'"*YQfR^h^thrDlc't^re^''the”leTt'wa^ul^n^travertge of 10.000 soldiers was transported. Among 
13 months and a million and a half in the last 6 months. In Ju X-. „ : . ._P . ....i;_ ■> ■ ._j’| R,.«iiii>n shinnine under Enelish control. -The men 


Half a million of them went over in the first 


every 100 Americans who went over 45 went inTmericin ship^’ftin British »hip».3 in halian. 2 in French and'l ^ 

m t^^tograph at the left are boarding the "Uviathan." The photograph at the right shows the commanding < 


Bryan. 

S. Navy Official 
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The **Leviathmii/' formerly the Germen peaeenger liner ** VeterUnd/* leaving Hoboken for France. During the Spring and Summer of 1918 the **Leviathan*' averaged 
27 days for the round trip. The "Levi fHathan." as the soldiers called her, carried on eastern voyage 12,000 skiers, or the equivalent of a German division, and a 
cr ew of 2,000. This picture was withheld during the War out of deference to the British, who did not wish to give the enemy an oppor tu nity to study die system of 
camouflage used by the Allies. _. ~ “ 
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A warning: "Throw nothing overboard; floating articles reveal our course 
to enemy submarines." 


Distributing safe arrival cards as the men go aboard. These were ad¬ 
dressed to next of kin by the recipients and collected at the port of embarkation. 
When the transFK>rt arrived on the other side the postal authorities released 
them. 



U. S. iMuHrt 


"Abandon ship" drill on the "Leviathan." 


Tall and short men of the "Leviathan.*' 
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Troops on the ‘'Leviathan” enroute to France in Spetember, 1918. 
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Inspection aboard the “Leviathan.** 


Life-preservers on the “Leviathan.’* 



U. S. Navy Oriicial 

Gun crew of U. S. S. “ Leviathan.” Officer personnel of U. S. S. " Leviathan.” 
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“THE YANKS ARE COMING.” Train of troop ships and escort at sea. U. S. S. “George Washington/* “America” and “De Kalb” 
in column. Photograph taken from aboard U. S. S. “Whipple." May 18. 1918. 
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THE GREAT ADVENTURE. United States Army transports nearing the coast of France with their burden of fighting men. 
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Cardinal Richelieu first recognized the importance of Brest as a seaport, but it remained for the American army a 
development. It was to this port that 791.000 Yankee soldiers were carried. r^. . . 
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Upper The destroyer “Wadsworth” using smoke screen to protect convoy. 
1918 Lower—A convoy. 


Photographed from aboard JLI^S. S. “Whipple,” May 18, 
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A kite balloon in tow of an escort. 


U. S. Narr PlK'to 
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Left—Soldiers of 105th Field Artillery. 27th Division, leaving Newport News for France aboard the U. S. S 
The U. S. S. **Mercury.** Lower right: Disembarkation of troops at Brest. .. I 
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Berth deck of the U. S. S. “Mercury.** 


The number of passengers carried by the “Mercury** to and from Europe, was 39,463. 
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The U. S. S. 
Europe. 55,169. 


‘Siboney.” Number of passengers carried to and from 


The U. S. S. ** Northern Pacific.** The fastest transports were the 
‘‘Northern Pacific** and the ‘‘Great Northern** which made complete turn¬ 
arounds taking on new troops and started back again in 19 days. 


° r~^ 


lacz 


w 






The U. S. S. **Great Northern,** May 7. 1918, at Brest. Number of 
passengers carried to and from Europe. 54,085. Number of pasMngers 
carried by “Northern Pacific'* to and from Europe was 28,866. 


The U S S 
Europe, 38,705. 


"Antigone.** Number of passengers carried to and from 
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The U. S. S. “Buford.” 
4717. 


Passengers returned from Europe. 


The U. S. S. “Agamemnon, 
to and from Europe, 78,249. 
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U. S. S. ‘‘America.*’ Number of passengers carried to and 
from Europe, 86,801. 


U. S. S. “Powhatan.” Number of passengers carried to 
and from Europe, 30,C87. 



U. S. S. ‘Huron.” Number of passengers carried to and 
from Europe, 41,658. 


U. S. S. “Imperator.” Passengers returned from Europe, 
28,030. 
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U. S. S. ** Pocahontas.** Number of passengers carried to 
and from Europe, 43,141. 


U. S. S. *' Marcia.** Passengers returned from Europe, 3,243 
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U. S. S. “Princess Matoika.” Number of passengers carried 
to and from Europe, 48,296. 


U. S. S. “Santa Malta.“ 
3,756. 


Passengers returned from Europe. 
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U. S. S. “Ophir.” 


U. S. S. "Mallory.” Number of passengers carried to and 

ho™ Eo,op.. 2l,90lp.g.|.^g^ by VjOOgle 










































i 


4 : 



Scene at St. Nazaire, Loire Inferieure. 
freighter, “Artemis." 


The “Princess Matoika," entering the locks, is passing between the trans 
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The Leviathan docks at Hoboken, April 25, 1919, with Troops boarding the ' Manchuria'* at St. Nazaire, January 

troops of the 42nd Division. Number of passengers carried to 10, 1919. Number of passengers carried to and from Europe, 

and from Europe, 192,753. 54.230. 



The U. S. S. "Madawaska" about to sail from St. Nazaire, 
December 27, 1918. Number of passengers carried to and from 
Europe, 34,937. 


With 2500 soldiers aboard the U. S. S. "Susquehanna" 
leaves St. Nazaire for the United States. January 17, 1919. 
Number of passengers carried to and from Europe, 34,911. 
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View in the harbor of Brest, December 29, 1919. 
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NAVAL OVERSEAS TRANSPORTATION 

Six Million Tons of War Supplies Carried Overseas by a Fleet of 321 Vessels, Manned by 4,672 Officers and 29,175 Men 
“One of the Most Important and Successful Operations of the Navy .”—Secretary Daniels. 

BY ENSIGN J. J. FINLAY, U. S. N. R. F. 


I MAGINE, if you can, a steamship company which on January 
9th, 1918, did not possess a single ship and which on Novem¬ 
ber II, 1918, only ten months later, was operating three hun¬ 
dred and twenty-one ocean going cargo carriers of 2,800,000 
dead-weight tons—a fleet larger than the Cunard, Hamburg- 
American and North German Lloyd lines combined at the out¬ 
break of the war. The personnel of this fleet grew from nothing 
to 4,672 officers and 29,175 men. Six million tons of cargo, in 
round figures, were transported, including all kinds of supplies 
and munitions for our own forces and those of our allies. 

Early in 1918 it became evident that officers and men must be 
provided in great numbers to man our new merchant fleet or 
Europe and the A. E. F. would perish. Where were the seamen 
and officers to come from? 

The Navy supplied the answer. Skippers and mates of our 
pre-war merchant marine were rapidly commissioned Lieutenant- 
Commanders and made Captains and senior officers of these 
ships. Over five thousand college graduates and yachtsmen were 
given intensive training courses on Great Lakes ore-boats and 
coastwise vessels, followed by highly concentrated eight weeks 
study courses at Chicago and at Pelham Bay, given ensigns’ 
commissions and assigned to these ships as junior officers. These 
men generally became the gunnery officers. Assisted by veteran 
Navy petty officers they imbued the enlisted crews, largely 
apprentice landsmen, with a real Navy spirit. Many of these 
slow moving freighters fought lonely and victorious battles with 
the wily submarines. 

Every energy of the N. O. T. S. was bent on making the stays 
of these ships in port as brief as possible. Repair men swarmed 
over their decks, coal and oil barges hugged their sides. The 
Army working night and day loaded them with amazing cargoes 


—great locomotives—thirty-six in a hold—food, uniforms, drums 
of deadly mustard gas, army trucks, aeroplanes. Some became 
horse-ships, others T. N. T. ships. Often they were overloaded, 
sometimes undermanned, but always they ivallowed out in time 
to join their convoy. J'wo days at sea and storms, their varying 
speeds, or engine troubles scattered them widely. Mostly they 
travelled alone, armed with but single guns fore and aft, through 
submarine infested waters. 

’’Over There” colored stevedores emptied their hulls of their 
precious freight and they headed Westward again, riding high 
with little ballast and bucking the winter fury of the North 
Atlantic. 

Some were torpedoed, others on wild nights collided and sank. 
But luckily for the allied cause, these were exceptions. 

After the Armistice many cargo vessels were converted into 
troop ships. Others were placed out of commission and returned 
to private shipping interests, their officers and crews returned to 
Ohio cities and Kansas farms and the N. O. T. S. gradually 
passed into history. 

Of the untiring, wonderfully resourceful shore organization 
which grew up almost over night to handle, man, route and 
supply this great fleet, there is no room to speak. Nor of the 
bold initiative and courage shown by the old men and young 
boys who month after month brought these ships safely from 
port to port. 

It is a story of achievement—typically American—too intri¬ 
cate and vast to tell here. Ex-Secretary Daniels calls the 
N. O. T. S. ”one of the most important and successful operations 
of the Navy.” The Navy is very proud of the record of the 
N. O. T. S.—and so are the merchant marine men and the 
youthful civilians who helped/make its history. 
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Thirty-six Baldwin and tenders already assembled were landed at Brest. Oct. 29. 1918 by the U. S. S. **Firmore.” seen in mid-ground. 
According to the Signal Corps caption her cargo also included 248 cases of airplane parts. 50 Quad trucks. 22 Reo trucks. 54 Ford trucks, 
2.500 tons of steel rails. l.lOO tons of oats. 1,380 tons of hay and 250 tons of engineer supplies. 
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Unloading a cargo of Quad trucks at Marseilles. 


Transferring Baldwin locomotives to freight lighters. 
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U. S. S. "Houston,” formerly North Ger¬ 
man Lloyd S. S. "Liebenfelds." She was 
scuttled in Charleston harbor. April 6, 1917. 
The vessel was raised and on July 3. 1917 
was commissioned in the Unit^ States 
Navy, She entered the war zone August 16, 
1917, being the first German ship to arrive 
overseas under the American flag. The 
"Houston" steamed 42.225 miles up to Nov. 
18, 1918 and carried 47,000 tons of freight 
and 223 passengers. She rescued 14 casta¬ 
ways from the Norwegian steamer "Tiro." 
torpedoed off Lizard Light Dec. 29, 1917. 
The boat is faster by two knots than when 
her German skipper. S. B. Johansen, was in 
command. Commander W. H. Lee. U. S. 
N. R F,, has been commanding officer of 
the "Houston" since she was commissioned. 
The "flouston" was in contact with enemy 
eleven times. 


Discharging trucks at Bassens Docks. 


Unloading Baldwin locomotives from steamer to rails in fifteen seconds. 
U. S. S. "Firmore," Brest. 
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Unloading United States cargo ships at Bassens Docks. Bordeaux, Aug. 28. 1918. 
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Unloading horses and mules at Bassens Docks. 


Supplies being transferred to lighters from U. S. S. "Zee- 
landia." Brest, Oct. 27. 1918. 
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United States cargo ships at Bassens Docks. Bordeaux. June 8. 1918. 
hannock” and “Montpelier.** 


Among the vessels are the “Floridian,** “Woonsocket.** **Rappa- 
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Chart of the Great $40,000,000 North Sea Mine>Barrage furnished by the United States Navy. The eastern end of the barrier abutted at the 3 mile limit of Norwegian waters between the latitude 
cf Bergen and the Island of Udsire and thence stretched acrou the North Sea for a distance ol 230 nautical miles to within 10 miles of the Orkney Islands, north of Pentland Firth. It was deemed 
that the latter strait, on account of its strong currents and rough seas, would not constitute a serious l^k in the barrier. The westoo passage was patrolled by^aurface vessels. The Norwegians, 
to maintain their neutrality, closed the eastern terminus by a mine field. The "explosive impediment" laid by American and British sailors extended to agde^ of-240 feet. The Americans set 
56.611 mines and the British 13,632. The project cost $40,000,000 and consumed' more than 21.000.000 pounds of T. N. T. 1 nset: Captain Reginald R. Bclknap^U^.^.J who directed the American 
part of the enterprise at its inception. 
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Trucking mine spheres from the bulk stores to the assembly shecls. 


The loading basin for Naval Base No. 18 on the Caledonian Canal at 
Inverness. Scotland. The picture shows how the lighters were loaded to 
transfer the mines to the mine layers. 
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Loading mines on railroad cars to haul to barges. Inverness, Scotland* 
September. 1918. 


Mines in storage shed at Inverness. Scotland. 
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U. S. Minelaying Force. Commander of Mine Squadron One, and commanding officers of ships. Front row. left to right: Capt. W. I; Cluverius (U. S. S. "Shawmut"), 

Capt. C. D. Steams (U. S. S. "Roanoke"). Capt^ R. R. Eielknap (Comdr. Mine Squadron). Capt. H. V. Butler (U. S. S. "San Francisco"). Capt. A. W. Marshall 
(U. S S. "Baltimore"). Back row. left to right: Ccmdr. B. L. Canaga (Aide to Comdr.. Mine Squadron I). Capt. T. L. Johnson (U. S. S. "Canonicus"). Capt. j. 

H. Tomb (U. S. S. "Aroostook"). Comdr. J. W. Greenslade (U. S. S. "Housatonic"). Comdr. S.Gannon(U.S.S/*Saranac"),Comdr. W. H. Reynolds (U. S. S. "Canan- J 

daigua"). Coir.dr. D. P. Mannix (U. S. S. *‘Quinnebaug"). IQltlZG i*. s. x.vy official 
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Assembling mines at Inverness, Scotland, September, 1918. 


Dumb lighter loaded with assembled mines at Inverness. 
Scotland. 
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M ine cases. 


Power plant, mine assembling ba se, Invergordon, Scotland, 
September, 1918. 
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Another view of the American mine laying squadron in the North Sea. The ships of the squadron were: the flagship "San Francisco." Capt. H. V. Butler; the " Aroos- 
took." Capt. J. H. Tomb; the "Baltimore." Capt. A. W. Marshall; the "Canandaigua." Commander W. H. Reynolds; the "Canonicus." Capt. T. L. Johnson; the 


"Housatonic, 

"Shawmut 


lie." Capt. J. W. GreensU 
." Capt. W. I. Cluverius. 


Greenslade; the "Quinnebaug." Capt. D. P. Manntx; the "Roanoke," Capt. C. 
Originally these ships had been American coastwise vessels. 


D. Steams; the "Saranac." Cnpt. Sinclair Gai 
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U. S. S. “San Francisco,“ flagship of Minelaying Squadron One at Inverness. The tug is bringing a lighter laden with mines alongside. 
The length of the “San Francisco** is 310 feet. Beam, 49 feet 2 inches. Mean draft, 18 feet 9 inches. Mean displacement, 4,093 tons. 
Trial speed, 19.52 knots. Guns: Four 5-inch, 51 caliber; two I-pounders. Inset—Rear Admiral Joseph Straus^who took command of 
the minelaying operations in March, 1918. 
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W RITING ci the tjrpe of mine used in the North Sea 
barrafe Rear Admiral Sims says: *'Its freat 
advantage was that it was not necessanr for the 
submarine to strike the mine in order to produce tM desired 
explosion. The mine could be located at any depth and ^m 
it a long 'antenna.' a thin copper cable, reaped up to within 
a few f^ of the surface, where it was supported in that 
position by a small metal buoy. Any metallic su^tanc^ 
such as the hull of a submarine, simply bv striking this 
antenna at any point, would produce any electric current, 
which, instantaneously transmitted to the mine, would ^um 
this mine to explode. The great advantage of this device is 


at once apparent. Only about one-fourth of the number of 
mines required under the old conditions (where the old 
contact mine was used) would now be necessary. The 
Mining Section estimated that 100,000 mines would form a 
barrier that would be extremely dangerous to submarines 
passing over it or through it, wheieas ui^er the old conditions 
about 400,000 would have been required. . . . 

"The spherical mine case, which contains the explosive 
charge, and the mechanism for igniting it, is only a part of the 
contrivance. While at rest on board me ship this case stands 
upon a box-like affair about two feet square known as the 
anchor; this anchor sinks to the bottom after launching 


and it contains an elaborate arrangement for maintaining 
the mine at any desired depth bennth the surface. The 
bottom of the 'anchor* has four wheels, on which it runs 
along the little railroad track on the launching deck to the 
jumping off place at the stem. 

All along these railroad tracks the mines were stationed one 
back of another: as one went overboard, they vrould all 
advance a peg, a mine coming up from below on an elevator to 
fill up the vacant space at the end of the procession. . . . 
It took a crew of hardworking, begrimed and sweaty men to 
keep these mines moving and going over the stem at the 
regularly appointed intervals."^ t. s. N«vy oifcw 
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Minelaying fleet proceeding to sea on minelaying expedition. Ships, left to right: U. S. S. **Can^icus,” U. S. S. '*Canandaigua,” U. S. 
S. “Aroostook,” U. S. S. “Saranac,” U. S. S. “Roanoke,” U. S. S. “Housatonic,” U. S. S. “Quinnebaug,” and U. S. S. “Baltimore.” Lower 
left—U. S. S. “Blackhawk” of the Mine Force, Inverness, September, 1918. Lower right—U. S. S. “Shawmut^^n the North Sea, Sep¬ 
tember, 1918. 
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Rear Admiral Rodman's forces of Division Nine took their regular turn in acting as a screen on thejnine laying excursions. The photograph, takm by Gmimander 
Haines, U. S. N., shows a mine layer sowing T. N. T. in the North Sea i ‘ ‘ 
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**Tke sem qualities which the subchaser displayed, and the development of listening devices which made it possible to detect all kinds of sounds under water at a con^ 
siderable distance, immediately laid before us the possibility of direct otfensive operations against the submarine. It became apparent that these listening devices could 
be used to the greatest advantage on thne little craft. The tactics which were soon developed for their use made it necessary that we should have a large number of 
vessels; nearly all the destroyers were then engaged in convoy duty and we could not entertain the idea of detailing many of them for this more or less ^perin^ntal 
work. Happily the subchasm started coming otf the ways just in time to fill the need; and the several allied navm began competing for thesrtie 
fashion.**—/lear AdmiralSiim in ^The Vidory al Sear UigitlZGO Oy 
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I—Subchaser 52 returning from patrol duty to Marine Basin, N. Y., October. 1918. 2—Subchasers and patrols in Marine Basin. 3— 
“Spud” peelers from subchasers at Marine Basin. Because of cramped quarters on board the Jackies used ^perform this beloved task 
on the dock alongside of which they were tied up. October. 1918. 4—Subchasers at Halifax. N. S. 
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______ _1 enemy_ _ . . ____ __ 

this tiny vessel, with the 'listening devices which made it so eAcient. represented one of the most saUsfactory direct answers to the submarine which had been developed 
Sfms In’TAs l^/rfory of Seo." i-n- ■ ■ 
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Instructors at the Naval Reserve Training School at Columbia University. New York. The engine in the foreground was 
in the subchasers. It was employed in the instruction of men d^tined for service with the subchasers. 

















“By June 30. 1918. two MiuMirons oi American chaaere. comprising tkirty>sui boats, had assembled at Plymouth.^ England, under the command oi Captain Lyman A. Gotten. U. S. N. The U. S. de¬ 
stroyer ’ Parker.* commandM by Commander Wilson Brown, had been assigned to this detachment as a suoporting ^ip. The area which now formM the new field of operations was one which was 
causing great anxiety at that time. It comprehended that section of the Channel which reached from Start Point to Lizard Head, and included such important shipping ports as Plymouth. Devcmport 
and F^mouth. This was the region in which the convovs. after having been escorted throup^h tlm submarine zone, were broken up. and from which the individual ships were obliged to find their way to 
their destinations with greatlv diiminished protection. It was one^ the most important sections in which the Germans, forced to abandon their submarine campaign on the high seas, were now actively 
concentrating their efforts. Until the arrival of the subchasers, irinkings had been taking place in these waters on a considerable scale. In company with a number of BrituJi hunting unite. 

Cotten's detachment krat steadily at work from June 30 until the middle of August, when it became necessary to send it elsewhere. The historical fact is that not a single merchant ship was sunk between 
Lizard Head and Start Point as long as these subchasers were assisting in the operations.'*—Acer AJmtrai Sim» in **Tht Vidory td See." Photograph shows view of U. ST-Naval Base No. 27 at Plymouth. 
Elngland. from the Cattewatcr. I 
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HARI-KARI UNDER SEA 

“A sharp piercing noise came ringing over the wires. It was 
a sound that made the listeners* blood run cold. Only one 
thing in the world could make a sound like that. It was the 
crack of a revolver. The first report had hardly stilled when 
another shot was heard; and then there were nK>re in rapid 
succession. In all twenty>five shots came from the bottom 
of the sea. As there were from twenty>five to thirty men in 
a submarine crew the meaning was all too evident. The 
larger part of officers and men. finding themselves shut in 
their coffin of steel, had resorted to that escape which was not 
uncomnrK>nly availed of by German subnrurine crevrs in this 
hideous war. Nearly all of them had committed suicide.** 
Admiral Sims thus describes the tragic end of a German sub¬ 
marine off Land*s Elnd. 

On Sept. 6. 1918. it had been located, or *'fued.'* by three 
units ^ submarine chasers under command of Elnsign Ashley 
D. Adams, (J. S. N. R. F. A unit consisted of three boats. 
Each vessel was equipped with listening tubes through which 
under-water sounds and their direction could be detected at 
a distance of twenty miles. Each was also supplied with a 
wireleu telephone. The ships of a unit traveled a mile or two 
apart, the flagship in the center. At intervals the units 
stopped, lowered, their tubes and listened. The listeners 
were highly skilled in detecting the Munds made by a sub¬ 
marine. When at least two of the boats reported sounds and 
their direction the information was communicated to the 
plotting room in the flagship. The point of convergence of 
the direction lines, called a ‘*fix.** was determined. Then a 
dash was made to the “fix.’* In most cases the sounds would 
be louder. New observations would be made and another 
"fix** computed. Maneuvering in this way the chasers would 
find their quarry, drop their depth charges, fire their “Y" 
howitzers and man their guns. Sometimes destroyers 
followed the chasers and aided in the destruction of the 
submarine. 

When Elnsign Ashley’s boats ran down the German sub¬ 
marine they had pursued similar tactics. They dropped 
depth charges lavishly. Then they listened. For some time 
there was no sound. Then the grating and' squeaking 
of machinery were heard intermittently. After a while a 
"wake** was seen. More depth charges were dropped. A 
black cylindrical object was hurled out of the sea. Followed 
a straining and lumbering sound. Then for a long time 
quiet. Suddenly came the noise of hammering. The sounds 
became fainter. 7*he chasers had exhausted their ammu¬ 
nition. Two chasers were sent to Penzance for more. 
Hours of stillneu ensued. Then the revolver shots. 



U. S Photo 

Submarine Chaser 49 bearing out to sea. 
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Active career of U-53 ended by submarine chasers and destroyers. This celebrated U-boat Capt. Hans Rote commanding, suddenly paid a visit to Newport R. 1.. in the Fall of 1916. On its 
way back to Germany it paus^ long enough off Nantucket to sink half a dozen British cargo ships. It sank the American destroyer Jacob Jones. *Thus Americans,** savs Rear-Admiral Sims, 
“had a peculiar reason hr wishing to see it driven from the seas.** About the middle of August 1918. the U-53 was located west « Brat, where, vrith two other undersea boats, it was preparing 
to attack American transports. Twelve sub-chasers and the destroyers, Parker and Wilkes, were sent after her. They spotted the boat on Sept. 2. An accurate **fiz'* finally was obtain^ and 
depth charges were generously applied. After the tumult had subskled the listening tubes were lowered but there was no sound. For several days afterward the radio operators could, hear 
Geiman supmarines calling across the waters to the U-53 but there was no answer. *‘Naturally.'* sa3rs Rear-Admiral Sims, “we believed that this long-sought enemy had be^ destroyed; about 
a week later, however, our radios caught a message off the extreme northern coast of Scotland, from the U-53 telling its friends in Germany that it was on its way home. That this vessel had 
been seriously damaged was evident, for it had made no attacks after its experience with the sub-chasers. It apparently had as manv lives as a cat. for it was able in its battered condition to 
creep back to Germany around the coast of Scotland, a voyage of more than a thousand miles. The subchasers at least had the satisfaction of having ended the active career of this boat. It 
was damaged two months before the Armistice was sidled, but it .never recovered sufficiently from its injuries to make another voyage. Yet 1 must do justice to Capt. Rose—he did not command 
the U-53 on this last voyage. It was the only trip during the whole course of the war when he had not commanded it!” ^ | 
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THE ISIJ^ND OF CORFU. In the Spring ol 1918. Adnurnl Sims sent Captain FUckard H. Leifk to Southern Itaiv to locate and construct a subchaser base in that neighborhood. It eras decided that 
the Bay ol C^vino. in the Island ol Corfu, would best meet the requirements. "The imme^ate connection which was thus established hetwaen New London and this ancient city ol claseical Greece, 
fairly illustrates how wiMy the Great War had extended the horixon ol the American people.** says Rear Admiral Sims. "There was a certain appropriateneas in the fact that tlm American college boys 
who commanded these little akipe—not much larger than the vessel in which UIjraees had sailed th^ same waters three thousand years before—akoukl have made tkair base on the same island which had 
served as a naval station for Athens in the Peloponnesian War. and which, several centuries afterward, had been used for the same purpcee by Augustus in the struggle with Antony. And probably the 
sight ol the Achilleion. the Kaiser's palace, which was not far from this new American base, was not without its influence in constantly reminding our young men ol ike^gieaning ol this nn 
tion ol Yankee-land with the ancient world." 
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I. Austro-Hungarian dirigible brought down while our submarine chasers were on the ^'Otranto Barrage." 2. Ensigns E. Howie and K. Richardson on the 
bridge of S. C. 79 , 3. Som membm of the crew of S. C. 79. L to R: E. Young, W. Johnson, A. H. S^reil, A. Howard, T. A. Graham and Ra^o Operator. 
4. S. C. 79 in ice at Montauk Point, L. I., before making her 6,000 mile voyage to Corfu. In foreground: Charles Gaffney, George Tickle, and 
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SUB-CHASERS CAUSE AUSTRIAN 
MUTINY 

The chasers were 110 feet long, 20 feet in beam 
and their displacement was 60 tons. TTiey were 
manned, for the most part, by college boys. We 
had 170 of them in foreign waters. They were 
based on Plymouth, Queenstown, Brest, Gibral¬ 
tar and the Island of Corfu. Under Captain 
C. P. Nelson they rendered {peculiarly effective 
service on the famous “Otranto barrage," the 
40 mile impediment at the base of the Adriatic. 
“These little boats, the Austrians (after their 
surrender) now informed us, were responsible for 
a mutiny in the Austrian submarine force, says 
Rear Admiral Sims. Two weeks after their 
arrival in July, 1918, it was impK>ssible to compel 
an Austrian crew to take a vessel through 
Otranto straits and from that time until the 
ending of the war not a single Austrian submarine 
ventured upon such a voyage. All the sub¬ 
marines that essayed the experiment after this 
Austrian mutiny were German. And the Ger¬ 
man crews, the Austrian officers said, did not 
enjoy the experience any more than their own. 
There was practically no case in which a sub¬ 
marine crossed the barrage without being bombed 
in consequence; the morale of the German crews 
steadily went to pieces until, in the last month 
of the war, their officers were obliged to force 
them into submarines at the point of a pistol. 
The records showed, the Austrian high officers 
said, that the Germans had lost six submarines 
on the Otranto barrage in the last three months of 
the war." 
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Headed for the hunting grounds. 
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Main entrance to Base No. 27. The building to the left was the main office. The structure in the center was used for the officers’ mess. 


board, rooms, living quarters, etc. The building on the right wu used as the Base Commander’s and Duty 
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PROTOTYPE OF THE MODERN SUBMARINE. '*Tlie man who designed the type of sub^rine which has become the standard in all modem navies. John P. Holland, similarly advocated it as the 
only means of destroying the British navy.** si^ Rear Admiral Sims. *'Holland was an American of Irish orinn. he was a member of the Fenian brotheib<M and it was his idea that his vessel could be 
us^ to destroy the British navy, blockade the British coast, and. as an inevitable consequent, secure freedom for Ireland. *rhis is the reason why his first successful boat was kno%m as the Fenian Ram. 
despite the fact that it was not a ‘ram* at all. And the point on which Holland alwa^^insisted was that the submarine vcmI was a unique ves^ in naval warfare, because there was no ‘answer* to it 
‘There is nothing that you cmn send against it.* he gleefully eaclairoed. *not even itself. *' *rhe picture shows the **Holland.** the first successful submarine built b;^ the inventor. It was amepted by the 
United Sutes Government in ia97. DigitlZGClby _ Inun.atioiml Film 
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Signalling from the deck of a submarine. 
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The ALIO, partially submerged, off the Irish coast. The "L" boats were American submarines. We had seven submarines based on Berehaven. Ireland, 

whose billets were located in the apiwoaches to the Irish Sea. 
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The A L 9 off the Irish Coast. “In the daytime Allied submarines remained under arater. tl^ periscopes exposed lor a short time every Bheen minutes or so, sweeping the sea for a distance of 
many miles. As soon as darkness set in. the boats usually emeried. bepn taking in new air and recharging their batteries, the crews sizing the opportunity to stretch their lep and catch 
a welcome glimpse of the external world. ‘We got used to your depth charges.' Mid the comnriander of a captured German submarine ‘and md not fear them but we lived in ^nstant dread of 
your submarines. We never knew what moment a torpedo vras going to hit us."' Rear Admiral Sims. 
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After the declaration of war, the Atlantic fleet rendezvoused in the York River, Virginia. The picture at the left shows the postpfhce 
at Yorktown. Early in January, 1918, the Atlantic fleet, at anchor in the York River, was frozen in. Despite the efforts of tugs to break 
up the ice, it froze again as soon as it was broken. This completely imprisoned the fleet, although in an emergency a lane could have been 
made by other means. The picture on the right was taken by Henry J. Lucas of the U. S. S. ‘‘Texas** from the deck of that Ship. 
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Panorama of the Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Night firing. 
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Division Nine of the Atlantic Fleet, Rear Admiral Hugh Rodman commanding, joins the British Grand Fleet. It was designated **The 
Sixth Battle Squadron.” The photograph was taken from a British man-o'-war and shows the American batU^hips steaming past the 
Grand Fleet amid cheers from the British sailors. / r> 
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A sky gun aboard the U. S. S. “Florida 
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"COMRADES OF THE MIST." Division Nine, known as the Sixth Battle Squadron of the Grand Fleet, was composed of some of our best battle ships. "The basis ot all our naval operations." 
says Rear Admiral Sims, "was the dreadnaughts and the battle-cruisers of the Grand Fleet. It was thu aggregation which made possible the operation'of all the surface ships that destroyed the 
effectiveneu of the submarines. Had the Grand Fleet suddenly disappeared beneath the waves, all these offensive craft would have been driven from the seas, the Allies' sea lines of communication 
would have been cut. and th^ war would have ended in Germany's favor. From the time the transportation of troops began the United States had a squadron of five dreadnaught battle^ips con¬ 
stantly with the Grand Fleet. The follovdng vessels performed this important duty: The 'New York.' the 'Wyoming.' the 'Florida.' the 'Delaware.' relieved by the 'Arkansas.' and the 'Texas.' 
These vessels gave this great force an unquestioned preponderance, and made it practically certain that Germany would not attempt another general sea battle. Un^ Rear-Admiral Hugh R<^an. 
the American squadron performed excellent service and made the most favorable impremon u|»n the chiefs of the Allied navies." The battleships of the squadron were atUcked six times by sub¬ 
marines. Oti one occasion. the Norwegian coast, four torpedoes were fired at the "Florida" and two at the "Delaware." and at another time three were fired at the "New York." Not one of 
the vessels was hit and the only damage done was to the "New York" which, while leading the division into Pentland Firth, was rammed by a submerged submarine. Two blades ^ her propeller 
were broken off but officers and crew were convinced that the blows from the propeller sank the U-boat. The photograph shows the Battle Squadron at anchor in the Rrth of Fo^. Sept. 20. 
1918. A scout balloon may be seen hovering over the fleet. 
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“Full steam ahead." View of the U. S. S. “Wyoming." Coaling Ship. 
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Division Nine until July 30, 1918, 





•‘Le Roi S’Amuic.*’ King George, with Admiral Sims, the Prince of Wales and Admiral 
Sir David Beatty visits Rear Admiral Rodman on the flagship. New York. There are 
various versions as to just what story Admiral Rodman told*the King. Anyway it 
seems to have elicited laughter from all hands. UoderwiMxl 4 Underwood 


The giant dreadnaught, U. S. S. **Ncw York/' in a gale in the North Sea. 
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Housekeeping on the Florida. 


Firing 12 inch guns on U. S. S. “Arkai^sa^'' The “Arkansas" has 12 
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A royal tribute to an honorable career. King George V visits the Sixth Battle Squadron. Just beyond the King is Rear Admiral Rodman, U. S. N. The 
second officer in the foreground is Admiral Sir (later Lord) David Beatty. R. N. To the left of Admiral Beatty are Commander C. H. Woodward and 
Captain C. H. Hughes. The British monarch is shaking hands with Chief Boatswain’s Mate Schirm. U. S. N. The stripes^n Schirm’s arm indicate 
that he is serving his seventh enlistment. 

Digitized by 


ripes^n Schirm’s am 

LiOOgl( 







88 



King George V pitched the first ball, 
on the left and Admiral Sims on the right. 


‘Arlie’* Latham is 


The bleachers. 
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Intel national Film 

A "Ki-Yi” party aboard the U. S. S. “Florida.” 
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Upper—A landing force aboard a battleship of Battle Squadron Six. 
powder aboard. 


Lower left—Working bridge on a battleship. Lower right—Bringing 

Intrrn.'iliMnal Kilm 
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The King and Queen of the Belgians visit the flagship **New York." 
tain C. F. Hughes is escorting the Queen. 


In the foreground is Rear Admiral Rodman with the King and Cap- 
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U. S. S. "Texas." Commanded by Captain Victor Blue. Length 565 feet. Beam 
95 feet V/i inches. Mean draft 28 feet 6 inches. Normal displacement 27,000 tons. 
Horse-power (main engine) Trial Speed 21.05 knots. Guns: 10 14-inch, 45 

caliber: 6 5-inch, 51 caliber: 2 3-inch, 50 caliber A. A. Torpedo tubes (submerged) 
4 21-inch. Photo from U. S. Navy. 


Li. S. S. "Wyoming.” commanded by Captain H. A. Wiley, afterward Captain H. H. 
Christy. Length 554 feet. Beam 93 feet. V/i inches. Mean draft 28 feet. 6 inches. 
Normal displacement 26,000 tons. Horse-power (main engine) 31.437. Trial speed 
21.22 knots. Guns: 12 12-inch, 50 caliber: 6 5-inch 51 caliber: 4 3-inch 50 caliber A. A. 
Torpedo tubes (submerged) 2 21-inch. Photo from U. S. Navy. 



U. S. S. "Morida. conunanded by Captain Thomas Washington, afterward Captain 
VI. M. Taylor. Length 510 feet. Beam 88 feet V/i inches. Draft 28 feet, 6 inches. 
Normal displacement 21.825 tens. Horse-pwwer (main engine) 40.511. Trial speed 
22.08 knots. Guns: 10 12-inch, 45 caliber: 6 5-inch.^ 51 caliber: 2 3-inch. 50 caliber 
A. A. Torpedo tubes (submerged) 2 21-inch. Photo from U. S. Navy. Fill 
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U. S. S. "Arkansas.” Commanded by Captain W. H. G. Bullard, afterward Captain 
L R. de Stiguer. The "Arkansas" relieved the "Delaware” July 30. 1918. Length 
554 feet. Beam 93 feet V/i inches. Mean draft 28^et 6 inches. Normal displace¬ 
ment 26.000 tons. Horse-power (main engine]|^^^'" ~ ■ 

(juns: 12 i 2-inch. 50 calibere-b-^inefL JbcaJiberT 

tubes (submerged) 2 21 -inchM Uy 
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The Sixth Battle Squadron in column. Leading is the U. S. S. “New York/' which was commanded by Giptain C. F. Hughes, afterward Giptain E. L. Beach. 
Length 565 feet. Beam 95 feet. lYi inches. Mean draft 28 feet. 6 inches. Normal displacement 27,000 tons. Horse-power (main engine) W.687. Trial 
speed 21.47 knots. Guns: 10 14-inch, 45 caliber; 6 5-inch. 51 caliber; 2 3-inch, 50 caliber A. A. Torpedo tubes (submerKd)^4 2Jrinch.^ 
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Five-inch guns below deck on a man-o*-war. 




'Soldiers of the Sea” aboard the U. S. S. “Oklahoma.” 



Signal division. U. S. S. “Utah.” Bantry Bay. Ireland. “Buck” Taylor. 
Chief Quartermaster. American sailors with the British were* required to 
learn the latter*g.jignal code. They did it in four days. n. s. Vmwj Photo 


A 21-inch torpedo. 
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Interior view of a hospital ship. 
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U. S. S. “Utah, ' commanded by Captain F. B. Bassett. Length 510 feet. 
21,825 tons. Horse-power (main engine) 27,026. Trial speed 21.04 knots, 
pedo tubes (submerged) 2 21-inch. 


Beam 88 feet, lYi inches. Mean draft 28 feet, 6 inches. Normal displacement 
Guns: 10 12-inch 45 caliber; 6 5-inch 51 caliber; 2 3-inch 50 caliber A. A. Tor- 


U. S. S. “Oklahoma," commanded by Captain M. L. Bristol, afterward Captain C. B. MeVay. Length 573 feet. Beam 95 feet, inches. Mean draft 
28 feet 6 inches. Normal displacement 27,500 tons. Horse-power (main engine) 21,703. Trial speed 20.58 knots. Guns: 10 14-inch 45 caliber; 12 5-inch 
51 caliber; 2 3-inch 50 caliber A. A. Torpedo tubes (submerged) 2 21-inch. , 
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BALKING THE RAIDERS 

**By June and July 1918, our troops were crossing 
the Atlantic in enormous numbers, about 300,- 
000 a month, and were accomplishing most 
decisive results upon the battlefield," says Ad¬ 
miral Sims. “A successful attack upon a convoy, 
involving the sinking of one or more transports, 
would have had no important effect upon the war 


but it would probably have improved German 
morale and possibly have injured that of the 
Americans. There was practically only one way 
in which such an attack couM be made; one or 
more German battle cruisers might slip out to 
sea and assail one of our troop convoys. In order 
to prepare for such a possibility, the department 
sent thret of our most powerful dreadnaughts to 
Berehaven, Ireland, the whole division being 
under command of Rear Admiral Thomas S. 
Rodgers. This part is located in Bantry Bay on 


the extreme southwestern -coast. For several 
months our dreadnaughts waited here, momen¬ 
tarily awaiting the news that a German raider 
had escaped, ready to start to sea and give battle. 
But the expected did not happen. The fact that 
this powerful squadron was ready for the emer¬ 
gency is perhaps the reason why the Germans 
never attempted the adventure." The dread¬ 
naughts under command of Rear Admiral Rodgers 
were the Nevada, the Oklahoma and the Utah. 
The photograph shpws the^e!i(ada. 
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LeH^ —Rear Admiral Albert P. NibUck, wbo commanded the American forces at Gibraltar from November 23. 1917. until the end of the war. Under him were forty* 
doe ships and a which ave rag ed 314 ofioer s and 4,660 men. In so m e th ing more than a year, in oo-operaboa widMae British, the AmericaM at Gib^tar 

escor te d 362 «n — » tBitJef 10.478 ehins. Right—** The Rock.** Within it are ga He iM whose p orth et e s are visible. ** The Rock.** dnrii^ the war. and 

previously, was infested with apes, more or less privileged. Does Admiral Niblack r e m e mb er the tiese when some of the simians bnigUriaed his quarters. in¬ 

delible sed ink over his papers and then proceeded to dance on the ^whites** that had been laid out on the bed? DigitlZGCl by ” 
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Ten miles out of Gibraltar. 








Manning a 5-inch gun on the U. S. S. ‘ Nahma. 


U. S. S. ** Birmingham,*' flagship of Rear Admiral Niblack. 


The inclosed harbor^of^^ibraltar. 

Digitized by. 


>r of^ibraltar. j 

Google 







































100 


U. S. Naval Hospital at Gibraltar. 


Funeral during the influenza epidemic at Gibraltar. 
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The U. S. S. **Lydonie/* The **l.ydoiiie*' before the war was a yacht owned by the late Williw A. Lyd^, president of the Great I^kes Drec^ and Dock Company of 
Chicago. She was converted and sent to the Mediterranean. In cooperation with H. M. S. ** Basilisk.** she destroyed a U-boat which, on Feb. 27. 1918. had attacked 
a convoy. Her comnianding officer. Lieutenant Commander R. P. McCullough. U. S. N.. was recommended by the British Admiralty for a decoration. 2—^Two gold 
service chevrons proudly displayed on the funnel of U. S. S. **Sacramento*' which, during the war. convoyed 4S7 merchant vesscit in the Mediterranean and lost but one. 
due to the fact that the ship's engines broke dovm causing her to lose the convoy. 3—Bandsmen of U. S. Naval Base No. 9 answer tlm quertion. *'Do musidans ever 
work>" 4—American Jaclues at Tangier. DlQltlZGO Oy Vj _ C 









































Guns of the U. S. S. '* Pennsylvania,” flagship of the Atlantic Fleet. Admiral Henry T. Mayo, Commander in Chief. The armament of the 
“Pennsylvania” consists of 12 14-inch, 45 caliber; 14 5-inch, 51 caliber; and 4 3-inch, 50 caliber guns and 2 2l4ncTi torpedo 
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**SEND FOR THE YALE GANG!" 

** f N describing our Mib-cbeeers I have already paid tribute to the eplendid qualities ol 
^ reserve officers; and our indehtedafes to this type of citizen was equaUy great in the 
aviation service. 1 can pay no finer tribute to American youth than to say that the 
great aircraft force which vras ultimately assembled in Europe had its beginnings in a 
small group of undergraduates at Yale University., In recommending Mr. Trubee 
Davison for a Distingttisked Seivioe Medal, the ooiBinander of our aviation forces wrote; 
'This officer %ras responsible for the organization for the first Yale aviation unit of 
twenty-nine aviators who were later enrolled in the Naval Reserve Flying Corps. This 
group of aviators formed the nucleus of the first Naval Reserve Flying Corps, and. in 
fact, may be considered as the nucleus from vdiich the United States Aviation Forces. 
Foreign Service*, later grew.* This group ol college boys acted entirely on their own 
initiative. While the United States %ras still at peace, encouraged only by their own 
parents and a few friends, they took up the study of aviation. It was their conviction 
that the United States vrould certainly get into the war. and they sei d k t ed this branch 
as the one in which they could render greatest service to their country. These young 
men worked all through the summer of 1916 at Port Washington, Long Island, learning 
how to fly; at this time they were an entirely unofficial Irndy, paying their own ezpenses. 
Ultimately the unit comprised about twenty men; they kept constantly at work, even 
after college opened up in the fall of 1916. and when war broke out they were prepared 
—for they had actually learned to fly. When the submarine scares disturbed the 
Atlantic .seaboard in the early months of the war these Yale undergraduates were sent 
by the department scouting over Long Island Sound and other places kxrking for the 
imaginary Germans. In February. 1917. Secretary Daniels recognized their work by 
making Davison a member ol the Committee on Aeronautics; in March practically every 
member of the unit was enrolled in the aviation service; and their names appear among 
the first one hundred aviators enrolled in the Navy—a list that ultimately included 
several thousand. So proficient had these undergraduates beconre that they were used 
as a nucleus to train our aircraft forces; they were impressed as instructors at Buffalo. 
Ba 3 fBhore. Hampton Roads, the Massachusetts fnstitute of Technology. Key West and* 
Moorhead City. They began to go abroad in the summer of 1917. and they w e r e em¬ 
ployed as instructors in schools in France and England. These young men not only 
rendered great naaterial service, but they manifested an enthusiasm, an earnestness, 
and a tireless vigilance which exerted a wonderful influence in strengthening the morale 
of the whole aviation department. * 1 knew that whenever %ve had a member of that 
Yale Unit,* sa 3 rs Lieutenant-Commander Edwards, who was aide for aviation at the 
London headquarters in the latter part of the war. 'everythmg was all right. When¬ 
ever the French and English asked us to serxl a couple of our crack men to reinforce a 
squadron. 1 vrould say. "Let's get some of the Yale gang.*' We never made a mistake 
when we did this.*" Rear Admiral Sims in ** The Viridry al Sea." 


Members of the Yale aviation unit hoisting motor into seaplane at Huntington Beach. L. I. 
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General view of the Yale unit a aviation station at Huntington Beach, L. I. 
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HS-I-L final assembly floor at the North Elmwood Plant of the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Corporation, Buffalo, 
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U. S. Navy dirigible leaving Pensacola Field (or practice flight. 


Dec. I, 1917. 
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V. S. X.rr Photo 


A free balloon on a practice flight. 


Lewis guns on H-16 R 
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Novice undergoing all the various reactions experienced while sailing, dipping, zooming and looping the loop, 
in all directions in a specially designed chair frame. United States Naval Air Station. Pensacola. Fla. 
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Naval airman, equipped with parachute, dropping to earth from an observation balloon high in the air. Pensacola, Fla 
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Navy observation balloon at Pensacola. Fla. In the middle ground of the picture is Ford Ea^ boat No. 43. In the last days of 1917 Henry Ford of [>etroit agreed 
to undertake the construction of anti-submarine patrol boats and to place the vdiole ener^ of his enormous force and organization behind the work. The first Eagle 
was completed and given a suiccessful trial on Laike Huron. Oct. 10. 1918. The second ugle was placed in commission Nov. 8, 1918. and the third a few da 3 rs later. 

boats were made for the Navy, of which five were transferred to the Treasury Department for Coast Guard duty. The kngth of these boats between perp»- 
diculars is 200 feet. The width of beam on load water line is 25 feet 6 inches. The mean draft is 7 feet 3 inches and normal displaceinent^ir*$00 tons. Thergype of engine 
is the Poole geared turbine. There are 2 Bureai* express oil burning boilers. The trial speed of Eagle No. 1 was 18.32 knots. The mess compIeiteiffU 5>irard room 
ofheers. 4 chief petty officers and 52 men. DlQltlZGCl 'Y 
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HS-16 planes in practice flight near Pensacola. Florida. 
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U. S. Navy dirigibles. Every soldier who sailed to France will recall the thrill he got when, on approaching the coast, one or more of 
these fast flying “blimps** sailed out and escorted his transport to harbor. The “blimps** searched the coastal waters for U-boats lurking 
beneath the surface. u.s*. ph-h.. 



Land type plane, used for ''spotting." 6n turret of U. S. S. Texas. 


U. J*. ?f»Ty PtMto 


Sopwith "spotting" plane being hoisted to deck of U. S. S. Okla¬ 
homa. 
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U. S. Navy Ph^»to 













Instruction in plane erection at U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Pensacola. 


HS-I-L flying boat on practice flight at Pensacola, Florida. 



Mathematics room, U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. 


U. S. Navy Photo 


Training in wing constl’uction, U. S. Naval Air Station, 
Pensacola, Florida. 
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U. S. XftVf Photo 


Fabric shop, U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. Aviation mechanics receiving instruction in tipping and 

balancing projsellers. U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla 



U. S. Kmry Photo 


Plane erection, U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. Motor instruction, U. S. Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Fla. 
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"At the ces»ation ol hottilitic* we Kad a total of more than 500 planes of various descriptions actually in commission, a large number of which were in actual operation over the North Sea. the Irish Sea. the Bay of Biscay and the Adriatic; 
our bombing fdanes were moking frequent flights over enemy submarme bases and 2.500 oAcers and 22.000 enlisted men were making raids, doing patrols, bombing submarines, bombing ettemy bases, taking photograpltt. making re- 
connaissartcc over enemy waters and engaging enemy aircraft. There can be no doubt that this great force was a factor in persuading the enemy to acknowledge defeat when he did.** Rear Admiral Sinu. I. Assembling HS I and 
HS 2 seaplanes at the naval air station. Brest. Nov. 2. 1918. 2. Pulling an HS I type of seaplane up the ramp after being out on a four hour patrol. U. S. Naval Air Station. L'Abei Vrach. Finistere. Oct. 28. 1918. 



‘A few asmple coanperieoae will illustrate the giMiitic tssk which coafronted os sjmI the dificulties which were successfully overcome ia the esteblishmeBt of our naeal aTuitian force onforetfu service. If 
all the buildings constructed and used for barraclu for olBcets and men were joined end to end. they would stretch for a distance of twelve miles. TTie totel cubic contents of all structures erected arsd used 
could be represented by a boa 245 feet wide. 300 feet long and 1500 feet high " Rear Admiral Sims. I—View of hangars and aaaplanes at U. S. Naval AuStation. L'Aber Vradi. Oct. 28. 1918. 2— 

View of lie Vierge. with lighthouse, which was the landmark for U. S. nav^ air station at L'Aber Vrach. Oct. 28. 1918. 1 
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A group of men of the Naval Aeronautical Exp>edition which was landed in France during the first week of June, 1917. This expedition 
was the first United States regular force of any kind to be landed in France for service against the enemy. u. s. n.t, ••hoto 


Captain David C. Hanrahan. U. S. N., and officers of the 
Northern Bombing Squadron. 


Lt. Com. William M. Corry, Jr., Commanding Officer, U. S. 
Naval Air Station, Brest, and other officers,'September 30. 1918. 
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One of the many methods of fighting U-boats — dropping 
depth bombs from navy plane. 


Navy hydroplane equip|>ed with Davis non-recoil gun. In 
this gun the recoil force of the forward barrel is counterbalanced 
by that of a rear barrel from which a dummy charge is fired simul¬ 
taneously with the projectile. 



Effect of explosion of depth charge dropped into the sea from 
a plane. 


A submarine skimming along the surface. aa| seen from a 
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LT. DAVID SINTON INGALLS. ACE OF ACES 


T he long flights along the British, 
Fiencli and Italian coasts, the patrols 
far out to sea, the combats with enemy 
aircraft and submarines form one of the 
most brilliant chapters of the war. A 
volume would be requirod to relate them 
aU. 1 tell here only the story of the first 
naval ace. who may re p re s e n t the couraM, 
daring and efficiency ^ our aviators yino 
wrote a new page in naval history. 

The first naval "aoe.*' Lieut. David S. 
Ingalls, was attached to the northern bomb¬ 
ing group in Flanders. While aircraft were 
arriving from the United States to equip 
this group, Ingalls was assigned to Royal 
Air Force Squadron No. 213, with whom 
we co-operat^ in bombing the German sub¬ 
marine bases. 

Ingalls began his spectacular perform¬ 
ances on the 11th of August, 1918, when 


in company with a British officer he shot 
down a tw o s ea ter machine in a running 
fight over the German lines. Zipping 
through the upper air at 120 miles an hour, 
by the skillful maneuvering of their planes 
the allied fliers were able to get in several 
bursts from their Lewis gun on the tail of 
the Germans, whose machine crumpled up, 
burst into flame and fell to earth. Ingalls' 
machine did not escape without its share of 
punctures, but luckily nothing was damaged 
which interfered with the functioning of 
the motors and the wings held until the re¬ 
turn to the squadron airdrome. 

SWOOPED DOWN ON AIRDROME 

On the night of Aug. 13, 1918, Ingalls 
flew over the German airdrome at Var- 
senaere, and dropping to a point where his 
plane nearly touched the ground, sprayed 


450 rounds from his machine gun into the 
wonderi^ Teutons, vfho were making des¬ 
perate erorts to get him with their "arch¬ 
ies." Swinging in a wide circle, he again 
swooped down on the hangars and let loose 
four bombs in the midst ^ things, putting 
out searchlights, scattering Germans and 
mussing things up generally. 

On Sept. 15 he repeated at the German 
airdrome at Uytkerke the stunt he worked 
at Varsenaere. Flying low, he rushed out 
of the clouds upon the German hangars and 
fired 400 rounds from his "Lewis" into the 
light canvas structures, and vrith the up¬ 
ward swing of his plane he cut free tour 
bombs upon the Fokkers grouped on the 
field below. 

BROUGHT DOWN RUMPLER AT 
OSTEND 

On ^>e raid ingaBs was the ieader a 
formation of five in a wing of tvrenty 
Camels, and on the return from Uytkerk^ 
he sighted an enemy two-seated Rumpler 
going west from Ostend at an altitude of 
6,000 feet. Ing^dls and Lieut. H. C. Smith 
of the British air force turned out of forma¬ 
tion, swung in over the shore and attacked. 
The Rumpler turned and dived tovrard 
Ostend, the Camels foUovring. Firing 400 
rounds from ranges of fifty to 200 yards 
they chased the enemy plane down to about 
500 feet just off the C^tend piers, when the 
Rumpler went down out of control, burst 
into flames, and crashed just off the beach. 

On the 18th of September Ingalls made 
one of the most spectacular flights on record. 
In company with two Fjiglish pilots in 
Sopwith'Camels, he sighted a kite balloon 
at about 3,500 feet election near La Bar- 
riere. CrooMng the coast line the Camels 
attacked, firing about ninety Buckingham 
tracers each. 

GERMAN STATION BURNED 

The Germans began to reel in the kite, 
the Camels' following it down to about 500 


feet altitude, when two observers were seen 
to jump with white parachutes. Ingi^ 
gave the balloon another spraying with 
tracer bullets and it burst into flames. 

Three bafloon hangars were observed at 
this station, and as the flaming balloon fell 
it landea on one of these hangars, which in 
an instant vras ablaze. There wm» an ex¬ 
plosion and the fire spread to the two re¬ 
maining hangars, destroying the entire sta¬ 
tion. while the flames %vere visible as far as 
Nieuport. All the Camels were badly dam¬ 
aged by machine gun and imti-aircraft fire, 
but they reached their base in safety. 

On Sept. 22, Ingalls, who, in company 
with four other Camels, flew aU over Flan¬ 
ders, ft f p fwriat-i<w qq 

hangars and ammunition trains, dropped 
four bombs on the German ammunitions 
dump at Handezeame, and blew up a num¬ 
ber of vragons loaded with diciis. l^ter he 
flew over the ammunition dump at Wercken 
and landed four bombs on a huge hut filled 
with explosives setting it on fire. Swinging 
around over the railway station at Thour- 
out, where the Germans had an enormous 
supply dump, he made two accurate hits. 
On the way back, being the fourth trip for 
the day, Ingalls droppra four more b^bs 
on a horse transport, and he and his com¬ 
panions got in enough good bursts from 
their machine guns to account for some 
twenty-five Germans and thirty-five horses. 
It was work of this kind that won for Ingalls 
his British distinguished flying cross. 

During a test flight on Sept. 24. Ingalls, 
in company with another Camel, sighted a 
two seated Rumpler over Nieuport. Both 
Camels attacked, following the Rumpler 
very close, Ingalls and his mate getting in 
two bursts of 200 rounds at 100 yards range. 
Driving the enemy to a tailspin, Ingalls 
followed him down to 600 feet, when the 
Rumpler burst into flames and quickly 
crashiKl. JtmephuM DanitU former Secretary 
of the Naey, 
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Upper left: “Peerless Pilot," a feathered hero of the war. 
year of the war he delivered 1% messages from the sea. 
servers. 


The bird was used at the U. S. Naval Air Station at Pauillac. 
Lower left: Liberating a pigeon. Right: A kite balloon at sea 
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U. S. Naval Air Station at Brest. France. The Naval Air Station at Brest was located in the western extremity of the French Navy Yard at that port. “Brest Roads 
were patrolled by planes from this station and the sectors north and south were linked up with the Brest patrol system in a manner to protect the tremendous amount 
of shipping, going in and out of the harbor. There was also maintained at Brest a kite balloon station in connection with destroyer patrols off the adjacmt coast. 
main headquarters at Brest was the Aviation Section of Admired Wilson’s naval headquarters and was commanded by Capt. T. T. Craven. U. S. N., Aide for Aviation 


U. S. Naval Air Statkm at Arcachon. “About half way between the mouth of the Gironde River and the Spanish border on the Bassin d* Arcachon were located the 
sea-plane station of Armchon aiul the lighter than air station at Goyan. Thw stations covered the area from the Gironde to the Spanish city of San Sebastian 
on the Gulf of Gascony. In this area German submarines were believed to be supplied by Spanish v e ss el s and even to have been i^ven shelter-in Spanish ports. Amer¬ 
ican patrols swept this area and materially reduced U-boat activities in these waters.*' Lt, CUfforJ A. Tinker, U. S, N. R. \ j ^ 1/ s Karr nwio 
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At PauOlAC. half way up the Gironde to Boideauz. was located the great aMembly and repair 
the other units with seaplanes, airplaim. motors, and gencnJ supplies. In addition. PauiDac 
held in the great barracks at the station and shipped out in detachments as the air stations ^ 
sailed for America to aid the colonists in their struggle against Great Britain 


for aviation in Europe, supplying not only the French Unit, but all 
a receiving ship for aviation and general Navv pe r so nn d wim were 
Pauillac eras the port from 


were put mto 
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Upper: U. S. Naval Air Station at Fromentine. Fromentinc waa south ol the mouth of the Loire. It was an important naval air station, covering, as it did, that 
section of the patrol area off St. Nazaire between lie d 'Yeu and the mainland. Thou^ds of miles of flight were covered by seaplanes from this station, which did much 

I •• 11^ Tudy. On the southern end of Finistere near the point of Pen- 


to discourage the U-boat activities in the congested waters in the vicinity of St. Nazaire.” Lower: 


march was located the naval air station at lie Tudy. ^ _____ 

any other station we m^ntained abroad. The pr^ch official figures place lie Tudy as having sunk four enemy submarines, one of which 
r'ctc. U . A. Tin/acr, U. S. N. R . F, i-n . • 


Thi^srotc^r was a favorite lurking place of submarines and He Tudy is credited with more sinking; 

lubmarines, one of which waj 
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MOUTCHIC. ** At Moutchic. on the north shore of Lake Lacanau. was located the naval aviation training school where instruction was carried on in aerial gunnery, 
navigation, aerial photpgraphy. ordnance, bomb dropping and intell^nce work. Pilots trained in the United States were sent her^oc^hnishing a course in the art of 
aerial warfare as developed in Europe under actual war conditions.** Lt. ClifforJ A. Tirdfpr^ U. S. N. R i s. n.vt rkato 
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Upper: Ponta Ddgada harbor, U. S. Naval Base No. 13, Azores. Lower: First Marine Aeronautic Company, U. S. Naval Base, Azores. 
On Nov. II, 1918, the Marines at this base operated eighteen R-6 and N-9 seaplanes and HS-2-L and H^l-L flying boats. u.s. ni^ 
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Rear Admiral W. L. Rodgers and 
staff officers of the U. S. S. 
Brooklyn, flagship of the Asiatic 
Fleet. Left to right: Lieut. 
G)mmander T. J. Bright, pay¬ 
master; Commander J. E. Gill, 
surgeon; Capt. Adelbert Althouse. 
chief of staff; Rear Admiral W. L. 
Rodgers; Lieut. Col. E. T. Fryer, 
Marine Corps; Lieut. Commander 
Carl F. Smith, flag lieutenant; 
Lieut. (Junior Grade) F. V. 
Martinek. communication; Lieut. 
H. C. Davis, fleet radio officer. 
Vladivostok. Siberia, Jan. 4, 
1919. 
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U. S. A. T. Warren arrives in Vladivostok after a stormy voyage 
Jan. 23. 1919. 


U. S. S. Brooklyn, flagship of the Asiatic fleet going into position near 
H. M. S. Sufloil^ Viadivost^ Harbor 
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SILENCING THE BIG BERTHA. Five navd I44iidi nra on raiKvijr mounU cowtructed die Baldwin Lo c omo ti v e Works irere landed in St. Naiaire in July. 1918. They were un¬ 
der the cawn a n d ol Rear-Admiral C. P. Plunkett. U. S. N. llieir main mi ss i o n , says Admiral Sim^ was to destroy the “Big Bertha" which was raininf shells on Paris and to att^ strong 
points, especially railroad communications, and the bridges across the Rhine. Admiral Sims adds: "Eipcrtly as this unusual train had been camouflaged, the German airpbne observers had 
dete ct ed its approach. As it neared the obieedve. the shells that had been falling on Paris, ceased; before the Americans could get to work the Germans had r emoved their mighty wcapoiu 
leaving nothiim but an emplacement as a target for our shells. Though our men were th e refore deprived of the privilege of deploying this famous long finfc ride, it is apparent that their 
arrival saved Paris from further bombardment, for nothing was heard of the gun for the rest of the war." Up to the Armistice the guns fired 782 shells at distanres ranging nm 18 to 23 miles. 
They played havoc in the railroad yards at Laon, Monti^y and Conflans. Inset: Rear A<hniral C. P. Plunkett. U. S. N. 
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-Swin^i^ • 14-iiwh. SO^calibcr jifk fm Unitet^SutM Naval Railway Batte^ into poaition to b^placed oa girder and^uken t o th e ahop^St. Nazaire. France. 


4 — United Statea Naval Railway Battery leaving yards for the froitt. St. Nazaire. France. August I, l9tB. 
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I Officers of United States Naval Railway Battery Number I at St. Nazaire, France. August I. 1918. More than 20.000 officers and men of the United States Navy 
volunteered for this service. 2 Lt. Com. J. W. Bunkley. U. S. N., Second in Command. U. S. Naval Railway Battery. Number 1. 3 Men at work in the interior 
of the Ammunition car. U. S. Naval Railway Battery. Number I. 4 — interior of the tool and repair car. U. S. Naval Railway Battery* Number 1. 
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Extraordinary heroism waa shown by ^nner's mate (1st cl.) Osmond K. Ingram when the U. S. destroyer "Cassin.** Lt. Com. W. N. Vernou. was torpedoed Oct. 15. 1917. while on patrol duty otf the 
south coast ol Ireland. Realising that the oncoming torpedo was about to strike that part of the ship where the depth charges were stor^ and that the setting off of these explosives might sink the ship, 
Ingram ran aft to strip the charges and throw them overboard. He was blown to pieces when the torpedo struck. Thus Ingram sacrificed his life in performing a duty which, he believed, would save 
his ship and the lives of the officers and men on board. Ingram was the only man lost. About 35 feet of the stern was blown off or completely ruptured. About half an hour after the destroyer waa 
hit a submarine apmar^ 1.500 yards distant. The “Cassin ' opened fire with No. 2 gun. firing four rounds. The undersea boat submerged, two shots having come close. H. M. S. "Tamarisk' towed 
the destroyer into Queenstown on the morning of the 16th. T%ifenty-two enlisted men of the destroyer's personnel were mentioned by name as conspicuous for^ 
war the S^retary of the Navy named a destroyer in Ingram's honor. Inset: Gunner's mate Osmond K. Ingram. 
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Officers of U. S. S. ’’Cassin.'* L. to R.: Lt. R. M. Parkinson. Lt. J. W. McClaren. Lt. L. R. Agrell. Lt. Com. W. N. Vernou. Lc. J. A. Saunders and Dr. D. D. Queen. Under date of Feb. 4. 1916. 
ike Secretary of the Navy commended the conduct of Lt. Com. Vernou and the other oAcers and men of the "Cassin** on the occasion of the action between that vessel and a German submarine ^t. 
15. 1917. ''The msnncr in which the Cassin* kept under way with her steering gear disabled and practically at the mercy of the submarine and then cmned fire upm the sub. when she appeared on 
the surface an hour later, was well worthy of the best traditions of the naval service." wrote the Secretary. In his official report the commanding officer of the "Cassin" especially commeiKled the wof4c 
of Lt. J. W. McClaren and Lt. J. A. Saunders who inspected magazines and spaces below decks and superintended shoring ^ bulkheads and restaying of masts. Lt. R. M. Parkinson did enoelleat work 
in getting an improvised radio set into commission. W. J. Murfdiy. chief electrician and F. R. Fisher, chief machinist's mate were commeiMled for c^ and efficient work. intrrnati«Misl Kilm 
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Sixty-seven lives were lost when the U. S. A. T. Antilles was torpedoed on Oct. 17. 1917. two days out from Quiberon Bay. France. The vessel sank in four and one-half minutes. ‘’The behavior 
of the naval personnel throughout was equal to the best traditions of the service.” reported Commander Daniel T. Ghent. U. S. N.. senior naval officer on board. ’’The two forward guns’ crews, 
in charge of Lt. Tisdale, remained at their gun stations while the ship went down and made no move to leave their stations until ordered to save themselves. Radio EJectrician Au^me went 
down with the ship while at his station in the radio room. Radio EJectrician Watson, who had reported on the bridge for instructions, remained %idth me and^wa^ lost when the ship sank. . . . One 
member of the ^ns* crews was rescued from the top of an ammunition box which by some means had floated clear and in an upright position. When th^younr^nur^saw the Corsair standing 
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down to pick him up he semaphored not to come too close as the box on which he was sitting contained live ammunition.” 





The U. S. Anny Ch«rtcred Transport Finland, on her third return voyage to the United Sutcs. was torpedoed 130 miles off the coast of France. Oct. 28, 1917. Ei^t men lost their lives. The 
damage to the ship was confined to one compartment and. under her own steam, she made her wav back to France at 15 knots. Capt. Stephen V. Graham. U. S. N., the senior naval officer on 
board, writes: “Cadet Officer David McLaren was the youngest officer on board—just 18 years old. After I had ordered the lowering of the boats this lad. who was in charge of one of them 
and who would have b^ entirely justified in leaving the ship which he believed to be sinking, returned to the bridge and reported to me that his boat was lowered and clear of the ship and asked 
if he could be of any service. He remained on the bridge rendering valuable assistance and displaying nerve and resourcefulness worthy of the best traditions of the sea. One naval lad was 
down in the living compartment cleaning up when the ship was struck. Some one in one of the b^ts hanging at the daviu seeing him hurrying along the promenade deck asked him which boat he 
belcnged to: He replied. 'Boat No. 4.’ He replied. ‘This is No. 4; jump in. And the youngster answered, *Oh. no. I have to go to my gun.' And he did." 
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A chance shot from the lj-53 (Capt. Hans Rose) at a distance of two miles torpedoed the des^yer, Jacob Jones, Lt. Gun. David W. Bagley commanding. The action took place Dec. 6. 1917. 
while the ship was returning to Queenstown from escort duty off Brest. The boat sank in eight minutes. Out of a total of 7 officers and 103 men on board at the time of the torpedoing, 2 officers 
ind 64 men died in the performance of duty. Lieut. 0- L. F. Kalk was among those who went down with the ship. Durii^ the earlv part of the evening, while already in a weakened con¬ 
dition. he swam from one raft to another in an eflfort to equalize weight on the rafts. The men who were on the last r^t %irith him said. *‘He was game to the end.'* During the night Boatswain’s 
Mate C. Charlesworth (1st col.) removed parts of his own clothing to try to keep alive men more thinly clad than himself. "The behavior of officers and men under the exceptionally hard condi¬ 
tions was worthy of the h^est praise." was the report of Lt. G>m. Bagley. Rear-Admiral Sims writes: "The survivors of the Jacob Jones naturally had no means of communication since the 
wireless had gone down with their ship; and now Rose, at considerable risk to himself, sent out an S. 0. S. call, giving the latitude and bngitude, and informing (Queenstown that the men were float¬ 
ing around in open boats and rafts." Inset: Lt. Com. D. W. Bagley. PI ^ . ... ni... 
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A MYSTERY OF THE SEA -There has been no more baffling myste^ in the annals of the Navy than the disappearance in March. 1918, of the U. S. S. Cyclops, navy collier, of 19,039 tons dis¬ 
placement. %irith all on board. Loaded with a cargo of manganese, with 57 passengers, 20 officers, and a crew of 213 aboard, the collier was due in port on March 13. On .March 4 the Cyclops 
reported at Barbados. British West Indies, where she put in for bunker coal. After her departure from that port there was never a trace of the vessel, and long-continued and vigilant search of the 
entire region proved utterly futile, not a vestige of wreckage having been discovered. No reasonable explaiwtion of the strange disappearance can be given. It is known that one of her two engines 
was damaged and that she was proceeding at reduced speed, but even if the other engine had become disabled it would have not had any effect on her ability to communicate by radio. Many 
theories have been advanced, but none that seenu to account satisfactorily for the ship's complete vanishment. After months of search and waiting the Cyclops was finall)^ven up as lost and her 
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name stricken from the registry. 
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A t*lvo of three torpedoes f.red at 800 yards sank the U. S. A. T. “President Lincoln" May 31. 1918. while ake was returning to America from a voyage to France. Of 715 persons on board 3 
officers and 23 men were lost with the ship. After the vessel went down a lar^ German submarine emerged and ci^ among the iifeboats and rafts sei^i^ the commanding officer and some of 
the senior officers whom it was desired to make prisoners. One officer only. Lieutenant E. V. M. Isaacs, was identified. He was carried away. Before mi^^t the destroyers Warrington and 
Smith arriv^ on the scene and the work of rescue was begun. About 6 a. m. on the following day the return trip to Fi^ce was begun. Dr. L. C. Whitesiac «nd Paymaster J. D. Johnston, 
who saw to it that the men in their charge left the ship, remained too long and were lost. “Tlie conduct of the nMn during this time of grave danger wa^'thnlling and inspiring." reported the 
commanding officer. Commander P. W. Foote, "as a large percentage of them were young boys who had only been in the navy for a period of a few months! This isimothitfeamn^erof the fnmti 
courage and bravery of the young manhood of America." The photograph shows the "President Lincoln" at Brest 6 days before she was hit. Inset: C Aimaf kfer P.^A^aatej 
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Army officers who survived wreck of ''President Lincoln." L. R.: 
Capt. D. E. Hannan. Lt. CoL. W. H. Clopton Jr.. Lt. W. W. Butts. 


U. S. S. "Warrington." which went to relief of President Lincoln 
taking on oil front U. S. S. Roe. At sea^; 
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OFFICER’S THRILUNG ESCAPE 

[CondraMd from roport of Lt. E. V. M. Uooes] 

The Pretident Lincoln went down about 9.30 in the 
morning, 30 minutes after being struck by three torpedoes. 
In obedience to orders I a b a n do n ed ship after seeing all 
hands aft safely off the vessel. The boats had pulled away, 
but 1 stepped on a raft floating alongside, the quarter deck 
being then awash. A few minutes later one of the boats 
picked me up. The submarine, the U-90. then ret ur ned 
and the commanding officer, while searching for Capt Foote 
of the President Lincoln, took me out of the boat 1 told 
him my captain had gone down with the ship, whereupon he 
stean^ away, taking me prisoner to Germany. We passed 
to the north of the 5«etlands into the North Sea, the Skag> 
gerak, the Gittegat. and the Sound into the Baltic. Pro¬ 
ceeding to Kiel, we passed down the canal through Heligo¬ 
land Bight to Wilhelmshaven. 

On the way to the Shetlands we fell in with two American 
destroyers, the Smith and the Warrington, who dropped 
22 de^ bombs on us. We were subnicnied to a depth of 
60 meters and weathered the storm, although five bombs were 
very close and shook us up considerably. The information 
I had been able to collect vras, 1 considered, of enough im- 
porUuice to irarrant my tiying to escape. Accordingly in 
Danish waters 1 attempted to jump him the deck of the 
submarine but was cauj^t and ordcsod below. 

The German Navy authorities took me from Wilhelm¬ 
shaven to Karlsruhe, where 1 was turned over to the army. 
Here I met officers of all the allied armies, and arith them I 
attempted several escapes, all of which were unsuccessful. 
After three weeks at Karlsruhe 1 aras sent to the American 
and Russian officers* camp at VilKngen. On the way 1 
attempted to escape from the train by jumpiiw out of the 
arindow. With the train making about 40 milm an hour, 
I landed on the ooposite railroad track and was so severely 
wounded by the fsJl that 1 could not get a way from my guard. 
They followed me. firing continuously. When they recap¬ 
tured me th^ struck me on the head and body with thw 
guns until one broke his rifle. It snapped in two at the small 
of the stock as he struck me with the butt on the back of 
the head. 

I aras given taro weeks solitaiy confinement for this 
attempt to escape, but continued trying for I was determined 
to ^ my information back to the hwvy. Finally, on the 
ni^t of October 6, assisted by several American Army 
omcers, I was able to effect an escape by short-circuiting aU 
lighting circuits in the prison camp and cutting through 
barbed-wire fences surrounding the camp. This had to 
be done in the face of a heavy rifle fire from the guards. 
But it was difficult for them to see in the darkness, so 1 
escaped unscathed. In company with ag American officer 
in the French Army, I made my way for seven days and 
nights over mountains to the Rhine, which to the south of 
Baden forms the boundary between Germany and Svritzer- 
land. After a four-hour crawl on hands and knees I was 
able to elude the sentries along the Rhine. Plunging in, 1 
made for the Swiss shore. After being carried several miles 
down the stream, being frequently submerged by the rapid 
current. I finally reachra the opposite shore and gave myself 
up to the S%riss gendarmes, wik> turned me over to the 
American legation at Berne. Froiq there I made my way 
to Paris and then London and finally Washington, where I 
arrived four weeks after my escape from Germany. 



Lt. E. V. M. Isaacs. U. S. N.. and American Army officers imprisoned at Karlsruhe. Mr.Isaacs is the officer in the dark uniform seated 
at the right. Lt. Isaacs was captured May 31. 1918. After thrw weeks at Karlsruhe he was sent to Villingen. On the way he jumped 
from a train going 40 miles an hour. He was recaptured and given two weeks in the solitary. On night of Oct. 6Ae, with help of other 
officers, short-circuited all lighting circuits and escaped under heavy rifle fire. He arrived in Washington-lpurwrclks-afterward. 
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The photograph shows the wreckage above the spot where the ‘'Covmgton " finally disappearerl 
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After having lafcly taken 27.0D0 soldiers to France the U. S. A. T. Cosington was torpedoed at 9:15 p. m.. July I. 1918. while retumu^ from her sixth trip "over there." In an incredibly short time 
the entire crew were at their stations awaiting the next order from the bridge. The engine and fire rooms quickly filled. The ship lost headway rapidy and in 15 minutes lay dead in the water 
She listed, giving the impression of instability. The ship «ras reeling and it seemed that at any rpoment she would take a heay lurch and sink. The commanding officer. Captain R. D. Hasbrouck! 
U. S. N., gave the order to abandon ship. "The behavior of officers and men was wonderful." reporU Capt. Hasbrouck. "Boats were lowered writhout lights, with the ship Jisted and without the* 
aid of a single %ifinch. It was a stirring sight to see the men go down the Jacob ladders in an ordvly procession as if they were at drill." The destroyer Smith rescued the men from the boats.' 
Three salvage tugs and the destroyer Reade endeavored to tow the ship to Brest. However, the giant liner, which had been "bleeding internally" began to sink rapidlyJ^thekteFn in the early 
afternoon of the next day. and at 2:32 p. m. she rose vertically and went down. The final muster showed that of 739 men and 46 officers, 6 were lost. Inset: Ca^i(RjlK,Ma|b^^ck. 
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A contact mine plantec^ by the L'.I56 tank the L*. S. S. San Diego July 19. 1918. off Fire Island. She went down in 30 minutes. The ship was abandoned in good order and excellent discipline 
prevailed. Gun crews remained at their guns and continued firing at all suspicious objects until they were forced to jump into the water. Capt. H. H. Christy was the last to leave the ship. Six 
lives were lost and six men were injured. "From the end of May until October. 1918." says Rear Admiral Sims, "there was nearly always one submarine operating off our coast. The largest 
number active at one time was in August, when, for a week or ten days, three were more or less active in attacking coastwise vessels. Five submarines sunlrh^all approximately 110,000 toru of 
shipping but the vessels were, for the most part, small and of no great military importance. The only real victory was the destruction of the cruiser SarlDiego.y^^M kii... 
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I gun 

water near the periscope of the enemy submarine. Within I minute and lO^seconds a barrage of five depth bombs was fired. It was such splendid discipline that saved the ship from further 
attack. The torpedo eaplodcd in a bulkhead separating two fire rooms. Thirty-five men were killed and thirteen injured, one of them dying later. One hundred and fifty feet the ship was 
flooded and she went down to 40 feet draft. However, the vessel never slowed down below 6 knots and within two hours was making two thirds of her best speed. There were 150 wounded 
soldiers aboard and these were returned safely to Brest. When the torpedo struck. Thomas F. Buckley, a sailor, although thrown to the deck by the force of the explosion. jum|>^ to his feet and 
yelled ‘'Remember, boys, we are all Americaru and it's only one hit." "The doctrine." says Capt. D. £. Dismukes. U. S. N.. commanding officer. "iMcT^en corutantly preached to the men 
that one hit would not sink the ship if every man would do his full duty. This warning from Buckley was electrifying. All men immediately calmed tlem|elv£sT^'~i&ent. not to their l^ts to 
abandon ship, but to their collision stations to save her." After being repaired at Brest the Mount Vernon resumed her duty as a transport. .K^O Oy VJ' V_, __ _ 
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Capt. D. E. Dismukes. U. S. N.. (right) and Lt. Com. Doyle, Executive 
officer, on board U. S. S. "Mount Vernon.” 


‘The depth charge crews jumped to their stations and immediately started dropping 
depth bombs.” While the ship seen in the picture is not the Mount Vernon, the 
explosion of depth bombs is strikingly visualized. 





‘The men in the fire rooms knew that the safety of the ship depended on their bravery 
and steadfastness to duty.” The picture shows No. 4 fireroom. Mount Vernon. Photo¬ 
graph was taken on Sept. 3. 1918. 


“Our starboard gun opened fire at once, but the periscope remained on the surface 
only a few seconds.” Photograph taken on deck pf-Mount Vernon Sep^ 5, 1918. 
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LOSS OF THE "TAMPA." WITH ALL ON BOARD. The greatest disaster suffered by the Coast Guard, and the largest individual loss of life sustained by our naval forces during the war. 
occurred on iptember 26. 1918. when the cutter Tampa was sunk with all hands on board in Bristol Channel, presumably by a torpedo from an enemy submarine. The cutter had gone ahead 
of her convoy , and although a distant explosion was heard by the vesKls in the convoy, no positive evidence has ever been received as to the exact cause of the disaster. Diligent search by 
several destroyers in the vicinity of the disaster revealed only two unrecognizable bodies in sailors’ unifonns and some small pieces of wreckage. Thus perished 111 brave officers and men. 
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K The active iystcmatic work of sweeping up the 

North Sea mine barrage began May 8. (919, under '' 
command of Rear Admiral Joseph Strauss. 1 he 
force actually employed in removal consisted of 
83 ships, divided as follows; 36 sweeping vessels, 

20 trawlers. 24 submarine chasers. I salvage 
vessel, and two repair ships. The personnel of 
these vessels was entirely American and a large 
proportion of the 4.000 officers and men manning 
them was of the reserve force. The war was 
over, yet this force of officers and men working 
under difficult and hazardous conditions, kept at 
their task with surprising persistence, maintained 
a high morale, were cheerful and loyal and the 
excellence of the F>^rsonnel contributed largely 
to the success of whole operation. 

"That the maintenance of such a wonderful spirit 
in a force is largely due to the personality and 
ability of the officer in immediate command 
cannot be gainsaid. Great credit is due and 
must be given to Admiral Strauss for the high 
character of the leadership which he displayed." 
Report of Secretary of Navy for 1919. The 
photograph shows Admiral Strauss and staff at 
L. S. Naval Base No. 18 Inverness. Scotland. 

L. to R.: Ensign Vaughan. Lieut. Smither. 
Lieut. Noel Davis. Capt. .Murfin. C. 0. Bases 
17 and 18: Rear Admiral Strauss. Commander 
Crow. Lieut. Harrell. Ensign Nichols. 



r <. .\a\x Ph.M.. 


The mine-sweeping fleet frequently put in at Stavenger, a bustling town in Norway made prosperous by the war. 
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CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS 

T he second mine sweeping operation began 
May 10, 1919. On the second day in the 
field the casualties began. They continued 
intermittently throughout the operations. The 
cause of most of the mishaps came from a 
totally unexpected source. Up to this time the 
danger of mines fouled in the kites, exploding 
when the sweep was being hauled in, had not 
been experienced. 

The “Patuxent** was the first victim. On May 12 the 
sweep had been severed by an explosion and had to be 
hauM on board to be repaired. When the kite was 
within sight a mine could be seen hanging by its mooring 
cable. The commanding officer immediately sent all 
hands forward to a place of safety, going aft himself to 
clear it with the assistance of his chief boatswain*s mate. 
The mine was on the surface about 10 feet from the side of 
the ship when suddenly, without apparent cause, it ex¬ 
ploded. Several men were blown overboard by the mass 
of flying water, but all were rescued. The commanding 
ofiicer. who at the time of the explosion was only a few 
feet from the mine, escaped with the loss of his thumb, 
which was amputated by a flying fragment. Since the 
force of the explosion had been largely spent in the air, 
the damage to the ship was not serious, and a few days 
in dry dock were sufficient to repair her. 

Up to this time several mines which had fouled the 
sweep had been hauled on board as souvenirs; for. ac¬ 
cording to design, they should be safe when within ap¬ 
proximately 30 feet of the surface. This practice now 
was discontinued voluntarily. No one trusted the mines 
under any circumstances, and one ship even went so far 
as to double the risk by throwing one. which was then 
on board, back over the side. 

Precaution, however, could not entirely eliminate the 
danger of mines fouled in the sweep. In the first place, 
they could not be seen until they were dangerously close 
to the ship; then the action which was taken might or 
might not prove the proper one. It was impossible to 
tell. 

Two days after the *'Patuxent*s*' accident the same 
casualty befell the “ Bobolink,'* but with far more serious 
results, ^ain the commanding officer went aft to clear 
the mine in person. Almost before anything could be 

done it exploded, killed the commendiinc officer. Lieut. Frank Bruce. 
United States Navy, and blew the boatswain and three other men into 
the water. All four were rescued, although the boatswain had been 
knocked unconscious by the shock. 

The skip was seriously damaged. The after hull plating had been 
driven in in places as muck as 2 and 3 feet; the rudder and rudder post 
were gone: tne propeller distorted and shaft bent; the engine had been 
thrown out of line; the towing engine, capstan, searchlights, and many 
other fixtures had been broken or disabled. The boilers, fortunately, 
were not damaged, which enabled the wrecking pumps to handle tl^ 
water which poured into the after part of the ship. 

The -Tear' took the ‘ Bobolink'’ in tow and. accompanied by the 
“Swallow” and “SC-45,’* headed for port. 

After various vicissitudes the “Bobolink” was taken to Scapa where 
temporary repairs were made. Later she was toured to Devonnort 
where it required six months to complete repairs. "The Northern 
Barrage" (Taking Up the Minea} by Lieutenanta Noel Daoia and WtU 
Ham k. Harrtll, U. 5. N. 


With gallantry worthy of the best traditions of the Navy. Lt. Frank Bruce, commanding officer, U. S. S. "Bobolink." on May 14. 1919. went aft to clear a mine that 
had fouled the "Bobolink’s" kite. Almost before anything could be done it exploded, killing Lt. Bruce, and blowing the boatswain and three other men into the water 
All four were rescued, although the boatswain had bem knocked unconscious by the shock. The photograph shows the explosion which caused the death of Mr. Bruce. 
The vessel’s smoke can be seen emerging from the left of the explosion. 
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Upp«r diagram shows details of sweep used in clearing up the North Sea barrage. The distance between sweepers is 750 yards. Lower diagram illustrates method 
of sweeping a single line of mines. The leading pair of sweepers have their sweep regulated to cut the antennae and explode the mines. The two following pairs have 
their sweeps set to cut the mooring cables of any mines not exploded by the leading pair. Following astern of the sweepers is a sut^^aser engaged ip sinking by rifle 
fire the mines which have been cut adrift. Just ahead of the leading pair of sweepers can be seen the explosion 
of the mine fired by touching the sweep wire. 


I of a mine which hps beeiy..^imler|mnid42y t 
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On March 20. 1919. the “Patapsco” and ‘Patuxent*’ under command of Capt. Roscoe C. Bulmer set out for the mine barrage to make the first real experiments with 
the actual gear which was intended to be used in the sweeping operations that were to follow. During the experiments an upper level mine exploded fairly close aboard 
on the port quarter of the “ Patapsco.*’ The photograph, supplied by the Navy Department, shows the explosion. There were, in all. seven mine-sweeping operations 
and in nearly every one mine sweepers were badly damaged by explosions near them. Altogether two officers and nine men were killed^^ing thes- haz^ous enter’ 
prises and twenty-three ships were damaged. By Sept. 30. 1919. the entire barrage was swept. A total of 20.71 I mines were actually|de3tr<^|y./^lie¥Jn^der had 
not survived the severe storms, had exploded on laying, or countermined during mine sweeping. DigitiZGCl Dy VLjf vl/ 
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The mine sweepers proved to be wonderful sea boats, riding comfortably and gracefully in the roughest weather. 
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Upper left and right Sinking mines by rifle fire, 
to locate the fields to buoy them. 


Lower— Three explosions between the “Lapwing” and the “Penguin” while sweeping 

r. S. Navy onWial 
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Upper—The fishing smacks “Red Rose” and “Red Fern” sweeping up the 
first mines in the Northern Barrage. Dec. 23, 1918. Lower—A view of the 
harbor of Kirkwall. Orkney Islands. Kirkwall was the primary base for 
mine sweeping operations on account of its proximity to the Northern Barrage. 
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SHAKING DICE WITH DAVY JONES 


S INCE the first inines had been laid in the barrage, there had been no means of 
tellirig its effectiveness nor how well the mines with their slender antennae had 
survived the frequent storms. During the latter part of the summer Admiral 
Sims had requested the Commander of the Mine Force to make a skimming sweep 
across the mine field to determine if the mines were still there and effective. Many had 
exploded shortly after having been laid; others had broken adrift and been discovered 
on the coast of Norway; there was also a possibility that the batteries which fired the 
mines had not survived as was intended. It was now more essential than ever to de¬ 
termine the actual condition of the mines in the barrage before sweeping operations 
%vere undertaken, and to this end arrangements were made to borrow from the 
Admiralty two wooden sailing vessels, man them with volunteers, and cross the mine 
field with a sweep wire between them to find out what percentage of the mines were 
still in place and effective. 

Two Lowestoft fishing smacks arrived at Inverness the latter part of November. 
Preparations were bef^n at once to fit them out for tbe experiment. The “Red Fern” 
and the “Red Rose”—such were their names—were hauled out upon the ways at 
Inverness, their seams calked, nail heads driven in. the metal parts sheathed with 
wood, and then a heavy coating of tar applied—all to prevent mines from exploding 
when in contact with the hull. Additional billets were fitted to accommodate a crew 
of 10 men on each vessel, the rigging was overhauled, and on December 22. 1918, these 
tiny craft, in tow of the “Patapsco” and the “Patuxent” set out for the barrage. 
Lieut. Noel Davis, United States Navy, was in command of the expedition and the 
“Red Rose;” Lieut. G^nior grade) Olaf Maatson, United States Naval Reserve Force, 
commanded the “Red Fern.” 

The “Patapsco” and “Patuxent,” after reaching the southern edge of the mine 
field, were to stand by while experiments were being undertaken, then render assist¬ 
ance if necessary when the vessels again were off the field. 

The next morning found them a few miles to the southward of the first line of mines 
in the central portion of the barrage. Shortly after sunrise the smacks spread sail, 
stood up to each other, passed sweep and set course to cross the field of mines. A few 
minutes before noon, as the vessels crossed the first line of invisible mines, a giant 
column of discolored water sprang high into the air close astern of the **Red Rose.” The 
first mine in the North Sea barrage had been svrept. Separated as it was from that 
vessel by only a short length of manila rope, which insulated the sweep wire from her 
stern, the tremendous shock of the explosion all but crushed the wooden hull of the 
vessel; water spurted in between the timbers in countless places; the pump was started 
at once, but was barely sufficient to keep her dry. 

It was a pretty sight to see these little craft sailing back and forth across the mine 
field, wearing and tacking in unison, and keeping station on each other by furling 
topsails or streaming sea anchors. 

In all, the lines of mines were crossed four times; six of the upper level mines were 
exploded, a negligible number, of course, when compared with the 56,000 mines which 
had been laid, but it had proved conclusively that the mines were still there, ready to 
explode upon the slightest contact, and that every possible precaution must be used 
in the forthcoming operations to guard the lives of the men who would be required to 
sweep the mines. 

By 3 o'clock the sun had set; the “Patapsco” and “Patuxent” were no loi^r in sight. 
To add to the difficulties, a storm, which had been foretold by the morning's sky and a 
rapidly falling barometer, burst with the force of a hurricane.* The sweep was cut 
adrift from the “Red Rose” and “Red Fern;” the vessels headed about and set course 
to the southward to get clear of the mine fields before the twilight had faded. 

The days that followed were days of anxiety at Base 18, and hardship for the crews 
of the “Red Rose” and “Red Fern.” For three days the storm continued unabated. 
The “Patapsco” and the “Patuxent” were suffering as badly as or possibly worse than 
the fishing smacks, and had not been able to locate them after they had left the mine field. 
Realizing the severity of the %roather. Admiral Strauss requested the British authorities 
to send such vessels as vrere available to search for the sailboats, but the majority of 
those sent out could not weather the seas and were forced to return to port. Then on 
Christmas Eve, when hope had almost ebbed away. Lieut. Davis telephoned to 
Admiral Strauss that the “Red Rose." though badly wrecked by the storm, had man¬ 
aged to reach Peterhead that morning. The next day the “Red Fern” anchored at 
St. Andrew's Bay. having been blown more than 200 miles from her destination. “77ie 
Northern Barrage' {Taking up the Mines) by Lieutenants Noel Daois and iViUiam K. 
Harr ill, U. 5. N. 
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The North Sea weather is notoriously bad throughout the year, but particularly so in the winter months, 
seen at the crest. 


The funnel of a vessel may be 
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On the night of July 3, 1919. subchaser 37 -was damaged by the explosion of a mine which caused considerable leakage in her hull. 

I . S. Xavy tMlxul 
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Upper left—The U. S. S. “Mallard,” mine sweeper. Thirty-four vessels of the “Mallard” type were engaged in the mine-sweeping operations. Their specifications 
were: Displacement. 1.009 tons; length over all. 157 feet 10 inches; beam. 35 feet 6 inches; loaded draft. 15 feet; maximum speed. 14 knots; cruising radius at 10 knots. 
5.500 miles. Upper right* Homeward bound. The subchaser in the foreground is losing no time. Lower—The U. S. S. “Panther” was the mother ship_qf the sub¬ 
chasers detailed to mine-sweeping operations. /i. s 
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Return of the North Sea Mine Force to the United States. At 10 o'clock on the morning of November 24, 1919, the Secretary of the Na>^ reviewed the gallant Mine Force from on board the U. S. S. 
’‘Meredith.** Before departure of the force from the other side Admiral Strauss had received this cable from the Secretary of the Navy: It is with the greatest of pleasure that the Secretary of the Navy 
congratulates the cflicers and men of the North Sea mine*sweeping detachment on having so creditably completed tbe stupendous task of clearing the North Sea of ths mines planted by our Navy during 
the war. This most arduous and dangerous work, one of the greatest and most hazardous tasks undertaken by tbe Navy, which has been carriM on with cheerfulness and integrity, will go down in the 
annals of history as one of the Navy’s greatest achievements. Every loyal citizen of the United States and every olEcer and man in the Navy must look with pride upon these men who nave once again 
fulMled the glorious traditions of the service which they represent. Joaephu* Danitla. Inifrn.itiiiiial Film Cumiuoy 
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United States Naval Base Number 18 at Inverness, Scotland. 


Crew assembled for Captain's inspection. 

r. S, Navy OlV.dMl 
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Ho.pit.\s..n. U. S. 


„ Npn-bc, 2. S.r..hpeH«. ScotUpd. 
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Recruits swearing allegiance to the United States government, United States Naval Training Station, Newport, R. I. When war was 
declared the enlistment and enrollment of the Navy numbered 65,777 men. On the day Germany signed the Armistice the Navy com¬ 
prised 497,030 men and women. 
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The first unit of United States Naval Reserves to be ordered into the federal service at the beginning of the war. The blue jackets were 
members of the First Battalion. Naval Militia, New York. They are aboard the training ship “Granite State.” rui.. 
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the St.tc ol N.>v York. The order (or mobilLzalion h.^ tei,'i^ihe^trth 

•,;o7r;h,Vof April 7The ej., re force o( 40 pffi- .rrd 650 oren reported .o the tr.rnrr,, .h,p Cr.nr.e 

^ " 1 4 4 


,ilization of the Naval Reserves of the State of New York, 
nine of April 7 the entire force of 40 officers and 6 
From the “Granite State” they were assigned to duty. 


_T 




Lieutenant Commander Henry Reuterdani, U. S. N., the dis¬ 
tinguished Naval painter, who rendered espiecially valuable 
service in the campaign for naval recruits. 
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First Battalion, New York Naval Reserves, marching down Fifth 

Avenue. IntnuationAt Kilm 


Digitized by 


Google 

















162 



Newly made tars leaving for active service. These sailors, just arrived from the Naval Training Station at Newport, R. I., are waiting on a New York pier 
to be sent to various naval vessels.* Inset: “Cleanliness is next to Godliness." 
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K. P. on the U. S. S. Wolverine. Great Lakes. 


A lecture on naval etiquette. 


I PillH 



A recruit's first look through a rifle sight. League Island Navy 
Yard. Philadelphia. 


Drilling at League Island. 
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Review at Great Lakes, the largest Naval Training Station in the world, 
commanding officers. 


Inset: L. to R., Lt. Wilhelm, Admiral W. S Benson and Capt. W. A. Moffett, 

Inti tnain atal F ilm Coniiunv 
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Boat harbor at Croat Lako. Na.al Traittir* Station, 



-buod r“o£; 

ing ttic wari^ri^- Sheridan; 

D^ntayk and Capta.n W.ll.ana A, Moffet^mmandant of 

station. _i i.. . I —r^/^rTll 
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Inspection o( recruits at Newport Naval Training Station. 


The U. S. S. " Birmingham,” afterward stationed at Gibraltar, is in the roadstead 
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Iii|i>riiati«MiaI Film 


Before and after joining the United States Navy. 


It will be noted that the files in each picture are identical. 
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Scene at Naval Training Station. San Francisco, Cal. 


lulrrnatioiial Film 
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Recruits at Great Lakes being taught how to handle oars. 


Electrical School. Hampton Roads, Va. 
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A regimental square. 


liik>rn»tiMn«l Pili„ 

United States Naval Training Camp, San Diego, California. 
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Jackie artillerymen at Pelham Bay Park. 


A sky pilot and his charges. 
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I nterBAttoiul PUm 
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A review at the United States Naval Training Station, Pelham Bay Park. 
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Wash day on the Commonwealth Pier, South Boston. 


Hazing a recruit at Great Lakes. 


Jackies from Great Lakes rehearsing for a show. 


Blindnnan's Buff at a War Camp Community Center. 
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A boxing bout at Great Lakes Naval Training Station. During the war 40,000 men were enrolled at this cantonment at one time. 
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A scene at the United States Naval Training Station, Great Lakes, III. The administration building can be seen in the distance. 



l- ilni l'i>mi<unv 
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A formation at Pelham Bay Park Naval Training Station to represent the flags of the United States, France. Italy and Great Britain. The 
American shield IS in the center. ini<rpuj^i.iKiiitic»miMuv 
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Upper: The entire command at Newport Naval Training Station standing at parade rest. Lower left: 
right: Recruits arriving at Newport. “You’ll like it,” is the cordial assurance of the sailors already in. 


Jackies at Newport, l ower 
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UpF>er: Physical exercise at Norfolk Navy Yard. Lower left: 
A class in diving at Cape May, N. J. 


Initiating a recruit at Newport Naval Training Station. Lower right: 

I ihii i omi. 
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Football stars on station at Newport. L. to R.: C. R. 
Black, Capt. Yale, 1916; F. T. Hogg, Capt., Princeton, 1916; 
Charles Barrett, Capt., Cornell, 1915. 


Newcomers at Newport. 
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Feeding the pigeons at San Diego. 


House-cleaning at San Pedro. Cal. 
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Butts Manual at New Orleans. 


Kill!. 

Scene at Naval Station, New Orleans. 
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Jackies in training at Camp Plunkett. Wakefield, Mass. Sailors of the Naval Reserve quartered at Commonwealth 

They are engaged in revolver practice. Pier, South Boston. 
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Scene at Charleston (Mass.) Navy Yard. 
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Blue Jackets leaving Newport for the Harvard radio school. 
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A complete new outfit. 


Drilling at Newport. 
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Mess time at Newport. 
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Lt. C. W^Thomas instructing class in standard engine con- ^ engineering school. Columbia University, 

struction at Columbia University. 



Commander W. B. Franklin, Commandant at Pelham Bay 
Park Station receives a “despedida.** 


lull rii;i||<.||«l KlIlM 

Instruction in the handling of the rifle. Pelham Bay Park 
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Chicagoans gave hearty support to all activities at the Great Lakes Naval 
TrainiiM Station. The picture shows the late Nelson Lampert. vice president 
of the Fort [>earbom National Bank, assisting at one of the athletic meets 
for which the station «ras famous. 


A company street. Great Lakes. 
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Upper: Radio class. Navy Yard, New York. Lower left: Washing lingerie. Lower right: Wall scaling at Great Lakes. 

Ini< f ikitiitiMl 1 ilni i'aiiuiKtnx 
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TKe U. S. S. "Conatellation” at Newport Naval Traiainc Station. The fiifate waa launched at Baltimore in 1797 aa one of aix man-o*>war deaii^nad for uaa aaainat the Barbaryptr 
Coanmodore Thomaa Truxtun cruiaed in her in the Went Indiea in the war with France. I796>I800. He enlaced and captured the French frigate **L*lneurgente** of SOeuna. Feb. 9. 1799. and captured 
veaeela. Feb. 2. 1800. he fonght to a aorrender the French fr^te **La Veneeance.** alao of 50 guna. but ahe eacaped in the darlrneee during a heavy equall. The main n^t of the **Conetella- 
5<on” havii^ f^len overboard, ahe could not puraue her prise. For hie diatinguiaheu aervice Commodore Truxtun waa aw a rded a gold medal and the thanka of Congraaa. During the^^r of 1812 the 
*Conatellation" waa blockaded at Norfolk. In 1815 ahe waa part of Decatur'a fleet in the Mediterranean and waa one of the aquadron which captured the Moroccan veaael "Maahouda** after a aavage 
conflict Auguat 26. During the World War the " Conatellatirm’* waa uaed to quarter aome of |he men in training at Newport. . 

U. S. Navy Official 
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Encampment at Newport. 


Iiitmiai■■•iial KiliM 

Recruiting at U. S. S. “Recruit,” New York City. 


Digitized by 


Google 

































191 



Battleships of the Second Line, Division Four, employed to teach engineering, deck and other duties afloat to men received from the 
training stations. From these ships they were transferred to stations aboard ships on active war duty. Training in this fleet w^ brought 
lb a remarkable state of efficiency by its commander. Vice Admiral A. W. Grant. U. 5- N. 

■ Digitized by 


t was brought 

Google 



192 



Upper: Scene at Coaat Guard Sch^. Fort Trumbull, New London. Conn. Lower left: U. S. Coast Guards at Sandy Hook. Lower richt: Coast Guard officers at Fort Trumbull. Upon declaration of 
the existence of a state of war, the CoMt Guard, pursuant to the provisions of the act of Confresa approved Jan. 25, 1915. entered at once upon its war-time duties as a part of the naval establishment. 
The vessels and stations were as s i gne d to the variot s naval districts and Sects where their services could be usm to*the best advantage. A number of the cruising cutters vrere eauipped with more eSec- 
tive batteries and assigned to patrol duty in the submarine zone. Six Coaat Guard cutters were employed in convoy and escort duty in European waters, the “Osaipee,** "Seneca.* ** Tamacraw.'* *'Algon¬ 
quin.’’ ’ Manning.’* sm "Tampa.** tbe last cf which was loot with all her gallant officers and men. , 
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The largest band in the world. The photograph shows a detachment of the world famous Great’Lakes organization which at one time comprised fourteen hundred 
musicians. They %rere trained by Lieutenant John Philip Sousa. The various detachments of the band were in great demand throughout the nation to promote Liberty 
Loan drives and numerous other patriotic undertakings. Musicians to the number of 3056 %rere enrolled and trained at Great Lakes. Approximatdy 2250 of these 
musicians %rere transferred to the fleet and to naval ba^. In the training of naval band«men the authorities were always mindful of the report of a British commission 
appointed to determine the things most important in vrinning the war. Music had been placed only after food, clothing and shelter. The picture shpws the bands¬ 
men from Great Lakes marching up Michigan Avenue. Chicago. iltitiViitiMiiv 
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A color guard at Great Lakes. 


A naval band of 128 pieces on recruiting duty in San Fran¬ 
cisco. Sept. 28. 1917. 



The Jackies themselves did much of the construction work 
at Great Lakes. 


A wrestling bout at Great Lakes. 
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Cal 


rield gun instruction. 


Learning to handle the oars at U. S. Naval Station. San 
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Bancroft Hall. United States Naval Academy. Annapolis. Md. 
Photo by courtesy of White Studio. New York City. 
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The United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. Md. The school was established in 1845 by a special act of Congress. The origin of this institution was due to the 
efforts of George Bancroft, Secretary of the Navy. The academy was opened Oct. fO. 1843. with Commander Franklin Buchanan as superintendent. For a time dur* 
ing the Civil War the school was removed from Annapolis to Newport. R. 1. A new and improved plan of construction and organization of the school buildings was 
recommended in 1895. But it was not until 1898 that adequate funds became available. In that year the corner-stone of the new armory was laid by Rear Admiral 
F. V. McNair. The plan as viewed from the sea front shows the cadet quarters extending 720 feet, flanked on one side by the Armory and the other by the boat house. 
These buildings are at right angles to the direction of the cadet quarters, are 428 feet long and similar in appearance. In two years, beginning March. 1917, the 
emy graduated 1.040 for the regular Navy and gave special instruction to five large classes of specially selected reserves who were thus equipped to perform imp^ 
duties during the war. irt.Tnuti..nui FiimComi 
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[Naval cadets arming as inraniry. 


I eacning tne use cm sailing crart at ttie iNaval Academy. 
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Graduation day at Annapolis. 


The graduates performed a snake dance after the ceremonies. 
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Admiral Von Reuter of the German High Seas Fleet boards Admiral 
Beatty’s flagship, the Queen Elizabeth, to surrender the enemy ships. 


German light cruisers proceeding to the Firth of Forth. 



Underwood k Underw***** 
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Crews from German submarines being taken aboard British 
destroyer to be taken to a ship for transport to Germany. 


The German High Seas Fleet from a seaplane. 
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Surrender of ihe German navy in tke pretence of the Allied fleets of which Rear Admiral Rodman t Sixth Rattle Squadron formed a part. This naval surrender, the greatest in history, took place 
Nov. 20. 21. 24 and Dec. I. 1918, in the North Sea opposite the Firth of Forth. Under the terms of the Armistice. Germany was to give up to the Allies and the Unit^ States. lOO submarines, six 
battle cruisers, ten battleships, eight light cruisers and fifty destroyers of the most modem t)fpe. From a spectacular point of view the surrender of the battieships, cruisers and destroyers was the 
most impressive. This occurred on Nov. 21 when seventy-one vessels were turned over to the entente. German ship^ headed by the Friederich der Grasse, flagship of Admiral Von Reuter, 
steamed between two columns of victorious men-of-war numbering between 250 and 300 vessels. The columns were six miles apart. As the Germans steered a middle course toward the Firth 
Forth the entente columns reversed their course and the whole array moved in triple order toward the great anchorage. DlQltiZGCl by 
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Battalion of '’Yeomen. F.” being inspected on the EJIipse. Washington. D. C. by Franklin D. Roosevelt. Assistant Secretary of the Navy and naval officers among whom are Captains Joseph K 
Taussig. William McDowell and Richard H. Leigh and Lieutenant Commanders L. B. Bernheim and Camalier. The Commanding officer of the battalion was Ensign j. P. O’N^llT^The Chief 
Yoeman was Loretta McBride. The young woman did splendid work during the war. ... ii ' ' 
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After the surrender of the Gemuin fleet at Scapa. at which our battleshipa serving with the British Grand Fleet, were present, the six battleships, comprising Division 
9. Rear Admiral 11 ugh Rodman commandiM. proceeded to Brest, where they met the three battleships of Division 6. Rear Admiral Thomas S. Rod^rs commanding, 
which had bc^ operating from the base at Mrehaven. and several divisions of destroyers, all of which, under command of Admiral Sims, took part in the demonstra¬ 
tion on the arrival of President Wilson, who went to France on theU.S. S. *‘George Washington." escorted by the "Pennsylvania." flagship of Admiral flenryT. Mayo, com¬ 
mander-in-chief. United States Atlantic Fleet. The photograph shows the President's naval escort approaching the shores of France Dec. I 3. 1918. 
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The U. S. S. ” Pennsylvania," flagship of Henry T. Mayo. Captain Louis M. Nulton commanding, which escorted President Wilson to France. 
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TKe Atlantic fleet homeward bound from foreign watery The return of the battleshipe from European service was signalized by a notable naval review Dec. 26 , 1918, for which all available 
ships of the fleet in home waters were assembM. Arriving off Ambrose Lightship the afternoon w Christmas Day. the battleships the next morning steamed into New York where th^ were 
accorded a great demonstration, the review being followed by a land parade of all the returning officers and crews. 

On the eve of the naval review the Secret^ of the Navy issued a tribute to the bittleshb forces returning from service abrMd. Among other things he said: **Sea Power once again has 
demonstrated its primacy in making land victories poMible. While the American dreaclnaus9[its. an important part of tl^ vrorld's strongest armada, were not given an opportunity to win a creat 
sea victory, they did more: They co-operated in receiving the surrendered German Fleet, which capitulated to the superior force of the allied fleets, and they will be received at home with all the 
honors given to valiant victors.*' imuaationai rjbi^ri.iiiiutiv 
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Trans-Atlantic Flight 


T he first flisht across the Atlantic was made in May. 1919. by the NC-4. 
one of the ahrisioa of three seapUna of that type organized, manned, and 
specially equipped for this enterprise. Tliis was the result of plans long 
contemplate and made possible by the completion of these, the largest flying 
boats ever constructed. To ^ide the planes, observe weather conditions 
along the route, and give assis t a n ce, if necessary, ships were stationed at 
intervab of approximately 75 miles along the entire route, which was from 
Rockavray. N. Y.. to Halifax. Nova Scotia, to Trepassey. New Foundland; 
then, via the Azores, to Lisbon. Portugal, and from Lisbon to Plymouth. 
Elngland. 

Leaving Rockavray Naval Air Station at 10 a. m.. May S. the division 
under command of Commander John H. To%irers. the NC'3. his flagship, and 
the NC'I arrived that evening at Halifax. Having trouble with oil fe^. the 
NC-4 was compelled to descend about 80 miles east of Cape Cod. remained 
on the vrater during the night, and the next morning reached the naval air 
station at Chatham. Mass. On May 10 the NC-3 and NC-I proceeded to 
Trepassey. Unfavorable weather conditions caused several days' delay, and in 
the meanwhile the NC-4. which had completed repairs at Chatham, flew to 
Halifax on May 14. arriving at Trepassey the next day. All three planes left 
Trepassey the evening of May 16. at about 6 o'clock, for the Azores. The 
NCM arrived at Horta the next morning. Nearing the Azores, the other 
two planes ran into a dense fog and were compelled to descend to the water. 
Heavy seas, damaged the NC-I so badly that all attempts to tow her failed, 
and she sank. The crew were rescued by theCreek steamship** lonia"and taken 
to Horta. The NC-3. which had descended the morning of May 17 at a point 
about 35 miles south of the island of Fayal. managed to "taxi" to port under 
her own pow^, arriving at Ponta Delgada 53 hours later, the afternoon of 
May 19. having drifted and "taxied" 209 miles. 

Bad weather occasioned trying delay, but on May 20 the NC-4 proceeded 
from Horta to Ponta Delgada. from which on the 26th she proceeded to Lis¬ 
bon. completing the flight across the Atlantic. Starting from Lisbon on the 
30th. a small Ink de^oped and the plane descended at Mondego River. 
Proceeding after repairs, she reached Ferrol. Spain, that evening, and the 
next day flew to England, reaching Plymouth, the end of the route. May 31. 
at 1:26 p. m. 

Following are the distances covered, stated in land miles, and the time in 
flight of the three planes: 


NC-4. 

Distance: 

Miles. 

Time: 

Hours. Minutes. 

Rockaway to Halifax . 

621 

8 

54 

Halifax to Trepassey 

529 

6 

23 

Trepassey to Horta 

1.380 

15 

13 

Horta to Ponta Delgada 

172 

1 

45 

Ponta Delgada to Lisbon 

920 

9 

43 

Lisbon to Plymouth . 

891 

12 

•• 


4.513 

53 

58 


NC-3. 

Distance. 

Miles. 

Time. 

Hours. Minutes. 

Rockaway to Halifax... 

. 621 

9 


Halifax to Trepassey 

529 

5 

32 

Trepassey to landing at sea 

1.290 

15 

30 


2.440 

JO 

2 

NC-l 

Rockaway to Halifax . 

621 

8 

59 

Halifax to Trepassey 

529 

6 

56 

Trepassey to. landing at sea 

. 1.275 

15 

1 

* 

2.425 

. 30 

56 


OFFICERS AND CREWS OF NC PLANES. 

The officers and members of the crevrs %rere: 

NC Seaplane Division No I. 

Commander John H. Towers. U. S. N. (commanding) 

NC Seaplane No. 3 (flagship) 

Ounmander Holden C. Richardson. C. C.. U. S. N. 

Lieut. Commander Robert A. Lavender. U. S. N 
Lieut. David H. McCulloch. U. S N. R F 
Boatsvrain Lloyd R. Moore. U. S. N 

NC Seaplane No 4 

Lieut. Commander Albert C. Read. U. S. N. (commanding). 

First Lieut. EJmer F. Stone. U. S. C. G. 

Lieut. James L. Breese. U. S. N. R. F 
Lieut. Walter Hilton. U. S. N. 

Ensign Herbert C. Rodd. U. S. N. R. F. 

Chief Machinist's Mate Eugene S. Rhoads. U. S. N 

NC Seaplane No. I. 

Lieut. Commander Patrick N. L. Bellinger. U. S. N. (commanding) 

Lieut. Commander Marc A. Mitscher. U. S. N 

Lieut. Louis T. Barin. U. S. N. R. F. 

f^ieut. (junior grade) Harry Sadenwater. U. S. N. R. F. 

Machinist Rasmus Christensen. U. S. N. 

Chief Machinist's Mate (A) C. T. Kesler. U. S. N. 

Lieut. Commander R. E. Byrd, who rendered valuable service in "develop¬ 
ing and trying out new navigation devices used, made the flight to Trepassey 
on the NC-3. as did also Lieut, (junior grade) Braxton L. Rhodes, who was a 
member of the original crew, but was taken off at Trepassey to lighten the 
load of the plane. Elnsign C. J. McCarthy. U. S. N. R. F.. observer for the 
Bureau of Construction and Repair, accompanied the NC-I to Trepassey 
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PLUCK. While Chief Special Mechanic E. I larry Howard, an expert on 
Libierty motors, was tuning up the NC-4. his left hand was taken off at the 
wrist by one of the big propellers of the plane. I Ic walked unaided several 
hundred feet to the hospital at the Rockaway Air Station where his wound 
was dressed. Within an hour he was back at the ship trying to help make her 
ready for the trims-Atlantic flight. 
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As the NC planes at Rockaway Air Station were being made ready for their 
overseas flight an 1 IS-1 Scout Seaplane with two naval fliers plunged into this 
hydrogen tank from a point 300 feet in the air. The aviators were ^sign 
Hugh J. Adams and Chief Machinist's Mate Harold B. Corey, ^th were 
killed. The tank, which was close to the hangars of the NC planes, was empty 
at the time of the accident. — . . . 
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NC-3 and NC-4 in front of their hangar ready for the trans>Atlantic flight. 
The NC seaplanes, at the time of the flight, the largest flying boats in existence, 
were developed by naval constructors in cooperation with the Curtiss Aero¬ 
plane & Motor Corporation, by whom they were built. Originally designed 
for long-distance operations oversea, the flrst was completed in September. 
1918. thoroughly tested in October, and on a flight in December carried up 51 
passengers. Four of these flying boats were built, three being assigned to the 
trans-Atlantic flight. Following are the general dimensions and principal 
characteristics of the NC boats: 

Wing span from tip to tip. 126 feet. 

Upper wing from tip to tip. 114 feet. 

Aileron projections beyond wing tips. 6 feet on either side. 

Lower wing span. 94 feet. 

Width of wings. 12 feet. 

Distance between wings. 14 feet at center and 12 feet at outer tips of lower 
vnng. 

Over-all length from front end to the rear end. 68 feet 3' j inches. 

Length of hull. 44 feet 9 inches. 

Weight full load flying condition. 28.500 pounds. 

Estimated speed at full load. 79 nautical miles per hour. 

Estimated speed at light load. 84 nautical miles per hour. 

Horsepower of 4 Liberty engines. 1.600 horsepower. 

Number of gasoline tanka. 9 in hull. I in upper wing above boat hull. 
Capacity of gasoline tanka. 200 gallons for each hull tank and 90 gallons for 
gravity fe^ tank in upper wing. 

Weight of engines. 825 pounds each. 


Flying control is of the dual control Deperdussin system with side-by-side 
seating. 

Pilots are in hull just forward of gasoline tanka. 

Navigating station is in front end of boat hull. Navigator is provided with 
chart board, charts, and ordinary navigating instruments including compass 
and sextant. 

Complete wireless installation, including telegraph and telephone and wireless 
direction indicator, is provided. System should give a radius of approxi¬ 
mately 300 miles while in the air and of 100 to 150 miles while on the water. 

Wireless operator and engineer are located in main after compartment just 
aft of gasoline tanks. Each is provided with complete instrument board. 

Each of these operators has a cylindrical upholstered stool with back rest 
weighing 5 pounds complete, in the interior of which can be stored the small 
hand tools required for emergency work. 

Cruising speed of boats about 72 miles per hour. 

Gasoline consumption at cruising speed about 650 pounds average per hoar. 

Total gasoline carried about 11.400 pounds. 

Cruising radius, without wind about 1.476 nautical miles. 

Crew and provisions, about 1.000 pounds. 

Crew: Five men—two pilots, one navigator, one wireless operator, and one 
engineer. 

Main structure is of western spruce. 

Metal wing flttings and structural flttings in general are of crome vanadium 
steel of an ultimate strength of 150.000 pounds per square inch. 

All flying, landing and control wires are of standard woven ^g^oplane 

cord wire. in.,,...I r.ii I 
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Upper: A view of the NC-I at Kockaway Air Station. Lower: Godspeed, good luck and three cheers for the NC fliers as they leave Rock- 
away Air Station on the first leg of the trans-Atlantic flight 
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The NC-3 and NC-4 leaving Rockaway Air Station at 10 a. m 


May 8, 19t‘» 


IiileroRtional Kim 
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The NC-I leaving Trepassey. 


Warming up the motors of NC-3 at Trepassey through steam- 
pipes of U. S. S. “Prairie." 



The three NC planes in Trepassey bay on the morning of 

May 16, 1919. In the evening they left for the Azores. 


The NC-3 taking off at Trepassey. 
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Upper: The NC-4 landing at Ponta Delgada. Azores. She arrived at 2:24 p. m.. May 20. 1919. Her elapsed time in the air from Rockaway to this point was 32 hours. 
15 minutes. Lxmer left: NC>3 moored at Ponta Delgada. I3er fuel running low. the ship had descended May 17 at a point about 35 miles south of the island of 
Fayal. She managed to **taxi" to port under her own power, arriving at Ponta Delgada 53 hours later, the afternoon of May 19. having drifted and ** taxied" 209 
miles. Lower right: The NC>4 at Morta. Island of Fayal. She arrived here at 1:23 p. m. May 17. Her elapsed time in the air from Rockaway had been 30 
hours. 30 minutes. The ship was held at 1 lorta by fog and later a gale until May 20. She took off at 12:39 p. m. bound for Ponta Delgada Ini'I’ilm ij 
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Blue Jackets signalling to NC-4 on arrival at Lisbon 


Ceremonies aboard U. S. S. Shawmut in Lisbon harbor when Portu¬ 
guese foreign minister presented Lt Com Read and rest of crew of NC-4 with 
Grand Cross of Order of Tower and Sword. 



1 he NC-4 moored at Lisbon. 


T'L K i I If I I O Film 

« . . ™ taking oil from U. S. S. Shawmut at Lisbon preparatory to 

night to Plymouth. 
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l^ft: NC-4 flying over U. S. S. ‘‘Rochester" and ‘‘Aroostook’’ before alighting at Plymouth. E.ng.. at I :26 p. m.. May 31'. 1919. Her elapsed time in the air from 
Rockaway was 53 hours. 58 minutes. In this period the ship covered 4.513 miles. Upper right: Crew of NC-4 leaving ship to board launch of U. S. S. “Aroostook.** 
Lower right: Commander Read and the crew of the NC-4 being driven through the streets of Plymouth amid the acclamations of the people. hr. 
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Left: Crews of NC ships are guests of General Seeley of the British Army at the House of Commons. The personages in dark clothes are 
Lord Reading, Admiral Wemyss, the Prince of Wales and General Seeley. Lt. Com. Read is telling a joke to the Prince. Right: The Sec¬ 
retary of the Navy congratulates Lt. Com. Read. L. R.: Secretary Daniels, Lt. Com. Patrick N. L. Bellinger. Commander John H. Towers. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Assistant Secretary of the Navy. 



Left: Back home. Lt. Com. Read, upon his return to the United States, is met at the dock by Mrs. Read. Right: Lt. Com. Patrick N. L. 
Bellinger, Mrs. Bellinger, Com. John H. Towers and Mrs. Towers. Photographed in New York upon the return of the fliers. 
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Admiral W. S. Benson. ‘The distinguished Chief of Naval Operations honored at 
home and abroad for his wisdom, statesmanship and ability in his profession lias, with htl 
staff of experienced oAcers, rendered distinguished and important service.*' Report of 
Secretary of Navy 1918. 


Vice Admiral William S. Sims. "His brilliant services abroad won world-wide ad¬ 
miration and he demonstrated that he is worthy of the highest honors Congress can confer 
upon him." Report of Secretary of Navy 1919. 
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Admiral Henry T. Mayo. Commander-in-Chief of the Atlantic Fleet during the World 
War. '*Hc has given full proof of his leadership and the ability of the fleet to measure up 
to the reqinrcnients of %rar.*’ sa)rs the Secretary of the Navy in his report for 1918. “Dis¬ 
tinguished naval oflicers of allied nations have regarded the presence of the Atlantic Fleet, 
fit and ready. 3.000 miles from the seat of war. as one of the most potent factors in the naval 
strength.” 1 mn.ii • 


Vice Admiral Henry B. Wilson, who commanded all our naval activities in France 
with headquarters at Brest. •'One of the highest types of the American officer.** says the 
Secretary of the Navy in his report for 1918. 
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S. 




CO 


Rev Admiral Hugh Rodman wKo commanded the Sixth Battle Squadron ol the Gra^ 
Fleet. ‘The Squadron.** says Admiral Simi, ‘‘performed ei^lenc service and made the 
nmtt fa%*orable impretaion upon the chiefs of the Allied navies/* 
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1—Rear Admiral William C. Braisted, Surgeon General, U. S. N. 2—Rear Admiral Roger Welles, Director Naval Intelligence, U. S 
3—Rear Admiral Leigh Palmer, Chief Bureau of Navigation, U. S. N. 4—Admiral Robert E. Coontz, Chief Bureau of Operations. 
S. N. During war coipmanded Division Seven, Atlantic Fleet. 5—Rear Admiral Ralph Earle, Chief Bureau of Ordnance. U. S 
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r, 1 11 S N 2 -Rear Admiral R. S. Griffin. Chief Bureau of Engineering. U. S. R 

Rear Admiral Samuel McGowan P*y'"^«‘Y^;Xand 4 -Lar A^iral David W. Taylor. Chief Constructo^. S. N. 5 

Rear Admiral C. W. Parks Chief Bureau o Yards and j, ,5 , 9 , 8 . ^ 

ptain W. C. Watts. Judge Advocate General. U. S. IN.. Jan., ivi / Mp 
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Major General George Barnett. Major General Commandant, 
C. S. M. C., during the World War. 



1 

I 


A distinguished Marine, Major General Littleton W. T. 
Waller. 
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V The, 

United|States"^Mariiae: 





8oi« de la Brigada da Marina. Photo by Sehutx. 
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HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARINE CORPS, 


Washington, August 25 , 1921 


I MMEDIATELY UF>on the outbreak of the World War. thousands of 
the finest of young Americans sought service in the Marine Corps. Its 
slogan “First to Fight**—a quotation from the Marines* Hymn—attracted 
the adventurous spirit of America’s youth, and its ranks were filled with 
men of splendid physique, unusual intelligence, and high ideals. 

These young men brought to the Corps a fine enthusiasm, an intense 
energy, and an eager desire to meet and defeat the enemy without delay. 
They received from it the benefit of the practical knowledge and experience 
of the old time Marine, and the wonderful esprit de corps which had been 
handed down from generation to generation. 

From this combination there resulted the Fifth and Sixth Regiments 
and the Sixth Machine Gun Battalion. These organizations bear on their 
colors the names of Bois de Belleau and Bouresches. Soissons, St. Mihiel. 
Blanc Mont Ridge and St. Etienne-a-Arnes, and Meuse-Argonne. 

The record of these regiments has never been surpassed. No regiments 
fought harder or more victoriously, and no regiments of the American 
Expeditionary Forces suffered heavier losses. Their endurance, their skill, 
their valor and their victories have immortalized their names and the name 
of the Marine Corps. 




MAJ. GEN. JOHN A. LEJEUNE. MAJOR 
GENERAL COMMANDANT. U. S. M. C. 

'*Than whom America has no abler mili¬ 
tary leader ."—Annual Report of the Secretary 
of the Naoy, 1919. 

Gen. Lejeune assumed command of the 
Fourth Brigade (U. S. M. C.) July 26. 1918. 

On July 29. 1918. he became Commanding 
General. Second Division. Gen. Lejeune's 
citation for the Army Distinguished Service 
Medal is as follows: 

"He commanded the Second Division in 
the successful operations of Thiaucourt. Massif 
Blanc Mont. St. Mihiel. and on the west bank 
of the Meuse. In the Argonne-Meuse offen¬ 
sive his division was directed with such sound 
military judgment and ability that it broke 
and held, by the vigor and rapidity of execu¬ 
tion of its attack, enemy lines which had 
hitherto been considered impregnable." 
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“United States Volunteers” was the proud title recruits in the United States Marine Corps could claim. The picture shows a detachment of recruits who have just 
arrived at the depot at Parris Island. S. C. At the beginning of the war the course of recruit instruction at Parris Island was of eight weeks’ duration and. with but 
very few exceptions, every recruit passing through the depot received eight weeks’ instruction. The total number of recruits handled at Parris Island from April 6^ 
1917. to Nov. 1 1 . 1918. was 46.202. At the Mare Island. Cal., depot the total number of recruits handled in the same period was U,9O||j20^ j^y 
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DENBY OF THE MARINES 
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B rigadier general A; w. catlin, 

U. S. M. C., in his interesting book, “With 
the Help of God and a few Marines** quotes the 
letters of Bill, a gallant young Marine recruit, 
to his father. Among other things Bill wrote:— 


Parris Island. S. C.. July —. 1918. 

Dear Dad:— 

This morning after chow we went into an open-air 
pavilion and heard Captain Denby give his famous talk 
on what was expected of us Marines. Captain Denby is 
an ex-Congressman from Michigan, and he surely must 
have been an easy victor in his race for office, for he held 
us all spellbound as he described the duties of a Marine— 
where a Soldier of the Sea must go. what he is expected 
to do. how he must conduct himself, and the penalty 
imposed in war time for touching a drop of intoxicating 
liquor. Truth and the esprit de corps of the Marines 
seemed to be the theme of this oracle whom they call the 
“Daddy” of the Marine Corps. They all went up to him 
after it was over—all those who could get near him—just 
to shake hands and hear a few words more. A lot of the 
fellows who had lied when they enlisted went up to square 
themselves, and the Captain looked more like he might 
be their own father than either a Congressman or a Cap¬ 
tain of Marines. He is a big man in stature as well as 
spirit. Even 1. who have learned to respect the uniform 
of Marine officers with respect born of confidence and 
esteem, forgot that Denby was anything so formidable 
as a Captain, and I told him about you and your fight 
for the City Council last Fall. He put his arm around 
my shoulder and his face lit up with all the enthusiasm 
of a man who knows men and loves them from the bottom 
of his heart. This. 1 think, will prove to be one of the 
biggest experiences of my camp life, for then and there 1 
resolved to be a Marine in every sense of the word, first, 
last, and all the time, and try to uphold the splendid tradi¬ 
tions of the Corps. 

Love to all. 


Bill 


Further on in his narrative General CatUn pre¬ 
sents extracts from Captain (later Major) Den¬ 
by *s speech to the lads at Parris Island. .We 
take the liberty of quoting two:— 

“You will at the end of your training. I hope, find that 
you have learned four things supremely well—obedience, 
discipline, how to shoot well, and how to use the rifle with 
the l^yonet. If you will have developed your bodies and 
made them strong, quick, and hard, and learn those four 
things, you will be Marines. All things else can be easily 
built upon that foundation, and all things else that you 


are required to learn are comparatively easy, once you 
have thoroughly mastered those four. Those are the four 
great elements of the foot soldier.” 

♦ * 

“Then, too, remember this. There is no man of us but 
has left at home some woman. It may be a mother, a 
wife, a sister, a daughter, or only a girl. But there is some 
woman vitally interested in each one of us. Let me say 
to you that ours is the easy part, no matter what suffering 
or hardships we have to undergo. You come here to the 
island and you go through work that is hard and trying, 
but that only needs a man’s spirit in a man's body. And 
all the while you are learning new things. You are learn¬ 
ing the art of a soldier. Your bodies are being built up 
and there are things of interest constantly coming to your 
attention. And so it will be throughout all your service, 
until perhaps you find yourselves on the battlefields of 
Europe. Even there, amid the horrors of which we have 
read so much, you will find the curious joy and exaltation 
of battle. After the guns begin to roll and the first tremor 
of nervousness is over, you will find the lust of battle to 
possess you. You will want to get at the enemy. Every 
man who has ever been under fire knows what I mean. 
And if the white road of duty shall lead to the soldier's 
rave, after all. is that so terrible? You will never again 
ave a chance to offer your lives in so noble a cause. All 
through your service you will have the pride and glory of 
the thought that you are offering all for humanity and for 
your country, and that is enough to make things seem 
easy. You may think me childish. Perhaps I am, but 
to me the sight of the flag tak^ the hurt and the pain out 
of most things. To me the flag seems like some beautiful 
spirit, lovingly brooding always over our shipsatseaand our 
camps at home and the battle line of our men at war, the 
spirit of a nation looking down in sympathy upon its sons. 
“They do not have that at home—our women. They 
only work and work and work for us. and then they pray. 
And pray for three things: First, that the war shall be 
soon over, and most earnestly may we join in that; and 
then that their men. whoever they may be. will come home 
again alive out of the struggle, and we can again join in 
that. But we cannot promise: that is on the knees of 
the gods, in the hands of fate. We may go home; we 
may not; we cannot control our destiny. And then they 
pray that, if we do come home, we shall come as clean and 
decent and upright and honorable gentlemen as we left— 
and we can do that. Nowhere in the world does a man 
stand more squarely on his own feet, to make or mar his 
character, than in the military service. We can go home 
clean if we want to. So remember always, if you want to 
go back worthy to look your women in the face, if you 
want to go back and have them glad you came and not 
sorry that some kindly bullet did not leave you on the field 
of honor over there—it is up to you. men; it is up to you." 



COMRADE OF SAILOR AND MARINE.—Sergeant Edwin Denby. United States Marine Corps at Parris Island Recruit Depot. In the Spanish American War he 
was Gunner's Mate on the U. S. S. Yosemite. At the outbreak of the World War Mr. Denby. who had been a member of Congress from the first Michigan district 
for three terms, enlisted as a private in the Marine Corps. He passed through successive ranks to a majority. President Harding appointed Mr Denby '^Secretarv T 

of the Navy in March. 1921. I ^ . \rS I /> 
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SCENES AT PARRIS ISLAND. I—The old dry dock. 2—The Lyceum. 3—Officers* quarters. 4—The main training station. 
5—Tents and maneuver grounds beyond. 6—The target range. 7—It is a habit of the Marines to push. 8—Wall scaling. 9—A 
company street. Photos from Master Sergeant C. Hundertmark, formerly U. S. M. C.. now 48th Inf.. U. S. A. 
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If Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Elngland. Belleau Wood. Soissons, Thiaucourt. Blanc Mont and the east bank of the Meuse, were won on the drill 
grounds of Parris Island. Mare Island and Quantico. “The ultimate purpose of all military training is the battle. This purpose should always be kept uppermost in 
mind and all efforts should be directed to this end.*' Nowhere was energy more intensely devoted to vitalizing this maxim than at the Marine training camps. 
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Bayonet exercise at Parris Island. 


The pistol range. Parris Island. 
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A color company at the Recruit Depot, Parris Island. 


The colors, Parris Island. 
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SCENES AT QUANTICO RECRUIT DEPOT. I—Brig. Gen. John A. Lejeune (later Maj. Gen.) was the assistant to the Major General Commandant from Dec 
14. 1914. to Sept. 26. 1917. when he was transferred to Quantico. Va.. to command the Marine barracks. Photo shows Gen. Lejeune and aides at (^antico early in 
1918. 2—Machine gun company. 3—Marine artillery. 4—The Potomac at Quantico. 5—Lewis gun practice. 6—“On guard." 7—Presentation of colors 
Quantico. 8—Retreat. 9—A Lewis gun crew 
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I—Aiming the Lewis gun. 2—Maneuvers at Quantico. 3—Disarming an adversary. 4—An anti-aircraft gun crew. 
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Maj. Gen. Cugliomotti of the Italian Military Mission applauds the 

Marines on review at Quantico so vehemently that it arouses the merriment Secretary of the Navy and Col. Smedley D. Butler at Quantico. 

of Maj. Gen. George Barnett, commandant. Standing witii his arms folded is 
Col (later Brig. Gen.) Charles A. Doyen. Conversing with him is Col. 

(later Brig. Gen.) Smedley D. Butler. 



Col. [>oyen'8 5th Regt. of Marines revie%vecl by Maj. Gen. Barnett the 
day the organization left for France. June 14. 1917. In rear of Gen. Barnett 
is Maj. Gen. Littleton W. T. Waller. Col. Doyen commanded the 5th Regt. 
from the date of its organization June 7. 1917. to October 29. 1917. 



Detachments of the 5th Marines leaving Quantico for ‘*Ovcr_^^ere.*' 
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With cheers the 5th Regt., U. S. M. C., departs for France. Members of Col. Doyen’s command just before disembark- 

Another year found them world famous. ation at St. Nazaire, June 26, 1917. 



The first formation on French soil. 
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Landing on the docks at'St. Nazaire. 
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Arrival of the Fifth Regiment of Marines at St. Nazaire. On June 14. 1917. the first expedition of American troops left the United States for France and the Fifth 
Regiment of Marines, embarked on the naval transports Henderson and Hancock, and the auxiliary cruiser DeKalb. formed approximately one-hfth of it. The DeKalb 
arrived at St. Nazaire. France. June 26. 1917. the Henderson on June 27. 1917. and the Hancock on July 2. 1917. On June 27. 1917. the Commanding Officer of the 
Fifth Regiment reported to the Commanding General. First Division. American Expeditionary Forces, and from that date the Fifth Regimenwas considered as 
being detached for service with the army by direction of the President. 
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SCENEIS AT ST. NAZAIRE. I—“On June 28 the Second and Third Battalions went ashore from the Henderson for a practice march." 2—“The following day 
the First Battalion erected tents for the regiment on a camp site a short distance outside of St. Nazaire.’* 3—“By 8 P. M. July 3. the entire Fifth Regiment was ashore 

under canvas." A —German prisoners. 5—The Marines lost no time in getting acquainted. 6—French visitors in camp. 7—Currying a “leather-neck.^^_^8—Pup 

tents at St. Nazaire. 9—The mess line. 
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“Homines 40, Chevaux 8.” The Fifth Regiment of Marines, less the Third Battalion, which remained behind to perform guard duty, 
and other detached units and officers, proceeded to the Gondrecourt training area. July 13. 1917. 
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riie 5th Regt. was stationed in Menaucourt and Naix 
(Gondrecourt area). Some of its members are seen arriving at 
Menaucourt by truck. 


d he band of the Chasseurs Alpins, stationed at Menau¬ 
court. played the “Star Spangled Banner” when the Marines 
came. 



With flowers and cries of “Soyez les bienvenus!** the chil¬ 
dren of Menaucourt greeted the Marines. 


The close freemasonry between kids and American fighting 
men. 
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MENAUCOURT in the Condrecourt training area where the Fifth Regiment of Marines was billeted. "Training was carried on in this area under the direction ol 
the Chasseurs Alpins. from July 23 to Sept. 7. 1917. This 'instruction with Chasseurs Alpins troops was started by a demonstration at their camp, some miles distant, 
of the various phases of attack and defense trench work.’ " Inset (left): Lieut. Col. (later Brig. Gen.) Logan Feland. who had joined the Fifth Regiment June 27, 
1917 Inset (right): Col. Charles A. Doyen, Commanding Officer. Fifth Regiment, in a French helmet. 
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The entente at Menaucourt. 


The regimental band. 
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Beaucoup des francs.** The first pay day in France. 


Col. Charles A. Doyen (officer in center), Maj. Harry R. 
Lay (officer at left) and Maj. Frederic M. Wise (officer at right) 
at Menaucourt. 


Divine service at Menaucourt conducted by Chaplain G. 
Livingston Bayard. 


They weren*t porcelain bowls but quite as satisfactory. 
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Practice with the Chauchat automatic rifle. 


Right in the heart 
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I - Baseball at Menaucourt. 2—Horse Marines. 3—A member of the family. 4—Grenade practice. 5—Learning how to hurl the grenade. 6—Getting acquainted 
with the gas mask. 7—Entering and leaving gas chamber at Gondrecourt. 8—Using French respiraton 9—Bayonet exercise at Damblain. 
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I—On August 1. 1917. General Pershing inspected the First and Second Battalions of the Fifth Reginvent at Menaucourt and Naix. Walking abreast of General 
Pershing is Colonel Doyen and at the extreme right is General Harbord. First Chief of Staff. A. F. F.. who was later to command the Marines. 2 —Color bearers of 


the Fifth Marines at Menaucourt. 3 Brig. Gen Andre W. Brewster. Inspector General. A. 
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^th Marines. 4—Marines standing inspection 
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AF)ril I. 1918. ' ^^aJ. Edwin N. McClellan. U. S. M C 


Marine receiving first aid before being sent to 
l.ospital in rear of trenches. 1 onion sec tor. Marc h 

22. 1918. 
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To the Fifth Marines was assifi^ned the sub-sector, Montgirmont-Les Eparges. part of the Verdun front, the Regimental Post of Command being located at C 
Ravin. During the occupation of the sub-sectors on the Verdun front every battalion of the Fourth Brigade served in the front line, sending out patrols each night 
and at times raiding parties, occupied machine gun positions, established listening posts, built telephone lines and established first aid stations 


Marine sentinel on guard during gas attack. March 27. P)1H 


vjcri 1. 


r> • — ^ ^ y rWljUiclIII. iviclj. I |. iV 

Smith (left) and the commanding officer of the battalion occupying tl 
advanced position, made an inspection throughout the trenches in the sul. 
sector occupied by the Marines. March 22. 1918 The part of the line wher 
this photograph was taken was commanded yj>^t ^ol _f'. (right 

Cen Doyen covered eight miles of trencjie? 


miles of trenches 
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I — Marines bury comrades with military honors at P. C. Moscou, April 12. 1918. 2 -A gas alarm at P. C. Moscou. April 20, 1918. 3—Brig. Gen. Doyen at P. C 

Moscou, April 20. 1918. On April 25, 1918. Gen. Doyen assumed command of the Northern Sector, comprising the sub-sectors of Moulainville and Ronvaux. The 
French brigade occupying this sector with the Marine Brigade moved to another sector. ^—Mail was delivered direct to thedugouts. P. C. Moscou. April 17, 1918 
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1—Marine (6th Regt.) transporting carrier pigeons to trenches in order to send messages back to headquarters when all other forms of communication were inter¬ 
rupted. Sommedieue. April 30. 1918. 2—A toast to the Allies. P. C. Moscou. April 16. 1918. The censor at the Army War College withheld this photograph 

during th'e war. 3—Marines of the Sixth Regiment at mess. Sommedieue. April 29. 1918. 4—Camp Chiffoure. P. C.. Moscou. 
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GAS. Members of the Sixth Regiment of Marines in the Verdun sector r^ponding to a gas alarm, April 30, 1918. **On April 12, 1918, the Sixth Regiment had received 
its first heavy losses when the 74th (A) Company. First Battalion, then in reserve at Camp Fontaine St. Robert, was heavily shelled, the majority of the shells l^ing 
gas. The enemy fire was extremely accurate, catching the men in their billets before they had a chance to escape. All officers were evacuated in a serious condition 
and about two hundred and twenty men were also affected by the gas. forty of them dying later as a result of this first severe bombardment.” Major E. N. McClellan, 

U. 5. M. C. 
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I—Colonel Manus McCloskey, commanding officer, 12th F. A.. 2nd Div., at Verdun, April 30. 1918. The 12th F. A. was the immediate and main artillery support of 
the Marines in all their actions in France. A very fine relationship existed between the Marines and the 12th F. A. Col. McCloskey later was appointed a brigadier 
general and assigned to command the 152nd F. A. Brig.. 77th Div. 2—Burros used by men of the 6th Marines to carry food to the trenches. Verdun sector. April 


I assign! 

30. 1918. 3—‘‘Taps.** canine mascot of the Marines 

Sixth Marine Regiment. Sommedieue. April 30. 1918. 
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ling fitted with a new gas mask. Verdun sector. April 30. 1918. 4—Dispatch 
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Bomb-proof dugouts at Sommedieue used as headquarters of the Sixth Regiment of Marines. April 30, 1918. 
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Maj. Gen. Omar Bundy. Commanding General. 2nd Div.. and Col. 
Albertus W. Catlin. 6th Regt. Marines, at the front near Sommedieue. April 
30. 1918. On Aug. 4. 1917, the President had directed the organization of 
the 6th Regt. Col. Catlin. with his staff, arrived in France. Nov. 1. 1917. 
I he last element arrived at St. Nazaire. Feb. 6. 1918 Training was begun 
in the Bourmont area. The 4th Brig, organization, including the 6th Regt., 
was perfected Feb. 10 1918 
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‘ 'Calvaire 


member of the Fifth 
near Sommedieue, 


Regiment of 
May 13. 19. 


Marines meditating before a 
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. lauing through :>otnmc<lieue. IVlay II. IVIO. on their return Irom the trenches. Inset; Brig. Gen. James G. Marbord who assumed command of the Fourth 
Brigade of Marines. May 7. 1918. Gen Harbora succeeded Gen. Doyen who had been ordered to the United States on account of his physical condition. Gen. Doyen's departure was deeply deplored. 
In a letter to him Gen. Pershing said in peft: “Your service has been satisfactory and your command is considered one of the best in France. I have nothing but praise for the service you have rendered 
in this command." Gen Harhord wrote to Gen. Doyen; " I assure you that it is with very genuine regret that I find myself in a way to inherit your fine brigade at the espense ofAmerican Elapedi* 
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CHATEAU THIERRY in whose vicinity the United States Marines won imperahable renown. **On June I. 1918. elements of the Fourth Brigade of Marines 
marched toward the line northwest of Chateau Thierry, whm the Germans vrere still advancing. Fourth Brigade Headquarters was established at IssonM Farmhouse 
on the afternoon of June 1. 1918. and a line was established immediately behind the French units which had bem forced to retreat slowly under pressure vmich the Ger¬ 
mans %vere bring^ to bear. 1^ French had orders to drop back through the American line with the idea of taking up a position in rear and again d^^ing the Ger- 

m.™,” May. N. u. s. M. c. Digitized by ^O 
















THE BATTLE OF BELLEAU WOOD 

‘The Gettysburg of the War*’—General John J. Pershing. “For the United States, the Biggest^ Battle Since Appomattox 
and of the Greatest Magnitude of Any Engagement That American Troops Had Ever Had With a Foreign Enemy. Not 
in the Revolution, the Mexican War or the Spanish Conflict Had as Many Soldiers Participated in a Single Engagement.” 

BY MAJOR EDWIN N. McCLELLAN, OFFICER IN CHARGE, HISTORICAL SECTION, U. S. M. C. 


T hat a possibly fatal upset of psychological 
values did not occur in favor of the Germans in 
June. 1918. was due to the wonderful refusal of 
the Marines, and the other troops of the American 
Second Division, to recognize a superiority which 
had been so impressively demonstrated by the Ger^ 
man^in 1918 over the Allies. 

If the subsequent successes of the American sol> 
dier had anything to do with the final military result 
of the war. the month of June saw the pwii^ of the 
mental and spiritual superiority and initiative from 
Teuton to Allies. There comes a grand moment in 
every struggle when the mind of one opponent con* 
cedes superiority. This may be long before the 
inevitable decision, but such a moment thepe is. 
In the World War. heavy blovrs ivere struck and 
ghastly losses inflicted even after this recognition by 
the Germans that the fighting quality of the Amer¬ 
ican soldier—as typified oy the American Marines— 
was too huge an obstacle to surmount or to pass 
around. 

General Pershing wrote that **durmg the first 
days of June something akin to a panic seized the 
city [Paris], and it was estimated that 1.000.000 
people left during the spring of 1918.*' There is 
abundant evidence that everybody believed that 
Paris was lost unless some saving factor intervened. 

Imagine, if you will, what would have hai^ned. 
had the Marines and the remainder of the Second 
Division troops failed at that time. The psycho* 
logical effect, diffusing through the German annies. 
would have galvanu^ the Germans into an irre¬ 
sistible force and at the same time rendered the 
morale fibre of the Allies more flabby than ever. 
Public opinion would have been conclusively con¬ 
firmed that German propaganda, as to the inferi¬ 
ority of the American soldier, was a fact. The Ger¬ 
mans had orders that the Americans must be pre¬ 
vented from gaining any advantage regardless of 
cost and their disappointment over the American 
successes produced a feeling of utter hopelessness. 

GALVANIZING ALLIED MORALE 

It was not that these Americans, as General 
Pershing said, saved Paris, but that the sacrificial 
successes of an unknovm ouality^the American 
soldier—resuscitated the jaded spirit of the Allies 
and vivified the will to win. As a result of these 
victories the soul of the Allies was revived and that 
of the Germans chilled with despair The effect was 


a double gain for the Allies. From then on the 
Germans realized that their efforts would be futile. 
The British no longer fought with their "backs to 
the wall.** and the French, with Paris saved, and 
with reborn hope and faith in the Americans met 
the subsequent German offensives with a rejuve¬ 
nated morale. The last two offensives of the Ger¬ 
mans were met by the Allies inspired with a 
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knowledge that they possessed a new and poi^rful 
Reserve, and this knowledge was a vital factor in the 
final result. 

The year 1918 saw the Western Front in Fran^. 
like a huge wall of rubber, bend in five places to its 
elastic limit, then snap back and move northward 
until it rested in Rineland. 


Get out your map of Europe and note carefully 
the towns of Ypres. Armentieres. Arras. Amiens. 
Noyon. Montdidier. Soissons. Rheims, and Chateau- 
Thierry. for with these located you will be able to 
review intelligently the frantic efforts between 
March and July. 1918. of the Germans to bring the 
war to a successful conclusion in their favor. 

Stopped before Amiens, after a mad rush in 
March of thirty-five miles across the old Somme 
battlefield, the Germans rested for a breathing spell: 
then, with interior communications working 
smoothly, the pushing weight was shifted in April 
to bend the line in demoralizing fashion along a 
twenty-five mile front farther north in the vicinity 
of'Armentieres. the loss of Passchendaele Ridge 
gassing morale; next, on May 27th came the third 
and mightiest bending of them all and the supreme 
surprise ol the war, in the Marne Salient. 

The stands of our Allies in holding the first two 
pushes of the Germans near Amiens and Armen¬ 
tieres were grand, and the fourth and fifth defenses 
near Noyon and Rheims ivere superb, but it was in 
this thii^ defensive in the Marne Salient in June 
that the Marines and the Second Division met the 
Teuton at the flood and turned the tide. 

SAVING PARIS 

General Pershing reported that the Second 
Division "on the morning of June I. was deployed 
across the Chateau-Thierry-Paris Road near 
Montreuil-aux-Lions in a gap in the French line, 
where it stopped the German advance on Paris." 

The President of the United States said: "Our 
redoubtable Soldiers and Marines had already closed 
the gap the enemy had succeeded in opening for 
their advance upon Paris —had already lurn^ the 
tide of katiie back toeoard the frontiers of France and 
begun the rout that was to save Europe and the 
World. Thereafter the Germans %yere to he always 
forced back, back: were never to thrust successfully 
forward again.** On another occasion the President 
wrote: "We are intensely proud of their whole 
record, and are glad to have had the whole world 
see how irresistible they are in their might when a 
cause which America holds dear is at stake. The 
whole nation has reason to be proud of them.** 

One who was in France during the week preceding 
the Battle of Belleau Wood. " the most anxious and 
gloomy period of the entire war." wrote: "It is the 
general impression that the tide of victory set in 
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with Marshal Foch's splendid movement against 
the German flank on July 18th |Aisne-Mame Offen¬ 
sive). That movement, it is true, started the irre¬ 
sistible sweep of the wave which was destined to 
engulf and destroy the hideous power of Prussianism. 
But the tide which gathered and drove forward the 
waters out of which that wave arose had turned 
before. It turned with and through the supreme 
valor of our Marines and other American troops in 
the first battle at Chateau-Thierry and at Belleau 
Wood, in the first week June/' 

Colonel De Chambrun and Captain De Mar- 
renches. two French officers, wrote: **An American 
journal of operations now before us estimates that 
the commencement of the German withdrawal on 
July 18th was a direct consequence of the action 
above-described. (Capture of Hill 142. Bouresches. 
Belleau Wood and Vaux.) There is excellent reason 
to sustain this opinion.*' 

“GETTYSBURG OF WAR * 

“The Gettysburg of the war has been fought!" 
exclaimed General Pershing at Headquarters of the 
Second Division located at Montreuil-aux-Lions 
during the fateful month of June in the year 1918. 
and as events turned subsequently this ejaculation' 
of the American Commander-in-Chief was prophetic. 

If you had asked the French in May. 1918. 
whether the Germans would ever attack between 
Rheims and Soissons. they would have laughed, 
politely, no doubt, but laughed nevertheless. Yet 
the German did hurdle Chemin-des-Dames and in 
four days had marched thirty-five miles toward 
Paris. His line started on a twenty-two mile front 
between Soissons and Rheims and a dagger-like 
salient was directed at the heart of Paris with the 
east blade touching the Marne and the point resting 
at Les Mares Ferme. This farm is about two and 
one-half miles west of and nearer Paris than Bois de 
Belleau. which is about five miles nearer Paris than 
Chateau-Thierry. 

The first two oflensives made such inroads upon 
French and British reserves that defeat was inevi- 
t able unless the American troops should prove avail¬ 
able and capable. General Pershing, on September 
1. 1919. one and a quarter years after the event, re¬ 
ported that this seemingly irresistible oflensive was 
“directed towards Paris” and that the plan of the 
German military mind was to use the Marne River 
as a defensive flank in the route to that city. At any 
rate the Germans never undertook a direct offensive 
along the Paris-Metz road through Chateau-Thierry 
but occupied that town. s%vung to the west of it and 
descend^ l>erpendicularly toward the road from the 
north. In view of this it is evident that the Germans 
wasted no great energy in any attempt to cross the 
Marne at Chateau-Thierry. 

As a matter of historical record no Marine ever 
fought in Chateau-Thierry during the month of 
June. 1918. because every one of them was occupied 
in blocking the German in his effort to reach Paris 
over a route to the westward of that town through 
Belleau Wood. In this connection it might be ex¬ 
plained that the name Chateau-Thierry was made 
prominent not because of any heavy fighting in it 
but because it was the neai^t well-known town to 


Belleau Wood, in and around which occurred im¬ 
portant operations and tragic losses. Since this fact 
has become generally known the names “Battle of 
Belleau Wood” or “Marne Salient” have to a 
extent supplanted the name “Chateau-Thierry.” 

THROWN ACROSS GAP 

In a paragraph here is what happened. On 
Decoration ID^y. the Second Division, including the 
Marine Brigade located in the vicinity of Chaumont- 
en-Vexin. northwest of Paris, under orders to enter 
the lines in the vicinity of Montdidier. received 
imperative orders to swing to the south and place 
themselves between Paris and the rapidly advancing 
Germans. By hiking and by use of all kinds of trans¬ 
portation the Soldiers and Marines passed through 
the suburbs of Paris, established a line early on 
June 1st across the Paris-Metz road near Le Thiolet. 
“in a gap in the French line, where it stopped the 
German advance on Paris. ” (Pershing.) 

Of the fighting at this time, which had such resus¬ 
citating results, certain events stand forth most 
prominently: the wonderful defensive fighting from 
June I to June 6th. including the eventful Les Mares 
Ferme incident—the capture of Hill 142—the six 
“Iron and Blood” attacks in Belleau Wood, includ¬ 
ing the spectacular capture of Bouresches. ending on 
the 26th of June with Shearer's historic message— 
and the capture of Vaux (by the Third Brigade). 

The Fourth Brigade of Marines fought through¬ 
out the war as one of the two infantry brigades of 
the magnificent Second Division. The first com¬ 
manding general of this division was Brigadier Gen¬ 
eral Charles A. Doyen of the Marines: it then was 
commanded in turn by Major General (Jmar Bundy 
in the 'Battle of Belleau Wood; by Major General 
James G. Harbord at Soissons; and last by Major 
General John A. Lejeune of the Marines, in the 
Marbache Sector. St. Mihiel Offensive. Battle of 
Blanc Mont Ridge. Meuse-Argonne Offensive, in¬ 
cluding the crossing of the Meuse River and through¬ 
out the time it was a part of the Army of (Occupation 
in Germany. 

The Marine Brigade consisted of the Fifth Regi¬ 
ment. which had landed in France among the first 
arrivals of the American Expeditionary Forces, the 
Sixth Regiment.. and the Sixth Machine Gun 
Battalion. 

CREDIT TO OnTHER ELEMENTS 

Tribute is here paid in the fullest sense that 
can be expressed in a single sentence to the 
other elements of the Second Division, from 
every standpoint the leading division of the 
American Expeditionary Forces. 

These troops were the Ninth Infantry, the Twen¬ 
ty-third Infantry, and the Fifth Machine Gun 
Battalion, of the Third Infantry Brigade: the 
Twelfth. Fifteenth and Seventeenth Field Artillery, 
and Second Trench Mortar Battery, of the Second 
Field Artillery Brigade; the Second Engineers. 
Fourth Machine Gun Battalion. First Field Signal 
Battalion. Second Headquarters Train and Military 
Police. Second Ammunition Train. Second Elngineer 
Train. Second Supply Train, and Second Sanitary 
Train. 


The Bois de Belleau has been described as “a 
rocky elongated knoll a mile long and a half mile 
wide” and also likened to the turretted castle of the 
Engineers* insignia. Another description has pic¬ 
tured it as a huge bear sitting upright on his 
haunches, his muzzle pointing west. The view from 
the outside of this vast mass nearly rectangular in 
shape, gives the impression that the whole area is 
covered with boulders. This is due to the fact that 
the outcropping of the huge boulders exists where 
the ground drops away from the general elevations 
of the wood to the flats immediately surrounding it. 
At nearly every point the wood rises very sharply 
from the surrounding fields, with a mass of under¬ 
brush covering the mightiest sort of rock formation, 
and traversed by ravines and gullies. The short, 
thick growth is most pronounced in the area without 
boulders, while in many parts lofty trees were 
growing. In other parts the brush was so thick that 
men could pass unnoticed within a few feet of each 
other. Due to the undergrowth it would be most 
difficult to exercise command of even a- small unit 
and keep a formation. This topography lent itself 
excellently to machine gun positions and nests and 
such are difficult to reduce even with heavy guns. 
The Germans had taken advantage of the natural 
strength of this position and had organized it 
artificially with method and rapidity. 

The “Battle of Belleau Wood.” as General 
Pershing officially called it. %ras for the United 
States the biggest battle since Appomattox and of 
the greatest magnitude of any engagement that 
American troops had ever had with a foreign enemy. 
Not in the Revolution, the Mexican War. or the 
Spanish conflict, had as many soldiers participated 
in a single engagement. (Simonds.) 


“THE FLAMING TEST” 

**Belleau Wood! To American cars the very 
name has in it a resonant clangor. like the name of 
Waterloo or Verdun, which stirs recollections of 
days big with fate:” wrote Captain Hanson in the 
American Legion Weekly* “days when the armies of 
civilization were reeling before the blows of their 
enemies and when the people of the United States 
waited breathlessly for the advance guards of their 
own armed hosts, treading for the first time the soil 
of Europe, to prove alike to doubting friend and foe 
the courage, the perseverance and the irresistible 
audacity which they well knew the soldiers of their 
race would display when put to the flaming test on 
the field of battle.” 


The Germans had been prompt to recognize the 
value of Belleau Wood as« place of concealment for 
the assembly of infantry and machine guns to con¬ 
tinue their advance on Paris. It had the protection 
of their artillery, placed in concealed positions to 
the north. The border of the forest facing the 
Americans extended for about 1.100 yards, conceal¬ 
ing behind its thick screen of foliage many clearings 
and hollows overgrown with brush and under- 

? growths; scattered among these thickets were to be 
ound large rocks and boulders which offered 
veritable strongholds on which the enemy had 
mounted machine guns and under which he had 
installed shellproof retreats in the form of natural 
caves and grottoes. 
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The order signed by the Commanding General of 
the French Sixth Army. June 30. 1918. which 
changed the name of the Bois de Belleau to the Bois 
de la Brigade de Marine, describes this wood as 
‘*the important stronghold of Belleau >X^ood.*‘ 
while the citation of the Fourth Brigade in French 
Army Orders. October 22. 1918. states that it was 
“extremely difficult ground." and that the Marines 
seized “two strongholds of paramount importance: 
The village of Bouresches. and the strongly fortified 
position of Belleau Wood." 

IMPORTANCE OF BELLEAU WOOD 

A successful attack from it would result in a 
capture of the Paris-Metz road, the main source of 
supply, and compel the Allies either to fight with 
their backs to the Marne or cross it with probable 
disastrous results. Jts possession by the Germans 
was essential since it afforded a direct route to the 
Paris-Metz road behind a screen of rocky thickets, 
cover to the road leading from Chateau-Thierry to 
Soissons. and a pivot of manoeuvre for a movement 
southward through Gandelu. 

The French considered it necessary that the Bois 
de Belleau. hlill 142. and Bouresches be captured 
and issued orders to advance the line whenever 
opportunity offered. General Degoutte saw the 
importance of Belleau Wood and was in full accord 
with the desire of the Americans to capture it as 
soon as FK>ssible. General I larbord and the Marines 
believed that its capture was absolutely necessary, 
and. although that question was not decided by 
them, they undertook its capture in obedience to 
orders from Headquarters of the Sixth French Army 
with which General llarbord was in strong 
sympathy. 

If the complete story of how the Marines and the 
rest of the Second Division managed to get from 
near Chaumont-en-Vexin to the vicinity of Belleau 
Wood is ever written, it will be an epic. Arrive there 
they did. however, and*ready to go into the line 
There was a hole in the Allied line it is a fact 
Efforts to stop the gap had failed. Could the 
Marines and Soldiers prove more successful*:^ 
Could the menacing wedge of the Germans along 
the Paris-Metz Road toward Paris be blocked> 
History contains nothing more splendidly affirm¬ 
ative than the satisfying answers that the American 
Marines and Soldiers made to these two very big 
questions. 

When the Fourth Brigade of Marines arrived in 
the Marne Salient, the sector which it took over 
was occupied by the 21 si French Army Corps 
under command of General Degoutte and belonged 
to the Sixth French Army. General Degoutte 
assumed command of the Sixth French Army and 
was succeeded in command of the 21st Corps by 
(General Naulin on June 15th. The 21st Corps was 
replaced on June 21st by the 3rd Corps under 
Cjeneral Lebrun Major General Omar Bundy 
commanded the American Second Division. 

HARBORD IN COMMAND 

Brigadier General James G. Harbord. U. S. Army, 
having assumed command of the Fourth Brigade of 
Marines on May 7. 1918. continued in command of 


the Brigade during the entire period in which the 
Marines were engaged in the Aisne defensive and 
during the subsequent operations in the Marne 
Salient. 

Brigadier General Harbord’s staff consisted of 
Major Harry R. Lay. U. S. Marine Corps. Adjutant; 
Major Holland M. Smith. U. S. Marine Corps. 
Liaison and Intelligence Officer; First Lieutenant 
Fielding S. Robinson. U. S. Marine Corps. Aide; 
Second Lieutenant Richard N. Williams. 2nd U. S. 
Army. Aide; from June I to 4. 1918. Second Lieu¬ 
tenant Claggett Wilson. U. S. Marine Corps, acted 
as personnel liaison officer between Brigadier 
General Harbord and General Degoutte; Second 
Lieutenant Carl R. Dietrich. U. S Marine Corps. 
Aide and f3istorian. from June 28. 1918. prior to 
which date Lieutenant Dietrich performed similar 
duties as an enlisted man; Quartermaster Clerk 
Thomas Domey. and Sergeant Major William J. 
Geary, who. on June 25. 1918. was “killed in action 
at Bois de Belleau. France, by shell fire, while lead¬ 
ing a platoon against the enemy “ 

OFFICERS WHO LED MARINES 

Colonel Wendell C. Neville was in command of 
the Fifth Regiment, with Lieutenant Colonel Logaa 
Feland second in command; Captain George K 
Shuler was Adjutant and Statistical Officer of thd 
Fifth Regiment; Major JuliusS. Turrill. commanded 
the First Battalion of the Fifth Regiment; Lieu 
tenant Colonel Frederic M. Wise was in command of 
the Second Battalion. Fifth Regiment, until June 
22. 1918. reporting to the School of the Line 
Langres. on June 23. 1918: Major Ralph S Keyser 
relieved Lieutenant Colonel Wise in command of the 
Second Battalion. Fifth Regiment, on June 23. 
1918. continuing in command during the remainder 
of these operations; Major Benjamin S. Berry was 
in command of the Third Battalion. Fifth Regiment, 
until he was severely wounded in action on June 6. 
1918. being relieved on that date by Major Maurice 
E. Shearer, who retained command of the battalion 
throughout the remainder of this period; Captain 
Henry L. Larsen was in command of the Third 
Battalion. Fifth Regiment, for a short time on June 
6. 1918. between the time Major Berry was wounded 
and the lime that Major Shearer assumed command 

Colonel Albertus W. Catlin commanded the Sixth 
Regiment until he was seriously wounded in action 
on June 6. 1918. being relieved on that date by 
Lieutenant Colonel I larry Lee. who retained com¬ 
mand of the regiment during the remainder of the 
OF>erations; prior to assuming command of the Sixth 
Regiment. Lieutenant Colonel Lee was Second-in- 
Command of the Sixth Regiment. “Regimental 
Strategy Officer.” and “Adviser to Regimental 
Commander": Lieutenant Colonel I liram 1. Bearss 
joined the Sixth Regiment from Headquarters 
Second Division on June 13. 1918. and assumed the 
duties as Second-in-Command; Major Frank E. 
Evans was the Adjutant of the Sixth Regiment; 
Major Maurice E. Shearer was in command of the 
First Battalion. Sixth Regiment, until he was 
relieved by Major John A Hughes on June 5. 1918. 
Major Shearer being transferred to the Fifth Regi¬ 
ment. and taking command of the Third Battalion 


on June 6. 1918; Major I lughes was gassed on June 
14. 1918. and was relieved in command of the First 
Battalion. Sixth Regiment, on June 15. 1918. by 
Major Franklin B. Garrett, who retained command 
throughout the remainder of the operations; Major 
Thomas I lolcomb was in command of the Second 
Battalion. Sixth Regiment, during the entire period 
of the operations in the Marne Salient; Major 
Berton W. Sibley commanded the Third Battalion. 
Sixth Regiment, during the period of these opera¬ 
tions. 

Major Edward B Cole commanded the Sixth 
Machine Gun Battalion of Marines until he received 
a mortal wound on June 10. 1918. when he was 
relieved by Captain I larlan E. Major; on June I I. 
1918. Captain Major was relieved in command by 
Captain George 11. Osterhout Jr., who retained com¬ 
mand until relieved by Maior Littleton W T 
Waller. Jr., on June 21. 1918; Major Waller retained 
command of the Sixth Machine Gun Battalion of 
Marines during the remainder of these operations 

HARBORD MADE MARINE 

About the middle of June. 1918. Brigadier 
General Harbord was making his daily visit to the 
Headquarters of the Fifth Marines and Colonel 
Neville, handing him a pair of Marine Corps collar 
devices, said: “Here, we think it is about time you 
put these on.” Brigadier General Harbord in 
describing the incident, said: 

“You. knowing Brigadier General Neville’s gruff 
manner, can realize just how he said it. and it is 
needless to say that I was as much thrilled by his 
brusque remark and his subsequent pinning them on 
my collar the next few minutes as 1 have ever been 
by any decoration of the several that have come to 
me. 1 wore those Marine Corps devices until after 
1 became a Major General, and 1 still cherish them 
as among my most valued possessions. I think no 
officer can fail to understand what that little 
recognition meant to me. an Army officer command¬ 
ing troops of a sister service in battle. It seemed to 
me to set the seal of approval by my comrades of 
the Marine Corps, and knowing the circumstances, 
it meant everything to me “ 

Again General Harbord wrote: “1 have many 
times said that when the end of my life comes there 
will probably be no portion of it which will be of 
more pride and satisfaction to me than the few 
months in which 1 had the honor to command a 
Brigade of your gallant Marines.” 

Picture the long dustv road from LaFerte. 
through Montreuil-aux-Lions to Chateau-Thierry. 
packed with troops. The Germans had met some 
picce-meal resistance by the French but this did 
not stop the mechanical advance as it flowed nearer 
Chateau-Thierry and diffused over a large area 
Then the Second Division arrived and reported to 
General Degoutte. The French were inclined to 
continue the piece-meal defense but the American 
arguments prevailed and a linei a thin line maybe, 
but a line nevertheless, was established. 

LINE ESTABLISHED JUNE 1 

The Germans held Chateau-Thierry and Hill 204. 
which gave them command of the Paris-Metz road 
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rtnd of the Marne Valley to the south and west. 
Their first line ran through Vaux and along the 
railroad to Bouresches. thence through Belleau 
Wood. Torcy. Bussiares and Chezy. General 
I iarbord. commanding the Marine Brigade, wrote 
that he “well remembers the relief in the face of 
the gallant French General Degoutte on that morn¬ 
ing of June 1st. when the first reports reached him 
of the arrival of our men near Montreuil-aux-Lions. 
and he asked their condition as to food and rest and 
slated that if possible he would not send them into 
the line until next day.” But in they went and on 
June 1st the American line was established. 

[during June 1st. elements of the Fourth Brigade 
of Marines marched toward the line northwest of 
Chateau-Thierry, where the Germans were still 
advancing. General Harbord established his head¬ 
quarters on the afternoon of June 1st at Issonge 
Farmhouse, and a line was established immediately, 
behind the French units who had been forced to 
retreat slowly under the pressure which the Germans 
were bringing to bear. The line of the Fourth 
Brigade of Marines extended in general from the 
Bois-de-Veuilly. Lucy-le-Bocage. Triangle Farm. Le 
Thiolet on the Paris-Metz road, and the Third 
Brigade extended the line across the road from 
there. This was a front of approximately seven 
kilometers. On June 5th this was reduced to 
Triangle. Lucy-le-Bocage to a point north of 
Champillon. Vicious attacks by the Germans were 
repuls^ and on June 4th the last of the French 
passed through the American line. On this date 
Brigade Fleadquarters was shifted to La Loge Farm. 

NEAREST POINT TO PARIS 

Lay a ruler on a map of France tangent to Paris 
and Chateau-Thierry. and you will find that the 
ruler is almost east and west, with Paris, of course, 
to the westward of Chateau-Thierry. Then lay off 
a point about nine miles a little north of west of 
Chateau-Thierry and write the name Les Mares 
Ferme. Measure the distance between that spot 
and Paris and compare it with the distance between 
Paris and Chateau-Thierry—Les Mares Ferme is 
considerably nearer Paris. That farmhouse was 
reached by the Germans on June 3. 1918. and is the 
nearest spot to Paris reached by them between the 
time when America entered the war and Armistice 
Day 

It was to the Second Battalion (Wise) of the Fifth 
Marines and particularly to the 55th Company 
(Blanchheld. Shepherd. Waterhouse. Lyle. Tillman, 
and Linehan) that fell the great honor of beiH); so 
placed as to come in contact with and repel the 
Germans at this point nearest Paris reached by 
them in 1918. 

As time passes on and perspective clarifies, that 
little stand at Les Mares Ferme. -seemingly then 
but an unimportant part of the larger operation 
which frustrated the Germans in their last effort to 
gain Paris, -will take its place in history as an 
important incident. 

•RETREAT—HELL! • 

11 was during this period, as reported by Brigadier 
General Harbord. commanding the Brigade of 


Marines, on June 3rd. that, “a retreating French 
officer gave an order in writing to an American 
officer to fall back from the position which we have 
been holding. The order was not obeyed.” Some 
say that Captain Lloyd W. Williams, commanding 
the 51 St Company, received the order and replied: 
“Retreat? Hell, no!” or “Retreat? 1 lell. I just'got 
here!” Others credit Lieutenant Colonel Frederic 
M. Wise, commanding the Second Battalion. Fifth 
Marines, as having received the order and replying: 
“Retreat? Retreat? Hell! We've just come. We'll 
let the Boches do the retreating!” 

As far as the Marines and the other troops of the 
Second Division are concerned, the defensive known 
as the Aisne Defensive that officially ended on 
June 5th. was but the beginning of their fighting, 
for it was after its close that I fill 142. Bouresches. 
Belleau Wood and Vaux were captured. The close 
of the Aisne Defensive found the line of the Second 
Division well established at that part of the Marne 
Salient nearest Paris, but not including 1 lill 142. 
Bois de Belleau. Bouresches. and Vaux. The Ger¬ 
mans were in possession of Chateavi-Thierry and 
I lill 204 on the right of the Second Division and 
continued to hold that town and hill until about 
July 18. 1918 

SNATCHING THE INITIATIVE 

On June 6th. the Second Division snatched the 
initiative from the Germans and started an offensive 
on its front which in reality never ended until 
eleven o'clock on the morning of November II. 1918. 

The Marine Brigade captured ffill 142 and 
Bouresches on June 6. 1918. and in the words of 
General Pershing, “sturdily held its ground against 
the enemy’s best guard divisions.” and completely 
cleared Bois de Belleau of the enemy on June 26. 
1918. The American commander-in-chief in his first 
report calls this fighting •'the battle of Belleau 
Wood” and states, “our men proved their supe¬ 
riority. and gained a strong tactical position with far 
greater loss to the enemy than to ourselves.” In 
his final report he states: “The enemy having been 
halted, the Second Division commenced a series of 
vigorous attacks on June 6th, which resulted in the 
capture of Belleau Wood after very severe fighting. 
The village of Bouresches was taken very soon after 
and on July 1st. Vaux was captured In these oper¬ 
ations the Second Division met with most desperate 
resistance by Germany's best troops." 

The French relieved the Marines in line west of 
Champillon at 3KX) a. m.. June 6th. The 1st Bn.. 
5th Marines, occupied the line exclusive of Bussiares- 
Champillon Road, east to Hill 142 to unimproved 
road running south^g^t of Torcy. The 3d Bn.. 6th 
Marines, joined this line to Lucy-le-Bocage. taking 
the place of the 1st Bn. 6th Marines, which went 
into Corps Reserve. The 3d Bn.. 6th Marines, con¬ 
nected the 3d Bn.. 5th Marines, to the Lucy-le- 
Bocage-Bouresches Road; and the 2d Bn.. 6th 
Marines, extended from that point to the vicinity of 
Triangle Farm. The French were on the left of 
the Marines and the Third Infantry- Brigade on the 
right. 

Headquarters of the Fourth Brigade was at La 
Loge: Fifth Marines headquarters was at La Voie de 


Chatel; Sixth Marines headquarters was at Maison 
Blanche Farm; and the^ixth Machine Gun Battalion 
headquarters was at Montigivrault-le-Grande Farm 


SEVEN^ MAIN ATTACKS 

While fighting was continuous, and attacks and 
counter attacks were numerous, during the period 
June 6-26. 1918. inclusive, and all battalions served 
on the actual front, the Marines made seven main 
attacks. 

Hill 142. to the westward of Belleau Wood.-was 
captured by the 1st Bn.. 5th Marines (Turrill) 
early on the morning of June 6th. the attack starting 
at 3:45 a. m. This battalion was supported by two 
companies of the Sixth Machine Gun Battalion of 
Marines While the 3d Bn.. 5lh Marines (Berry), 
advanced its left to conform to the progress of the 
Isl Battalion. At a. m.. June 6th. Brigadier 
General 1 Iarbord. in a message to Colonel Neville, 
congratulated him and his two battalions “on doing 
so well, what we all knew they would do.” A 
Marine. Gunnery Sergeant Charles F. Hoffman, 
won the first Medal of Honor awarded in the Amer¬ 
ican Elxpeditionary Forces during this fight. 

This successful attack, on the morning of the 6th. 
inspired confidence and in the afternoon three 
battalions of Marines were flung at the Bois de 
Belleau from the west. These battalions were the 
3d Bn.. 5th Marines (Berry). 2d Bn., 6th Marines 
(Holcomb), and the 3d Bn.. 6th Marines (Sibley) 

The Marines attacked at 5:00 p. m. This was the 
most bitter fight that had yet occurred in this 
neighborhocxl. Throughout the afternoon and 
night the attack continued, resulting in the 3d Bn.. 
5th Marines, and 3d Bn.. 6th Marines, securing foot¬ 
holds in the southern part of the Bois de Belleau 
and in the capture of Bouresches by part of the %th 
Company (Duncan. Robertson and Cates) of the 
2d Bn., 6th Marines. (F3olcomb.) 

Among the wounded in this attack were Colonel 
Albertus W. Catlin and Major Benjamin S. Berry. 
General Pershing was so pleased with the success.of 
the operations on this day that he sent the following 
messB^e to the Commanding General of the Second 
Division: “Please accept for the Division and con¬ 
vey to Brigadier General Harbord. and the officers 
and men under him my sincere congratulations for 
the splendid conduct of the attack on the German 
lines north of Chateau-Thierry. It was a mag¬ 
nificent example of American courage and dash.” 
In addition to this message General Pershing visited 
Second Division Headquarters, sent his personal 
gratings and congratulations to the Marine 
Brigade and added that General Foch especially 
charged him to give the Marine Brigade his “love 
and congratulations” on their fine work. 


SHEARER S FAMOUS MESSAGE 


From the beginning of this fighting on June 6th in. 
Belleau Wood the struggle never ceased until June 
26th. Advances were made on June 10 by the 1st 
Bn . 6th Marines (Hughes); on June I Ith by the 2d 
Bn., 5th Marines (Wise): on June 12th by the same 
battalion: on June 23rd by the 3d Bn.. 5th Marines 
(Shearer); and on June 25th Major Shearer’s 
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battalion attacked at 5:00 p. m.. clearing Belleau 
Wood of the last German early the next morning. 

On the night of June 13-14, the sector of the 
Fourth Brigade of Marines was shortened, the new 
front of the Brigade including Bois de Belleau to 
Champillon Brook. This gave up the line Boures- 
ches to Triangle Farm to the Third Brigade. 

For a few days, about the middle of June, the 
Seventh Infantry of the Third Division temporarily 
relieved elements of the Fourth Brigade of Marines 
in Belleau Wood but no advances were made during 
this period. Colonel Neville retained command of 
the woods while this Infantry Regiment was sta¬ 
tioned in it. 

On June 25th the following Battalions were in 
line: 2d Bn., 5th Marines (iCeyser); 3d Bn., 5th 
Marines (Shearer): and 3d Bn., 6th Marines (Sibley); 
with Major Shearer’s battalion occupying that part 
of the line included in the northern tip of Belleau 
Wood. The attack in the north end of the Bois de 
Belleau by Shearer's Battalion commenced at 5K)0 
p. m., the 25th. after a heavy artillery preparation, 
and on the morning of the 26th Major Shearer sent 
in that now famous mesnge "Woods now U. S. 
Marine CorjM entirely." The message included in 
the report "our lines now include the entire Bois de 
Belleau." General Pershing and the French Corps 
Commander warmly congratulated the Marines on 
this final success. It is quite probable that the 
French idea of renaming the Bois de Belleau. Bois 
de la Brigade de Marine was originally suggested by 
Major Shearer's historic message. 

4.643 CASUALTIES 

During these twenty-six days of constant fighting 
28 officers and 1.007 enlisted Marines met death in 
battle and additional casualties %yere sutfered 
amounting to approximately 3.608. It was that 
fighting and those 4.643 casualties that first made 
the name Chateau-Thierry famous. 


The achievements of the Marines in the Chateau- 
Thierry Sector were twice recognized by the French. 
The first, which changed the name of the Bois de 
Belleau. was a beautiful tribute spontaneously made 
to the successes and to the losses of the Fourth 
Brigade of Marines, and shows the deep effect that 
the retaking of Belleau Wood and other nearby 
positions from the Germans had on the feeliiws of 
the French and the morale of the Allies. Official 
maps %vere immediately modified to conform with 
the provisions of the order, the plan direeteur used in 
later operations bearing the name "Bois de la 
Brigade de Marine." The second recognition by the 
French of the Marines* work, comprised citations 
of the Fourth Brigade. Fifth and Sixth Regiments 
and Sixth Machine Gun Battalion. Thiscitation was 
one of the two upon which the French (^vemment 
based its award of the Fourragere, in the colors, of 
the Croix de Guerre, to these organizations. 

The Mayors of the Meaux District sent their official 
thanks to the Second Division and Marines: Mar¬ 
shal Foch sent his " love and congratulations on their 
fine work" to the Marines; General Pershing com¬ 
mended and congratulated the Marines several 
times and also referred to the battle as the "Gettys¬ 
burg of the War;" the President of the United 
States recognized the results of their success in 
public utterances, and Premier Clemenceau con¬ 
gratulated and thanked the Marine Brigade: cap¬ 
tured German documents shoured that the enemy 
rated the Marines very hwhly as shock troops; the 
press of France, of the British Isles, and of the 
TJnitedStates vrereflooded vrith praise that reflected 
the ps 3 rchology of the Marines' sacrifices and suc¬ 
cesses; the American and French Corps Com¬ 
manders. the Commanding General Second Division, 
the Commandii^ General of the Twenty-sixth 
Division, the British Royal Marines, and the Com¬ 
manding General of the French Sixth Army all 
commended the Marines' gallantry in the fighting of 
June. 1918. 


HONORS 

In addition to the many foreign decorations, (such 
as seven French Legion d'Honneur. six French 
Medaille Militaire and about 450 French Croix de 
Guerre, awarded to the Marines for heroism and 
mllantrv during the operations in the Marne 
Salient between June 6th and July 1st. 1918). one 
enlisted man was awarded the Medal of Honor— 
the first awarded to any person in the American 
Exp^itionary Forces—^e Army Distii^mished 
Service Medal was avrarded to Brigadier General 
Harbord, Colonel Neville. Lieutenant Colonels 
Feland and Lee and 48 Marine officers and 100 en¬ 
listed men %vere avrarded the Army Distinguished 
Service Cross. The Navy also avnirded three Dis¬ 
tinguished Service Medals and 148 Navy Crosses. 

During the night of July 5-6. 1918. the units of 
the Brigade were reliev^ and moved to an area in 
rear of the lines and occupied what was kno%im as 
the Line of Defense or Army Line, in the expectation 
of a threatened large scale German offensive. 
Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters of the 
Sixth Machine Gun Battalion vrere at Nanteuil-sur- 
Mame; Headquarters of the Fifth Marines was at 
Crouttes and that of the Sixth Marines at Pisse- 
loupe. The Brigade remained in this area until 
July 16. 1918. 

The subsequent operations of the Marines in the 
Aisne-Mame Offensive near Soissons. in the St. 
Mihiel Offensive, at the Battle of Blanc Mont in the 
Champagne, in the Meuse-Argonne. including the 
heroic crossing of the Meuse uncusr murderous enemy 
fire, were all of a larger scale of fighting than that in 
June. Despite this fact, the significance of that 
stand at Les Mares Ferme, of the renami^ of 
Belleau Wood by the French, and of the turning of 
the enemy tide as it bore tovrard Paris, is so im-' 
portant that the fame of the Battle of Belleau Wood 
will live as long as the French nation. 
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MARINES STOP GERMANS AT LES MARES FARM, POINT NEAREST PARIS REACHED BY ENEMY 

IN 1918. 



BY MAj. E. N. McClellan, u. s. m. c. 

I N view of the fact that it was at Les Mares Farm 
that the Germans reached the nearest point to 
Paris in their third 1918 offensive, the details of 
the fighting by the 55th Company. Second Bat> 
talion. Fifth Marines, under the command of Cap> 
tain John Blanchfield. around that historic spot. 
wiU he set forth. 

On June 2. 1918. the 55th Company received 
orders, with the rest of the Second Battalion. F^th 
Regiment, whicdi was bivouacked near P 3 rramides 
Ferme, to proceed through Marigny and take up a 
position about one and one>half kilometres north¬ 
east of the toivn. They stated that the French, a 
few kilometres ahead, were slowly falling to the 
rear, and directed the Second Battalion to form a 
line of resistance which aras to be held until the last. 

The companies of the Second Battalion went up 
separately, as the battalion was to cover a large 
front and the German artillery was very active. The 
55th Company was halted in the woods just above 
the tovm of Champillon, while the officers went for¬ 
ward to reconnoitre the ground to be occupied by 
the company. It was then about 4 p m.. and the 
German artillery suddenly increased, the barrage 
being plainly visible as it moved up the valley by 
Bussiares and Torcy. 

A number of French soldiers passing to the rear 
along the Champillon-Bussiares road, stated that 
the Germans %yere right behind them. A runner 
was sent back with orders to bring up the company 
on the double. A skirmish line was formed, the 
right of the company touching and covering the 
Champillon-Bussiares road, and its left resting at 
Les Mares Farm. 

A few French stragglers kept breaking through 
the line established. aM all said that the Germans 
were just on the other side of the hill (Hill 165). 
However, nothing wal seen of them that afternoon 
and as darkness was coming on and their barrage 
had ceased, it was judged that the Germans had 
gained their objectives and %rould come no further 
that day. 

The Marines dug in along the line they had taken 
up and placed their automatic rifles in the most ef¬ 
fective positions, as they had no machine guns with 


the company. On the right the 55th Company was 
connect^ with the 51st Company, but on its left 
there was a gap of some five hundr^ yards between 
the farm and the edge of Bois de Veuilly where the 
43rd Company was. and. as the company front was 
so large, no men could be spared to fill this gap. That 
night the shelling around Les Mares Farm was quite 
heavy, but there was no infantry action. 

On June 3. 1918. the 55th Company was under a 
heavy shell fire all the morning by the German guns. 
As the American artillery had not yet arrived, and 
the French **75*8** %vere being moved back there %va8 
very little retaliating fire. 

An outpost of some ten Marines was placed about 
three hundred 3 fards in advance of the lines on a 
small knoll which commanded an excellent field of 
fire and their orders were to hold until the enemy's 
fire became too hot. then to drop back to the line of 
resistance. 

About 5 p. m.. June 3,1918. the barrage increased 
and the Germans attacked in a very open formation, 
preceded by scouts. The outpost opened on them 
and a little later the left of the line became engaged. 
The Germans set machine guns up in the woods op¬ 
posite the outpost and worked around to its right. 
Their machine gun fire became quite intense, several 
casualties occurring, so the outpcMt fell back to its 
place in the American line. It is believed that a 
number of German casualties resulted and that the 
fire of the Marines surprised and confused them. 

Meanwhile, a strong attack was being made on 
the Les Mares Farm. The Marines had no ma¬ 
chine ^ns to aid them, but their rifle fire was 
exceptionally fine, each man aiming ccx>Uy and de¬ 
liberately and not a German got closer than a hun¬ 
dred yards of the line. 

After what appeared to be the first two waves had 
fallen, the third turned back and commenced to 
vfork around to the left of the company and rear of 
the farm. Some French stragglers had been placed 
in this gap between the 55th Company and the 43rd 
Company, but these all dropped back some three 
or four hundred yards, apparently thinking that the 
farm had been taken by the Germans. 

Part of a platoon was brought up from the extreme 
right of the line and was placed so as to protect the 
left flank. In front and on the left of the Les Mares 


Farm was a wheat field under cover of which 
the Germans worked around the Marines. Inter¬ 
mittent machine gun and rifle fire continued until 
dark. 

During the night German patrols came close to 
the American lines and the patrob reported that a 
number of Germans had <x>me up and were in the 
Bob des Mares and also in the Bob de Baron. They 
further reported that the Germans were "digging 
in" in the wheat field around the farm. The 55th 
Company was reinfoitxd by some men of the Head¬ 
quarters Company, and several machine guns which 
strengthened the lines greatly. 

On the morninf ol June 4. 1918. * number ol Germena were 
•een filtering over the crest ol Hill I6S, and into tlie Bois dec 
Mares. This was reported to the artillery, which had come up 
in the night, and it shelled Beds des Mares and the Bois de 
Baron heavily all day. Snipers had been placed in the farm 
house and were active during the day. as the Germans were 
continually moving around in the wheat field. 

About 2 p. m. a lookout reported that he thought the Ger¬ 
mans vrere trsring to set up a machine gun. as he heanf digging 
close by. Corporal Francis J. Docka volunteered to go out 
aird investigate the noise. He took three men with him a«*d 
was later reinforced by Gunnery Sergeant David L. Buford 
and two more men. After crawling about fifty yards through 
the wheat field they ran into a pati^ ol about tUrty men and 
two machine guns. The patrol was completely surprised by 
the Marines, who opened up with their automatics, the gun¬ 
nery sergeant personally killing seven. Those that jumped 
up and ran for a clump ol woods in their rear wen off 

by snipers, only four or five getting back to their lines. 

One ol the inachine guns was disabled ai>d the other brought 
back with several wounded prisemers. Corporal Docks 
one other man were killed in taking the machine guns. An¬ 
other attack was expected that afternoon, but it did not materi¬ 
alise as the artillery put down a heavy and complete barrage. 

All was quiet that night, and it is believed that the enemy 
withdrew from the immMiate front ol the 55th ^ninany. 

Nothing important occurred during June 5. 1918. a^ the 
55th Company was relieved that night by the French, and 
proceeded to a sup^rt position for the attack the following day. 

Captain John Blanchfield. commanding the 55th Company. 
Fifth Regiment, was mortally wounded on June 6. I9l^tke 
citation awarding him a Distinguished Service Cross reading: 
‘*He demonstrated exceptional ability in organizing his line 
at Chatcau-Thierry. France. June 6. 1918. aim showed heroic 
leadership in holding it under violent attack. His company 
successfully repelled two assaults by superior forces, in the 
second ol which he was mortally wounded.'* 

As tiirte goes on and perspective clarifies, that little stand at 
Les Mares Ferme, seemingly at the time as but an unimportant 
part ol that larger operation, desigiuited the Aistre IMensive. 
which frustrated the Germans in their last effort to gain Paris, 
will take iu place in hwtory as the point nearest Parrs reached 
by the Germans during the period ol the World War partici¬ 
pated in by America. 
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The Mairie, Montreuil-aux-Lions. Meadquarters 2d Div., June I, 1918. 
During morning of same day headquarters of Fourth Brigade of Marines was 
established in this town also — for half an hour in an automobile. 


La Voie du Chatel. P. C.. Sixth Marines. June 1. 1918. 


'I 
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La Loge Farm. On June 4. 1918. the Fourth Brigade of Marines changed 
Its headquarters to La Loge Farm. 



Brick kiln, near Le Thiolet. just behind the line taken up by the Marines 
on June I. 1918. 
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“RETREAT? HELL, NO! WE JUST 
GOT HERE.” 

D escribing the activities of the Fourth Brigade on June 3. 1918, 
Brigadier General Harbord reported to the Commanding General of 
the Second Division in part as follows; 

** Forenoon comparatively quiet. Some French artillery activity prepar¬ 
ing an offensive in the neighborhood between Torcy and Bou reaches. The 
attack, if made, of which f am not informed, failed. Reported during the 
afternoon that the Germans were massing in the neighborhood of Bouresches 
and at various tim^ during the day that groups were seen near Torcy and 
Bussiares. Near the middle of the day the town of Lucy was shelled with 
high explosives and the to%^ of Marigny has been under shell fire practically 
all day. The P. C. of my Sixth Regiment and the position of the supporting 
battalion of this regiment have been shelled and there have been a few 
casualties. 

**The French line has fallen back nearly to our own line, practically on 
our whole front. 

In these circumstances. Colonel (later Brigadier General) Manus McClos- 
key. commanding the 12th Field Artillery of the Second Division, recon- 
noitered and selected positions for his batteries between Ferme de Paris and 
Fermed'IssonM. near the Paris-Chateau Thierry road, in order to relieve the 
12th French Field Artillery which was badly spent after a gallant and pro¬ 
tracted resistance. 

In plain view of the German observers in their Drachen balloons and under 
a heavy shell fire Colonel McCloskey posted his guns in the positions being 
vacated by the French in order that he might have the advantage of their 
firing data. The German advance was continuing steadily, in what the 
Germans thought was their last, victorious march on Paris. 

The Commander of the French regiment remonstrated with Colonel 
McCloskey. ** It is impossible to remain here^ surely you are going to retreat?*’ 
he exclaimed. 

**Retreat? Hell,No!’* answered the American artilleryman. **We 
just got here!” 

That was the invincible spirit of the gallant gunners who supported the 
Marine Corps in all their engagements with the Germans and it was the 
glorious spirit of the entire American Army in France. 

Colonel McCloskey's utterance has taken its place with Lawrence’s 
”Don’t give up the ship.” Farragut's ’’Damn the torpedoes; go ahead!” and 
Mulligan’s ’’Lay me down and save the Bag!” 


NOTE.—In collating data for this volume it was found that to three officers had been ascribed the utterance: ’’Retreat? Hell, no! We just got here!” 
Major McClellan in his able monograph on the Battle of Belleau Wood says that the words, or their essence, were spoken either by Captain Lloyd W. Williams, 
commanding the 51st Company, or Lieutenant Colonel Frederic M. Wise, commanding the Second Battalion. Fifth Marines. On the other hand. (Zolonel 
(later Brigadier General) Manus McClosk^. who commanded the Twelfth Field Artillery in the operations northwest of Chateau Thierry, has assured the writer 
that it was he who uttered the remark. ’’The spirit of this army is the spirit of the oBensiye and we are going to be just as damned ofiensive as we can!” ex¬ 
claimed Major ^neral Charles H. Martin. 86th Division, at Camp Grant in the early training da 3 rs. Amencan soldiers have always had a propensity for being 
’’damned offensive” and the ’’Retreat—Hell!” remark would seem to be apppropriate to any American ^hting man in the circumstances. As Colonel 
McCloskey's regiment was the immediate and main support of the Marines during all their combat activities, undoubtedly, reference to the episode above 
narrated should have a place in this book. The portrait is that of Colonel McCloskey .—James C. Russell, 
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Lucy-le-Bocage. in mid-ground; Ravin St. Gobert in foreground; on horizon the high ground held by Germane. The first field order to be sent from the Headquar¬ 
ters. Fourth Marine Brigade. Issonge Farmhouse. June 1. 1918. was: **Second Bn.. 6th Marines, in line from Le Thiolet through Claiembauts Woods to Triangle to 
Lucy. Instructed to hold the line. 1st Bn.. 6th Marines, going into line from Lucy through Hill 142. 3d Bn. in support at La Voie du Chatel. which is also P. C. of 
6th Marines. 6th M. G. Bn. distributed at line—Harbord.** Inset: Col. A. W. Gatlin. 6th Marines, who was grounded north of Lucyde^Bocage, June 6r 1918. 
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Ground over which ihc First Battalion. Fifth Marines, advanced on June 6. 1918. to capture Hill 142. In»et; Gunnery Sergeant Charles F. Hoffman. 49th Company. I'ifth Regiment. U. S. M. C., 
who was the first member of the Marine Corps to win the Concessional Medal of Honor durii^ tha World War. His citation follows: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity al>ove and beyond the 
call of duty in action with the enemy near ChateaU'Thierry. France, June 6. 1918. Immediately after his company had reached its objective on Hill 142 several hostile counter attacks were launched 
against the line before the new position had been consolidate. Serct. Hoffman was attempting to organise a position on the north slope of the hill when he saw 12 of the enemy, armed with five light 

machine guns, crawling toward his group. Giving the alarm, he rushed the hostile detachnient. bavoneted the two leaders and forced the others to flee, abandoning their guns. His quick ad. 

and courage drove the enemy from a position from which they could have swept the hill with machine-gun fire and forced the withdraw%L<>f our troops.'* ^ 


vaLof our troops." 
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' No Man’s Land as viewed from the lines established by the First Battalion. Fifth Marines, after I fill 142 was captured on June 6. 1918. ”At 3:45 a. m. (June 6) the 
1st Bn.. 5th Marines, in conjunction with the French 167th D. I. on its left, attacked in the direction of Torcy. The attack was successful and the enemy’s line on 
I fill 142 was penetrated to a depth of one kilometre and the position was being consolidated by 7:00 hours." Journal of Ofyerations, Second Division 
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I Ground over which the 96th Co.. 6th Marines, Captain Donald F. Duncan commanding, advanced on the afternoon of June 6, 1918. The attack resulted in the 
capture of Bouresches (seen in the background) by platoons under Lieutenants James F Robertson and Clifton B. Cates. 2 Captain Duncan 




In the advance on Bouresches Capt. Duncan was severely wounded. While 
being carried to the rear a shell struck nearby, killing Capt. Duncan. Lt. (j. g.) 
Weedoh E. Osborne (M. C. D. S.). 1st Sgt. Siasler, and two stretcher bearers 
The picture shovrs the scene of the casualties. < 


The railroad station at Bouresches 
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PANORAMA OF BOURESCHES and tlie aurroundinc country, ahowinf the reaults of the heavy bombardment to which the terrain waa aubjected when the Marinea advanced June 6. 1918. Inwl, 
left: Major Randolph T. Zane. U S. M. C. At the head of the 79th Company. Major (then Captain) Zane garriaoned Boureachea after ita capture. Hia citation for the Diatinguiahed Service Cross is- 
* ’While holding the town of Boureachea on the nichta of June 7-6, 1916, he diaplasr^ auch bravery as to inspire the garrison to resist successfully a heavy'machine-gun and infantry attack by superior 
numbers." A United States destroyer was named in hia honor by t^ Secretary of the Navv. Inset right: Captain Clifton B. Cates. U. S. M. C.. D. S. C.. with bar. who assisted in the capture r»l 
Boureachea. Captain Cates’ citation for gallantry at Boureachea is: "While advancing with his companv on the town of Boureachea their'progress was greatly hindered by withering machine-gun artW 
artillery fire of tlm enemy which caused many casualties, one of whom was his commanding officer. Takitig command. Capt. Cates led them on to the objective despite the fact that he was rcndcrc<J 
temporarily unconscious by a bullet striking hia helmet ami that this was hia first engagement. Exposing himself to the extreme haxard, he reorganised his position with but a handful of men." Captain 
■ *» the D. S. C. for heroism at Belleau Wood a week later. _ 1 it ^ Air Ssrriiw 


Cates received a bar to be worn with I 
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Men of the Second Division, including the Fourth Brigade of Marines, wounded in the operations northwest of Chateau Thierry, arriving 
at Fifteenth Field Hospital near Montreuil-aux-Lions, June 7, 1918. 




A stream 6f wounded |X>ured into Montreuil-aux-Lions for many days. The cross marked on the forehead of the wounded soldier on 
the right indicates that he has been gassed. He has also sustained an injury in the left foot. 
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“A MAGNIFICENT EXAMPLE OF AMERICAN COURAGE AND DASH.*’ Effectives of the Second Battalion. Sixth Marines. Major Thomas Holcomb com¬ 
manding. photographed near Chateau Thierry. June'17. 1918. As a war strength battalion was 1000 men. the depletion which this gallant organization had undergone 
in the preceding days is apparent. These men were included when General Pershing on June 9. 1918, sent to the Headquarters of the Fourth Brigade of Marines, through 
the Commanding General. Second Division, this telegram; **Please accept for the Division and convey to Brigadier General Harbord and the officers and men under 
him mv sincere congratulations for the splendid conduct of the attack on the German lines north of Chateau Thierry. It was a magnificent example of American cour¬ 
age and dash." 
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The remains of fox-holes in the tangle of under-brush in Belleau Wood. 


Looking from the top of Belleau Wood hill toward Lucy-Ie-Bocagc. 
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Munting lodge in the northern part of Belleau Wood. 


In Eielleau Wood. **Scattered among the thickets were to be found large 
rocks and boulders which offered veritable strongholds on which the enemy 
had mounted machine guns and under which he had installed shell-proof 
retreats.” 
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Fox-holes of the Fifth Marines in Belleau Wood. Drawing by Captain Wallace Morgan, Corps of Engineers. 
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__ incor. like the namea of Waterloo or Verdun, which stirs recollections of days bif with fate: dayi 

ization were reeling before the blows of their enemies and when the people of the United States waited breathleMly for the advance guards of their own armed hosts, treading (o 


Elurope. to prove alike to doubtini 
the field of battle.’* - 

distinguis^d Service 
wounded.” 


e to doubting friend and foe the courage, the perseverance and the irresistible audacity which they well knew the soldi 
Cap/. Jottpn Milter Hanson. Inset: Maj. Edward B. Cole. Commanding Officer. 6th M. G. Bn.. U. S. M. C.. who 
Cross is: "His unusual heroism in leading his company under heavy h^re enabled it to fight with exceptional effecti 


^’s when the armies of c*vil 
or the first time the soil cf 

iplay whe 

was mortally wounded at Belleau Wood. His citation for the 
effectiveness. He personally worked fearlessly until he was mortally 


guards oi their own armed hosts, treadine f 

Tsey^ai^e and the irresistiH^audacity vrhi^h tJiey wellJinew ^he soldiers of their race would display wheYi put to the flaming test o f 
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WOODS NOW U. S. MARINE CORPS’ ENTIRELY." 


This was the historic message sent on June 26. 1918. by Major Maurice E. Shearer. Commanding Officer. 3d Bn., 5th Marines One of the 


__ _ __ _ _ _ _ _t on lur . . , . . _ . _„ _____ ___ 

most desperate battles in the annals of the American Expeditionary Forces had ended. On orders of Ceiteral Degoutte. CommaiKlant Vlth French Army, the epic struggle was commemorsted by chsng- 
ing the name of Bois de Belleau to Bois de la Brigade de Marine. President Wilson, in presenting the Peace Treaty and the League of Nations to the Senate, spoke, on * ‘ '' ' 

“That first ncver-to-be>forgottcn action at Chateau Thierry had already taken place. Our redoubtable Soldiers and Mariites had already closed the gsp the enemy had succ< 

.. ......... .... .. . . ^ 1 the World. — ■ - 


>n July 10. 1919, in part as follows: 

_ ___ - , , , . _ . ,_;eeded in opening for theiradvanre 

upon Paris—had already turited the tide of battle back toward the frontiers of France and begun the rout that was to save Europe and the World. Thereafter the Germans were always to be forced 
back, back; were never to thrust successfully forward again. • • • Inset Idt:^ Major Maurice E. Shearer. D. S. C. Inset right: Captain Edward C. Fuller. 6th Regt.. U. S. M. C.. who was killed 

at Belleau VTood. June 12. His citation for the Distinguished Service Cross is: "While fearlessly exposing hinueif in an artillery barrage for the purpose of getting his men into a p^fsilinn of seruril 
in the attack on Bois de Belleau. on June 12. 1918, he was killed and thereby gave his life in an effort to protect his men." The ^rretary of the Navy named a destroyer in his honor.* 
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A »'<• 


Brig. Gen. Harbord (right) and Col. Manus McCloskcy (left) questioning fl 
a prisoner at La Lx>ge Farm. June 12. 1918. By this time Gen. Harbord had ' ' 
been “adopted” by the Marines. Note the Marine collar device that had 
been conferred by Col. Neville. “It seemed to me to set the seal of approval 
by my comrades of the Marine Corpw.” wrote Gen. Harbord later; “knowing j 
the circumstances it meant everything to me.” ' 1. 


A gun of Battery B. 1st Anti-Aircraft Bn.. 2d Div., in action at Montreuil 
aux-Lions. June 15, 1918. 



Col. McCloskey tuperviaes the construction of a dugout at La Lo^ farm 
to be used as Marine and Artillery headquarters during the operations at 
Belleau Wood. 


Capt. Hyatt (with megaphone) Battery F. 13th F. A.. 2d Div., receiving 
reports from observation posts via field telephone. June 5. 1918. 
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I — Members of the 1st Bn., 5th Marines, en route to rest camp. Montreuil-aux-Lions. June 17, 1918. 2 — Surviving officers of 2d Bn., 6th Marines, photographed in 

Belleau Wood Sector. June 18, 1918. Left to right: Lt. G. A. Grunland, Capt. G. L. White (surgeons), Lt. G. B. Erskine, Capt. E. V. Lloyd, Capt. R. T. Zanc, Maj. 
T I iolcomb, Lt. C. B. Cates, Lt. E. J. Stockwell, Lt. J. B. Schneider, Lt. J. A. West, Lt. H. R. Shirkel. 



3—German trench mortar captured at Belleau Wood by Lt. Col. Frederic M. Wise, Commanding Officer, 2d Bn., Sth Marines. 
F. D. Garrett, commanding, on the way to rest camp June 17, 1918. 


4 —Men of 1st Bn. 6th Marines, Maj. 
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THE VICTOR OF BELLEAU WOOD.” On Jul> H. 
1918. Brif. Gen. James C. Harbord. Commanding General ol 
tke Marine Brigade, received notification of his appointment 
as a Major General. Gen. Harbord assumed command of the 
Second Division and Col. Wendell C. Neville, as Brigadier Gen¬ 
eral. took over the Fourth Brigade of Marines 


Mai. Gen. Omar Bundy was assigned to command ol the 6th Corps. July 10. 1918. He was l^m seen on that date center 


ci a group of distinmished oScers at Second Division head^artera. Ste 
“ * ■ ‘ ‘ '^erMing. in steel helmet, is Col. (later Brig. Gen.' 


Aul(^. 

) Paul B. Malone. 23d Inf. 

1 French 


Eiehind General Perking, in steel helmet, is Col. (later Brig. _ . 

Lt. C^n. Hunter Lig^tt. On the right of Gen. Bundy is General Degoutte. Sixth 
Cameron. Fourth Division. 
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Behind Gen. Bundy, partly visible, is 
Mai. Gen. George H. 
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Thrilling scene in the newly named ** Avenue de President Wilson." formerly the Avenue de Jena, July 4. 1918. when American combat troops marched past the statue 
of George Washington. In the column were one company each from the 5th and 6th Marines, and the 9th and 23d Inf.; also two campanies each from the 39th and 58th 
Inf., 4th Div. The rugged appearance and martial bearing of the men stirred all Paris. The 2d Div. men were taken out of the linejto participate in the show. 
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So great was General Pershing's pride in the achievements of the Marines in the operations northwest of Chateau Thierry that he designated a detachment of the Marine 
Conas as a special escort at the ceremonies commemorative of Bastille Day at General Headquarters. Chaumont. July 14. 1918. Beginning at the right of the lamp- 
post are Capt. A. Levy. Mayor of Chaumont: Gen. Perelli. Gen. Ragneau. Gen. Wirbel. Gen. Pershing. M. le Prefet Jessier; Maj. Gen. James W. McAndrew. Chief of 
Staff. A. E F.; Gen. Wagstaff. ' ^ 
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THE VICTORY OF SOISSONS 

Fifth Marines Attack July 18,1918, Under Terrific Enemy Counter-Barrage. Second Battalion Takes Verte Feuille Farm. 
First Battalion Captures Chaudun. Third Battalion and Auxiliaries Seize Vierzy. Sixth Marines Gallantly Carry 
On. Second Division, Including Fourth Brigade of Marines, Advances Over 6 Miles, Captures 3,000 Prisoners, 11 
Batteries of Artillery, More than 100 Machine*Guns, Minenwerfer and Supplies. With First Division Definitely 
Turns Tide of War for Allies. 

BY MAJOR EDWIN N. McCLELLAN, OFFICER IN CHARGE, HISTORICAL DIVISION, U. S. M. C. 


O N July II, 1918, Brig. Gen. James G. 
Harbord, commanding general of the 
Marine Brigade, received notification 
of his appointment as a major general, and 
two days later left on a five days * leave of 
absence. As Col. Neville had been evacu¬ 
ated to a base hospital after leaving the 
Chateau-Thierry sector, Lieut. Col. Harry 
Lee assumed temporary command of the 
brigade. Maj. Gen. Harbord and Col. 
Neville both returned in time to enter the 
Aisne-Marne offensive, the former in com¬ 
mand of the Second Division and the latter 
iijf command of the Fourth Brigade. 

Of the six Allied offensives taking place 
in 1918 on the Western Front, designated 
by the Americans as major operations, the 
Fourth Brigade of Marines, with the other 
units of the Second Division, participated 
in three, the first being the vast offensive 
known as the Aisne-Marne, in which the 
Marine Brigade entered the line near 
Soissons. 

On July 17.1918, the first Moroccan Divi¬ 
sion and the First and Second Divisions of 
American Regulars were hurriedly and 
secretly concentrated, by terribly fatigu¬ 
ing. forced night marches over roads jam¬ 
med with troops, artillery, and tanks, 
through rain and mud, in the Bois de Retz, 
near Soissons. Headquarters of the Fourth 
Brigade was established at Vivieres. 

The getting to the “jump-off” on time 
for this operation will always share in 
Marine Corps history with the glorious 
victory that followed. . - . — 

Early on the morning of July 18. 1918. 


Marshal Foch threw these three picked 
divisions at the unsuspecting Germans with 
overwhelming success, and again on the fol¬ 
lowing day. 

A brief description of the first attack on 
July 18. 1918. is contained in the History 
of the Fourth Brigade, reading substan¬ 
tially as follows; 

Late during the afternoon of July 17. 1918. orders 
were received that the Fourth Brigade of Marines 
would attack at 4:35 a. m. on July 18. 1918. The 
Fifth Marines were designated to attack, with the 
Sixth Marines following in support. After con¬ 
siderable difficulty, due to the darkness and the 
congestion of the road leading through the forest, 
the Fifth Marines arrived at the jumping-off posi¬ 
tion. 

The Allied artillery preparation had been going 
on since 4:35 a. m.. increasing in intensity until just 
before the hour set for the attack, which was 6K)0 
a. m.. when the Fifth Marines attacked under a 
teriffic enemy cxHinter-barrage. The advancing 
waves burst through the barbed-wire interlaced 
among the trees of the forest and soon carried the 
enemy's front line. Overhead shrapnel caused 
most of the loss es that day. The secondary posi¬ 
tions were speedily taken and many prisoners and 
much materiel captured. The First Battalion. 
Fifth Marines, occupied the extreme left of the 
Second Division line with the 49th Company in 
combat liaison with the Moroccan Division of 
French Colonials on the left. To the right was the 
Second Battalion. Fifth Marines, with the 51st 
Company acting as liaison company with the Ninth 
Infantry of the Third Brigade on the right.’' The 
Second Battalion. Fifth Marines, specify took 
Verte Feuille Farm and thus gained their first ob¬ 
jective. 

Here the Sixth Machine Gun Battalion of Marines 
arrived after an all-night march, having been forced 
to carry all its guns, ammunition and machine-gun 
equipment by hand. Companies of the Machine 
Gun Battalion were assigned their combat missions. 
At the crossroads two kilometres north of Beaure- 
paire Farm the attacking waves of Second Battalion. 


Fifth Marines, changed direction to 115 degrees and 
soon had carried the advance so far as to reach the 
artillery positions of the Germans. The troops were 
continually subjected to machine-gun fire and the 
bombs from enemy planes circling low overhead. 
At the ravine running north from Vauxcastile strong 
machine-gun resistance was met and the Second 
Battalion. Rfth Marines, paused while tanks worked 
around them and broke the opposition. Owing to 
the rapidity of the advance the companies of the 
battalion by this time had become somewhat scat¬ 
tered and stretched from Maison Neuve Farm to 
Vauxcastile. Late in the afternoon the final objec¬ 
tive of the-Second Batallion. Fifth Marines, had 
been carried and the night was spent in the ravine 
running northwest from Vierzy. In the meantime, 
a company of the First Battalion. Fifth Marines, 
found its left exposed, swerved to the left, and after 
stiff fighting, captured Chaudun. Late in the after¬ 
noon of July 18. 1918. a platoon of the 49th Com¬ 
pany of the Fifth Marmes. three companies of the 
Third Battalion of the Fifth Marines, and the Eighth 
Machine Gun Company of the Fifth Marines 
attacked and captured the town of Vierzy. after 
which a line was formed extending north from this 
village. Following the advance of the Fifth Ma¬ 
rines. both the Division and Brigade Headquarters 
had moved forward, the Division being established 
at Verte Feuille Farm and the Brigade in a cave in 
Vierzy. In the meantime, the Sixth Marines had 
followed the attack and advance of the Fifth Ma¬ 
rines about three kilometers in rear of the attacking 
troops 

The Journal of Operations. Second Divi¬ 
sion. describes the division's fighting on the 
19th as follows: 

Line held by the Third Brigade following attack 
of evening of July 18th ran about three kilometres 
west of SOISSONS-CHATEAU-THIERRY road 
and parallel to it. from the old French trenches 
southwest of CHARANTIGNY to a point on the 
Vierzy-Tigny road two kilometres west of TIGNY. 
Field Order Na 16. Second Division. 3:00 a. m.. 
July 19th. directed that the attack take the line 
HARTENNES. ETAUX (inclusive). BOIS de 
H ARTENNES to BOIS de CORNCOIS (inclusive) 
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Artillc^ preparation by Second Artillery Brigade 
to begin at 6:00 a. m. accordi^ to orders of the 
C. G. of the artillery brigade. 'Hie infantry attack 
was to be made by the Sixth Marines and the Sixth 
Machine Gun Battalion, under Lieutenant Colonel 
Harry Lee. The First Battalion. Second Elngineers. 
was designated as support. Passage of the lines 
was to be effected at 7K)0 a. m.. the troops then in 
the line to remain there until the attack had attained 
its objective. 

At 3:15 the afternoon of July 19th the Command¬ 
ing General sent word to General Ely that he had 
directed Colonel Lee to dig in where he then was 
and to hold. ''Please let the troops know that their 
work is considered to be very gallant and that the 
failure of the troops on our left and right to keep 
pace with our advance makes it necessary to dig in 
and hold the line as it now is." General Harbord 
wrote. 

Although the orders for the attack contemplated 
a passage of the lines at 7:00 a. m.. this was not 
actually accomplished until about 9 o'clock. At 
6:46 Colonel Lee reported to his Brigade Com¬ 
mander that he was at the railroad station at Vierzy 
with his three battalions and three Machine Gun 
Companies. 6th. 73rd and 81st. Colonel Lee reported 
favorable progre» for the first hour of the advance. 
The First Battalion. Second Engineers, in line when 
the Sixth Marines passed through. follo%ved them in 
the attack. Various reports came in during the 
morning indicating that Tigny had been captured, 
but these proved untrue. 

Colonel Lee attacked with all three battalions in 
line, First. Third and Second, from right to left. 
Heavy casualties were reported from all attacking 
units, and constant calls for reinforcements came 
back. At 11:45 Colonel Lee sent this message to 
the Division Commander: "Reports indicate grow¬ 
ing casualties, amounting heavy, say about 30 per 
cent. Seventy-eighth Company by runners say 
have only one platoon left. All are requesting rein¬ 
forcements and M. G. and Chauchat ammunition. 
First Battalion reports no French troops on right, 
and are held up 300 yards in front of Tigny. Have 
in line from right. First. Third and Sec^d BattaJ- 
ions. Reserves. Battalion Engineers. Headquarters 
Company and two companies Sixth Machine Gun 
Battalion have ordered line dig in." 

The Chief of Staff sent the following to 
Colonel Lee at 1.30 p. m.: 

"The Division Commander desires that you dig 
in and entrench your present position and hold it 
at all costs. No further advance is to be made for 
the present. He desires to congratulate your com¬ 
mand upon its gallant conduct in the face of severe 
casualties." 

The Division was relieved the night of 
July I9th-20th by units of the French 6th 
and 11 th Tirailleurs. 


The American commander in chief in his 
first report stated; 

The place of honor in the thrust toward Soissons 
on July 18 was given to our First and Second Divi¬ 
sions. in company with chosen French divisions. 
Without the usual brief warning of a preliminary 
bombardment, the massed French and American 
artillery, firing by the map. laid down its rolling 
barrage at dawn while the Infantry began its 
charge. The tactical handling of our troops under 
these trying conditions was excellent throughout 
the action. * • * Second Division took 

Beaurepaire Farm and Vierzy in a very rapid ad¬ 
vance. and reached a position in front of Tigny at 
the end of its second day. 

In his final report he stated: 

General Petain's initial plan for the counterattack 
involved the entire western face of the Marne 
salient. The First and Second American Divisions, 
with the First French Moroccan Division between 
them, were employed as the si>earhead of the main 
attack, driving directly eastward, through the most 
sensitive portion of the German lines to the heights 
south of l^issons. The advance began on July 18. 
without the usual brief wamins of a preliminary 
bombardment, and these three divisions at a single 
bound broke through the enemy's infantry defenses 
and overran his artillery, cuttii^ or interrupting the 
German c:ommunications leading into the salient. 
A general withdrawal from the Marne was immedi¬ 
ately begun by the enemy, who still fought stub¬ 
bornly to prevent disaster. * • * 

The Se^nd Division advanced 8 kilometers in 
the first 26 hours, and by the end of the second day 
was facing Tigny. having captured 3,000 prisoners 
and 66 fidd guns. It was relieved the night of the 
19th by a French division. The result of thi^ 
counter ofiensive was of decisive importance. Due 
to the magnificent dash and power displayed on the 
field of Soissons by our First and Second Divisions 
the tide of war was definitely turned in favor of the 
Allies. 

Major General James G. Harbord. com¬ 
manding the Second Division in this opera¬ 
tion, describes the two days' fighting of his 
division in these words: 

It is with keen pride that the division commander 
transmits to the command the congratulations and 
afiectionate personal greetings of General Pershing 
who visited the division headquarters last night. His 
praise of the gallant work of the division on the 18th 
and 19th is echoed by the French high command, 
the Third Corps commander. American Expedi¬ 
tionary Forces, and in a telegram from the former 
division conunander. In spite of two sleepless 
nights, long marches through rain and mud and the 
discomforts of hunger and thirst, the division 
attacked side by side with the gallant First Moroc¬ 
can Division and maintained itself with credit. You 


advanced over 6 miles, captured over 3.000 prison¬ 
ers. 11 batteries of artillery, over 100 machine guns, 
minnenwerfers. and supplies. The Second Divi¬ 
sion has sustained the b^t traditions of the Regular 
Arm> and the Marine Corps. The story of your 
achievements will be told in millions of homes in all 
Allied lands to-night. 

Following the advance of the first day. 
brigade headquarters was moved forward 
to a cave in Vierzy. 

Colonel Logan Feland was in command 
of the Fifth Regimefit during the Aisne- 
Marne offensive, near Soissons, and. con¬ 
tinued in command of it with the exception 
of two days in July, 1918 (when Brigadier 
General Lejeune commanded the Fourth 
Brigade and Colonel Neville the Fifth 
Regiment), until March 21, 1919, when he 
was relieved by Colonel Harold C. Snyder, 
who retained command until the date of 
demobilization. 

The Fourth Brigade was relieved about 
midnight July 19. 1918. and after remain¬ 
ing in a reserve position until July 22. 1918, 
marched to an area farther in the rear, but 
still in a reserve position, brigade head¬ 
quarters being established at Taillefon- 
taine. After final relief from this active 
sector the brigade was billeted July 24-25, 
1918, in an area around Nanteuil-le-Haud- 
ouin, brigade headquarters being estab¬ 
lished at Nanteuil. The brigade remained 
in this area until July 31. 1918-. 

On July 25. 1918, Brig. Gen. John A. 
Lejeune arrived, and assumed command of 
the Fourth Brigade on July 26. 1918, Gen¬ 
eral Orders. No. 16, reading as follows: 

1 have this day assumed command of the Fourth 
Brigade. U. S. Marines. 

To command this brigade is the highest honor 
that could come to any man. Its renown is im¬ 
perishable and the skill, endurance, and valor of 
the officers and men have immortalized its name and 
that of the Marine Corps. 

Brigadier General Lejeune retained com¬ 
mand until July 29, 1918, when he became 
commanding general of the becond Divi¬ 
sion, relieving Major General Harbord, 
who left to assume command of the Services 
of Supply. Colonel Neville, on this latter 
date, resumed command of the Fourth 
Brigade. 
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BOIS DE RETZ. “On the night of July 16. 1918, the Fourth Brigade of Marines moved in camions from the neighborhood of Nanteuil-sur-Mame for the offensive 
south of Soissons. The Fifth and Sixth Marines arrived during the evening of July 17. 1918, in the Bois de Retz, and the Sixth Machine Gun Batallion about 3:00 a. m., 
July 18. 1918 * * ^Theforestresounded with the tramp of infantry, the clank of horse transportation and the rumble of artillery and tanks, all moving to the front. Tlie 
main were so packed with traffic that progre ss was almost impossible. In a few hours the gates in the German lines %rould be burst open by the dashing infantry. 


and the dammed up flcMxl of artillery, ammunition wagons, supply trains and automobiles would be flowing over the ground now 
MaJ. E. N. McClellan, U. 5. M. C. 
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I—The Vertc Feuilic Farm was taken by the 2d Bn., 5th Marines, on the morning of July 18, 1918. Maj. Ralph S. Kayscr was the commanding officer. The units 
in the battalion were: 18th Co.. Capt. L. S. Wass; 43d Co.. Capt. j. D. Murray; 51st Co., Capt. W. O. Corbin; 55th Co., Lt. E. Cook, N. A. 2—A battery of the 
15th F. A.. 2d Div., in action near Vauxcastille, July 19, 1918. 



3—Ammunition trains of 2d Div. pushing forward near Chavigny. 
tured in the advance south of Soissons. Dommiers. July 19. 1918. 


Bois de Retz in the background. July 18. 1918. 4—Prisoners of the Ist and 2d Divisions cap- 
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VIF'RZY. First attacked by the 1st Bn.. 5th Marines. Maj. Julius S. Turrill commanding. At 5 a. m.. July 19. Maj. l urrill sent the following message to Lt. Col. 
Logan F-'eland. C. O.. 5th Marines: “FiYe-hfteen p. m. yesterday received order to support 3d Brig, for an attack at that hour. Took my support consisting of parts 
of 49th. 16th. and 20th Cos. to Vierzy. Arrivc-d before 23d Inf. and with 8th M G. Co. attacked this town. When halfway through town 23d came up and continued 


to attack 
49th Co 


Now m supfxirt of 23d Inf. 
Total 187 •’ 


Need rations.* * * Have here Capt. Platt with 40 men. Capt. Yowell -4 officers. 70 men. 
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TIGNY. “The Second Division (including the Fourth Brigade of Marines) advanced 8 kilometers in the first 26 hours (beginning 4:45 a. m.. July 18. 1918) and by 
the end of the second day was facing Tigny. having captured 3.000 prisoners and 66 field guns. It was relieved on the night of the 19th by a French division. The result 
of this counter-offensive was of decisive importance. DUE TO THE MAGNIFICENT DASH AND POWER DISPLAYED ON THE FIELD OF SOISSONS BY 
OUR FIRST AND SECOND DIVISIONS THE TIDE OF WAR WAS DEFINITELY TURNED IN FAVOR OF THE ALLIES.” Final report of Gen. John J. 
Pershing. Sept. I. 1919. Inset: Second Lieutenant John W. Overton of the 2d Bn., 6th Marines, who was killed at .the head of his platoon July J8. 1918. 
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On Aii«. i. ms._ 

movcmcnr wa« completed, witk headquarters estabUshed at Scarpoune. 
1916. Bri«. Gen. - ^ ' • • 

this day ssswmrt 
valor of the 
Second Division, 

1918. L. to R.: 


_ - wnation ol the quiet Marbache subsector, near Pont-a>Mousson on the Moselle River. By Aug. 8. 1918. the 

__ ____ ». lUst across the Moselle River from Dieulouard. The brigade remained in the Marboche subsector until Aug. 18. 1918. On July 25, 

John A. Lejeune had arrived and assumed command of the Fourth Brigade on July 26. 1918. In promulgating General Orders No. 16. Gen, Lejeune maife this announcement: I have 

‘ command of the Fourth Brigade. U. S. Marines. To command this brigade is t^ highest honer that could come to any man. Ite renown is imperishable and the skill, endurance and 
.n snd men have immortalised its name and that of the Marine Corps.” Gen. Leicune retained command of the brigade until July 29. 1918. when he became commanding general of the 
U. S. A., relieving Mai. Gen. Harbord. who left to aseuone command of the Services of Supply. The photograph was taken at Second Division HcadqTikrters. Marbache rab^tor. Aue. 11. 

Lt. C^. HughMathews (U. S. M. C.). G>l: Col. (later Brig. Gen.) Preston Brown. Chiel of Staff; Maj. Gen. John A. Leieune. Col. James C.flliM. G^5%L,jHi^oJc^. f^^Herbst. 


:. flkea. (iiKljFCojr®. &^Her1 
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Top Front line of the Marines in the Marhache subsector. The sector was quiet and occupation uneventful except for an enemy raid which was successfully repulsed 
and prisoners captured. Bottom After leaving the Marhache sector. Aug. 18. 1918. the Fourth Brigade moved to an area about 20 kilometers southeast of Tout, 
headquarters being established at Favieres. Intensive training for the impending St. Mihiel otfensive was urulertaken here. The photograph shows elements of the 76lh 
Cu. in training near f larmonville Aug. 23. 1918. The Signal Corps caption says: **After being held up by machine gun hre. automatic riflemen, rifle grenadiers and 
snipers have gone forward. Bombers and riflemen are starting their flank movement.’* 
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Brig. Gen.. Wendell.C. Neville and staff of the Fourth Brigade of Marine at Dieulouard. Aug. II, 1918. ■ On Aug. 7. 191^ information was 
received of the promotion of Col. Nevule to the grade of brigadier generft,to da^^e from July I, 1918. Sitting. Brig. Gen. Neville. Stand¬ 
ing. I. to r.: Lt. Hart. Lt. C. R. Dietrioh. Lt. Col. Earl H. Ellis. Lt. W. A. Eddy."'E!t. Claggett Wilson. Quartermaster Clerk Thomas Dorney. 
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The burning of Thiaucourt on the afternoon of Sept. 12. 1918. Thiaucourt was one of the principal towns in the St. Mihiel salient. It was occupied by the Marine 
brigade during the reduction of the salient. **The reduction of the St. Mihiel salient.** says General Pershing in his final report. '*was important, as it would prevent 
the enemy from interrupting traffic on the Paris-Nancy railroad by artillery fire and would free the railroad leading north through St. Mihiel to Verdun. It would 
also provide us with an advantageous base of departure for an attack against the Metz-Sedan railroad system which was vital to the German armies west of Verdun, and 
against the Briey Iron Basin which was necessary for the production of German armament and munitions.’* 
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Street scene in Jaulny. St. Mihiel sector, captured by the Second Divisian, Sept. 13. 1918. The casualties of the Second Division in the operations for the reduction 
of the St. Mihiel salient were about 1.000. of which 134 were killed. Of these alxwt half were Marines. The captures in which the Marines participated were 80 German 
ottcet s . 3.200 men. 90 Md piece s and vast stores. Refaii ng to the St. Mihiel operations. Maj. Gen. Lejeune in General Orders. No. 54. Sept. 17. 1918. said; ** 1 desire 
to express to the cfficers and men my profound- appreciation of their brilliant and successful attack in the recent engagement. Our divi^oinmaintained thegprestige 
and honor of the country proudly and swept the enemy from the field.** 
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THE BATTLE OF BLANC MONT RIDGE 

Secohd Division, Inchiding United States Marines Corps, Attacks Magnificently and Seizes Blanc Mont Ridge, Kejrstone 
of Arch Constituting Enemy’s Main Position in the Champagne. Victory Frees Rheims and Forces Entire German 
Army Between that City and Argonne Fmrest to Retreat to the Aisne, a ^stance of 30 Kilometres. **To Be Able to 
Say, *1 Belonged tO;Second Division; 1 Fought with It at Battle of Blanc Mont Ridge,’ Vl^l Be the Highest Honor 
that Can Come to Any Man.” 

BY MAJOR EDWIN N. McCLELLAN, OFFICER IN CHARGE, HISTORICAL DIVISION, U. S. M. C. 


M arshal FOCH. having asked for an American division 
to assist in breaking through the powerful German 
defenses in the Champagne, the Second Division, in¬ 
cluding the Marine Brigade, was temporarily plaiced at the 
disposal of the Fourth Frmch Army under Gen. Gouraud from 
September 27. 1918. to October 10. 1918. At first it was 
directly subject to the orders of Marshal Retain, but before the 
actual fighting began it was placed directly under the orders of 
Gen. Gouraud. 

On ^>etember 28. 1918. the Fourth Brigade moved by bus 
and marching to the Souain-Suippes area, vrith brigade head- "" 
quarters at«Suippes. 

On October I. 1918. in an or<ler of the Seccmd Division, the 
commanding general of the Second Division encouraged his 
division wi^ the following words: 

I. The gremtest bettles in the workl's history are now being foa^t. The 
Allies eve attacking sucoessfuDy/oo aH fronts. The valiant Bdgnn Army 
has surprised and defeated tW^enemy m Flanders; the English, who have 
been attacking the enemy wilhoat ceasing sinoe August 8. ha^ advaiiced 
beyond the H in de n burg Line, b e twe en Camhrai and St. Quentin, capturing 
thiiusaiids of priooners and hundreds of cannon; the heroic Allied Ariisy of the 
Orient has decisively defeated the Buljpurs; the British have captured over 
50.000 prisoners in Palestine and have mllicted a mortal blow on the Turk; 
and our own First Army and the Fourth French Army have already gained 
much success in the preliminary stages cd their attack b e tw e e n the Meuse 
and Suippe Rivers. 

2. Ow^ to its world-wide reputation for skill and valor, the Second Divi¬ 
sion was selected by the commawier in c h ie f cd t^ Allied Annies as his 
special reserve, and has be en held in r e adi nes s to strike a swift^and pow er f u l 
blow at the vital point.of the enemy’s line. The hour to moi4 forward has 
now come, and 1 am confident that our division will pierce thc elMsny’s line, 
and once saore glooon sl y defeat the Hun. 

The Battle of Blanc Mont Ridge was one of the most power¬ 
ful and effective blows struck under the direetkm o5 Marshal 
Foch against the retreating Germans, and its brilliantly success^ 
ful conclusion was due in a great degree to the military genius 
of Maj. Gen. John A. Lejeune of the Marines. 

On September 27. 1918. Maj. Gen. John A. Lejeune called 
on Gen. Gouraud at the headquarters of the Fourth French 
Army, who explained the situatkm at the fremt to him. Facing 
a large relief map of the battlefield. Gen. Gouraud placed his 
hand on the Blanc Mont Ridge and said: *‘Geiieral. this positkm 


is the key of all the German defenses of this sector including the 
whole Rheims Massif. If this ridge can be taken the Germans 
will be obliged to retreat along the whole front 30 kilometers to 
the river Ajsne. Do you think your division could effect its 
capture?" Maj. Gen. Lejeune responded that he felt certain 
the Second Division could take the stronghold pointed out. 
whereupon he was informed that he would be ordered to make 
the attack within a few days and was directed to prepare a plan 
for the assault. 

At this time the Second Division was directly subject to the 
orders of Marshal Retain, but later in the day Gen. Gouraud 
informed Maj. Gen. Lejeune that after an explanation of the 
circumstances Maurshal Retain had assigned the division to the 
Fourth French Army. 

The general plan provided for an attack by the whole Fourth 
French Army between the Argcmne and the Suippe River. 

On October I. 1918. the brigade with the rest of the Second 
Division marched to the front line near Somme-Ry on the night 
of October 1-2. 1918. and relieved elements of a French division. 
The brigade headquarters was located in the trenches about 
2]/^ kilometers south of Somme-Ry. The relief was effected 
before daylight vrithout incidoit. 

The Battle of Blanc Mont Ridge was fought and won by the 
Second Division, as a unit of the Fourth French Army, betvreen 
October 3 and 9. 1918. over the desolated white chalky ground 
of the Champagne, which was scarred and sheU pocked by years 
of artillery fire, marked vrith huge mine craters, gridirem^ with 
an intricate maze of deep trenches and concrete fortifications, 
and covered vrith tangled masses of wire. 

The overwhelming success and the far-reaching effect of the 
Second Division's part in these operations, the cleaning up of 
the Essen Hook, the capture of Blanc Mont Ridge. aiMl the 
capture of St. Etienne, are vrell described in general terms in 
the foll6wing excerpts from official publications. 

Under date cd October II. 1918. Maj. Gen. Lejemie addressed this letter 
to his command: 

OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE SECOND DIVISION: 

It is beyond my povrer of empres si on to describe fitly my admiration for 
ywa heroMm. Von attacked maamficently and yoa seiaed Blanc* Moat 
Ridge, the kejrstone of the arch constitnting the enemy’s main position. You 


Digitized by 


Google 



advanced beyond the ridge, breaking tbe enemy's lines, and you held tbe 
ground gain^ with a tenacity which is unsurpasmd in the annals of war. 

As a direct result of your victory, tbe German armies east and west of 
Rheims are in full retreat, and by drawing on yourselves several German di> 
visions from other parte of the front you greatly assisted the victorious ad> 
vance of the allied aniucs between Cambrai and St. Quentin. 

Your heroim and the heroism of our comrades who diedmi the battlefield 
will live in history forever, and will be emulated by the young men of our 
country for generatkais to ccmie. 

To be able to say when this war is finished. ** I belonged to the Secemd 
Division; I fought with it at the Battle of Blanc Mont Ridge." will be the 
highest honor that can ccmie to any man. 

JOHN A. LEJEUNE. 

Major General. United States Marine Cerrps. Commandiiig. 

That the plan was as brilliantly executed as it was daringly 
conceived is shown by this extract from an order of the Second 
Division, dated October II, 1918, reading in part as follows: 

In the Champagne district. October 2 to 10. it fought beside the Fourth 
French Army. On October 3 it seized Blanc Mcmt Ridge, the keystone of 
the arch of the main German position, advanced beyond the ridge and. al^ 
thouf^ berth flanks were unsupported, it held afl its gains with the utmost 
tenacity, inflicting tremendous losses cm the enemy. This victory freed 
Rheims and forced tbe entire German Army between that city and the Argonne 
Forest to retreat to tbe Aisne. a distance of 30 kilometers. 

The amazing success of the attack and the vita) effect of the 
capture of Blanc Mont Ridge and St. Etienne is described in the 
words of Gen. Gouraud himself in a letter to Marshal Foch, 
reading in part as follows: 

Because of the brifliant part played by this "Grand Unit" in the offensive 
of the Fourth Army dur^ the autumn of 1918, 1 propose the Second Ameri¬ 
can Division for a citation in "The Order of the Army" upon the following 
specific gremnds: 

The Second Infantry Division. United States, brilliantly coinmanded by 
Gen. Lejeune a « a played a glorious part in the operations of the Fourth 
Army in the Champagne in October. 1918. On the 3d of October this divi¬ 
sion drove forward and seized in a single assault the strongly entrenched 
German positions between Blanc Mcmt and Medeah Ferme. and again press 
ing forward to the outskirts of Saint Etienn e -a-Ames it made in the course of 
the day an advance of about 6 kilometers. 

It captured several thousand prisoners, many cannem and machine guns, 
and a large quantity of erther military material. This attack, combined with 
that of the French divisions cm its 1^ and right, resulted in' the evacuatkm 
by the enemy of his potions cm both sides of the river Suippe and his with¬ 
drawal from the Massif de Notre-Da me- des-C h a mp a. 

The further opinion of the French as to the results and effect 
of the Second EXvision's operations in Champagne is set forth 
in the following-quoted extract from Information Bulletin No. 
12 of the Fourth French Army dated CXrtober 7, 1918; 

Up to October 4. at which date the present bulletin is written, the Fourth 
Army has pushed its advance up to objectives of the very highest impoctemce. 
A splendid American division, full of dash and ardor, the Second Divisioo, 
United States, placed at the dispositiem of the Twenty-first Corps cm October 
3. made itsell master of Massif dn Blanc Mcmt. whi^ dominates the valley 
of the Ames and gives us excellent cmtlook cm the valley of the Suippe in 
rear of tbe region of Memts. This conquest rapidly bmight abemt the down¬ 
fall of Notre-Dame^des-Champs and the Grand EU>is de Saint Souplet. 

The American commander in chief in his first report describes 
the Battle of Blanc Mont in the following words; 

Tbe Secemd Divnocm ccmquered the ccmiphcated defense vrorks cm their 
front against a persistent defense vrorthy of tbe grimmest period of trench 
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vrarfare and attacked the strongly fcId wooded hill of Blanc Mont, which 
they captured in a secemd assault, sweeping over it with cemsummate dash 
and skffl. This divisiem then repulsed strong ccwnterattacks before the 
village and cemetery of St. Etienne and tocA the town, forcing the Gernmns 
to f^l back from before Rheims and yield poaitScrtis they had held since 
September. 1914. 

In his final report the American commander in chief remarked 
as follot^: 

- The SecAd Divisiem completed its advance on this fremt by the assault of 
/die wcxided heighte of Mcmt Blanc, the key point of the German position, 
which was cafitared with consummate dadi and skill. The divisi^ here 
repulsed violent >^Mnterattacks and then carried cur lines into the village of' 
St. Etienne, thiurfercing the Germans to fafl back before Rheims and yield 
positions which they had held since September. 1914. 

The citation of the Fifth Regiment of Marines (the citation of 
the ^th Regiment being identical) reads as follows: 

Apres approbatiem du general cxmimandant en chef des forces expedilicm- 
naircs Ainericaines en France, le marechal de France, commandant en chef 
des armees francaises de Test, crite a I'Ordre de TArmee: 

"Le 5eme Regiment de Marine Americain. sous les ordres du Colonel 
Logan Feland: 

"A pris une part glorieuse auXoperations engagees par la ^me Armee en 
Champagne, en Octobre 1918. Le 3 Octobre 1918, a participe a I'attaque 
des positions allemandes fortement retranchees entire le Blanc-Mcmt etila 
Ferme Medeah. et. poussant de I'avant jusqu'aux abords ck Saint-Etienne 
a Ames, a realise une avance de 6 kilometres. A fait plusieurs milliers ^ 
prisonniers. capture des canons, des mitrailleuses et un important materiel 
de guerre. Cette attaque. combinee avec celle des Divisions Francraises. a 
eu pour consequence I'evacuation des deux rivee de la Suippe et du Massif de 
Notre-Dame-dies-Champs." 

Au Grand Quartier General, le 21 Mars 1919. 

Le Marechal. Commandant en Chef des Armees Francatees de I'Est. 

Signe; RETAIN 

(OrdreNo. 14.712 "D.") 


On October 10, 1918, having been relieved from the line in the 
Blanc Mont sector, the brigade took station in the Suippes- 
Somme Suippes-Nantivet area and the adjacent camps with 
headquarters at Suippes, being assigned as Fourth French 
Army reserve. The brigade remained in this area resting and 
refitting until October 14, 1918, when, in accordance with 
orders, it marched to the Vadenay-Bouy-la-Veuve-Dampierre 
area, north of Chalons-sur-Mame, with headquarters at Bouy. 
While here orders were received placing the Fourth Brigade 
provisionally at the disposal of the Ninth French Army Corps 
to hold a sector in the region Attigny-Vpneq-Aisne RiVgr. 

Accordingly on October 20, 1918, the brigade was temi^rarily 
detached from the Second Division and marched to* the"^ area 
Suippes-Nantivet-Somme-Suippes, with headquarters at Sui|^s. 
On (^tober 21, 1918, in obedience to orders, the Marines hik^ 
to the vicinity of Leffincourt, where brigade headquarters wa^ 
established. While about to take oyer the assigned sector, the 
Fourth Brigade received orders to reioin the Second Division, 
which was preparing to enter the Meuse-Argonne offensive. 
After a hard march these orders were obeyed and brigade head¬ 
quarters established at Mont Pelier on October 23. 1918. 
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. iouxht *ml won bv th< S«o«d UiviMon. •• • uni* of tk« Fourth French Army, between Oct- > 

kiTV^Vm ol artillery hr^MHuni by hu«e nunc crater^ ^ironed w«^ n« Mirre^ "f deep tren^ •• 
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Graves of 13 Marines killed in the fighting near St. Etienne. 


Look-out used for four years by Germans on top of Blanc 
Mont Ridge and commanding view of the entire surrounding 
country. 



Navarin Farm—that was—in the Champagne. 


Church at Somme-Py in the Champagne. 
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THE MEUSE-ARGONNE OFFENSIVE 

in Final Phase of Anierica*s Greatest Battle, Second Division Destroys Last Stron^old on Hindenbui^ Line, Capturing 
the Freya Stellung and Advancing 9 Kilometres on First Day. **Results Must Be Attributed to Great Dash and 
Speed of Troops a^ to Irresistible Force with Which They ^ruck and Overcame Enemy.** The Night March to 
B^umont. Under Terrific Fire Marines Span the Meuse and Win Heights of Right Bank. **This Feat will Stand 
Among Mdst Memorable of Campaign.** 

BY MAJOR ^WIN N. McCLELLAN, U. S. M. C. 


C X N October 25, 1918. the brigade moved to the Les Islettes 
I area with br^ade headquarters at Camp Cabaud. On the 
^ evening of October 26. 1918. it arrived in the area south 
of Exermont and bivouacked in the woods there that night with 
brigade headquarters at Elxermont. The brigade remained in 
b vouac in this area until the night of October 30-31. 1918. 
when it moved forward into line to participate in the immense 
Meuse-Argonne offensive which had started on September 26. 
1918, the Secrond Division-being assigned as a unit of the Fifth 
Corps. 

Relieving elements of the Foit 3 F-Second Division, just south 
of Landres-et-St. Georges, the Marine Brigade, early on the 
morning of November.!, 1918, jumped-off, following a terrific 
barrage, for its final operation of the ^ar, the conclusion of 
which at 11 o'clock on the morning of November 11, 1918. found 
the Marihes firmly established on the heights of the far bank of 
the Meuse River, after an advance of 30 kilometres. 

The splendid work of the Second Division, including the 
Marines, is described in official reports, and excerpts from some 
are given below. 

In recommending that the Second Division be cited in General 
Headquarters Orders for its excellent work in the attack of 
November I-I I, 1918, the commanding general. First Army, 
wrote on January 16, 1919, in part, as follows: 

4. In the Firtft Army attack el November I. 1918. the Seoood Diviaion was 
selected and so placed in the battle line that its known ability might be used 
to overoome the critkal part ol the enemy's defense. The salient feature ol 
the plan ol attack was |o drive a vredge through Lan d res-et-St. Georges , to 
the vicinity ol Fosse. It was realized that if the fo r e go in g could be accom¬ 
plished the backbone of the hostile resistanoe west of the Meuse vrould be 
broken and the enemy vrould have to retreat to the east of the Meuse. Success 
in this plan would immediately loosen the flanks of the First Army. The 
Second Diviaion was selected to carry out this main blow. 

5. The Second Diviaion accomplished the results desired in every particular 
on the first day of the attack, not only clearing the hostile defenses of Landres- 
et-St. Georges and the Bois de Hazmo but continuing its advance to the vi¬ 
cinity of F os s e, i. e.. about 9 kflome tr e s . This decisive blew broke the 
enemy's defense and opened the way for the rapid advance of the Army. 


With reference to the first day's attack, the commanding 
general. Fifth Army Corps, wrote officially on November 2. 
1918. in part as follows: 

' The division's brilliant advance of more than 9 kilometres, destroying the 
last stronghold on the Hindenbi^ Line, capturing the Freya Stellung. and 
going more than 9 kilometres against not only the permanent but the relieving 
forces in their front, may justly be reganled as one of the most remarkable 
achievements made by any troops in this war. For the first time, perhaps, 
in our eaperience the losses inflicted by your division upon the enemy in the 
olfensive gready e x ceeded the casua lti es of the division. The reports indicate 
moreover that in a single day the division has captured more ardUery and 
machine guns than usually falls to the lot of a command during several days 
of hard ^d^ting. These results mu^ be attnbuted to the great dash a^ 
speed of the troops, and to the irresistible force srith which they struck and 
overcame the enemy. 

The following citation in Rfth Army Corps General Orders 
No. 26. dated November 20. 1918. gives a further description of 
these operations: 

The Second Division, in line at the launching of the attack, broke through 
the strong enemy resistanoe. and. leading the advance, drove forward in a 
fast and determined pursuit of the enemy, who. despite new divisions hastily 
thrown in. was driven back everywhere on its front. This division drove 
the enemy across the Meuse, and under heavy fire and against stubborn 
resistanoe. built bridges and established itself on the heights. The cessation 
of hostilities found diis division holding strong positions across the Meime 
and ready for a oontiauation of the advance. 

An order of the Second Division, dated November 3, 1918. 
reading in part as follows, tells what occurred subsequent to the 
first day's attack: 

During the night of November 2-3 the Second Divisum moved forward 
overco m ing the resistance of the enemy's advanced elem e nts, and at 6 a. m 
it attacked and seized the enemy's line of defense on the ridge southeast of 
Vauz-en-Dieulet. 

Late in the afternoon, the enemy, having reorganized his line on the border 
of Belval Forest, was again attacked end defeated. After nightfall and in a 
heavy rain, the advanced elements of the division pressed forward through 
the forest, and occupied a position on the heights south of Beaumont. 8 
kikmetres in advance of the divisions on our right and left. 



During the night of November 4*5. the division again pressed forward, 
occupied Beaumont and l^itanne and tlirtsr the enemy on its front across 
the Meuse. 

An order of the Second Division, dated November 12. 1918. 
describing the historic crossing of the Meuse River on the night 
before the armistice became operative, reads as follows: 

1. Ob the night of November 10. heroic dee ds w ere done by heroic men. 
In the faoe^ a heavy artillery and withering machine gun fire, the Second 
Engineers tnrew two foot4iridges across the Meuse and the first and s econd 
battalions of the l^th Marii» cr ossed resolutely and unflinchingly to the 
east bank and carried out their mission. 

2. In the last battle of the war. as in aD others in which this division has 
participated, it enforced its will on the enemy. 

The commanding general of the Rf th Army Corps has this to 
say about the crossing of the Meuse by the Marines, who were 
assisted by the Artillery, Engineers, and other troops of the 
Second Division: 

Especially I desire to commend the divisian for the crowning feat of its 
advance in crossing the Meuse River in face of heavy co n cen tr ated enemy 
machine gun fire, in driving the enemy's troops before it. and in firmly estab¬ 
lishing itself upon the heights covering the d es i r ed bridgrhrad. This feat 
will stmul among the nmst mem o ra ble the campaign. 

With reference to the crossing of the Meuse River the Ameri¬ 
can commander in chief reported as follows: 

Ob the night of November 10. the Fifth Corps forced a crossing of the 
Meuse against heavy enemy resistance b e tiseen Moozon and Poumy. and 
advanced to the Inor-Mouzon road with two battalions holding the high 
ground northwest of Inor. 

The general success achieved by the Second Division in the 
Argonne-Meuse offensive is well described by the words of the 
order citing Maj. Gen. John A. Lejeune. of the Marines, for an 
Army distinguished service medal, reading in part as follows: 

In the Me us e- Af gonn e offensive his division was directed with such sound 
military judgment and ability that it broke and held, by the vigor and rapidity 
of execution of its attack, enemy lines which had hitherto been c o ns id er e d 
impregnable. 


299 


During this fighting the headquarters of the Fourth Brigade 
was successively established at Rwrmont, one-half kilometre 
north o Exermont. Sommerance. Bayonville-et-Chennery, Fosse, 
Belval-Bois-des-Dames, and Beaumont. 

The following self-explanatory memorandum vras sent out by 
the Commanding General of the Fourth Brigade: 

HBADQUAKTEnS 4 tH BuIGAOC. 

Makines. Aiseiucan F.. 

I Ith November *lfl-^.-40 a. m. 

Peace MEifonANDUM No. I. 

The foBnwing t chphon e memage r ece i ve d from Suepkise I at 8:35 a. m. 
this morning forwarded for mmnitance. 

8:40 a. m. oBessage from 5th Corps; Anwistioe signed and takes effect at 11 
this morning. Accurate amp Anwing locations front line drspmti, in¬ 
cluding pati^ and detachments. wiB be sent to these Hssdquarters without 
delay. 

On **the eleventh hour, the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month, of the year 1918." Brig. Gen. WendeU C. Neville, com¬ 
manding general of the Fourth Brigade of Mauines, published 
the following tribute to the officers and men of the Fourth 
Brigade: 

Upon this, t^ nmst momentous hour in the hist«^ of the World War. the 
undrrngnrd w is he s to ex press to his comnwind lA n noe re appredation of 
their unfailing devotion to duty and their heroic and courageous action 
during the recent operations. 

The time, when the results of our efforts during the pi^ year are shown, 
is here. The hour has a r r i ve d when the convulsion adiich has ihahen the 
foundatMM of the c i v Jia ed world has ceased. The erwmy is defeated and 
the pr inc i p l es freedom and democracy have t riumphe d ove r barbarism and 
autocracy. We nmy aD feel jusdy pnmd of the extent of our participation 
which hm forced the erwmy to a ceawsrion hostilities. It is fitting..at 
this time, to think of those of our comrades who have fakn on the find of 
honor and rejoice in the fact that did not give their lives in vain. 

Your display of fortitude, de t er mm ation. courEiee. and ytmr ability to fight 
has upon more than one occasio n been a d eterm i ni ng factor in making history, 
and vour work has had a direct bearing upon the remarkable chain events 
which have this day culminated in such a mtiffaclory manner. Along the 
fronts ci Verdun, the Marne, the Aimr, Lorraino. Champagne, and the Ar- 
rame. the units the Fourth Brigade M ar i rws have fought vaHandy. 
bravely, and decisively. They have nobly sustained t^ sacred traditions, 
and have added glorious pages to the already iflustrious history the United 
States Marine Corps. It is a record of arh^ you may aD be proud. 
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I—Vertical panorama of Landres-et>St. Georges. Tlie Second Division cleared the hostile defenses of LaiKlres-et>St. Georges. Nov. I. continuing its advance to Fosse. 
It proceeded 9 kilometres altogether on that day. **This decisive blow." wrote the Commanding General. First Army, "broke the enemy's defense and opened the way 
for the rapid advance of the Army." 2—On the evening of Oct. 26. 1918. the Fourth Bngade of Marines arrived in the area south of ^xermont and^bivouacked in the 


woods there that night with brigade headquarters at Elxermont. 
lances of 2d Div. at Beaumont. 


The photograph shows German prisoners at Exermont guards 
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THE NIGHT MARCH TO ^EAUMONl 

T he Second Divisiofi on the left of the 89th accomplished one of the most 
remarkable feats of the war. On the night of November 3d. after the 
Marine Brigade had broken through the enemy's positions, the 9th and 
23d Inf. regiments composing the Third Brigade, commanded by Col. James 
C. Rhea, vrere formed in column on the road leading north to Beaumont. 
The 9th Infantry led the colunui with the usual advance guard and flank 
patrols. Beyond this protection there was nothing to prevent the entire 
brigade frcmi being cut otf. It marched all night long straight through the 
enemy lines for a distance of about eight kilometres, throiigh the Bois de 
Relval. the Bois du Four and the Bois du Fort Gerache. The enemy was 
taken completely by surprise. A few machine guns opened up on the column 
but they %rere soon silenced by details sent out for this purpose. Other 
machine gunners %rere found asle ep at their guns and captured. Many 
details of enemy troops pa s si ng up .and down the road w ere captured and 
sent to the rear while at La Tuilerie Farm the advance guards found the 
place occupied by German officers sitting around tables with lights burning. 
They wgre thrown into dismay by the appearance of Americaui troops who 
they thought urere many many kilometres to the south. The German artillery 
in the meantime on both sides of the road continued firing to the rear but the 
advancing infantry paid no attention to it. 

This rapid advance of the 9th and 23d Inl. succeeded so well that the troops 
on both flanks which had been help up we re able to move forward. The line 
was completely broken through and the enemy soon was everywhere in rapid 
retreat.—Cspf. Arthur E. Harixell. 

The daring feat described by Capt. Harteell recalls the extraordinary 
heroism of Col. Rhea near St. Etienne when he vras Chief of Staff of the 2d 
Div. To quote his citation for the D. S. C.: **On Oct. 9. 1918. Col. Rhea, 
with Lieut. LePeUetier de Woillemont. French Army, voluntarily undertook 
an important reconnaissance under hazardous circumstances during the 
Massif Blanc Mont operations at a time when accurate information ooncem- 
ing our advanced positions was greatly needed and could not be obtained 
from other sources. In an automobile, whose conspicuous appearance drew 
the concentrated fire of enemy artillery and machine guns, they pr o ceeded 
one mile across open ground to the town of St. Etienne, where our troops w ere 
in contact with the enemy. Under fire these two officers reconnoitered the 
front lines, locating the position of the enemy as well as that of the French 
units on the flank, and returned across the open with complete, reliable, amd 
timely information of the highest military value in subsequent operations.** 



Tke picture ikows Col. James C. Rhea’(center) who commanded tke Third Briffade. Second Division, on its nifht march to Beaumont in the last phase of the Meui 

lieeieChief of Statf of the Second Division. He is seen receivinr ^^-'*“■ —*-* -*“ ^-r-i--.. c*- a-.. t -i 

Lieutenant Morgan R. Mills. U. S. M. C., who was also decorat _ _ _ ^_ _ _ _ 

attack on nifht of June 2. 1916.'* Set. P. G. Knowles. U. S. M. C.. received the Croix de Guerre with star on this occasion. His citation was for courafe in drivinf aa~alitomobile 
hre at Belleau Wo^. Maj. Gen. James G. Harboid was present at the liestowal of the decorations. 


led the Third Brifade. Second Division, on its nifht march to Beaumont in the last phase of the M euse-Arpmne operations. R^a had 

nf the Croix de Guerre with palm at the hands of Lt. Gen. Requichot of the French Army at Tours. Feb. 19. 1919. At the rifht is First 
:cd with the Croix de Guerre with palm. He "controlled two platoons at a critical moment and twat liack a determined enemy counter- 
' ^ omobile under Mkivy shell 
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Letanne from Ferine de la Wame. During the night of Nov. 4-5, the Second Division pressed forward, occupied Beaumont an<f Letanne 
and threw the enemy on its front across the Meuse. 
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I'op^ - Point nc«r Lctnnae «t wkicb tk« Marines crossed llie Mense. Plans bad been made to clicct a cressans o.---.__ 

darkness bad set in. Nov. 10. two bridgse were to be tbrown across tbc river by ibe Second Engiineefs. one nortb of Movxon and tbe other nenr Letanne. At tbe brst intissation of a crossi n g tbc Gen 
laid down a violent counter artille^ aM maebine gnn barrage alor^ tbc entire river front. Tnmr fire immediately blotted out all attempts to throw bridges across the river nortb of Mouson and. altbougb 
continued ctforU were made by the Eng i n e e rs throughout the night, the bridges could not be placed » position. Tbe Letanne force was asore fortunate, as the erwmy bre did not develop in Mrength 
until preparations were nearly completed. In spite ^ the heavy bre two bat^ions of the 5th Regt. of Marines crossed the river by 11:30 p. m. and advanced into the woods, c le^niiy up machm 
outposta cn route. Here they met with strong resist an ce and were forced to wait until daylight in order to continue. By 10 o'clock on the asoming of Nov. II the obiective. the'-Wights^r 
tbc valley of the Meuse, bad been reached and the Marines were digging in. *rbc Arasistice went into effect at 11 o'clock. Bottom—Tbc Meu s e at Mouson viewed from tbc An 
town was divided, ibe Americans occupying this side and the Germans tpe other. 
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In March, 1918. the Marine flying held. Miami. Fla., was established and on March 31. 1918. the First Aviation Squadron was transferred to that held from Lake Charles. 
La. On July 13. the hrst Marine aviation force, consist!^ of Squadrons A. B. C and Headquarters Company, left Miami and embarked on board the **De Kalb** 
at New York City for France. July 18. 1918. This organization consisted of 107 officers and 654 enlisted men and. when Squadron [^joined in October.¥l9l8. it con> 
sisted of 149 ofBcers and 842 enlisted men. The photograph to the left is an oblique air view of the Marine flying held at Miami, Fl/. Thcrthree^ht^ogmphs at the 
right depict scenes at Miami flying held DigitlZOCl Dy 





















2d Lt. Ralph Talbot. U. S. M, C.. Navy Medal 
of Honor Aviator, killed in France. Oct. 4. 1918. 
while fighting off twelve enemy planes. His 
observer. Gunnery Sergeant R. G. Robinson, 
was also awarded Navy M. H. 


2d Lt. Harvey C. Norman. U. S. M. C. aviator, 
shot down in action near Bruges Canal. Belgium. 
Oct 22. 1918 
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2d Lt. Walter S. Poague, U. S. M. C. aviator, 
killed at Azores. Nov. 5. 1918. 


Pres^lation of Colors in France to First Marine Aviation Force. Day Wing of the Northern Bombing Group. Naval Aviation, by Madame Troville. The Day Wing 
carried out fourtron indep^dent raids far behind the enemy lines, did considerable damage, and brought back valuable information. The organization particif>ated 
actively and cr^itably in both offensives on the Flanders front. It was learned after the Armistice that one raid resulted in the death of 60 enemy officers and 300 
enlists A. Cunningham commanded the Day Wing from date of its organization to Dec. 7. 1918. except the period Aug. 1-7. 1918. during which 

lime Maj. Roy D. Geiger was in command. 



























I Marine Corps flight returning to Le Fresnes, France. frcMn bombing raid to Zeebrugge. Besides 14 independent raids. Marine Corps aviators participated in 43 
raids with the French and Briti^. The total number of bombs dropp^ by Marine flyers was 52.000. 2—^pt. Robert Lytle, U. S. M. C., awarded Distinguished 

Service Medal for air work in France. 3—Marine Corps airdrome at Le Fresnes. France. 4—Mess hall of Marine Corps aviators at Bois-en-A|drM. 
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On Nov. 17. 1918, the 2d Div. commenced its march to the Rhine, passing through Belgium and Luxembourg. The photographs show the Fifth and Sixth Regi¬ 
ments of Marines. Second Division, passing through Madernach. Luxembourg. Nov. 23. 1918. The German frontier was reached Nov. 25. 1918. and was crossed Dec. 
I. 1918. The Marines reached the Rhine. Dec. 10. 1918. and crossed it Dec. 13. 1918. 



A Rhine river patrol having been established by the Army ol Occupation, it was manned and commanded by Marines, 
fortress of Ehrenbreitstein occupied by the 17th F. A.. 2d Div. Machine guns were mounted on all patrol boats. 


In the picture on the left may be seen the 
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I Prince of Wied’s Palace. Neu Wind. 2—Col. H. C. Snyder and Lt. Col E. H. Ellis of 5th Marines leaving Prince of Wied s Palace. 3—Brig. Cen. Logan Feland 
at Neu Wied. 4 —Privates W. Thoming and E. M. Smeltz. 6th Marines on watch on the Rhine at Leytegdorf. Germany. Jan. 9. 1919. 5—Maj. Gen. Lejeune and statf 
at I leddesdorf. Germany. Dec. 22. 1918. 6—Men of the 6th Marines on guard on the Rhine at Leutesdorf. Germany. Jan. 9. 1919. 7—Maj. Gen. Lejeune and Mrs. 

Josephus Daniels at Coblenz. 8—A Marine pilot on the Rhine. 9 A Sroond Division soldier on guard at the Castle of Altwied. Feb. 13. 1918. 
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General Pershing (conversing with Maj. Gen. Lejeune), 
visited the 2nd Div., Dec. 22, 1918. Photographed at Hed- 
desdorf. 


Gen. Pershing is introduced to officers of the 2nd Div. at 
Heddesdorf by Maj. Gen. Lejeune. 



Maj. Gen. Lejeune decorating Pvt. E. C. McCormack of 
the Fourth Brigade of Marines at Leutesdorf, Jan. 4, 1919. 


Brig. Gen. Neville decorating Maj. Gen. Lejeune with the 
Croix de Guerre at Leutesdorf. Ian. 4. 1919. 
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Trooping colors of the 5th Marines after they were decorated 
by Brig. Gen. Neville. Hausen, Germany, Jan. 7, 1919. 


Brig. Gen. W. C. Neville reviewing 3th Marines at Hausen, 
Germany, Jan. 7. 1919. 


Brig. Gen. Neville decorating colors of 6th Marines at 
Hausen, Germany. 


The Second Division Hors^ Show. 
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For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action, the Congressional Medal of Honor was awarded 
to five members of the United States Marine Corps. The citations of three are as follows, the others appearing elsewhere: 


SERGEANT MATEJ KOCAK. U. S. M. C. 
Deceased. Company C. 5th Regiment. U. S. M. 
C. For conspicuous gallantry and intiepidity 
above and beyond the call oC duty in action with 
the enemy near Soisaons. France. July 18. 1918. 
When the advance of his battalion was checked 
by a hidden machine gun nest, he went forward 
alone, unprotected by covering hre from his own 
men and worked in b e tvfeen the German pM> 
tions in the face of fire from an enemy covering 
detachment. Locating the machine gun nest, 
he rushed it. and with his bajfonet drove olf the 
crew. Shortly after this, he organised 25 French 
colonial soldiers, who had become separa^ 
from their command and led them in attacking 
another machine gun udiich was also put out of 
action 


FIRST LIEUTENANT 
LOUIS CUKELA. U. S. M. C. 

Fifth Regiment. U. S. M. C. For conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the 
call of duty in action vrith the enemy near 
Villers-Cotterets. France. July 18. 1918. When 
his company, advancing through a wood, met 
with strong resistance from an enemy strong 
point. Lieut. Cukela (then a sergeant) crawled 
out from the flank and made his vray toward the 
German lines in the face of heavy fire. diare> 
garding the warnings of his comrades. He suc¬ 
ceeded in getting behind the enemy position and 
rushed a machine gun emplacement, killing or 
driving otf the crew with his bayonet. With 
German hand grenades he then bombed out the 
renuiining portion of the strorrg point, capturing 
four men and two damaged machine guns 


CORPORAl. JOHN H. PRUITT. U. S. M. C 
Deceased. 78th Company. 6th Regiment. U. S. 
M. C. For conspicuous gallantry and intrep¬ 
idity above and bejrond the call of duty in 
action vrith the enemy at Blanc Mont Ridge. 
France. October 3. 1918. Corp. Pruitt, sin^- 
handed. attacked two machine guns, capturing 
them and killing tvro of the enemy. He then 
captured 40 prisoniers in a dug-out nearby. This 
gallant soldier was killed soon afterward by shell 
fire ufhile he was sniping at the enemy. 
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Private JoIib Kdly. 78lli ComiMBy. Sulb RccaBicBl of MariBce. receives ibe Congressionaj Medal of Honor at the hands of the Commander in Chief. AamricaB EapoditioBary Forces. This was« 
the most remarks^ scenes witiressed in the Army of Occtt|>atioB. for here was a private soldier being decorated with the most precious token it is Mssilde to bestow upioB an Anmrican fmhting bmib. . 
awaiting their turn to receive a junior medal, were the Commanding General of tl^ ^ Occupation. Maj. Gen. J. T. Dickman; Mai. Gen. C. H. Muir. Fourth Corps: Maj. Gen. W. C. Haan. Scvealh 

Corps atkd Maj. Gcb. J. L. Hines. Third Corps. Gen. Hines is not visible. Private Kelly’s citation for the Medal of Honor was: "For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyorui the call 
of duty in action with the eitemy at Blanc Mont Rid«. France. October 3. 1918. Private Kelly ran through our own barrage 100 yards in advaitce of the front line and attMked 
first. killing the gunner with a grenade, shooting another memhar of the crew with his pistol, and returned through the barrage with eight prisone 
lust iMTcn OMorated is Lt. Louis Cukela who also received the'Medal of Honor. 


enemy machi n e eun 
It is lielieved that the Marine Corps ofheer who has 
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The Secretary of the Navy reviewed the Second Division at Vallmdar, Germany, in April. 1919. and later .addressed its members. Maj. 
Gen. Lejeune may be seen on the platform at the left. Photo by Schutz. Washington. D. C. 
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On Aug. 12. 1919. the Fcnirth Brigade of Marines was reviewed by the President of the United States in a |>arade at Washington. D. C. 
Brig. Wendell C. Neville was in command. The |>arade started from the Peace Mcmument and proceeded up Pennsylvania Avenue, past 
the White House. 
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THE CONQUERORS. The Fourth Brigade presented a magnificent spectacle as it marched up Pennsylvania Avenue which, on other^ 
historic occasions, had resounded with the tread of victorious armies. The roadway is strewn %rith flower 
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Upper Bri^di^r General Wendell C. Neville and stad. al the head of the Fourth Brigade, salute the President of the United States. Lower Wounded men of the 
Fourth Brigade of Marines, as they pass the reviewing stand in .automobiles, are heartily applauded. In the reviewing stand, from left to right, may be seen Major 
General John A. Lejeune. the Commandant. Major General George Barnett. U. S. M. C.. Admiral W. S. Benson. U. S. N.. Franklin D. Roos e v el t. Assistant Sec s et a ry 
of the Navy. Brigadier General Wondell C. Neville. President Woodrow Wilson^ Mrs. Wilson. Newton D. Baker. Secretary of War; General Peyton C. March, duel 
of Staff. United States Army. 
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(■mciuls. periormcd (tMird duty on Kne* ol comMittiucalioa and olker imporlant funcliona wkilc in France. 
Gen. Cole waa re l i c W d April 9. 1919, by Brig. Gen. Saaedley D. Butler (aaiddle lefl). Col. Butler comr 


The 


THE FIFTH BRIGADE OF MARINES, ccunpriaing tbe Eleventh and Thirteenth Regimenta. i 

hrsl Commanding General of the Fifth Brigade was Br^. Gen. EU K. Cole (upper left). Gen. Col _ . 

the Thirteenth Regiment from tW date of ito organization until Nov. 19, 1918, when Lt. Col. DomIos C. McDougal (lower left) succeeded him. One of the moat conspicuous and ouUtanding facta in the 
annals of the American Ezpcditionary Forces the administration of Pontanezen. the largest Embarkation Camp in tbe world, at Brest, by BrieiMlier General Smiley D. Butler from Oct. 6. 1918. to 
tbe latter part of July. 1919. In commemoration of this remarkable work Brig, Gen. Butler received the Distinguished Service Medal. Right: The Navy welcomes the return to the United Stales on 
board the U. S. S. '^Orizaba'* of the Elspealb Regiment Fifth Brigade of Marines at the Naval Operations Base. Hampton Roads. Virginia. Aug. 19. 1919;^ Piflh Brigade Headquarters, the Thirteenth 

^ .. " * “ - - .... .... riv^ on th^‘-4^ercury.*‘ Aug.^^ 


Regiment, less Co. B. and the Fifth Brigade Machine Gun Battalion, arrived on board the ".Siboney.” Aug. 8. 1919. 


nmton f _ 

C'o. B. Thirteenth Regii 
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fth Brifad 

ment. all Marinas were out of Europe except the Fifteenth Sq>arate Battalion. Maj. Charles F. B. Price commandi^. which aras retained for duty in France for possible 
^operadons ip connect on with the Schlesurig-Holstetn plebescite. The battalion rendered honors to General Pershing upon his departure from France Sept. 1. 1919. and 
on the same day it aras inspected by Marshal Foch who commended the organization on its splendid appearance. On Dec. 30. 1919. the ba^^ion arrived at (^an- 
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“Our fia^ s unfurled to every breeze 
From dawn to setting sun; 

We have fought in every dime or place 
Whete we could take a gun; 


In the snow of far-otf Northern lands 
And in sunny tropic scenes. 

You win find us always on the job— 

THE UNITED STATES MARINES.** 


United States Marines aboard the U. S. S. **Teaas.*' 
Inset: Col. John T. Myers. Atlantic Fleet Marin^X^ilicer 
and Aide to Admiral Henry T. Mayo. ^ 

Chief. Atlantic Fleet. ^ 
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ERRATA 


The Authors. 


Page 47—In first line of caption after **Tlurty-sbi Baldwin** tke word **lo€oeaotivcs** should be inserted. 

Page 133—In last line of caption after the words **He replied, *Boat No. 4* ** read **The man in the boat rejoined" instead of **He replied." 
Page 165—In last line of caption read "officer" instead of "officers.** 

Page.1%—^The photograph is that of the Chapd and not Baikcroft Hall. In the edifice are buried the remains of John Paul Jones. 

Page 198—In the upper right hand picture the men are midshipmen and not reserves. 

Page 2CM—Insert "Admiral** before "Henry T. Mayo.** 
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